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propane were packed up from Goat. Haunt every two weeks. The 
pack train, a trail crew and the distrfct- r.-anger were often 
the only visitors during the season.> -Tne lookouts 
entertained themselves by reading, feeding. the ridge's 
wildlife, and observing activity on Koo.tenai Ilakes . . some 2700 
feet below. As Porcupine's 1966. ten"iint.,r .eported, "I learned 
how to conquer boredom, and use i.t'. creat.i vely." . .The 
lookouts' entries in the station iogbook generally reveal a 
real affection for their dramatic ,;- yet.:.:desolate outpost. 
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Increased use of aerial f i ,re obser.v.ei:S-,. •'c-onibined with a 
shift in NPS fire management philosop.bY:;>J>egan · lessening the 
park's dependance on fire. loo·kouts· in. :the''''I9SO's; by the 
1970 's ·only four of Glacier's- lcokou.ti_'''·s·aw ··:r:egular use. 
Porcupine Ridge Lookout has not. beeir,''iiiiniiecf :·s{nce the 1970 
season; neither the building nor- Lts ·acc.e.ss ' trail has 
apparently been maintained since of the 
trail have been obliterated by sl.ides: and: _flooding, al,though 
the lookout stands today largely int-act .• ::'y'.; : ..... . 
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"Final Construction Report on Fire Trail Corisft·uc: 
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Additional references are noted in the Multiple 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR sn 

has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundary is a square measuring 100 feet 

Boundary Justification 

The resource consists of a single, is9lated 
the structure and its immediate site. 
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Porcupine Ridge Fire Lookout 
Glacier National Park 
Glacier County, Montana 

NE 1/4 Section 5, T36N, R18W 

Porcupine Ridge Quadrangle 
Montana-Alberta 
USGS 7.5 Series 
Scale 1 :24,000 



_ Solar Panel Array and Antenna 
Location 

Porcupine Ridge 
Fire Lookout 

Glacier National Park 
Glacier County, Montana 

Above Left and Above: Vie~w to west and 
northeast. Below: View to west. Solar 
panel array Location is to left of outcrop. 
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MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

225 Norrh Robercs -o- P.O. Box 201201 -o- Helena, MT 59620-1201 
-o- (406) 444-2694 -o- FAX (406) 444-2696 -o- www.moncanahiscoricalsociery.org '°' 

March 27, 2007 

LON JOHNSON 
CULTURAL RESOURCE SPECIALIST 
GLACIER NATIONAL PARK 
WEST GLACIER, MT 59936 

Dear Lon, 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the National Register of Historic Places 
nomination form for the Headquarters Historic District (Boundary Increase I). The 
State Historic Preservation Review Board and I enjoyed touring the increase area last 
summer. Our office concurs that Glacier National Park Residences 41, 77, and 80, 
which comprise the boundary increase, are eligible for listing in the National Register 
under Criteria A and C. 

The Montana State Historic Preservation Office concurs that Logan Pass Visitor Center 
is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A and C. 

This office also concurs that Apgar's Glacier Park Cottage Sites HD, Alice Beck 
Cabin, Biair's Cottage Sites HD, Glacier Park Villas Sites HD, Greve's Tourist 
Cabins HD, Head of the Lake HD, Howes' Lake McDonald Cottage Sites HD, 
Kelly's Camp HD, Lewis' Cabin Lots HD, Sherwood Lodge, and Wheeler Camp are 
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under the contexts outlined 
in the Recreation Camps on Lake McDonald Multiple Properties Documentation 
Form. 

Finally, we would like to confirm that on August 8, 2005, JosefWarhank of this office 
concurred that Porcupine Fire Lookout (Smithsonian Number 24GL1114) is eligible 
for listing in the National Register under the contexts identified in the Glacier National 
Park Multiple Properties Documentation Form. 

Thank you again for your documentation of and dedication to these outstanding places. 
Please let me know if you have any questions . 

Sincerely, 

\ / ' l [ 
/lit:(-C ·-T\LA.Wi't1v---

Kate Hampton 
National Register Historian and 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE -o- 1410 B"' Ave.(.. P.O. Box 201202 '°'Helena, MT 59620-1202 

<- (406)444-7715 '°' FAX (406)444-6575 



H30 

Dr. Mark Baumler 

United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Glacier National Park 

West Glacier, Montana 59936 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Montana Historical Society 
P.O. Box 201202 
Helena, Montana 59620 

Dear Dr. Baumler: 

In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, 
and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation's regulations, 36 CFR Part 800, we are 
notifying you of an undertaking that may affect historic properties in Glacier National Park. 
Located within the area of potential effect of the project is the Porcupine Ridge Fire Lookout, an 
unevaluated property. (The park has requested a Smithsonian site number from the University of 
Montana and we will forward it to you upon receipt.) 

Most of Glacier National Park's fire lookouts were listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places under the "Multiple Resource Submission for Historically Significant Resources in 
Glacier National Park, Montana (Historical Research Associates, 1985). The Porcupine Ridge 
Fire Lookout was not included with the submission. Enclosed is a 1988 National Register 
Nomination Form prepared for the building. The information is accurate with the exception of 
the building's condition; it has received cyclical maintenance and is in good condition. Glacier 
National Park has determined that the Porcupine Ridge Fire Lookout is eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places under the Multiple Resource Submission. Under Criterion 
A, the lookout is significant for its association with administration and management of the park. 
Under Criterion C, the lookout is an example of standardized lookout design and a representative 

· example of the National Park Service Rustic Style. 

The lookout is located south of the Goat Haunt Ranger Station in the Waterton River drainage. 
The remote area of the ranger station and adjacent drainages suffer from inadequate radio 
communications, presenting life safety issues for park staff and visitors in the area. The project 
will relieve ongoing radio telecommunications problems in the Goat Haunt Ranger Station 
vicinity. 
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Glacier National Park is proposing to install a park radio repeater powered by solar panels near 
the lookout. Project work includes installation of radio repeater communication control systems 
and batteries within the basement of the lookout and construction of a 130"X 57" solar panel 
array with a 4' single-pole antenna on a free standing timber frame structure away from the south 
elevation of the building. Photographs showing the location of the solar panel are enclosed. 
When originally proposed, the panels were to be attached to the lookout. An on-site visit by park 
staff determined that the panels could be mounted independent of the building, thus reducing 
direct and visual impact on the building. The panels will be visible to hikers immediately 
approaching the lookout, but the exposure will be of the side and not the full solar panel array. 

The park requests a consensus determination of eligibility for the Porcupine Ridge Lookout and 
your concurrence in our finding of no adverse effect for this project. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Lon Johnson at ( 406) 888-
7943. 

Sincerely, 

Michael 0. Holm 
Superintendent 

Enclosures 

bee: Mary Riddle w/ enclosures 
Lisa Turecek w/ enclosures 
Lon Johnson w/ enclosures 
Don Martinus w/enclosures 
Jack Polzin w/enclosures 



• ;•' 

( 

Radio Equipment Building 
Next to existing tower 
St. Mary Utility Area Historic District 

Location: abuts west side of existing radio tower 
Size: 12' X 20' X 8' 
Foundation: concrete slab 
Roof: gable with 6/12 pitch to match Dormitory; green metal roofing to match existing roofs in 
historic district. 
Siding: Hardiplank with 8" exposure to match characteristic wide exposure of other buildings 
Paint: St. Mary Oxford Brown to match existing buildings 
Fenestration: one metal door with lite; painted St. Mary Oxford Brown; no windows 
Other: a "waveguide" bridge (for coaxial cables) will extend from the side of the building to the 
radio tower at approximately six feet above ground 

Ground Disturbance: Limited to a 16' X 24' area for a concrete building slab. Area heavily 
disturbed by previous excavation to install a massive concrete footing for the existing tower. 




