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A D M IN IS T R A T IO N

G ettysburg National M ilitary  Park, established  
in 1895 , is adm inistered by the N ational Park 
Service, U.S. D epartm ent of the In te rior. A 
superintendent, w hose address is G ettysburg, 
Pa. 17325 , is in im m ediate charge.

THE D E P A R TM E N T OF TH E IN T E R IO R - th e  
Nation's principal natural resource agency — has 
a special obligation to  assure th at o ur expend­
able resources are conserved, th a t renew able  
resources are m anaged to  produce optim um  
benefits, and th at all resources co n tribu te  to  
the progress and p rosperity  o f the United States, 
now and in the fu tu re .

U. S. Department of the Interior 

National Park Service

The B a t t l e  o f  G e t t y s b u r g  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  d e c i ­
s iv e  b a t t l e s  o f  A m e r i c a n  h is t o r y .  H e re ,  o n  J u l y  7, 
2, a n d  3, t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  A r m y  o f  N o r t h e r n  
V irg in ia ,  c o m m a n d e d  b y  Gen. R o b e r t  E. Lee,  
a t t e m p t e d  to  d e f e a t  th e  U n io n  A r m y  o f  t h e  P o ­
to m a c ,  c o m m a n d e d  b y  M a j .  G en . G e o rg e  G. 
M e a d e .  Th is  b a t t l e  h a s  b e c o m e  k n o w n  as th e  
H ig h  W a te r  M a r k  o f  t h e  C o n f e d e r a c y  a n d  th e  
t u r n i n g  p o i n t  o f  t h e  C iv i l  W ar.

A f t e r  h is  v i c t o r i e s  o v e r  t h e  U n io n  A r m y  a t  F r e d ­
e r i c k s b u r g  a n d  C h a n c e l lo r s v i l l e .  Lee  e m b a r k e d  
o n  h is  s e c o n d  in v a s io n  o f  t h e  N o r t h .  T he  f i r s t  
i n v a s io n  h a d  b een  t u r n e d  b a c k  a t  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  
A n t ie t a m  in S e p te m b e r  1 8 6 2 ,  b u t  C o n fe d e r a te  
le a d e rs  w e r e  s t i l l  h o p in g  t h a t  a v i c t o r y  o n  N o r t h ­
e rn  s o i l  w o u ld  lead  t o  a n e g o t ia t e d  p e a c e  o n  th e  
bas is  o f  S o u t h e r n  in d e p e n d e n c e .  I t  w a s  a lso  
p o s s ib le  t h a t  a n o th e r  o f f e n s i v e  a c ro s s  t h e  P o ­
t o m a c  w o u ld  r e l ie v e  p r e s s u r e  o n  V ic k s b u r g ,  
t h e n  u n d e r  U n io n  s ie g e .

In J u n e  1 8 6 3 ,  t h e  A r m y  o f  N o r t h e r n  V i r g in ia ,  
r e o r g a n iz e d  in to  t h r e e  i n f a n t r y  c o r p s  a n d  t o ­
t a l i n g  a b o u t  7 5 , 0 0 0  m e n ,  m a r c h e d  w e s t  f r o m  
F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  t h r o u g h  t h e  g a p s  o f  t h e  B lue  
R id g e ,  t h e n  n o r t h w a r d  in to  M a r y la n d  a n d  P e n n ­
s y lv a n ia .  L e a rn in g  o f  Lee 's  m o v e m e n t .  P r e s id e n t  
L in c o ln  o r d e r e d  t h e  A r m y  o f  t h e  P o to m a c ,  n e a r ­
ly 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  s t r o n g ,  t o  k e e p  b e t w e e n  t h e  C o n ­
fe d e r a t e  a r m y  a n d  W a s h in g t o n .  T h e  a b s e n c e  o f  
J . E. B. S t u a r t ' s  c a v a l r y ,  o n  a b ra s h  r a i d  a ro u n d  
t h e  U n io n  A r m y  a n d  n o w  u n a b le  t o  r e j o i n  t h e  
C o n f e d e r a t e  c o lu m n ,  p r e v e n t e d  Lee  f r o m  l e a r n ­
in g  o f  t h e  F e d e ra l  A r m y 's  p r e s e n c e  b e h in d  h im  
u n t i l  J u n e  2 8 .  W i t h  t h e  e n t i r e  U n io n  A r m y  c lo s e  
a t  h a n d  a n d  f a r  f r o m  h is  base ,  Lee  r e c a l l e d  h is  
a d v a n c e  c o lu m n s  f r o m  C a r l is le  a n d  Y o r k .  He 
p la n n e d  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  h is  f o r c e  a t  C a s h to w n ,  
8  m i le s  w e s t  o f  G e t t y s b u r g .

O n J u n e  3 0 ,  a C o n f e d e r a t e  b r i g a d e  s e n t  in to  
G e t t y s b u r g  t o  o b ta in  s u p p l ie s  o b s e r v e d  an  a d ­
v a n c e  U n io n  c a v a l r y  c o lu m n  a n d  r e t i r e d .  T he  
f o l l o w i n g  da y ,  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e s  c a m e  o n  in 
f o r c e ,  d r i v in g  t h e  F e d e ra ls  t o  t h e  h i l l s  s o u t h  o f  
t o w n .  M e a d e 's  a r m y ,  t h e  m a in  p o r t i o n  o f  w h ic h  
d id  n o t  r e a c h  t h e  f i e ld  u n t i l  J u l y  2 ,  f o r m e d  a 
b a t t l e l i n e  e x t e n d in g  f r o m  S p a n g le r ' s  S p r in g  
t o  C e m e te r y  H i l l  a n d  s o u t h w a r d  a lo n g  C e m e te r y  
R id g e  t o w a r d  L i t t l e  R o u n d  T o p .  Lee  p re p a r e d  
h is  b a t t l e l i n e  o n  S e m in a r y  R id g e  a n d  e a s tw a r d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  t o w n .

On J u ly  2, Lee o r d e r e d  a s im u l t a n e o u s  m o v e ­
m e n t  a g a in s t  b o t h  U n io n  f la n k s .  R. S. E w e l l 's  
t h r u s t  on  t h e  U n io n  r i g h t  a t  C u lp 's  H i l l  f a i le d ,  
b u t  J a m e s  L o n g s t r e e t 's  a t t a c k  on  t h e  le f t  b ro k e  
t h r o u g h  t h e  P e a c h  O r c h a r d  s a l i e n t ,  l e f t  t h e  
W h e a t f i e l d  s t r e w n  w i t h  d e a d  a n d  w o u n d e d ,  and  
t u r n e d  t h e  b a s e  o f  L i t t l e  R o u n d  T o p  i n t o  a 
s h a m b le s .  On t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  J u l y  3, s p u r r e d  
o n  b y  t h e  p a r t ia l  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  p r e c e d in g  day  
a n d  a f t e r  an  i n e f f e c t i v e  a r t i l l e r y  b o m b a r d m e n t  
la s t in g  2  h o u rs ,  n e a r ly  1 5 ,0 0 0  C o n f e d e r a t e  
t r o o p s  u n d e r  G e o rg e  P i c k e t t  c h a r g e d  a g a in s t  
t h e  U n io n  c e n te r .  P ic k e t t ' s  m en  w e r e  d e c im a te d

in t h e  f u t i l e  a t t a c k  t h a t  r e a c h e d  b u t  f a i le d  to  
b re a k  t h e  U n io n  l ine .  T he  f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  Lee 
r e t r e a t e d  t o  t h e  s o u th .  M e a d e 's  a r m y  p u rs u e d  
c a u t io u s l y  a n d  m a d e  no  a t t e m p t  t o  h a l t  t h e  
C o n fe d e r a te  w i t h d r a w a l .  By J u ly  13  t h e  C o n ­
fe d e r a t e  a r m y  w a s  s a fe ly  a c ro s s  t h e  P o to m a c .

B a t t le  c a s u a l t ie s  w e r e  e n o r m o u s .  Lee lo s t  a b o u t  
2 8 , 0 0 0  in  k i l le d ,  w o u n d e d  o r  m is s in g ,  as c o m ­
p a re d  t o  a U n io n  loss  o f  2 3 ,0 0 0 .  T h e  C o n f e d e r ­
a te  A r m y  t h a t  s t a g g e r e d  b a c k  f r o m  G e t t y s b u r g  
w a s  n e v e r  t h e  s a m e  a g a in .

F o u r  m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e  b a t t le ,  P r e s id e n t  A b r a ­
h a m  L in c o ln  c a m e  t o  G e t t y s b u r g  t o  d e l i v e r  
"a  f e w  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e m a r k s "  a t  t h e  d e d ic a t i o n  
o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  C e m e te r y .  L in c o ln 's  w o r d s ,  
d i r e c t e d  a t  b o t h  N o r th  a n d  S o u th ,  p e r p e t u a t e  
in t h e  m in d s  a n d  h e a r t s  o f  A m e r i c a n s  t h e  h ig h  
p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  s o ld ie r s  w h o  f e l l  in  t h e  b a t t le .  
B u t ,  in  l a r g e r  m e a s u r e ,  t h e y  c r y s t a l l i z e  t h e  
id e a ls  f o r  w h i c h  f r e e  m e n ,  t h e n  a n d  s in c e ,  have  
l iv e d  a n d  d ie d .

A B O U T  YO UR V IS IT

T h e  p a rk  v i s i t o r  c e n t e r ,  o p e n  d a i ly ,  is j u s t  s o u th  
o f  G e t t y s b u r g  o n  e i t h e r  U.S. 1 5 -B u s in e s s  o r  
Pa. 1 3 4 .  H e re  y o u  c a n  see an o r i e n t a t i o n  p r o ­
g r a m ,  e x h ib i t s ,  a n d  t h e  f a m o u s  G e t t y s b u r g  
C y c lo r a m a ,  a p a n o r a m ic  p a in t i n g  b y  t h e  F re n c h  
a r t i s t  P au l  P h i l i p p o te a u x  o f  t h e  c l im a x  o f  P ic k ­
e t t 's  C h a rg e .

T he  s e l f - g u id in g  a u t o  t o u r  o f  t h e  b a t t l e f i e ld  
ta k e s  y o u  t o  t h e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  h i s t o r i c  s i tes  
a n d  m o n u m e n t s  (see m a p ) .  A 1 - h o u r  H ig h  W a te r  
M a r k  w a lk in g  t o u r  s t a r t s  a t  t h e  v i s i t o r  c e n te r .

L ic e n s e d  g u id e s  c o n d u c t  v i s i t o r s  on  a 2 - h o u r  
c o m p le t e  t o u r  o f  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  f o r  $ 7 ;  bus  
g r o u p s  a re  g u id e d  o n  a 2 - h o u r  t o u r  f o r  $12 .  
A r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  l i c e n s e d  g u id e s  s h o u ld  be 
m a d e  w i t h  t h e  p a rk  s u p e r in t e n d e n t .

T h e re  is a p i c n i c  a rea  in t h e  p a rk ,  b u t  f i r e s  and  
p u b l i c  c a m p in g  a re  n o t  a l l o w e d .  O r g a n iz e d  
y o u t h  g r o u p  c a m p in g  is p e r m i t t e d  f r o m  A p r i l  
1 5 t o  O c t o b e r  1 5, r e s e r v a t io n s  f o r  w h i c h  s h o u ld  
be m a d e  w i t h  t h e  s u p e r in t e n d e n t .

HELP US PRO TECT T H IS  PARK

A l l  h i s t o r i c  s i te s ,  s t r u c t u r e s ,  a n d  e x h ib i t s ,  as 
w e l l  as a l l  p la n ts ,  a n im a ls ,  a n d  m in e r a ls ,  m u s t  
be  le f t  u n d i s t u r b e d  so t h a t  o t h e r s  m a y  e n jo y  
t h e m .  R e l ic  c o l l e c t i n g  is n o t  a l lo w e d .

Y o u  c a n  m a k e  y o u r  v i s i t  a n d  t h e  v i s i t  o f  o th e r s  
s a fe  a n d  e n jo y a b le  b y  p a r k in g  o n ly  in d e s ig ­
n a te d  a re a s  o r  o n  t h e  a v e n u e s  b u t  n o t  on  t h e  
g ra s s ;  b y  o b e y in g  t h e  p o s te d  s p e e d  l im i t s ;  and  
b y  n o t  c l im b in g  on  c a n n o n  a n d  m o n u m e n ts .

P e ts  m u s t  be k e p t  u n d e r  p h y s ic a l  c o n t r o l  a t  al l 
t im e s .  T h e y  m a y  n o t  be t a k e n  o n  t r a i l s ,  in to  
b u i l d in g s ,  o r  i n t o  c r o w d e d  a reas .

P a rk  r a n g e r s  a re  h e re  t o  a s s is t  y o u  a n d  t o  e n ­
f o r c e  r e g u la t i o n s .
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A U T O  T O U R  OF T H E  B A T T L E F IE L D

A n  a b s o r b i n g  h is t o r i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a w a i t s  t h o s e  w h o  
w a n t  t o  t o u r  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  a t  t h e i r  o w n  p a c e .  T h e  f o l ­
l o w in g  1 - t o  3 - h o u r  a u t o  t o u r  w h i c h  c o v e r s  t h e  e n t i r e  
p a rk ,  s t a r t s  f r o m  th e  v i s i t o r  c e n t e r .

1 .  H ig h  W a t e r  M a r k .  H e re  a t  t h e  C o p s e  o f  T re e s  a nd  
The  A n g le ,  P i c k e t t ’s C h a r g e  w a s  h a l t e d  o n  J u l y  3. T h is  
w a s  t h e  c l im a x  a t  G e t t y s b u r g .
2 .  P e n n s y l v a n ia  M e m o r i a l .  O n  a f i e ld  n o t e d  f o r  i t s  
m o n u m e n t s ,  t h i s  o n e  is o u t s t a n d i n g .  S ta t u e s  o f  o f ­
f i c e r s  a nd  b r o n z e  n a m e p la t e s  c a l l  t h e  r o l l  o f  n e a r l y  
3 5 ,0 0 0  P e n n s y l v a n ia n s  w h o  f o u g h t  h e re .
3 .  L i t t l e  R o u n d  T o p .  L o n g s t r e e t ' s  a t t a c k  o n  J u l y  2 
f o u n d e r e d  on  t h e  r o c k y  s lo p e s  o f  t h i s  h i l l .  Q u i c k  a c t i o n  
by  M e a d e 's  c h ie f  e n g in e e r ,  G e n .  G o u v e r n e u r  W a r r e n ,  
s a v e d  L i t t l e  R o u n d  T o p  f o r  t h e  U n io n  a r m y  a n d  f o i l e d  
h o p e s  f o r  a C o n f e d e r a t e  v i c t o r y .
4 .  D e v i l ' s  D e n .  L o n g s t r e e t ' s  J u l y  2 a t t a c k  c l e a r e d  
U n io n  t r o o p s  f r o m  th e s e  b o u ld e r s .  C o n f e d e r a t e  s h a r p ­
s h o o t e r s ,  o n e  o f  w h o s e  b a r r i c a d e s  c a n  s t i l l  be  s e en ,  
f i r e d  o n  L i t t l e  R o u n d  T o p  f r o m  h e re .
5 .  T h e  W h e a t f i e l d .  D ia m o n d s ,  M a l t e s e  c r o s s e s ,  a nd  
t r e f o i l s  o n  m o n u m e n t s  m a r k  t h i s  g r o u n d  as t h e  f i e ld  
o f  b a t t l e  o f  t h r e e  U n io n  c o r p s  d e f e n d i n g  a g a in s t  L o n g -  
s t r e e t ' s  o n s la u g h t .
6 .  T h e  P e a c h  O r c h a r d .  O n  J u ly  2 ,  G e n e r a l  S i c k le s '  
U n io n  s a l i e n t  e x t e n d e d  f r o m  D e v i l  s D en  t o  h e re ,  t h e n  
a n g le d  n o r t h w a r d  o n  t h e  E m m i t s b u r g  R o a d .  F e d e ra l  
b a t te r i e s  f r o m  th e  h ig h  g r o u n d  h e r e  b o m b a r d e d  C o n ­
f e d e r a t e s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  a n d  w e s t  b e f o r e  L o n g s t r e e t ' s  
a t t a c k  s h a t t e r e d  th i s  l ine .
7 .  P i t z e r  W o o d s .  A f t e r  a s k i r m is h  a t  n o o n  o n  J u ly  2, 
t h e  C o n fe d e r a t e s  o c c u p i e d  th e s e  w o o d s .  F o u r  h o u r s  
l a t e r  t h e y  a t t a c k e d  a n d  s m a s h e d  S i c k le s '  l in e  a lo n g  
t h e  ro a d  t h r e e - t e n t h s  o f  a m i le  t o  t h e  eas t .
8 .  V i r g i n ia  M e m o r i a l .  G e n e r a l  L ee  w a t c h e d  t h e  g a l ­
la n t  c h a r g e  o f  J u l y  3 f r o m  h e re .  A n d  w h e n  i t  f a i le d ,  he 
r o d e  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  f i e ld s  in  f r o n t  o f  y o u  a n d  r a l l i e d  
h is  m en .
9 .  N o r t h  C a r o l in a  M e m o r i a l .  A l o n g  a n d  in f r o n t  o f  
t h i s  r i d g e ,  Lee  m a r s h a le d  h is  f o r c e s , a m o n g  t h e m  t h o u ­
sa nd s  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n s ,  f o r  t h e  s u p r e m e  e f f o r t  
on  J u ly  3.
1 0 .  M c P h e r s o n  R id g e .  J u s t  b e y o n d  M c P h e r s o n ' s  
b a rn ,  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  G e t t y s b u r g  b e g a n  e a r l y  o n  J u l y  1 . 
G e n e ra l  J o h n  F. R e y n o ld s ,  w h o s e  U n io n  i n f a n t r y  he ld  
t h i s  l in e ,  w a s  k i l le d  in t h e  w o o d s  t o  t h e  le f t .
1 1 . E te r n a l  L i g h t  P e a ce  M e m o r i a l .  T h is  m e m o r i a l  
w a s  d e d i c a te d  in 1 9 3 8 ,  t h e  7 5 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  
b a t t l e ,  t o  "Peace E te r n a l  in a N a t io n  U n i t e d  "  A r r i v a l  
o f  G e n e r a l  R o d e s '  C o n f e d e r a t e  d i v i s i o n  o n  t h i s  h i l l  
a t  1 p .m . o n  J u l y  1 t h r e a t e n e d  F e d e ra l  f o r c e s  w e s t  a nd  
n o r t h  o f  G e t t y s b u r g
1 2 .  O a k  R id g e .  U n io n  t r o o p s  h e r e  h e ld  s t u b b o r n l y  
a g a in s t  R o d e s '  a d v a n c e  f r o m  O a k  H i l l  t o  t h e  n o r t h  on  
th e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  J u l y  1 .
1 3 .  B a r l o w  K n o l l .  W h e n  J u b a l  E a r ly  s C o n f e d e r a t e s  
s m a s h e d  U n io n  d e f e n d e r s  h e r e  o n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  
J u ly  1, t h e  U n io n  l in e  n o r t h  o f  G e t t y s b u r g  c o l l a p s e d .

F r o m  B a r l o w  K n o l l ,  t a k e  U.S. 15  t o w a r d  G e t t y s b u r g  
to  th e  p o i n t  w h e r e  i t  c u r v e s  r i g h t .  J u s t  p a s t  t h e  c u r v e ,  
t u r n  l e f t  o n  S t r a t t o n  S t r e e t .  C o n t i n u e  to  E a s t  M i d d l e  
S t r e e t ,  t h e n  t u r n  l e f t  a n d  d r i v e  e a s t  o n e  b l o c k  to  E as t  
C o n fe d e r a t e  A v e n u e  (L i b e r t y  S t r e e t ) .  T u rn  r i g h t  on  
E as t  C o n f e d e r a t e  A v e n u e  a n d  p r o c e e d  to  C u lp ' s  H il l .

1 4 .  C u lp ' s  H i l l .  A t  d u s k  o n  J u l y  2 ,  J o h n s o n  s C o n f e d ­
e r a te s  u n s u c c e s s fu l l y  a t t a c k e d  U n io n  t r o o p s  o n  C u lp  s 
H i l l  (ahead) ,  a d v a n c in g  o v e r  t h e  f i e ld s  t o  y o u r  le f t .
1 5 .  S p a n g l e r ' s  S p r i n g .  T h o u g h  r e p u l s e d  a t  C u lp 's  
H il l ,  t h e  C o n fe d e r a t e s  s e iz e d  t h i s  s p r i n g  a n d  t h e  U n io n  
e a r t h w o r k s  n o r t h  o f  i t ,  o n l y  t o  lose  t h e m  t h e  n e x t  
m o r n in g .
1 6 .  C e m e t e r y  H i l l .  H e r e  U n io n  t r o o p s  r a l l i e d  la te  on  
J u ly  1. T h e  n e x t  e v e n in g  t h e y  r e p e l l e d  a C o n f e d e r a t e  
a s s u l t  t h a t  r e a c h e d  t h e  c r e s t  o f  t h e  h i l l  e a s t  o f  t h i s  
ro a d .
1 7 .  N a t i o n a l  C e m e t e r y .  S o ld i e r s '  N a t io n a l  M o n u m e n t ,  
c o m m e m o r a t i n g  U n io n  d e a d  w h o  fe l l  h e re ,  s t a n d s  o n  
t h e  s p o t  w h e r e  P r e s id e n t  L in c o ln  d e l i v e r e d  h is  G e t t y s ­
b u r g  A d d re s s .

Th is  c o n c l u d e s  t h e  a u t o  t o u r  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  
s i te  at East C a v a l r y  B a t t l e f i e ld .  3 m i le s  e a s t  o f  G e t t y s ­
b u r g  o n  Pa. 1 1 6 .  H e re  U n io n  c a v a l r y  u n d e r  G e n .  D. M .  
G r e g g  i n t e r c e p t e d  a n d  d e f e a t e d  J .  E. B. S t u a r t ' s  
c a v a l r y .


