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STRATEGY PROPOSED BY LONG STREET ?0R TIllE GETTYSBURG CA&AIGN --

'V .

located-a 1%m^lV^ia,cA«pAlgn wMch, *»ihe *.*- ’ *4 
termed it, would fee - "offensive’ fn sfcWtegy'but, defensive in tactics".,

'  ' • - ' r  i ' - v‘ 1 * '• “ „
‘ .* In such a campaign, the ' Af my of'Northern Virgini’dwae toa&ran’ce into 4 
’ the North, menace Wasfei.r'jton and other Cities and then take .up/e. posi-
k ’ _ •- t '•* . ‘ . ' ‘ • ' • ' •• •• ' ■'tion'which' the Union armyvould bd forced to attack-and he defeated* ,

- _ U •%•- * , f ” , , " 1 ! 1 , ■„ , ,

t It »was Relieved that‘such ah operation would ndt only capitalise' on the' 
Army of . Northern Virginia1 s. presumed superior leadership and skill at _

L ,v . ■ <: « •*■ _ _ - ’ 1 • tr

nanuever, Hit would compensate for- its- ’inferior .strength, vIn support"
/  '  4 i. i f  . . ' .  '/  ‘ ‘ i

of this? strategy,-Fredericksburg has cited as a battle employing- defen- 
% } • V * - ’  ̂ \ ** • _ • 

h site tactics. In which “tho fruits of victory were gained at little' loss v '
. * * " „ s. “

**' 4 « e- ' ” *• «|fin contrast to Chancellorsvillb., an ,offensive but ryrrhi.c"Victory;
. long street submitted this; plan t6-General“ lee Shortly after
i - \ +■£ *• * ** * ’ , *

•t * t ‘ f  ̂ ' H . ~ -r .ftisr return to the-Fredericksburg,- Virginia, area from. Suffolk. on Iky 9, "
~ .* ! . .y  ̂ t .. *"■, J - ■• ,y * . » “• , . jt  ̂ . « * *“ 1 « . -T,v 1863.' lie had just advanced a plan whereby' his corps -would have been

* j -» . ‘ ~ s “  tV V t- * • „ ’ *detached stod sent to, Tennessee to aid- Bragg, but this plan has*, not
«* * A, * ~ ‘ „ 1 t \  , w

t  r  “ * " „ * * . - • *adopted*’- Instead, lee resolved to' kapp hip arqy together and, .with .it,
*•. -’ a . w * v'  . r ‘ \ - * ̂invhdê iferyimid and’̂onncylveinia'. -Ai‘tor.,thb projccfdd Pennsylvania- •“ „
, “ O f ; ''‘t  ̂ * ■* .V " ’’  ’ .,Tdanrpaigri had been decided’ npon* liOr̂ jstrodt ibiroô ariay abandoned hie

“ * * ’ " S’ ’ s ’t? ‘ " ' 5 f
_ 'hope of going west and offered ther above “plan of offensive' Strategy ?
■and defensive tactics'.V \ * . - - - '

" '  1 - " •/ ^* n, 1, tlee apparently listened, to Loncstreet's ideas with' courtesy,
*  ̂ .i * •- -* . *

. interest an̂ .pOSsitiy sojib nods’ of approval, for'Longstroot; lô t.their . ,
first talks, -with 'tts notion that Lee had approved of. and adop'te4 hls-‘ '*

" .• plani It app'ardntly' WaS' mentioned again' in the course of a conversation
* S' 3 , * '*  r  ' «■ ’ ;„„ that included Lee, Longstreet and. Swell at which Lbhgstreet, hscuming-.
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■î

that his* suggestion would be 'followed, ' thought to  school 'Swell in what
■ - 7  • * '  .* t , : X  ' "  • 7 - '  - ? . .  ‘  •' -Was. to ̂ happen,by thé obliqué method of discussing the possibility Of

fighting ahofiensivo.battlenearCulpOppor, Virginia.^
- ' r ■*. ' *. J t. *'• ip \ -7

#■4 Thé Awry,hoyed nbrth and made, contact With the Armÿ of, the
.  - .  /  ‘ ~ ~  ”  * ■ ;  " ;  I

*■ Potomac at Gettysburg. As ■ tho first? day’ s fighting ended-, ‘Longstrèét k
1 \ m ' +  ̂ - V “ *

àpprcached ..the-field arid joined Goderai Leo on 'Seminary' Ridge. Both;
” V 3 i v*  t - * I *• ’* “  f

’v .surveyed, tho "Union dOsitioh On Cémeteiy Hill-through their"binoculars <■• ; ' t » • ,j •*» " '* r o r * .I ? • 7 r • d -dad, after a*. few minutés, Lorigsiréet; lowered his .glasses* He rèmarked
,, ! "./■’* ’;i ‘ ‘ /  • /  ' , /  " £ . ’• 7   ̂ 4  ̂ 7  ■ ‘ *

/th a t the federal forces^ oh‘Cemetery Hill.weréjcDnfôimi^g.to’-his plan/and
i' __ %**m „  . i (.4 *-

/that d l l ‘that, "the Confederates meed do bras tb‘ move to the* south- , around' v
f’ * »* * * ? , t .  ̂ ‘ t'the.tîniph loft,-get between the Federáis "arid Washington, take Tupa ' . -,

' ^  ' * ’  . !: r, , ' /  iStrong position «id wáit. If' tho Fedorals did not ' attack,̂  LoeJ could t .;
"* *. * •» 5 *. "* * “ * ~ -  ̂  ̂ , - *' iT i* T' 1 „ ^ ̂select another position'closer to Washington and withdrew to it* ; The_ . 
y Federáis' w>uld toen-be* certain to* attack' anVeould Wdéïèàted as' ate r, * ^
F r è d e r i c k s b u r g . ; *,: ; . „ i -• ' - * -

"r V  < .. ; .... - ,  r "  * ^  !■ ,’ v liongètréot’s feeiing that led had ,adopted-..his;plan of opéra-
'k ’ ~ ..c’ ” /  Í ,.♦* J **' t . ¡I " \ Ï * * s  ̂* L « *tions‘here gains soco support.for,'irt■ his report of the ôaüipaign5 Lfee J

...” J V v t*. .  ,■* ?  . ‘ . '  •• i ‘' -Wrote* that he- had not ̂intended to "fight.'a major, battle. SO far''from his .
basé unless attacked. , He : theh went'on to givfe reasons why he was

' „ ' “ ~ . .. /  ' • •• .• ■l;i.  ̂ ~ - -- " ’ ( ' k
forced tô tattack\ . îo . withdraw in*the presence o f thfe- Federal Amfr. would

C * ' V * . s t 7 *. *■ pi- ’  •' j  - . - - i  r ■háve-b'feeh difficult‘and dangeroùs, and tbe, Confederates, could not.await ; ’
- r' , « ■*. . ;  * -  . ' ■ * . . 3. . attack because the ‘situation wad Unfavorable to the', cbllection of supplies.

. ■ '* -, * . •>, î~* >!.Furthermore,' their* successes: on. July 1 gave them’ great hope of-victory. T; “
\ ' ■. » r Fivé yearé later lee denied- the'*suggestioñ- .that he had ever made a promise
1 to iongstreot not, to fight an offensive battle.in* the coxlrse of the ... - ,

* , *' jU*' ’ -,  ̂ V « ^ i.*( l "  ̂ .o -, * «V
„  .campaign»̂  . 7  -" - " 5 , -*

/ . ' *■ This-scene"WGS'̂ tnessëd,.by.Colonel A-. ̂L. long, Leo’s îülitary
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Secretary* who wrote that, Lee âhd.Longstrôet %cfavorsed;aHoul ’the relative* 
positions of the Awo âr&es and' theí'móVcS'to be cade* * ¥hen> "Lohgstrêët,. ,• Ï V>»  ̂ r . Jr '* «H

¿  ‘ I . Í '* ,**■ - t -  Vgave it' as His opinion'that* the bestplan would tío to turn - Meade’s left ’ ,- ?- ’* *' < t i A ' r *- ' ar '». *

flank >and force ùlnnbaòk tó thé, vicinity of Pipeclay
,, ~i "* . , r >ai * - 4 * * ■* VL. this'Generallee objectçdy.̂ d\prÔnoüncedAt“i%)̂ aciieal undpïthè - . -

***' í -  *■ * ‘ t T , ».-circumstantíos"’. ¡¡ >f - * ' , % - ’ _ ‘ 1 1 ’ * '<•
í» _ “ - V \ /'.  ' '* ’*•“ /• » . Général, Lee further stated,-that if’the Unión'forces- remainedf» _ * », J Î. ■* * _  ̂ v

c " • . , . %- y  .»». iñ’pbsition/there'on the followingdny he would; attach-then. Long street
*- *' * * t ^►r  ̂ , r * *» ; ^ ( ± < ' * **

f‘ continued to .argue' his-point,, but, seeing that it ; waà to; no-ayail, rode 
■ off detórcáned tó try agalli-on the follôwipgr morning "¡T \
" - .  ̂ ' .* * -Ì ?  ’ V • * ‘ -, > ' _Longstreet rét'urhéd’' to led.'S 'headquarters' early *on July 2 and • +

again presented bis views Ao rió avail. -Longstreet saw Lëê- dater during ' \
. the day at the tir» of his .mrch'-to. the right; flank, but there" lb ,-:no ^
* •* "* '* t “jr̂ecord of his ,plans háving béoft discfuese.d at that timo. - An -oppórtunìty '' !
,vnay have presented itself when* Generals ïæfct "and' Hood sought -permission * t'

‘ ■"A I '* „ -  g  f ’* !■ 1 ' J ■ ' - , , ’ -to" t\an* Hòiind̂ ìòp5, but Longstrcet did- hot sed-fit1 to contact Lóe ándl •'r”
"  sthe -Confedérate attack was launched’â3;ordered.u ■ * *,Ti, ' í " “ / ' , ' ' - * '  ^

 ̂ ^  i- r * V-- ,= A  j  ̂ hi *’ - f Lon̂ streèt hext saw Leo‘Oft-the'-following morning, July 3, -- -
. ■ '!l- - , = t ;..»Sen Um Visited Ws. headqoartsrtf. -prior to Leo's arrival,. IsOgstoWt

'  . v , » 1 •’ r,i -I ■ ...», reported̂ sthat he had. developcd'plans for rèhewing.. the attack '’that day"
h . ^ j ^  ■* t  ̂  ̂ ” r  ̂ * íby ■‘passing, around the Hound Topé" in order' to taire the Unión left in the •»

' f  * - *, ■ * . ' * '  ^flank and rear. ‘As'Lee redo up,-,‘Longstreët reported that.he had’had v
■ -  ^ -  • ' v - r * '  ’ * ; ' -i - ‘ ’1- ? * i # 4 tscouts, out during the. night and had .learned that there was still exfcei-v

4 * x y „ , * • * , v vlent opportunitÿ-̂-for ;LeeJ to'*send His forces.» to the right. Lee, however,.
e t , • ' '5 *■ £

p , r !  ̂ ", ' -refused to’ accept the suggestion,-reiterated 4i±a resolution ̂to jattack
thé Union forces òn Cemetery' Eidge and. ordered Piokett ' é- Division pré-’r  ' ' ; <' !.. t_ ’ .
pared for-the assault now;-'coiraconly known-as "Pickett's Oftai*ge,r. Long-

fc+*-v.



1 i
*4-

t- - i. 4 , ■* ' w X *' *' jc*' ‘street * s“plans lor a •cacrpaign that was - nof f onsivo" in, strategy ,but s " -
1 i,  ̂ v, \r  ̂ 1 * * ’ i x & * t - . *d̂efensive in-’tacticsVthus: failed to* Materialise’»- . r, * ? ' \

* * -*■* .. *" ~ t ' < *’ J ,, ’ . ‘ *■
y.*,. - * The inforration on the/;Longstncot_iDlaii to'-assumo the'Strategic -
. : ' . n "  •' i /  s ’  /  “  ' i
- offensive and;tactical dofefisivo, with, the exdcption of- Colonel Long's T

dnd.Colonel;ikrahali'Ŝ fiof ̂ references,* has. been 'supplied, by LOngStreet '* >
■ '   ̂ ^ s ’ \  * . ‘ ‘  " ‘ r  r/ -  *-r himself. As indicated* i t  has boepwritten in his own'eampaign histbfjr’,

/  > _* " ’ * ‘ * * * * Sfc /

from Manassas to > Apporiatfox-, lb'-his Contributions to ■ Battleŝ and X&aderS
? , X, •* t _ < “• *. _ ’ *’ * , . *>*,  1  ̂ t •*[.ajid" in' his corrtents on- the campaign as "printed in the - fhiladelphia Times

"t r “  ■ » <">y, \> v  > ,<i"j  *► ■. , r * (>-and reported on ,Southern jhLsto'rlcal Society Papers.-. Although Longstroet,
i  *♦ ‘ v’ ' ‘ ‘ v  , , > ♦ i  ~ *♦ '

„ w f  „»t . *** ^  *■ 'll  ̂ t tnajr haVo :j given * so m  *faVo rable! elaborati on to, theraas/.a- result of;’hind- * *
,  ̂ j -, ;  p „ t- 1 *• • * v j **■ 1 ; '

'eighty there* ¡.is no rdason7 for'beHeying'that iiis’' accounts are not sub- " ^ 
ctantially' correcti‘ part,icularly sindd1 they are supported ' to sone' extent -

> ’ +l ' ~ .. ■ *■• ” - i  -  " ", , . ■ \ k. ' - i
by Colofial long* pplo’nel' Marshall, Loc'rS.rppor’t of vtho.carapaign and. r

5̂ , , ' ( V" -9  ̂ r<< »< . -

.. longs tfeetlS  car^aigh ’report.' r*Qnd si'af ft o fficer,“ Colonel Taylor;, expressed 

ignorance of Longstree’t 's  desirevhot t6 .giro battle at Gettysburg, but - J
• . ‘ S /  -IV i- r ‘  . '  4 . -i.  •• ' ‘sinbe he nay-not haye*_bden present;atiring-the.-discussion-oh »the fidldy; *

* ?* ' •—> tf l  * ^ „
c t . ;  . . .  p . ^  , - ,,"his leek of Jcnowleptge of ’Lohgstreet' s attitude; nced'”not necessarily -be

1 0  ’’ ‘ ‘ - ' - * ♦ f

** % 3

r

hr- \ v

e y
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'8.. ’ * E. ’-fl*.. Lap',- 'll̂ r Struggle ''tintRouhd Top1' ̂ ¿attleŝ -and Leaders* of. Che * Civil Uarj Vol# III, f>. 322-j Longstreet,* B-and L, p. 3lj0? .Longstreet,-... SHSP and- Mauri'ce, op. oiti,^# 233* ' " ” v
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