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Gettysburg National- Jiilitory Park. •
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•- t Historical Statement 
Henry Sparkler Farm"Buildings

: '  » '■ £

-Thfe Henry Spangler farm“.lies between, the Emffli.tsburg Road*(on"the 

east) and Sendnery Ridge'on the west. It' is-bounded ’on the north mainly,

* ‘ by the Codori farm# owned by -the. United States Government^ and on the- s

south by the Shc-rfy farm, 'owned-‘by the Smyser Polkenroth estate»- The
* 4 * '  * li> * '- •, .*

/farm,,consisting of 130#8it acres/ was purchased by the; United States 
" \ ' '

, ’Government larch 28, 19 $$ , Spanglerls 'Woods ort.Seminary* Ridge, & '
r* —. ' i \ - c * ** *1-“* . *? .. r

25-acre parcel which .was. part of the Original Spongier .farm# was. “Urchasod 

by.. ths Government in 1859.'. The* entire farm. •' s- closely.associated with 

v, Pickett * q ‘Charge, as; a., continuous line of 'artiiloiy extended from south 

•to- north over this-land and Fickeit* s .entire division of )i>p8w. fomed-
r ’ ‘ . ’ * % *- . >. ‘ «. ’• - 1* * “ ! ■* *.

battle lines and awaited orders -to attack to the low ground in. the -vicinity* •» —„ V

of the Spangler buildings , ‘ '* “ ‘ ' "

General;R. E, Leo had tried to turn on'the afternnon of -July £ the-
r * , *

 ̂- ' left flank of-the .union line in the Little- Round Top Reach Orchard area#
,  ̂ f   ̂ " +• >

. oVer this.larid and the ‘-right flank at Spanglerfs Spring.* In the. charge ~

K , against the tfriion .'positions north, of the Peach Orchard# the i Confederate;
t i - . - ■ * *, u *

„. brigades commanded .by Col.'. UaVld- Lang# and brig. Gen* Cadmus Wilcox,
1 ' * . > . 1 

(R; H. Anderson’s'division,. A. P. Iliit’s ’Corns) charged frdm Seminary!
- * *i> ' * „ ‘ ' *- ' ** ’

” tRidge across-the Spangler farm against the Union linCs-in' the vicinity:

' ‘ 6f the 0. TClingOl- farm. C0.R."Vol. 27, 'Part I# 616-20) Railing to -
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hVeitftSr f3ailk>, le^:be,«jda:to plan in rildfore- « \ ;-’ '•
■ < ’ ' - r ~ '4 , . ,  ‘ - * ' • ‘ ■ ‘ r ‘

• v **'• ' fioott «foly* 5.4 final-'thrust a^ain&i fchfe UMqn.contiirnnn^ftatoiy ’
'■ : r- * ' * * '•  •* * *, . 4„  ̂ . ’ ' . ' ;- ” v  *

, -Severs! b&tieyS^of poli/S» t *  ttia «nits

/  *v " cdhEnarid '̂by Sort* T*„C. Jdrdlan* -Capt» 0» ibo^r, Cdpt;*. l.^i^.JParkor^
 ̂ w* Jy „ ' - • .* '4* ‘ * '-►*** * - * S *
* - i ' - ' • * C&jft* 5*- S* Rhett, Cant*, -I*. K d o l f f c l l c ^ 0* S^Jgrj'i&d bhd Vtesh-

. » *  '/ i  ' *  '•’ ■ 4 > '  V  l- - *  . r : . .-

.'* •' • /\ ij^pn.4LpulsianaO,Battalion coiiraandodrby . a^or- Esho&Sn consiafiin^- 

' , * ** of the? b 4 l t e p q .o $ 'o £  Cappi &lBXjgkL3ft$ Clpt* Joe ^Wgfcun* -Capfcy f# . *%.• p •
- ? * *» *. - ”• ?. & -. s* -a ’’•• „ .fc.  ̂ «* _.v ■* , •# 'i. •v'* ¿r- ro v* ‘ r’ * / ( J'

"■ •!: „ Kcherdsdh, £api.‘ C* I/*..Paired, ^cm ’nojed-forward-during'thaMcht ̂ of *• 

\  r ,«Iuly -2'„¿ran Kar^elch Ridge (‘fjr&si'nhi^ nositirtn th^^-Imd"-diii^od.Xnid^
p  ! ^ ^  ̂ " * . A *" '! [  ̂ / fc ^

«• a r iiille^  a t ’the'Paacft QrcBard, ^ui^g, tlxc;afl>Pi^6n of-*|fu2y ¿},$o ^ *
’¿' S . . .  ^ •*• -‘ . . ' * ' _ ¿ v ? : / ’* .

1 r • ‘an advance line e2itonain2 -northvjard;frtuii.thG ^aefr iOrclyfixi over the T 1
« vi« : r'. * " *"* *” ’*, ** ** 3 { ., »

1 ' r ■ jto&rtsr, and. ^afy-lej* - f ( O f f i c i a l *  Eecorda o f the' Ua£' of. tke. fieWllIbni
► '■ \, *1 * .<.• -■ * ’ ...  ̂ •■ V _ 1 ,.

<• ; •• ValV 2 7 i  Part 1, ,1*29-̂ 3/1133.-̂  J> Blchalder, s vroop Tosition Vap/ " \

„ v, * , ’2 ^ 7 6 ^  2v i^ltPuld^razy*)i.‘V!flwJfonr battaries- i?f ifâ jor' Jacjos “p&aring1 #
; * * ' ■' v  ' '"■ |; * .. -3 t -• *’ '  -> , ‘ , V

’ battalion (-»Mch ¿'«acHcd’ .the fie ld  on-the.aoi^'in^ of*3iu37i',3)> cdnai&t- ’ - .
- .r  - \% ^ V u . -» t* * v * '

3,  ̂ l *. k J * s '  • ‘ * * "t _ » *
' ihg-of tM-batr£eri4s''codmand'ed''by.Csi5t*-P. T.'SiriblinaV.Gapt't £.'»>€■,.~ ” -'tv * 1 * '* „ .-, . •■■»_• f ‘

’ '■ .-'iSaodn,'Oapt» il. Oasldey* and-Oapti J. took position' n o |
** «4- ,  ̂ ' '* - r .s  ̂ , “ ( ’ V" r .

*'• • A* ,or'* to thp loft,'bf^Eshelffian.’ s bettalinii,. extending ihp 'artillpr/ linfe'
... ‘ *** ? ^ • ‘"-V i' ' , .7_ ‘‘T

ovei tbo Ŝ an{;l®r aad-0b%>i*i farna; (0;R» Vdl«* 2 j y  iixfc ̂  38?-9X)> ~<Th»
 ̂ t > *-* 'vV ' i • '* i* ^

entire- Confoderetp .artillery line extended, a eiiie further northward ‘to %
a ‘ ' r, * * •> 1 •J * ‘ , i7! ’ . - - > j

sthe Sejpiasr/b-uiidihge#’ ,. '. . .,/* *. ' .*
v , a r' U - * .. » >v ’ .. * *. tt

* U a  ̂ ? V  . » , r
. , As -the CotifRder.a ê/aray converged upon ^ettyphur^ on July 1,, •

* * ' v; i’* r-. :-

'Gen*». George £» .Pickettr' a- division 'of ' longstreet Gorpd, had' remained at̂
t*. _ v .i t  ̂ • “ '• " * u ' ' ■ i- ?

 ̂ 'l * *-r* , * 1i ‘ ‘ <f *.*,„*, -j *
- »  ^  ■. -i  -• , ^  *• ... * .  "  ..

Tv f

V .



• $t* $ .  ̂ , * * ,<«  ̂ ‘Chaiibefsburrf to protéct-thè -Confederate trains' and had- been ordered to
*■- * - , - ,. \  ■" -, , ; ,r ' ? ' ‘ ? t= *•„ Gottysburg-on <3uly 2» -•Arfivingiatô ift the day at .Spangler,' s -Woods/, a,-

’ : * r . u t

the division 'moved forward near midday July, 3. to. thè low ground at the,
r - f , i«. K “ * ' b •» .4

Spangler farm buildings where their- position was sépeened from, the viexf. ;
**" ‘ "V V * * * ¥ r iof ' Ünion’positions1 on Cemetery Ridge by the. iSr̂ tsbuhg Roàd rìdgèf - •?. '

m %  ■ v j  ■ • ' , ‘ . i.
’• Following the artillery duel between the Confederate and Union guns.

lastihg from one tld three o’clock; 'Pickett1 s 'division, which "was to form,
/  ‘ ;  « . ;  d '  . _ ^  1 * • ” *•*.
‘ the -spearhead of 'lee’s attack -with-15« 000’ aehi -first .moved northeastward ,
t * ,1 -.-V V *

l iritp the open’and .then,;charged eastward tdward- the- Union center on/ • *" .
Cemetery Ridge.6 Fifty minute later, after the failure' at Bloody Angle,

T‘ k , * * K‘ ^ * ' j  t >  ■’ Tthe .'remnants of the Confederate- chargé drifted bach to this seme ground and
M ‘ ' i *• - * * ,»■*- * ' *  ̂ ' * to thé cover of Spangler’S Foods beyond. The- Confederates -held their

line on Seminary Ridge .until, the. evening of duly h when Lee began 6o '
* ■' ' “  - -

j withdrawal- to-the Fairfield Road:râuLch within a few days brought the '*’ 
army to, the' Potomac River at V/iHiamsport, ’ferylahd, whero it crossed , -.

' _ . ■- *- , ’  * ;  ̂ I E;"into Virginia on July'1 3 . '  <■ 1 •" ,- ‘ . ’ !
- * - - < - e* i - - ,

,r: “ s , ""The Spangler-Buildings * . "
* i,- , - « J r r

Jr „ '■ • "J'‘' , -1- , ■'1 1 ‘ - a i „ ,'r " i- v■The Spangler house is a,-.frdme brick and' stone, structure"built-about - 
i3 , ! , , J ■ . . v f  ̂ v-

1820, according to Mss',,-Ella Ih , Spangler, 88.yearS: oid, who lived ih the
; house the-,greater part-;of hor life, and until it Was'sold to the Ui S; ' ,«.

*■' * ‘ j  . " '  ' ’-r ' .

1 Qovornmdht' laSt year. ' The. main part of'the house is two stories in height

! ...

■*

,.r v
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'■ and an...extension on' thel west side;' tapered f fòrti -the eves .of the main •
■ -  v ' “ ’ ‘ •** * r-\  - ’

“ , „ ■ • ># ■} 7 ̂  p -y* *■ {, *<• ** r
'house to 'one-story inJhelght-.- About 21580 this lean-to was raised, to a

!" * ' * .1* ^ ^  V * ,i V. *»' *
< two^shpry1 height., thè coirib of the Toof now being ..bn-va level...with that.

' j ,*"•* 1 .? i n '
* ,ïï ” *- * * * **  ̂ ' ’„ . "i * ’ "ì

of thfe original house. - V’e belie've "that thè porch on the-edst side-o'f the ■
„ •' . : l ■ ‘  ̂ "C^
* 'old houaè^ib hot. a-^srtlbf the., original,house but was added Sometime'

*t * . *«• r r  ̂ *fL ' 7* • "*fc „ *  ̂ s. . . j. - ''**■«* V K*t ~ # hì <
Y àftòr the,battle of Gettysburg. , *k

' ,,,it is jeasohably;..certain. that one outbuilding, -the'- blacksmith shop
ì , j ■> V  \  ^  \w ;î i

located'20-ytrds. we3t! of the’house, -is--of' pre-war' construction-. - At-' *
*■ _  ", J = .

“ • r Î  *, * *■ '' .J " ^ 1 1 -large frate sdirner ki-tchent adjoinihg .the, house^ and a snail brick smoke.-*
t  ■ .* ? - ■*? s •A »V „'•» • . {►- _ j‘  ̂ .

. house; 30 yardsto the -northwest were --built about 1&9Q. A long 'structure,
r* <V - ? ç Ss -V » v * ~ f -

’’ used-pàrtlÿ as à tool shçd. and. garage, apd, partly ad a’chicken'House,
- * '  ">• ' ' Ì ' f!, t * . . , : ; - -- ^ was Valso buxlt* at abou^-the ►dame date. t .̂ e. original, baih Was burned 1,
-V r ■’ ’ l.a. ... V 1' '■ i  " - / I-during .the socond,.day's battle; A barn'built soonrthereafter-on the 

¿sano foundations^ ̂ according bo mss’. Sphngle.r, .‘was. destroyed in 1932, %,
, ■ ' • ‘ .i> • ' i "  • ** 7  ~ * ,. - . - ^ \ 1 i

when-the present h a m  was’'likewise built uoon the' original' f oundationf. * ' «
* t % •* -r ‘ \ *■ %* •* V  ̂ J » ì rî

In. the »resent t>lan" of -renovation and. heoair of the house, it- is' ‘ - , • ' ■'-• ~ ‘ ' • ‘ • ■ ' ■ '• * -
iiot.-intended to àX ^kr^thè“’exterior ̂ p&eâfrance.»' Xt i^plà^ièdjto 'rake"1 

* 1 t * ’ * ^ r  ̂ * r 1 f r  '
? ' t-‘ * t "v , ' t - '** ^  * " ;

1 -and- repo’int the foundation> repair' .thè front .porch, replace v/ater piping •

‘and filectric-wiring, “install, oil xfred boiler,*- r sloe at è partitions-in 
. " s’ >' , •“■*■’7 - ' ■ :. /v ’ ;>/• \ ‘ 1 ‘

- second fio oV addition, cle.an'and. repaint-1 ihterior hnd exterior,-of the -? ./
• J fc' A  ; ^ i * ì - ‘ . L,
• ^  »- - • h  . V _ k -  V.-
house''and summer kitchehr .and ins ball" kitchen .cabinet. arid sink; >■  ̂ 1 ' - *  Ï, » ■ ' * *. ,f~ v * ■ r -•* *■

- * T t' , X r - 4 îi . *  .  ̂ ** *■
,* 4 The tenant Of the ’Soangler -farm land.. operatbs under a special use’

t  1
* •' . k  . ” * * - - « . ! 4- , .permit'which requires hirTtb, maihbalri' f aft conditions as. •nearly, asp t *

» "* ' * J A. * ?■ -
- . - ^ " * ' w  *» . ♦, V i *  . »  •> ’- possible to the1 condition at the. time of the- battle; - - 51 ■ .

S,«

Frederick Tilberg \ 
Augubt

- h r  v‘
-* 4

■*v. ^ *  *\ .
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; The Henry Spangler house and jsumm'er kitchen , 
as (they appear from the east.^ The origihal part " 
of; the „'Spangler house is in the foreground;- the 
rai3ed .two-story; ‘uihg is-~at the-reai;. 4>

A «...

,/ The Spangler house /viewed from the northwest.
The .north end* of the Original, two-story frame house 
appears*- at the left, and the lean-to {mainly ‘of 
stone construction and later raised, to' two stories,,... 
then second story of brick), appears at‘the right.*
The shed at the extreme right, is a. post-war construction.
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