


ELIZABETH THORN

SOLDIER’S WIFE AND CEMETERY CARETAKER

lizabeth Thorn was a German immigrant

living in the gatehouse of the local

cemetery and caring for that cemetery, her
aging parents, and her young children while
her husband was at war. This gatehouse would
become a general’s headquarters as well as a
hospital while she fled south to safety. She wrote:
“When I left home, I had put on a heavier dress
than usual . . . I lived in that dress for six weeks.”
Elizabeth and her father buried 105 bodies in
the cemetery in the hot, humid July heat; she was
six months pregnant at the time.

Stand in Elizabeth’s footsteps in front of the
gatehouse that was her home, next to the
Baltimore Street entrance of the Soldiers’

National Cemetery.

Photo courtesy of Evergreen Cemetery Association.
CHRCERE S S e SR S S B 2

LIS







