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Muir Beach is a short sand beach at the which drains the high
. Formerly a l2-acre State
beach, the location is now a day use area of Golden Gate National Recreation Area.
Both west and east ends of the beach are terminated by elevated and steep terrain in
the form of seacliffs or ridges. To the west, a residential community has been in-
creasing in recent years. To the east, grassy hills and ridges used for grazing and
recreational hiking are other parcels of the Recreation Area. To the north, the wide

valley of

" Both areas were named for the naturalist Johp Muir,” '

Along its banks, native willow (Salix sp.), white alders and blackberry (Ribes sp.)
grow. A lowland, freshwater marsh sh borders the creek on its north side with the beach
area on its south side. Native grasses, iceplant and seasonal weedy plants are found

in the marsh. Exotic plantings include Monterrey pine, pampas grass, variegated .
Coparsma (a blooming shrub) and large Myoporum laetum which have been planted to ‘'screen
the parking lot. Large eucalyptus trees had been planted also but are now removed. o

Existing day use facilities include a wooden bridge across Redwood Creek,'parking Jot,
movable tables and stationary fireboxes, a public telephone, portable restrooms and

informal pathways.

i . In_ the recent past,-a
concessionaire operated a refreshment stand in a trailer parked near the existing tele—

phone enclosure. Visitor use in the near future will be enhanced by a small changing

f tables in

not impact the archeological deposit. Additional plantings and placement
clusters will be also accomplished away from the site area.

th, Exposed midden shows fragmentary shell, firecracked roc ,’dafk'bbeE'f
soils with a smearihg quality and some charcoal. Modern day use debris and driftwood are
alsospresent. Thick grassy ground cover obscures much of the deposit but also protects it
from erosion. A sidewalk, retaining wall and remnant chimney structure have been con- '
structed into the midden but probably not to a great depth. The site was visited by Nels
C. Nelson during his 1906-08 inventory of San Francisco bay shell midden sites; he prob-
ably labelled it number 333 which was formally used as a site number from the late 1940s
to the present. A dot on his 1909 map: indicates its existence. at thetime of Nelson's
survey. The location of the midden site

rocky shores, a sand beach, a freshwater creek

and marsh, and grassy or wooded interior uplands via Green Gulch or Frank Valley. The
location would have been an optimum one for a wide variety of gathering, collecting, ‘
fishing, hunting, trapping and netting of fish, including salmon, known to have been found

in Redwood Creek. Site boundaries are based on visable deposit, modern impacts as distwmrb-
ing in-place midden, and observed effects of creek erosion.
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The local significance of Mar1n—333 is based on the potentlal data it may contain, its

and its probable association

geographical positions

‘with the protohistoric Coast Miwok native populations of the Central California coast

north of San Francisco.: Although impacted by past land uses, the site appears to have

' -sufflcient depth and integrity to yield 1mportant information on a variety of subjects,

. Some research questions from different fields of interest include the past presence of

species of vertebrates and invertebrates from ocean, marsh and land environments, doc-

-umentation of anadromous fish in Redwood Creek; movement of the creek across the con—

stricted beach, and archeological comparisons of material culture, seasonality of resource
éxploitation or localized adaptation strategies. The site is an important link between
the several surviving midden sites known for the San Francisco peninsula (Fort Mason
Archeological District and Point Lobos Archeological Sites within Golden Gate NRA also)

and those known for the Bolinas Lagoon and town area. Even though an archeological site
it has not been

which is the
Point Reyes Archeological Districts sites

relocated. The Bolinas Lagoon area
same .distance to the San Francisco sites.

~are further comparative data. ‘ L e -

Although no chronological indicators are known for the site as no excavations have been
undertaken, it is hypothesized that it is 'a location utilized by the Coast Miwok or
Hookooeko in post-Christian Era times. The location of Mrn-333 fits very well the sub-
sistence patterns described by I. Kelly (1978) for Coast Miwok utilization of resources.
No Coast Miwok or Hookooeko placename for the or nearby landforms
was recorded by C. Hart Merriam (1977), the Coast Miwok village of

balui-n (Mrn-401) is preserved at the Audubon Canyon Ranch wildlife sanctuary.The site

- may relate to prehistoric antecedent populations. to the historic Coast Miwnk,
. The site also possesses interpretive values which may be assoeciated with natural resources

of the creek/beach/marsh environments. )
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