








Gateway National Recreation Area i 
a special place which speaks to a new 
generation of park-goers. Located 

in the heart of the nation 's largest metropoli­
tan area, it touches the lives of some twenty 
million people. For these urban dwellers, the 
park offers fun, adventure and a chance to 
teach future generations the fragile balance 
between man and his environment. 
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Superintendent's Message 
Thi year marks the 75th 
anniver ary of the National -41::••"'--, Park Service, one of 

the great ucces storie of our nation . 
When the agency wa born in 1916, 
National Geographic wrote that "a play­
ground for recreation and instruction, 
our national parks are without rival on 
any continent." Today, this tatement i 
no le s true with our park y tern embrac­
ing some of the finest cenic , recreational 
and hi toric areas in America . 

And ju ta the lands under the Agen­
cy ' teward hip have grown. so also ha 
the Park ervice itself whi h ha ven ­
tured into bold new program including 
" bringing the parks to where the people 
are" with urban projects such as Gateway 
National Recreation Area . 

ongrcss e tablished Gateway in 1972 
a a way of offering recreation, wilder­
ne and cultural experience to millions 
of people in the nation ' largest metropol ­
itan area who otherwise might never have 
the opportunity to visit a national park . 
Almo t twenty years later, that still 
remains our goal. 

Gateway i a year-round park who e 
opportunitie are a varied a the inter­
ests of its vi itors . Overnight camping 
trips for organized youth group , special 
event , excellent beache for swimming 
and fishing. ballfield . outdoor concert , 
wintertime nature walks and environ ­
mental education programs are among 
the park 's many popular activitie . 

For its constituency, Gateway erves a 
a c nduit through which ational Park 

ervice idea and ideal arc tran mitted . 
Becau se Gateway does not exist in a 
va uum however. we are always explor­
ing newer and better way. to expand the 
recreational opportun itie for the more 
than 20 million re idents of the New York 
metropolitan area . At the ame time, we 
are careful to pr tect the fragile re ourcc 
under our care . 

With upport from the communitie 
which surround Gateway, from elected 
official and from the private sector 
which help fund many of our programs, 
Gateway National Recreation Area will 
continue to bring the parks to where the 
people are , for here i where we belong . 

~4C.~~ 
Kc in C Buckley - "") 
General upcrintcndcnt 





Urban Park 
• Gatev. ay 

auunal R reali~ n rea v.·a 
mer •I} a dream held b] 
a i v. ci1i1en group. , 1he 

n1i.;e and a number 
ol elected of11 rul , rnmt notably the 
la1.: nngn: ,m,in v illiam Fitts R an ol 
~ ! Jnh utan . Dur i ng his di ungui he<l 
l'arccr. Ryan had 1.h:vol d himself to 
v. irking for the p uric f New York. but 
his kgisl,11ion tu c\labli ha nallonal park 
in 1\m ·rica·, l,1rgc l metropolis \\a hb 
grl'alcsl ·ucc ss . 



' I he reati n of ateway pencd a ncv. 
tront1er for the Par!.. erv1ce arved 
from laad that \\a~ once th~ property of 
the . t.itc ot w Jersey, cw Y rk ii}. 
the rm)' and the avy. Gate a offered 
inner city milli m~ recreati nal, cultural 
and duc:monal program all within an 
h ur of their doorstep At the amc- llrnc. 

atc\\a) pre cntc<l the Par crvu;c with 
it 12rcatc~t hallengc: creating harmony 
bct"cen man and nature in an area of 
tnlcns1vc u~e 

1;1tcway h a patchworl.. purk 

Ga1c ..... 1 '6.00U <re 
1n lu1k l>c:a<hc , Jun 
ari.:a . v.cllaml • lur1:~• 
:ind thL Jamau:a Ra~ 
Wli11i11< Rctuec . hcl'"' 
a pr r me c . .impk of 
re larmcd I.ind 

who c 26.(1( 0 a re> are di• ided into fi ur 
unit. cattcred amund ew \ rl.. Har­
bor: B rec z Point on the Rockaway 
P·n in ula. Jamaica Ba : the \Outbea ·t 
cm h re of tatcn Island: and and 
Hook.. cw Jcr cy. Together they ffcr 
hcacbc~ for ... wimmmg and fi brng; mi lcs 
ol bike path and nature trails · dozca. ot 
ballfit:ld : me of tbc fmc..,t bird ·anctuar-
1e~ along th• ·a~t·rn caboard. and natu 
ral areas lO cn.10y and more imp rtantly. 
rom which 10 learn 



Historic Resources 
=; ~ Nestled amid the •:11.1r: - • \ beaches and 
'1111- marshes of Gateway 

• are historic rc5ource:. 
rich in the lore of the region which [orm 
an integral part of the park . A 1764 light· 
house, one of the country's first lifesav· 
ing stations. a charming Victorian Army 
post and de:-erted airbase all tel I of a 
time when the lands of Gateway served as 
sLratcgic points for guarding the nation's 
busiest harhor. 

As its name implies. Gateway National 
Recreation Area takes iti. character from 
t'-'"O arms of land , Sandy Hook and 
Rreezy Point, which form a natural gate· 
way to the port of New York . For almost 
300 year~, European sctllers, then later 
i111n11gran1~. passed through this c.:hannel 
on their way lo seule the New World As 
the port's stature increased. \O also did 
the country\ defense of its Cl>tuar:r giving 
rise Lo a number of fortific.:ation~ along 
the harbor including 19th century gun 
batteries. and Nike mi si le site1>. All but 
abandoned toclay, these relics offer hourl> 
of exploration for curious visitor~. 

Gateway also counb among its historic.: 
treasure Floyd Bennett Field, Ne\ 
York's firq municipal airport Never a 
success commcrcially-ils location was 
deemed loo Far from the city-the field 
was nonetheless a frequent site of avia· 
lion history. It served as a take·off point 
for the daring fliers of the 20's and 30\ 
including Wiley Post. Howard Hughe!.. 

Charles Lindbergh. Amelia Earhart, Col. llil•••llllll'lli-4~•· ..... ~ 
Roscoe 1urner. and ·· wrongway " Corn· 
gan Later used by the Navy as a training 
base. the field still holds many or 
the originul structures whid today host 
special events. overnight camping for 
children, nature programs and athlel11.: 
events. Pre~ent plans call for maJOr devel­
opment of thb area which would target 
programs and act1vit1e for v1i.1tor~. while 
at the same ti me pre ·crving the character 
of the field. 

Culturul Trca,u1c' 
Flo}d Bcnnc11 Field. 
tJke-nlf JnoJ land1n)! 
pO•nt fnr a\.1a1or 

Charle• Lindb~rgh. 
Sandy Hook l1ghthou\c 
1hc oldest WLirking 11n11 
1n 1he nati11n. and l'L 
HancncJ.... lormrr mill· 
tary post al rnrr3nn~ tn 

New 't\irk Harhor 





Recreational Activities 
Among national 
parks, Gatewa) ts 
unique . Although 
the park ha. one 
percent of the 

acreage of Yellowstone. its yearly visita­
tion is more than that of Yel lo\\ stone and 
Yosemite combined. making it some ol 
the mo l intensely used land 1n the 

a11onal Park. ystem. 
Jateway's playground . teem with 

ac11v111e .. swimming. fishing, running, 
horseback riding. hiking. boating . 
archer). biking. tennis. ba~eball. foot 
hall. soccer and sailtng. And for more 
serious-minded athletes. there\ a hiath­
lon. the Staten hland half- marathon. 
fishing comests. horse \hows , league ball 
and an all-women lifeguard competi11on. 

Gateway's far-llung riches also mclude 
land for planting com mun ny gardens. 
staging summer concerts and holding 
special events like the annual ity Gar 
1.lcncrs· Harve!>t Fair and Earth Day 
celebrations. 

In 1990. 5.8 million people v1s1tcd 
Gateway. To meet the demands of such 
heavy u~e. the park employs \Orne 800 
people including dedicated rangers and 
support staff. hard-\\OTking maintenance 
personnel. an outstanding force of U S 
Par" Police and one of the rinest life ­
guard services 111 tht: nallon. Gateway 
aho pride~ Itself on its volunteers who 
lead school groups. help with wildltfc pro· 

gram'> and a . i t vi. Hors. 
With the unwavering support of the 

an:<1's Congressional ddegation. Gacewa 
has begun planning and construction on 
a series of major capnal 1 mprovements 
Projects al read) underway 111dude reha­
bi 1 itation of Canttr,ic Pier in Brooldyn 
where visitors en.1oy outdoor concert\ 
and fine dining. upgrading the beach cen­
ter <1l Sandy llook in cw krscy. and 
refurbl\hmg Jacob Riis Par". one ot C\\ 

ork \ mo~t popular beaches 

.u:uv11ie, f r C\.ery 
111tert: 1 lr nn !ft\\<1mm11 

\i;ilcwav including an anti 11\1110 . 111 nnual 
all wurncn's life •uard rc~uvah li c the Ci ty 
<OlllC~t. above. held Gardeners· Harve'I 
each yca1 at Jacoh Ri1 l'a1r. lelt arul c •nler 
P;1r GJtcway b1.H11\(!iri 



Outdoor Classrooms For thousands 
of chi ldren in the New York-New Jer­
sey metropolitan area , Gateway 
offers organized learning programs 
throughout the schoo l year from 
ranger-guided trail wa lks to labora­
tory activities with seashore ani­
mals. For info rmation on what ' s 
available in a particular area contact 
individual units of Gateway. 
Teachers note: because of popularity 
of programs , reservations mu t be 
made in advance. 

Anglers' Delight Gateway's water 
offer excellent fishing for both the 
amateur and serious-minded sports­
man . Su r f cas ting off Sandy Hook 
and Breezy Point yie lds st riped bass , 
bluefish and fluke while the waters 
of Jamaica Bay offer summer 
flounder, blackfish and during cold 
weather, winter flou nder. 

Historic Treasures Nestled amid the 
dunes of Gateway's sandy shore are 
historic treasures to be explored. 
Two forts , gun batteries . one of the 
first life-saving stations in the 
nation, the country 's oldest working 
lighthouse and historic airbases all 
tell of a time when the land of Gate-

Plethora of Plants Gateway 's rich soils 
and diver e habitats enable it to sus­
tain a variety of plant and tree 1 i fe . 
Spring wildflowers such as purple 
thistles, white ox-eyed daisies and 
yellow black-eyed Susans blanket 
the park . In beach areas, grasses and 
seaside goldenrod tabilize dune 
movement while up land areas are 
good example of coa tal woodland 
with fa t-growing white poplar, 
cherry and willow trees along with 
many different evergreen . At Ft. 
Tilden , Russian olive trees and Jap­
anese black pine adorn the grounds , 
planted years earlier by the Army to 
camouflage gun po itions . Among 
the park' prized possessions: a pris­
tine holly forest at Sandy Hook, one 
of the largest stand of the prickly­
leafed tree on the East Coast. 

Sw imm ing Cool , clean waters and 
miles of sandy beaches within an 
hour of city living draw millions of 
bathers to Gateway 's Jacob Riis Park 
in Queens and to Sandy Hook in 
New Jersey each summer. Open 
from Memorial Day through Labor 
Day, the beaches offer lifeguard pro­
tection during summer months . 



Breezy Point District -
Jacob Riis Park 

Canarsie Pier 

Floyd Bennett Field 

Jamaica Bay 
Wildlife Refuge 

Sandy Hook Unit 

Staten Island Unit 
Miller Field 

Great Kills 

Subway: IRT 2 (5 al o rush 
hour ) to Flatbush Ave . -
Q35 bus to park: or IND A 
or CC to Rockaway Park -
Q22 bu to park . 

Mas transit : BMT LL to 
Rockaway Parkway - free 
transfer to B42 bu to 
entrance of Canar ie Pier. 

Subway: IRT 2 (also 5 ru h 
hours) Lo latbush Ave . -
take Q35 to park. A k driver 
to let you off at Floyd Ben­
nett Field . 

Subway : IND A or CC to 
Broad Channe l tation . 
Walk we t Lo Cro Bay 
Blvd ., then north about 
three quarters of a mile to 
Refuge Visitor Center on 
left. 

Train : ew Jersey Coa t 
Line to Red Bank - Boro bus 
4 to Highlands . Phone (800) 
772-2222 (NJ only) or (201) 
762-5100 for schedule 
information . 

Bu : Connect with Q35 
Green Line bus at Flatbush 
Ave . corner ostrand , Kings 
Highway, or Ave . (Kings 
Plaza) . Bus proceed onto 
bridge . Ask driver for top: 
or Q21 or Q53 to Beach 
I 16th t. then Q22 or Q35 to 
park . 

Bu : Connect with Q35 
Green Line bus at Flatbu h 
Ave. corner Nostrand, Kings 
Highway. or Ave. U (Kings 
Plaza). 

Bus: Green Lines Q21 from 
Liberty Ave. (Queens) or 
I 16th t. (Rockaway) to 
Refuge: or Q21 fron ew 
Lots Ave . (Brooklyn) or Far 
Rockaway (Queen ) to 
Refuge. 

Bus: Academy Lines from 
New York City to Highlands . 
Phone (201) 291-1300 or 
(212) 564-8484 for schedule 
information . 

Bus: S-76 from ferry termi­
nal to New Dorp Lane and 
Miller Field . 

Bu : S-78 or S-79 from ferry 
terminal to Great Kill Park 
entrance . X- 13 expres bus 
from Manhattan to ent ran e . 

Auto : Belt Parkway to Exit 
11-S, continue directly south 
across Marine Parkway-Gil 
Hodge Bridge to park: or 
Woodhaven Blvd . to Cro s 
Bay Blvd . , we ton Bea h 
Channel Drive to park . 

Auto : Belt Parkway to 
Rockaway Parkway, Exit 13 . 

Auto : Belt Parkway, Exit 
11- , Flatbush Ave . south to 
traffi light just before the 
Marine Parkway-Gil Hodge 
Bridge. Turn left into Floyd 
Bennetl Field at light. 

Auto : Belt Parkway to 
Cross Bay Blvd . . Exit 17 
(Rockway) . ross orth 
Channel Bridge . Refuge i 
ab ut I mile pa t the bridge 
on the right. 

Auto : Garden State Park­
way to Exit 117 (or US 9 and 
NJ 35 outh) t NJ 36 to 
park . 

Auto : Verrazano Bridge 
from Brooklyn on Goethal 
Bridge from ew Jer ey, 
take Staten Island Express­
way to Hylan Blvd . exit, 
outh on Hylan Blvd . to 

New Dorp Lane , ea ton 
ew Dorp Lane to end of 

street and entrance to Miller 
Fie ld. 

Auto : Verrazano Br. from 
Bklyn , Goethal Br. from 

J. take I E pwy to Hylan 
Blvd . south to Park . 





Classrooms for Discovery 
ror thou. and ot treet ­
bound c11y cho lchtldren, 

-----===----·""""4blliC'~-~ Gateway ~e rve ~ as an 
ou1door clJs mom to explore thi: world 
an um.J them H1::rc th y ta. h! uhvc bcrncs 
for 1he rn\I 11m . hear encl.els chirp and 
wonder what magic bring hird~ back 
i.:ach year to nc. l 

Gateway ol"fcr a 1dc ran.,e of 
learning program al a spc ial environ­
mental studv center c tahlished an 
o perauon ·with the ew rk ity 

Board of falut·ation Parli ipanb of all 
ag . learn abuul a bore animal • rnarin 
hfe. bird. and hab1tac . a wdl 
a ut:h ecolo 1c l topics .1 

recyclin 1 • for th usands 
uf children each year, 
ranger and lf-
g uidcd natur 

walk . • overnight camping trips and pc­
cial workshop~ all <lemon. trate the deli ­
cate balance bct\\<een man and nature 
and the need to preserve the earth · 
re urce~ for th futun.: . 

The park al'u has a Job 1rp 1v1lian 
on~crvallon cnccr. Addre~,111g the 

necd to recruit min nties lrom urban 
ari:a' into th Park crvice. th program 
include a p rk raneer training our. e 
alung with teaching more tr d1uonal 
ckrical and c n .. 1ruction kill • all of 
wh1 h prepare student f r their I 1 fc work. 





Natural Trea ures 

sure are 1mportan1 to the 
r gi n. Its ocean beache., 
wetland. , dun , upland. 

and forei.t arc among the last remaining 
undeveloped land in the mo t highly 
omm rcial and indu trial region in 
menca . ogo.:ther th ~e re. ource play 

ho l t not nly million of visitor - ea h 
year, hut also lo a wide variety of wildJire . 
Mindful fits re~pon ·i bility to pre erve 
the rcsour ·s und r its care for future 
gcncratiom, the Park ervice ha under­
taken a numb r of con ervation efforts to 
en ure their survival. 

F r bird-lover . Gateway offer. hours 
of enjoyment with Breezy Point home to 
the most diver e group of beach-nesting 
hints on Long I land including the threat­
ened Piping Plover, and th Jama1 a Bay 
Wildlife Refuge. an imp riant stopo er 
on the II< ntic: rlyway. '\Imo t 600.000 
adult. and children 1 ·1t the refuge' 

, 155 acres each year to view the thou­
and of water, land and _ horebi rd. that 
top during m1grat1on areful manage-

m ·nt of this "'ildli e area has in­
crea~e<l 1he number ol ~rec1es with 326 
record d av r th ye;1rs . 

B ides 1h ropulat1on ot bmil. Gate­
way 1 h m to 'mall mammals, reptiles. 
amph1h1ans ant.I butter! he including the 
migrating monarch which alight each 
year at tatcn l land' real Kill. Park a 
well as oti'K:r areas m th park 

Gateway's Future 
Moving into the last decade of the 

twentieth century, Gat·way find it elf in 
an era of 1mm ·n~e prom1 and chal­
lenge . nticipatcd rcfurbi hmenl and 
d velopmcnt of major urea will s n 
e pand the rccrea11onal, cullural and 
educ:1tional opportunit1e for the mil­
lions of peopl the park serves. l the 
.amc time, great arc mu -1 be taken to 
pr •serv • the natural treasures which are 
- t Gateway's core. 

It ha. been said that I I park , wher­
ever they arc. have a c mmon denomina­
t r-lh ah1hty lO r ne"' _ omcthrng deep 
w-ithin every pen.on ·h isit . For Gate­
way' constituent . 11' the chance to re­
discover the jo f nature\ diver e play­
grounds in the h d w facity ·kyline . 

1ar) tern. 111ch1 Con 
'~r\alll n rro,gnuu 
\\hi h prott.:\.C n un 1 

aroa h,i. holp d 
1ni.;rcasC' the p~n 
"'P~<.:1c' to more lhJn 
300 Other "'1IJl11c 1 

Ga•~"a' 'mall m~m 
mal' amph1t>1~n , rep 
tile arH.I (.:t1lortul tn cd\ 

ll~c the cccrop1a 11101h 



I 



Park Highlights 
Trai l Adventures For thou ands of 
city re idenl , Gateway offers an 
extensive network of t rails. Bikers 
and joggers will delight in the miles 
or paved roadway and path at 
Sandy Hook , Breezy Point, Floyd 
Bennett and Miller Fields , and Great 
Kill Park . Elsewhere , elf-guided 
walks off the beaten path lure nature 
lover 10 the Jamaica Bay Wildlife 
Refuge. Sandy Hook and Breezy 
Point. Also at Jamaica Bay, trail for 
horseback riding. 

Play Ball ! Within the park 's boundar­
ies are fields for ba eball , soccer and 
football. Enihu iasts will find excel­
lent league ball at Miller Field and 
an annual rugby tournament at 
Breezy Point. Throughout the park 
there are also areas for casual pickup 
game . Al Floyd Bennett Field , a 
conce ion offer pub I ic tenn i 
courts and a golf driving range . For 
information and re ervation of play­
ing time contact individual units. 

Special Events Each year, Gateway 
hosts a number of special events: 
concerts. festivals, fairs and other 
people-oriented activities. Annual 
favorites include the City Gardeners' 
Harvest Fair at Floyd Bennett Field, 
ummer concert at Canar ie Pier 

and a model airplane how at Great 
Kill Park in Staten Island . 

·:. 

Bird ers' Paradise Located near 
Kennedy Airport , Gateway ' 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge i one 
of the mo t important urban wildlife 
refuges in the northea tern United 
State . Encompassing 9 , 155 acre , it 
comprise diver e habitat : a lt­

marsh . upland field and woods, 
everal fresh and bracki sh ponds and 

an open expanse of bay and islands­
al l located within the limit of New 
York City. Situated on the Atlantic 
flyway, the refuge i nationally and 
internationally renowned as a prime 
birding pot where thousand of 
water, land and hore bird top dur­
ing migration . More than 326 spe­
cies have been recorded here during 
the la l twenty-five years . 

Ran ger Programs Park Service 
Rangers offer a variety of intere ting 
program throughout the year : 
guided walks. environmental educa­
tion , tour of historic site , ea onal 
event . A calendar of the e programs 
i available al all unit headquarter . 
Activities include astronomy cla e 
at Great Kill Park , moonlight walk 
al Sandy Hook and bird watching at 
the Refuge . Call individual units for 
more information . 

.·. : .. · 
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