s

RY,
%iiﬁ%zﬁa AND RESOURCE PRESERVATION

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, MARQ

REPORT ON McMILLAN HOUSE
GETTYSBURG NATIONAL MILITARY PARK

ARCHITECTURAL SECTION

by
Rotman M. Souder, Architect

Januvary, 1962



REPORT ON MeMILLAN HCUSE

GETTISBURG NATIONAL MILITARY FARK

ARCHITECTURAL SaCTION

by
Norman M, Souder, Architect

January, 1962



At the P@%&@@%f%yiﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁém% from Acting Director Scoyen,
dated August 25, 1961, 1 visited Cetiysburg Naticnal Hilitary
Fark on Beptember 25th to examine and meke recommendations on
the NeMillan house which is located within the park and now
cwned and cecupled by Mr. and Mrs, Guillermo Barriga.

1 would like to express appreciation to Superintendent
Kyers and his staflf for the briefing on the situstion and historical
background of the house, as well as for supplying the pholographe

P

which are included in §§@ky@§@$%. A historiesl report furnished
by the %my&yint@ﬁ&@aﬁ also forms & part of this report,

The HeMillan house was built in 1840 by David Meiillan, a
deputy surveyor and school i@&ﬁﬁ@&; on & tracht of 40 acres, The
house was the scene of intensive action durdng the Civil Wer and

remained in the MeMillan family until recently when it was pur~

chased {rowm Miss Margaret Weiillan by the present owners,

The existing houss, due %o a large addition ip the aarly

twentleth century, has been greatly altered. The original house

&8 shown on the accompanying rhotographs and sketeh plans forms

only a snall pert of the present structure., The old house has
been further changed by recent alterations made by the present
owners, Thus the house as it appesred in the historic pariod is

almost completely hidden,



The historie portion of the MoMillan house is approximately
2 x 28 f&%ﬁi of frame copstruction with brick nogeing filling the
framing of the interior partitions and the exterior walls. The
exterior wes covered origindlly with random width horizontal wood
#lding and the roof ﬁﬁin@i@@. The house, ene and one-half storles
yﬁi@r to alterations, contained fmur rooms and wide center hall on
both floors. The 1894 photo wﬁ@%@ & shed kitchen with 1&fﬁﬁ\$b®m®
fireplace, brick chimney and rear porch. These features were
removed when the frent bui&@&&ﬁfwma &ﬁ&mﬁ to the former rear wf
the house in order to face the later battlefield drive,

There were three original fireplaces, one of which was
removed by the present owners, & larpe stone fireplace remains
in the basement and é §&§i§.§§?®§l&ﬁﬁ remting in one of the parlors.
The original floors, st&§vﬁ$$a and tfﬁm in the old portion are
largely intact. There i& ne doubt that a thorough architectural
investigation would uncover many additicnal fesbures in the old
structure, |

The large two story frame addition to the rear of the house,
now the front, was sr&ﬁﬁsé without regard to the proportion of the
mass.  The resultant reof lines form § large irregular shed roof
sloping wpward to the front, capped by a pseudo mansard roof on
the front of the addition. A twe story entrance bay is centared
in the front topped by a gable. Fossibly at this time also, a
dormer was broken through the one remaining slope of the older

gection,



The framework of the kitchen-shed was removed when .‘%h% front
section was erected and wm#«wmtmi; or moved, to the side of the
house. | |

The present mm&& effected the following changes to the
original portion of the housel

1. Added partition end lavatory to first floor parlor,

2., Converted one of the bedrooms to a modemn bath,

3, Hemoved fireplace, installed double window and new

exterior door, reduced one original window opening, in

~order to install & mg&gm)k&tmw;

s - Replaced single window with double unit in present

dining room. |

§~.  Added @&:‘w@ across the rear (@Sﬁfgimi main snirance},

The roof, originally weod shingled, is now covered with tin,
The éi‘igi@} giding is either coversd or mgs&a@ﬁ by later kmmﬁ‘mw
woed siding.

Attached o mm report is & geries of sketch %Emgﬁ ghiowing
the relationshilp Qf the old house to the present sirueturs. |

Due to time limitations; no accurste &&%murmwmts wore taken
and mxlyﬁ mwx‘f‘iém wmmmm investigation of the sbrutture
was m&dé. o
*v“igﬁ“%i&m&&*xé&}%m

The opening of the house 4s a house museum dn its grw@m

state as provosed by the owners would be a misrepresentation of
14 v



the historic Melillan house in that the original lines of the
house are almost completely obscured by later alterations.

Interpretation would be difficult, if not impossible, due
to later intrusions in the old house. It would not represent the
Melillan house w£ the Civil war perdod.

While there are several pieces mt\fumniturs of the @rw~
elvil war era which belonged to the MeMillan family in the house,
%@g&t&ef with & nu&he: of pleces of the Federsal and Empire periods
owned by the Barrigas, there are alse large amocunts of non-pertinent
furnishings throughout the house,

The owners proposed additions and alterations to the later
portion such as tall columns and shuttere to the present front,
would tend to mislead the public and obscure the erigix&& house
sven fii}t‘té}%&er. B

The writer recommends the removil of all the late portions
and a careful restoration of the original McMillan house 1f£ it is
to be opened to the publie. This would include a carefully planned
furnishings scheme in order to¢ show the house in its proper periocd,
The owners, however, plan to exhibit it as it now exists.

The ideal solution @f’th@ problem wonld be t&a@ ﬁbw Park
obtain the property eventually and restore the historic house in
order to interpret it properly.

If auvthentically restored, the MeMillan house would be an
important interpretive feature depicting country life at the time

of the Civil War.
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Lee did not know until June 28 that the
Union army—now commanded by Gen.
George G. Meade—was following him.
Then, realizing that a battle was imminent,
Lee ordered his scattered forces to concentrate
at Cashtown, 8 miles west of Gettysburg.

Two days later, on June 30, Gen. John
Buford’s Union cavalry flushed a Confed-
erate detachment from Gettysburg, then oc-
cupied McPherson Ridge, just west of the
town. Thus, groping through the fog of war,
the fingertips of the vast armies had chanced
to touch at Gettysburg. Now began the race
to concentrate winning power.

THE BATTLE BEGINS

Early on July 1, Buford’s pickets opened
fire on the Confederate vanguard approach-
ing from Cashtown. Soon the Union cavalry
was reinforced by Gen. John F. Reynolds’
infantry. Meanwhile, jamming the roads
which converged like spokes on the hub of
Gettysburg, dusty columns of both armies
pounded toward the sound of the guns.

Until 1 p.m., the Union troops on McPher-
son Ridge held the attacking Confederates
at bay. But suddenly the hills and ridges
north of town came alive with charging men.
In a concerted attack from west and north

the powerful Confederate forces smashed-
into the Union lines.

Back through the town fled the men in
blue. Many units fought heroic rearguard
actions to protect their retreating comrades.
By 5:30 p.m., the Union remnants were hu-
riedly entrenching south of Gettysburg on
Cemetery Hill, where Gen. Winfield Scott
Hancock—a rock in adversity—rallied their
shattered ranks.

At the sound of the cannonade, General
Lee had galloped to the front. He watched
the Federals stream toward the hills south of
town and begin their entrenchments.
Though aware that their position was a strong
one, he believed it could be crushed by at-
tacking Culp’s Hill or Cemetery Ridge, the
southerly extension of Cemetery Hill.

THE SECOND DAY

By dawn, July 2, Lee’s army overlap
the hook-shaped Union line; he hopea
break it before Meade’s main force reached
the field. His plan of attack called for Gen.
James Longstreet to assault the Union left
on Cemetery Ridge. To aid the main attack,
Gen. Richard Ewell’s men would advance on
Cemetery and Culp’s Hills, at the right of
the Union line.

Action on July 2. Longstreet's Confederates charge across the Wheatfield. Reproduced from an
original glass-plate negative at Gettysburg National Military Park. Original painting by James
E. Taylor, 1885.




