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illustrations. 

Another interesting publication on the national parks and national 
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ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C., for $1 a copy. 



II OUR NATIONAL MONUMENTS 

THE NATIONAL MONUMENTS AT A GLANCE—Continued 

Name Location Area (acres) Distinctive characteristics 

Seotts Blufl Nebraska 1,894 Region of historic and scientific interest. Many 
1919 famous old trails traversed by the early pioneers in the 

winning of the West passed over and through this 
monument. 

Shoshone Cavern Wyoming 210 Cavern of considerable extent, near Cody. Not open 
(sho-sho'-ne). to visitors at present. 

1909 
Sitka Alaska 57 Area of great natural beauty and historic interest as 

1910 scene of massacre of Russians by Indians. Contains 
16 totem poles of best native workmanship. 

Tumacacori (tu Arizona 10 Ruin of Franciscan mission dating from seventeenth 
ma-ka'-ko-re). century. Being restored by National Park Service 

1908 as rapidly as funds permit. 
Verendrye (ver- North Dakota___ 250 Includes Crowhigh Butte, from which Explorer Veren-

ron-dre). drye first beheld territory beyond Missouri River. 
1917 

Wupatki Arizona 2,234 Prehistoric dwellings of ancestors of Hopi Indians. 
1924 

Yucca House i Colorado 10 Located on eastern slope of Sleeping Ute Mountain. 
(yiic-ca). Is a pile of masonry of great areheological value, relic 

1919 of prehistoric inhabitants. 

i Donated to the United States. 

ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

[Number, 16; total area, 596 square miles or 381,185 acres] 

i Estimated. 

Name Location Area (acres) Distinctive characteristics 

Bandelier (Ban-de- New Mexico._ 22,075 Vast number of cliff-dweller ruins of unusual ethno-
ler). logical and educational interest, including ruins of 

1916 Rito de los Frijoles, Otowi, Tsankawi, and others. 
Some of the tools, implements, and simple house­
hold equipment of the former inhabitants have been 
restored as they were centuries ago. 

Chirieahua Arizona 4,480 Natural rock formations—pillars, balanced rocks, and 
1924 formations resembling animals, faces, etc. 

Devil Postpile California 800 Consists of peculiar hexagonal basaltic columns, like 
1911 an immense pile of posts. The columns lie in the 

pile at all angles from vertical to almost horizontal. 
Said to rank with famous Giant's Causeway of 
Ireland. 

Gila Cliff Dwellings New Mexico._ 160 ClilV-dweller ruins. Four natural cavities in the face 
(he'la). of an overhanging cliff 150 feet high, of a grayish-

1907 yellow volcanic formation, are divided into small 
rooms by walls built of adobe and small stones, 
which are in a good state of preservation. The 
ruins are situated in rough and broken country and 
are accessible only by trail. 

Holy Cross Colorado 1, 392 2 crevices on side of Mount of the Holy Cross, which 
1929 when filled, or partially filled, with snow form a 

figure in the shape of a Greek cross. Object of much 
public and religious interest. 

Jewel Cave South Dakota. J 1, 280 Cavern of limestone formation. Consists of a series 
1908 of chambers, connected by narrow passages, with 

numerous side galleries. 
Lava Beds California 45,967 Unusual and unique exhibits of volcanic action and 

1925 lava flows in the shape of peculiar lava caves and 
tunnels in great numbers and of considerable size. 
In many of these caves rivers of perpetual ice are 
found and Indian petroglyphs carved and painted 
upon their walls indicate possible occupancy by 
early historic and prehistoric races. Battle ground 
of Modoc Indian war of 1873. 

Lehman Caves Nevada. 593 Caves of light-gray and white limestone, honey-
1922 combed by tunnels and galleries of stalactite forma­

tions. 
Mount Olympus Washington... 298, 730 Contains many objects of unusual scientific interest, 

1909 including numerous glaciers. It is a real wilderness 
area, having no settlements, no supply points, nor 
human habitations within it. Bands of the rare 
Roosevelt elk, numbering several thousand head, 
of a species native to the region and not found else­
where, have their summer feeding grounds within 
the monument area. 
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T H E N A T I O N A L M O N U M E N T S A T A G L A N C E — C o n t i n u e d 

i 

N a m e Locat ion Area (acres) Dis t inc t ive characteristics 

Old Kasaan (ka-san)__ Alaska 38 Abandoned Ha ida Ind ian village in which remain 
1910 to tem poles, grave houses and monumen t s , and 

port ions of the original framework of the buildings. 
Oregon Oaves Oregon -180 Caves in l imestone formation of great var ie ty and 

1909 beauty . These assume odd, grotesque, and fantas­
tic forms of considerable extent and are s i tuated in 
an a t t rac t ive envi ronment . 

Sunset Crater Arizona 3,010 A volcanic crater wi th lava flows and icecaves .near 
1930 famous San Francisco Peaks . 

Timpanogos Cave U t a h 250 Limestone cavern. T h e cave is almost 000 feet in 
1922 length. M a n y beautiful efTects are emphasized by 

the electric lights installed in the cave. 
T o n t o Arizona * 640 T w o cliff-dweller ruins just oil the Roosevelt Globe 

1907 Highway , one to the southwest of the road and the 
other on t he west side of the canyon. T h e y con­
sist of two and three storied walls of adobe wi th 
the suppor t ing beams and lintels of windows and 
low doors still in place. 

Wa lnu t Canyon Arizona 960 Conta ins cliff dwellings of marked scientific and pop-
1915 ular interest bui l t in unde r the outward sloping 

canyon walls, utilizing the projecting limestone 
ledges as foundations. Instead of being of the 
communal type , these cliff houses were apparen t ly 
buil t for separate families and contain from six to 
eight rooms. 

Wheeler Co lo rado . . 306 Volcanic formations of unusual scientific interest as 
1908 i l lustrat ing erratic erosion. Unusual combinat ion 

of fantastic pinnacles and interest ing gorges. 

i E s t i m a t e d . 

A D M I N I S T E R E D BY T H E W A R D E P A R T M E N T 

[Number , 1G; total area, 642 acres] 

N a m e Location Area (acres) Dis t inc t ive characteristics 

Abraham Lincoln 's K e n t u c k y 110 Conta ins the log cabin and par t of the farm where 
Birthplace. A b r a h a m Lincoln was born. 

1918 
Big Hole Ba t t l e M o n t a n a 5 Site of ba t t le field on which butt le was fought Aug. 

Field. 9, 1877, between a small force of United States 
1919 troops and a m u c h larger force of Nez Perce Indians , 

resulting in rout for the Indians . 
Cabrillo California .8 Of historic interest because of discovery of the terri-

1913 tory now part ly embraced in the State of Cali­
fornia by J u a n Rodriguez Cabrillo, who a t th is 
point first sighted land on Sept. 28, 1542. 

Castle P incknev South Carol ina. 3.8 Fortification built in 1810 to replace a Revolut ionary 
1924 fort. 

Cl ialmette Louisiana 17 Erected in memory of t he Ba t t l e of New Orleans, 
1907 which was fought on Jan . 8,1815. 

For t M a r i o n . . . Florida 18 For t built bv Spaniards in 1G5G. 
1924 

For t Matanzus do 1 Relic of Spanish invasion. 
1924 

For t M c H e n r y M a r y l a n d 47 Restored and preserved as bir thplace of " S t a r -
1925 Spangled Banne r . " 

For t Niagara N e w York .0674 Site for erection of cross to commemorate a cross 
1925 erected by F a t h e r Mil le t t in 1GSS on wha t is now 

the For t Niagara Mil i ta ry Reservat ion. 
For t Pulaski Georgia 20 Buil t in 1810 to replace For t Greene, of the Revolu-

1924 tion. 
For t Wood Now York 2.5 Site of t h e S ta tue of Liber ty . 

1924 
Kennesaw Moun- Georgia GO Site of impor tan t Civil W a r engagement fought 

tain. J u n e 27, 18G4. 
1928 

K i t t y H a w k Nor th Carolina None . Scene of first sustained flight by heavier-than-air 
1927 machine. 

Meriwether L e w i s . . . Tennessee 300 Conta ins grave of Cap ta in Lewis, of the Lewis and 
1925 Clark Expedi t ion. 

M o u n d Ci ty G r o u p . . Ohio 57 F a m o u s group of prehistoric m o u n d s in C a m p 
1923 Sherman Mil i ta ry Reservation. 

Whi te Plains Ba t t l e New York None. Memorial tablet to indicate the position of the Revo-
Field, lu t ionary A r m y under the command of General 

192G Washington. 



THE NATIONAL PARKS AT A GLANCE 
[Number , 23; total area, 12,431 square miles] 

IV 

Area in 
Name of park Location square Distinctive characteristics 

miles 

Acadia Maine coast 16 T h e group of granite mountains upon M o u n t 
1019 Desert Island and also bold point on opposite 

mainland across Frenchmans Bay—Formerly 
called the Lafayette National Park. 

Bryce Canyon Southwestern U t a h . . . 23 Box canyon filled with countless array of fantas-
1928 tieally eroded pinnacles—Best exhibit of vivid 

coloring of earth 's materials. 
Carlsbad C a v e r n s . . Southeastern N e w lbs Beautifully decorated limestone caverns, believed 

1030 Mexico. to be largest yet discovered. 
Crater Lake Southwestern Oregon. 249 Lake of extraordinary blue in crater of extinct 

1902 volcano—Sides 1,000 feet high—Interesting lava 
formations—Fine fishing. 

General Grant Middle eastern Cali- 4 Created to preserve the celebrated General Grant 
1S90 fornia. Tree, 40.3 feet in diameter—31 miles by trail 

from Sequoia National Park. 
Glacier Northwestern M o n - 1,534 Hugged mounta in region of unsurpassed alpine 

1910 tana. character—250 glacier-fed lakes of romantic 
beauty—00 small glaciers—Precipices thou­
sands of feet deep—Almost sensational scenery 
of marked individuality—Fine trout fishing. 

Grand Canyon. North central Arizona. 1,009 The greatest example of erosion and the most 
1919 sublime spectacle in the world. 

Grand Teton Northwestern \Vyo- 150 Includes most spectacular portion of Teton 
1929 ming. Mountains, an uplift of unusual grandeur. 

G r e a t S m o k y North Carolina and 248 This area is not to be developed as a national 
Mountains 193 0 Tennessee. park until at least 427,000 acres have been do-
(proposed). nated to the United States, as specified in the 

organic act. Meanwhile the park area of 1 oS,-
870.50 acres already in Federal ownership is 
being protected by the National Park Service. 

Hawaii Hawaii 245 Interesting volcanic areas—Kilauea ami Mauna 
1910 Ix)a, active volcanoes on the island of Hawaii; 

Haieakala, a huge extinct volcano on the island 
of Maui. 

Hot Springs Middle Arkansas lbj 40 hot springs said to possess healing properties— 
1921 Many hotels and boarding houses—19 bath­

houses under Government supervision. He-
served by Congress in 1832 as the Hot Springs 
Heservation to prevent exploitation of hot 
waters. 

Lassen Volcanic Northern California... 103 Only active volcano in United States proper— 
1910 Lassen Peak, 19,453 feet—Cinder Cone, 0,913 

feet—Hot springs—Mud geysers. 
Mesa Verde Southwestern C o l o - 80 Most notable and best preserved prehistoric 

1900 rado. cliff dwellings in United States, if not in the 
world. 

Mount MeKinley.. South central Alaska.. 2,015 Highest mountain in North America—Rises 
1917 higher above surrounding country than any 

other mountain in the world. 
Mount Rainier.-.*-- West central Wash- 325 Largest accessible single peak glacier system; 

1899 ington. 28 glaciers, some of large size; 48 square miles of 
glacier, 50 to 500 feet thick—Wonderful sub-
alpine wild-flower fields. 

Piatt Southern Oklahoma... 1 Sulphur and other springs possessing medicinal 
1902 value. 

Rocky Moun ta in - . . ; Nor th middle Colo- 401 Heart of the Rockies—Snowy range, peaks 11,000 
1915 rado. to 14,255 feet a l t i tude—Remarkable records of 

glacial period. 
Sequoia Middle eastern Cali- 004 T h e Big Tree National Park—Scores of sequoias 

1890 fornia. 20 to 30 feet in diameter, thousands over 10 feet 
in diameter, General Sherman Tree, 37.3 feet 
in diameter and 273.9 feet high—Towering 
mounta in ranges—Startling precipices—Mount 
Whitney and Kern River country. 

Sullys Hill North Dakota 1 Small park with woods, streams, and a lake—Is 
1904 a wild-animal preserve. 

Wind Cave South Dakota 17 Cavern having several miles of galleries and 
1903 numerous chambers containing peculiar for­

mations. 
Yellowstone Northwestern W y o - 3,420 More geysers than in all rest of world together— 

1872 ming, southwestern Boiling springs—Mud volcanoes—Petrified 
Montana , and north- forests—Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone, 
eastern Idaho. remarkable for gorgeous coloring—Largelakes— 

M a n y large streams and waterfalls—Vast 
wilderness, one of the greatest wild bird and 
animal preserves in the world—Exceptional 
t rout fishing. 

Yosemito Middle eastern Cali- 1,139 Valley of world-famed beauty—Lofty elilTs— Ro-
1890 fornia. mant le vis tas—Many waterfalls of extraor­

dinary height—3 groves of Big Trees—High 
Sierra—Waterwheel Falls—Good trout fishing. 

Zion Southwestern U t a h . . . 148 Magnif icent gorge (Zion Canyon) , depth from 
1919 1,500 to 2,500 feet, with precipitous walls—Of 

great beauty and scenic interest. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
RAY LYMAN WILBUR, Secretary 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 
HORACE M. ALBRIGHT, Director 

GLIMPSES OF 
OUR NATIONAL MONUMENTS 

GENERAL INTRODUCTION 

In addition to the national parks, the National Park Service of 
the Department of the Interior has under its jurisdiction a second 
class of reservations called national monuments. The majority of 
these national monuments were created by presidential proclamation 
under the authority contained in the act of Congress of June 8, 1906,1 

entitled "An act for the preservation of American antiquities." This 
act authorizes the President of the United States " to declare by 
public proclamation historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric struc­
tures, and other objects of historic or scientific interest that are situ­
ated upon the lands owned or controlled by the Government of the 
United States to be national monuments." The newest monument, 
the George Washington Birthplace National Monument at Wake­
field, Va., however, was established by act of Congress, and another 
congressional act has authorized the establishment of yet another 
monument when certain conditions specified have been complied with. 

NATIONAL PARKS A N D NATIONAL MONUMENTS CLOSELY ALLIED 

The national parks and national monuments are so closely allied 
that it is difficult to draw a hard and fast line between them. Gener­
ally speaking, national parks are areas preserved in Federal owner­
ship by act of Congress because of their outstanding scenery, national 
in character. The national monuments, on the other hand, are re­
served because of their historic, prehistoric, or scientific interest. 

A list of the various national parks, with their location, area, and 
most important characteristics, is given on page iv. 

1 Text of act given on pp. 72 and 73. 
1 



2 OUR NATIONAL MONUMENTS 

TYPES OF NATIONAL MONUMENTS 

The national monuments may be divided into four general 
classes—prehistoric, historic, geologic, and biologic. In the first 
two classes fall the ruins of the homes of the peoples who inhabited 
the United States before the coming of the white man and whose 
history is unknown except as it can be pieced together from the type 
of homes they built and the artifacts found in the ruins; and the 
ruins of structures built by the early white men, such as the old 
Spanish missions of the Southwest and the stockade at Pipe Spring, 
Ariz., built by the first settlers of the region. The geologic 
monuments contain volcanic phenomena, ledges of rock eroded in 
striking form, limestone caves, petrified trees and plants, and the 
fossil remains of prehistoric reptilian life. The biological national 
monument administered by the National Park Service contains a 
remarkable growth of trees, while another monument administered 
by the Department of Agriculture was created to preserve the 
Olympic or Roosevelt species of elk. 

ADMINISTRATION AND PROTECTION 

At the present time" there are 64 national monuments. Of these, 
32 are administered by the Department of the Interior, 16 by the 
Department of Agriculture, and 16 by the War Department. The 
monuments that are placed under the War Department are those of 
historic interest from the standpoint of military operations, while 
those under the Department of Agriculture are areas surrounded by 
national forests, which can be protected by the Forest Service in 
connection with its forest work. All the other national monuments 
so far created have been placed under the control of the Department 
of the Interior and are administered by the Director of the National 
Park Service in accordance with the act of August 25, 1916,:; estab­
lishing the service. Lists of the national monuments administered 
by the National Park Service, Department of the Interior, and by 
the War Department and the Department of Agriculture are given 
on pages i, u , and in. 

In order to coordinate the administration of these various reserva­
tions as far as possible, the Secretary of War and the Secretary of 
the Interior several years ago entered into an agreement for the 
transfer of certain of the national military and other parks and 
national monuments under the jurisdiction of the War Department 
to the Department of the Interior, to be administered by the National 
Park Service. 

- Ju ly 1, 1030. 
z Text of act given on pp. 73 and 74. 
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Legislation covering such transfer was introduced in the first ses­
sion of the Seventieth Congress, but failed of final enactment before 
the close of that Congress. Should the transfer be made later as 
proposed, these various reservations would be classified as national 
historic parks, to distinguish them from the great scenic parks. 
Under the plan suggested, no active military cemeteries will be con­
sidered for transfer to the Department of the Interior from the 
War Department. 

As increasing funds* have been made available by Congress for the 
administration of the national monuments, protection of these areas 
has been extended. Gradually full-time custodians on Government 
pay roll are replacing the part-time or volunteer custodians, resi­
dents of the localities in which the monuments are located who have so 
generously in the past devoted a portion of their time to monument 
affairs. The important southwestern national monuments, many of 
which have resident custodians, have been grouped under the gen­
eral field supervision of Frank Pinkley, superintendent of south­
western monuments, who is also in immediate charge of the Casa 
Grande National Monument. His address is Coolidge, Ariz. 

Wherever possible, with the funds available, repair and restora­
tion work has been carried on in the ruined structures within the 
monuments, and in some cases camp grounds for motorists have been 
installed and roads and trails improved. 

Rules and regulations regarding the government of the various 
national monuments are printed on pages 70 to 72, inclusive. 

In the following short descriptions of the national monuments 
administered by the National Park Service information regarding 
rail and automobile approaches to the monuments and the names and 
addresses of the custodians are given. 

A R C H E S N A T I O N A L M O N U M E N T 

Superb examples of wind erosion are contained in the Arches Na­
tional Monument, in Grand County, Utah, which was established by 
presidential proclamation dated April 12, 1929. I t has an area of 
4,520 acres. 

Utah is noted for its canyons and bridges, cut in the desert sand­
stone primarily through the erosional effects of running water. In 
the Arches area, however, the fantastic and bizarre rock creations 
are not water hewn, but were produced by the hot desert winds, 
aided by the occasional rains that occur even in this nearly arid 
country. Arches, caves, castlelike piles, window openings, chim-

1 The annual appropriations made for the administrat ion of the national monuments by 
the Interior Department a re listed on p. 71. 
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neys, bridges, and walls, all have been carved by nature from the 
massive red sandstone. 

The monument contains two tracts, known locally as the " Devil's 
Garden " and the "Windows," which are separated by a wide desert 
valley. A total of 2,600 acres is contained in the Devil's Garden 
section, with the remaining 1,920 acres in the Windows. 

The main feature of the Windows section is an immense sandstone 
pile, with doors and windows, resembling a huge battlemented castle. 
Seeing it for the first time, one might almost think it the weathered 
ruin of some man-built stronghold. There are other smaller castles, 
windowed cathedrals, walled courts connected by long passageways, 

I'hoto by Gc». L. Ileum. Courtesy Denver A Hie. Cirendo Western It . It. Co. 

One of the bridges in the Devil's Garden section. 

and everywhere, no matter which way the observer turns, natural 
window openings and arches. The openings range from windows a 
foot or two in diameter to natural bridges of a hundred feet or more 
in diameter. Some are completely formed, while others are still in 
the making. In the great Avails are eight natural arches of enormous 
size, and at one point a double arch 200 feet high makes an almost 
perfect circle. There are balanced rocks here, too, in almost every 
conceivable form and shape; pyramids of sandstone several hundred 
feet high, and tall, separate, slender sandstone spires. 

The Devil's Garden is located in a continuous sandstone ridge, so 
eroded as to be intensely interesting from both a scenic and a geologic 
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standpoint. A few natural windows and bridges occur here, but 
these are the least interesting of this section's formations. Huge 
amphitheaters, joined by narrow, twisting passageways, are filled 
with a countless variety of rock formations, some in the form of 
towers and pyramids, others topped by steeples, turrets, columns, 
and minarets. In the center of one amphitheater is a high shaft of 
rock resting on a pedestal composed of layers of sandstone. Some of 
these courtlike open places are completely surrounded hj interesting 
monoliths. Many of the spires, pinnacles, and sentinels are several 
hundred feet high. 

Both the Windows and the Devil's Garden were discovered by 
Alex Ringhoffer, a prospector of the region. According to him some 
of the caves have the appearance of having been artificially closed, 
and ho is inclined to believe that in them may some day be found 
mummies carefully laid away by some long-vanished race. 

The Arches National Monument, which is one of the southwestern 
group under the general supervision of Superintendent Pinkley, is 
located near Moab, Utah, and may be reached by horseback from 
Moab, or by car and horseback from Thompson, Utah. 

AZTEC R U I N S N A T I O N A L M O N U M E N T 

The Aztec Ruins National Monument, situated near the town of 
Aztec, N. Mex., contains an interesting cluster of prehistoric ruins. 
The land included in the monument was donated to the Government 
in two separate tracts. The first, an area of 4.6 acres containing the 
remarkable Aztec Ruin, was presented to the United States by deed 
of gift from the American Museum of Natural History through the 
generosity of one of its trustees, Mr. Archer M. Huntington. By 
presidential proclamation dated January 24,1923, this area was made 
the Aztec Ruin National Monument. Later the museum donated the 
land containing the remainder of the ruins, and by proclamation 
dated July 2, 1928, this new area, approximately 12.6 acres in extent, 
was added to the reservation and the name changed to Aztec Ruins 
National Monument. The new plot contains one major ruin about 
as large in ground plan as the Aztec, several smaller ruins, and a 
unique, well-preserved circular structure which promises to be of 
unusual interest. 

The Aztec Ruin itself is a large E-shaped pueblo structure con­
taining approximately 500 rooms. In ground plan and structural 
detail it is closely related to the great ruins of the Chaco Canyon 
group, and is the most striking and best preserved of the group of 
ruins near Aztec. The first story of the building is standing and 
in 24 of the rooms original ceilings are intact. The walls of many 
of the second-story rooms are standing and in some cases also parts 
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of third-story rooms. The ceilings, where in place, are supported 
by large beams, cut and dressed with stone tools, and are inter­
esting exhibits of work done in. the Stone Age. The sandstone walls, 
reasonably plumb and with dressed faces, take high rank as examples 
of prehistoric masonry. The American Museum of Natural History 
conducted extensive explorations from 1916 to 1924 under the direc­
tion of Earl H. Morris, who was until 1927 custodian of the monu­
ment. This work consisted of clearing out the rooms that had been 
covered by debris and sand for hundreds of years, capping the stand­
ing walls to prevent further disintegration, and studying it in an 
effort to throw light upon its antiquity and place its builders in 
the aboriginal history of our country. Slightly more than half of 

Aztec Ruin 

the ruin has been completely excavated and repaired. The scientific 
results thus far published comprise Volume X X V I , Anthropological 
Papers of the American Museum of Natural History. 

In one room excavated several years ago were found two levels of 
occupation. As revealed by the potsherds, the basal fill of refuse 
3 or 4 feet in thickness was of the age of the ruins in Chaco Canyon 
National Monument. Overlying this deposit was a thin adobe floor, 
and built upon this in the northwest corner was found a masonry 
bin roofed with mud supported hj cross sticks and a reed mat. As 
a part of the process of rehabilitation the doors in the north and 
south walls had been blocked with stone, leaving a hatchway in the 
ceiling as the only means of access. Enough wall debris and drift 

Grant Photo 
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sand had worked down through the hatchway to cover the secondary 
floor to a depth of from 3 to 6 feet. Lying immediately upon the 
floor were the ladder which originally stood against the western 
side of the hatch, a hafted axe, Mesa Verde potsherds, and a number 
of other objects, including the dried body of a canine, apparently a 
dog, which must have been confined in the room, to judge by the 
claw marks upon the walls. 

An interesting museum collection has been installed in six of the 
excavated rooms. The nucleus for this museum was material loaned 
by the American Museum of Natural History, which conducted ex­
plorations at the monument, and several hundred specimens have 
been donated by local people. The manners and customs of the 
ancient inhabitants as deduced from their artifacts are explained to 
museum visitors. 

The town of Aztec is on a branch of the Denver & Rio Grande 
Western Railroad's narrow-gage lines extending from Durango, 
Colo., to Farmington, N. Mex., and also on New Mexico's section 
of the National Park-to-Park Highway. The monument is within a 
mile of Aztec and easily reached. 

Jolmwill Faris, of Aztec, is custodian of the monument. 

C A P U L I N M O U N T A I N N A T I O N A L M O N U M E N T 

Capulin Mountain, N. Mex., is a magnificent example of a recently 
extinct volcano. Rising to an altitude of about 8,000 feet above sea 
level, it stands 1,500 feet above the general level of the surrounding 
plain. I t is a steep-sided, circular cinder cone having a well-marked 
crater at its summit, with a broad platform at its base built up by 
successive flows of lava. The mountain is about a mile and a half 
in diameter at its base. The diameter of the crater from rim to 
rim is about 1,500 feet and its bottom is about 75 feet below the lowest 
part of the rim and 275 feet lower than the highest point. 

Capulin Mountain is situated in the center of a volcanic region 
whose western extremity is about 50 miles east of the Rocky Moun­
tains and which extends easterly from Raton Pass on the Santa Fe 
Trail through southern Colorado and northeastern New Mexico into 
Oklahoma, a distance of more than 80 miles. Evidence of the 
tremendous volcanic activity that occurred in this section is to-day 
disclosed in the mesas built up by layers of successive lava flows 
of varying thicknesses, separated by long periods of time, and now 
exposed through the action of erosion. Great cracks in the earth 
through which the molten rock poured forth are exposed in the 
eroded areas as dikes of solidified lava. In some places where the 
lava welled up through relatively small pipes the hardened filling 
now protrudes from the surface as " plugs," the softer rock around 
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them having been eroded away. In other places the lava issued 
through vents, and mountains were built up. The cinder cones repre­
sented by Capulin Mountain were the last to be formed and result 
from the last relatively feeble effort of the djdng volcanic forces. 

The national monument, created by presidential proclamation 
August 9, 1916, covers an area of 680.37 acres. I ts principal exhibit, 
Capulin Mountain, is one of the striking features of this region of 
unique and attractive scenery. I t is 6 miles southwest of Folsom, 
N. Mex., on the Colorado Southern Railroad, and 3 miles north of 
the town of Capulin, on a branch line of the Santa Fe system. The 
Colorado-to-Gulf Highway passes south of the monument through 
I)es Moines and Capulin Station, and another road passes east of the 

Capulin Mountain 

monument through Des Moines and Folsom. Autos can be driven 
from the base of the volcano to the rim of the crater over a well-
packed cinder road built by the National Park Service. The road is 
approximately 2 miles in length and 15 feet wide and has a 6 per 
cent grade. Homer J . Farr , the custodian of the monument, lives 
at the town of Capulin. 

CASA GRANDE N A T I O N A L M O N U M E N T 

The Casa Grande National Monument, established to preserve 
interesting prehistoric ruins, is an area of 472.5 acres of typical desert 
land, covered with mesquite, creosote, and salt bush, located in the 
Gila Valley of south central Arizona at an altitude of 1,422 feet. 

The Casa Grande, or " Great House," the main feature of this 
monument, is a burnt-out, dismantled group of solid adobe walls, 
ruins of a great building which at one time was four stories in height. 
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The standing Avails are 4 feet thick at their base. The first recorded 
white man to visit the ruin was Father Eusebio Francisco Kino, 
founder of the Tumacacori Mission, who passed here in 1694 and 
wrote a description of the ruins, which at the time of his discover}' 
must have been standing for over two centuries in about the same con­
dition that they are to-day. In addition to the great building there 
are many ruins of other prehistoric dwellings, the whole indicating 
a remarkable record of advancement in the architecture of the 
builders at Casa Grande up to the time of its final abandonment. 

This area was first established as a national reservation by Execu­
tive order of June 22, 1892, under authority contained in the act of 
Congress approved March 2, 1889, and was classified as a national 

Gnntl'hoto 

The Casa Grande and near-by ruins 

park. Later, on December 10, 1909, the boundaries of the reserva­
tion were changed by the elimination of 120 acres on which there 
were no prehistoric ruins and the inclusion of a tract of 120 acres 
adjoining the reservation on the east, on which are located important 
mounds of historic interest. Finally, on August 3, 1918, by presi­
dential proclamation the reservation Avas given national monument 
status. 

The history of the rise and fall of the civilization Avhich built and 
inhabited the Casa Grande ruins is only conjectural but the ruins 
themselves present much interesting material to the student. Un­
doubtedly Avhen these people came into the A'alley they Avere nomads, 
but the opportunities for a settled life deA'oted to agricultural pur­
suits must have appealed to them. Their first step Avas the construc­
tion of an irrigation system, the remains of which are still plainly 
visible. Then came the problem of housing and finally the need of 
defensiA'e construction for protection from their enemies. The 


