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velopment of the park. The park contains, also, an Army and Navy 
hospital. 

Tradition has it that the curative properties of the hot springs 
were known to the Indians long before the Spanish invasion. I t is 
probable that they were known to De Soto, who died in 1542 less than 
a hundred miles away. I t is tradition that Indian tribes warred for 

Photograph by Eekler 

ENTRANCE TO HOT SPRINGS NATIONAL PARK 

their possession but that finally a truce was made which enabled all 
tribes to avail alike of their waters. 

Government analyses of the waters disclose more than 20 chemi­
cal constituents, and it is these or their combination to which is prin­
cipally attributed the water's efficacy in many diseased conditions. 
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XVI 

THE ZION NATIONAL P A E K 

Special Character is t ic : Viv id ly Colored and Fan t a s t i c a l l y Carved Sandstone 
Cliffs Bordering' a Deep Val ley 

N OT many miles north of the Grand Canyon National Park the 
desert of southern Utah finds its most gorgeous expression in a 

deep cairyon between sandstone cliffs of great height and vivid color. 
Here the famous Vermilion Cliff, whose brilliant red precipice 
brightens more than a hundred desert miles, joins the glistening 
White Cliff, another desert feature of celebritjg the white overlying 
the red. Here, too, sandstones and shales of many other hues unite 
in dazzling combination. The canyon of Mukuntuweap River, cut­
ting vertically down 2,500 feet, displays these colors in many 'majestic 
and fantastically modeled masses. 

This valley has been known to the Mormons since the late fifties, 
and Brigham Young named it Little Zion Canyon in 1861. A few 
years later it was explored and described by Government geologists 
and a few years aftenvards reserved for scientific reasons under the 
title of Mukuntuweap National Monument. I t was not until 1916 
that its amazing scenic splendor was made known to the public, and 
since then it has been entered by an automobile road and has become 
the resort of tourists. In 1918 President Wilson enlarged its bounda­
ries and renamed it the Zion National Monument. On November 
19, 1919, Congress elevated it to national park status as the Zion 
National Park. 

This gorgeous valley has about the same dimensions as the famous 
Yosemite AYlley. Extraordinary as are the sandstone forms, the 
color is what most amazes. The gorgeous red of the Vermilion Cliff 
is the prevailing tint. Two-thirds the way up these marvelous walls 
and temples are painted gorgeous reds; then above the reds tliey 
rise in startling white. Sotnetimes the white is surmounted by a cap 
of vivid red, remains of another red stratum which once overlay all. 
The other colors are many and brilliant. The Vermilion Cliff rests 
upon 350 feet of even a more insistant red relieved by mauve and 
purple shale. That in turn rests upon a hundred feet of other 
variegated strata. 

Through these successive layers of sands and shales and lime­
stones, colored like a Roman sash, glowing in the sun like a rainbow, 
the Mukuntuweap River has cut its amazing valley. 

Zion National Park is reached by an automobile ride of 70 miles 
from the railroad through a vividly colored sandstone country. 
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The entrance is between two gigantic stone masses of complicated 
architectural proportions which are appropriately named the Eastern 
and the Western Temple. 

The Western Temple is seen from a foreground of river. From a 
stairway of many colors it springs abruptly 4,000 feet. I ts body is 
brilliant red. I ts upper third is white. The Eastern Temple, which 
rises directly opposite and 2 miles back from the rim is a thousand 
feet higher. 

Passing the gates the traveler stands in a canyon of nearly per­
pendicular sides more than half a mile deep, half a mile wide at the 
bottom, a mile wide from crest to crest, whose walls blaze with color. 

Photograph by George L. Beam 

A HonsEBACK PARTY IN ZION NATIONAL PARK, ANGEL'S LANDING IN 

THE DISTANCE 

On the west the Streaked Wall, carved from the Vermilion Cliff, is 
wonderfully eroded. Opposite is the Brown Wall, rich of hue, sup­
porting three stupendous structures of gorgeous color, known as the 
Sentinels. Opposite these rise on the west the Three Patriarchs, 
Yosemitelike in form, height, and bulk but not in personality or 
color. 

A mile beyond stands El Gobernador, the most remarkable mono­
lith of the region. This mighty rock, sometimes called the Great 
White Throne, is a colossal truncated dome, mostly white or gray in 
color, with streaks of red throughout. The white crown is heavily 
marked in two directions, suggesting the web and woof of drapery. 
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Directly opposite, a lesser monolith, nevertheless gigantic, is called 
Angel's Landing. A natural bridge which is still in nature's work­
shop is one of the interesting spectacles of this vicinity. Its splendid 
arch is fully formed, but the wall against which it rests its full 
length remains, broken through in one spot only. 

X V I I 

OTHER NATIONAL PARKS 

r | 1 H R E E further national parks may be briefly mentioned. 

PLATT N A T I O N A L P A R K 

Sulphur and other beneficent springs, hot and cold, which gush 
plentifully from an area of lVo square miles in southern Oklahoma, 
was the reason for the creation of the Piatt Xational Park in 1902. 
I t lies in a high country of great beauty and delightful climate and 
is extremely popular. Thousands of persons visit these springs 
annually. 

W I N D CAVE NATIONAL PARK 

The following year Congress made a national park of a remarkable 
limestone cavern in the Black Hills of southwestern South Dakota, 
not far from one of Custer's famous battle fields. Its name, Wind 
Cave, comes from a current of air which passes in and out of its 
mouth intermittently. The walls, ceilings, and floors of the many 
large and involved passages and chambers are elaborately and mag­
nificently decorated with the fantastic formations usual in limestone 
caves. 

The park has a surface area of 1C square miles, a part of which is 
maintained as a national game preserve for bison, elk, and antelope. 

SULLY'S H I L L N A T I O N A L P A R K 

Local demand for national parks during this period resulted also 
in the establishment of a national reservation in North Dakota under 
the name of Sully's Hill National Park. I t is a rugged, picturesque 
forested tract bordering a lake. I t is a wild-animal preserve and 
has historic associations. 



THE NATIONAL M O N U M E N T S AT A GLANCE 

A d m i n i s t e r e d b y N a t i o n a l P a r k S e r v i c e , D e p a r t m e n t of t h e I n t e r i o r 

[Number, 32; total area, 3,681 square miles, or 2,350,036.81 acres; chronologically in order of creation] 

Name Location Area (acres) Special characteristics 

Devils Tower Wyoming 1,152 Remarkable natural rock tower, of volcanic origin, 
1900 1,200 feet in height. 

Montezuma Cas- Arizona '100 Prehistoric clilf-dwellor ruin of unusual size situated 
tie. in a niche in face of a vertical elilf. Of scenic and 

1900 ethnologicinterest. 
El Morro. NewMexico__ 240 Enormous sandstone cliff eroded in form of a castle, 

1900 upon which inscriptions novo been placed by early 
Spanish explorers. Contains open ruins on top of El 
Morro. Of great historic, scenic, and ethnologic 
interest. 

Petrified Forest... Arizona 25,025 Abundance of petrified coniferous trees, one of which 
19041 forms a small natural bridge. Is of great scientific 

interest. 
Chaco Canyon New Mexico.. '20,629 Many large pueblos or communal houses, in good con-

(chii'ko). dition and of great interest. Considerable excavation 
1907 done on several of the ruins. 

Muir Woods' California 420.43 One of tho most noted redwood groves in California, 
(mur). and was donated by Hon. William Kent, ex-Member 

1908 of Congress. Located 7 miles from San Francisco. 
Pinnacles do 2,9S0. 26 Many spirelike rock formations, 600 to 1,000 feet high, 

1908 visible many miles; also numerous caves and other 
formations. 

Natural Bridges.. Utah '2,740 Three natural bridges, among largest examples of their 
1908 kind. Largest bridge is 222 feet high, 05 feet thick at 

top of arch; arch is 28 feet wide; span, 261 feet; height 
of span, 157 feet. Other two slightly smaller. 

Lewis and Clark Montana 160 Immense limestone cavern of great scientific interest, 
Cavern.' magnificently decorated with stalactite formations. 

1908 Now closed to public because of depredations by 
vandals. 

Tumacaeori (til- Arizona 10 Ruin of Franciscan mission dating from seventeenth 
mu-kii'-ku-re). century. Being restored by National Park Service as 

1908 rapidly as funds permit. 
Navajo (nav'a- do '300 Numerous pueblo, or cliff-dweller ruins, in good preser-

ho). vation. 
1909 

Shoshone Cavern Wyoming 210 Cavern of considerable extent, near Cody. 
(sho-sho'ne). 

1909 
Gran Q u i v i r a Now Mexico.. '560 One of the most important of earliest Spanish mission 

(grankc-ve'ra), ruins in the Southwest. Monument also contains 
1909 pueblo ruins. 

Sitka Alaska '57 Park of great natural beauty and historic interest as 
1910 scene of massacre of Russians by Indians. Contains 

16 totem poles of best native workmanship. 
Rainbow Bridge.. Utah 160 Unique natural bridge of great scientific interest and 

1910 symmetry. Height 309 feet above water, and span 
278 feet, in shape of rainbow. 

Colorado.._ Colorado 13,SS3 Many lofty monoliths, and is wonderful example of 
1911 erosion, and of great scenic beauty and interest. 

Papago Saguaro Arizona 1,910.43 Splendid collection of characteristic desert flora and 
(pa'pii-go sag- numerous pictographs. Interesting rock forms due 
wa'ro). to erosion. 

1914 
Dinosaur (di'no- Utah 80 Deposits of fossil remains of prehistoric animal life of 

sf)r\ _ great scientific interest. 
' 1915 

Capulin Moun- New Mexico. _ 6S1 Huge cinder cone of geologically recent formation, 
tain (kapu'lln). 

1910 
Vercndrye (ver- North Dakota. 253.04 Includes Crowhigh Butte; high butte from which 

ron-drc). Explorer Vcrendrye first beheld territory beyond 
1917 Missouri River. 

Casa Grande (kii' Arizona.. 472. 5 These ruins are one of the most noteworthy relics of a 
sat gnin'du). prehistoric age and people within the limits of the 

1918 3 United States. Discovered in ruined condition in 
1694. 

Katmai (kat'mi).. Alaska. '1,087,990 Wonderland of great scientific interest as example of 
1918 volcanism on a scale of great magnitude. Includes 

"Valley of Ten Thousand Smokes." 
' Estimated. 
' Donated to the United States. 
3 From June 22,1892, until Aug. 3,1918, classified as a national park. 
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The national monuments at a glance—Continued 

N a m e Location Area (acres) Special characteristics 

Scotts BlufT Nebraska 1,893.83 Region of historic and scientific interest . M a n y 
1919 famous old trails t raversed by the early pioneers in 

t h e w inn ing of t h e West passed over and through 
th is m o n u m e n t . 

Y u c c a H o u s e 1 Colorado 9.0 Located on eastern slope of Sleeping Ute M o u n t a i n . 
(yuc-ca). R u i n s of great archeological value; relic of prehistoric 

1919 i n h a b i t a n t s . 
Fossil Cycad South Dako ta . 320 Area containing deposits of p lant fossils. 

1922 
Aztec R u i n 1 N e w M e x i c o . - 4. 0 Prehistoric ru in of pueblo t y p e containing 300 rooms. 

1923 
Hovenweep Utah-Colorado 283.8 Four groups of prehistoric towers, pueblos, and cliff 

1923 dwellings. 
P ipe Spring Arizona 40 Old stone fort and spring of pure water in desert region 

1923 serves as memorial to early western pioneer life. 
Car lsbad Cave N e w M c x i c o . . 719.22 Limestone caverns of extraordinary size and of un-

1923 usual b e a u t y . 
Craters of t he Idaho 24,9(10 Weird volcanic region containing remarkable fissuro 

Moon . e rup t ion together wi th its associated volcanic cones, 
1924 craters, lava flows, caves, na tura l bridges, and other 

phenomena . 
W u n a t k i Arizona 2,234.10 Prehistoric dwellings of ancestors of I lopi Ind ians . 

1924 
Glacier Bay Alaska 1,104,800 Conta ins t idewater glaciers of first rank . 

1925 

1 Dona ted to t he Uni ted States . 

A D M I N I S T E R E D BY T H E D E P A R T M E N T O F A G R I C U L T U R E 

[Number , 15; total area, 001 square miles or 384,833.33 acres; chronologically in order of creation] 

N a m e Location Area (acres) Special characteristics 

Gila Cliff Dwell- New M e x i c o . . 100 N u m e r o u s cliff-dweller ru ins of much interest and in 
ings (he ' la) . good preservat ion. 

1907 
T o n t o Ar izona . ! 040 Do . 

1907 
Jewel Cave South D a k o t a . i 1,280 Limestone cavern of m u c h beau ty and considerable 

1908 extent , l imits of which are as yet u n k n o w n . 
Wheeler Colorado 300 Of m u c h interest from geological s t andpoin t as ex-

1908 ample of eccentric erosion and extinct volcanic 
act ion. Of much scenic beau ty . 

M o u n t O l y m p u s . W a s h i n g t o n . . . 299,370 Conta ins m a n y objects of great and unusua l scientific 
1909 interest , including m a n y glaciers. Is summer range 

and breeding ground of t he Olympic elk. 
Oregon Caves Oregon 480 Extensive caves in l imestone formation of m u c h 

190!) beau ty ; m a g n i t u d e not ent i rely ascertained. 
Devil Postpile California 800 Spectacular mass of hexagonal basalt ic columns, like 

1911 an immense pile of posts . Said to r ank wi th famous 
Giant ' s Causeway in I re land. 

Wa lnu t C a n y o n . . Arizona 900 Conta ins cliff dwellings of m u c h scientific and popular 
1915 interest . 

Bandelier (Ban- NewMexico__ 22,075 Vast n u m b e r of cliff-dweller ruins , w i t h artificial 
de-ler). caves, s tone sculpture , and other relics of prehis-

1910 tor icl i fe . 
Old Kasaan (kii- Alaska 38.3 Abandoned Ind ian village in which there are numer-

san) . ous remarkable to tem poles and other objects of 
1910 historical interest . 

Lehman C a v e s . . . Nevada 593.03 Limestono caverns of m u c h b e a u t y and of scientific 
1922 interest and importance. 

Timpanogos Cave U t a h 250 Limestone cavern. 
1922 

Bryce Canyon do 7,440 Box canyon filled wi th countless array of fantastically 
1923 eroded pinnacles. Best exhibit of vivid coloring of 

ea r th ' s materials . 
Chir icahua Arizona 4,480 N a t u r a l formations known as the " P i n n a c l e s , " wi th in 

1924 Coronado Nat ional Forest . 
Lava Beds California 45,907 Ice caves and ba t t leground Modoc Ind ian W a r 1873. 

1925 

1 Es t ima ted . 
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The national monuments at a glance—Continued 

A D M I N I S T E R E D BY T H E W A R D E P A R T M E N T 

[Number , 9; total area, 158.09 acres; chronologically in order of creation] 

Big Hole Ba t t l e M o n t a n a 5 Site of battlefield on which ba t t le was fought Aug. 9, 
Field.1 1877, be tween a small force of Uni ted States troops 

1910 and a m u c h larger forceof Nez Perce Ind ians , resulting 
in a rout for the Indians . 

Cabrillo (ka-brel '- California 1 Of historic interest because of discovery of the terr i tory 
yo). now par t ly embraced in t h e Sta te of California by 

1913 J u a n Rodriguez Cabrillo, who at this point first 
sighted land on Sept. 28,1542. 

M o u n d C i t y Ohio 57 Famous group of prehistoric mounds in C a m p Sherman 
Group. Mi l i ta ry Reservat ion. 

1923 
For t Wood New York 2.5 Site of the Sta tue of Liber ty . 

1924 
Castle P i n c k n e y . . South Carolina 3.5 Fortification buil t in 1810 to replace a Revolut ionary 

1924 fort. 
For t Pulaski Georgia 20 Bui l t in 1810 to replace For t Greene of the Revolut ion. 

1924 
For t Mar ion [ Florida 18.09 For t bui l t by Spaniards in 1050. 

1924 
For t M a t a n z a s - - - do 1 Relic of Spanish Invasion. 

1924 
Mer iwether Lewis Tennessee 50 , Contains grave of Cap ta in Lewis of the Lewis and 

1925 Clark expedition. 

1 Set aside by Execut ive order. 



Nineteen national parks, containing 11.S0-1 square miles, or 7,564,560 acres; 32 national monuments containing 
3,681.32 square miles, or 2,356,036.81 acres. Administered by the National Park Service 
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