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| - INTRODUCTION

This is the fourth in a series of interim reports detailing the
findings and analyses of the Fort Vancouver Archeological Project.
Purposes, scope, and methods of the current project are outlined
In the Initial report of this series (Hoffman and Ross 1972).

This fourth report is concerned with remains of the Chief Factor's
House, also known as the Big House, the governor's mansion, and

a variety of other names (Hussey 1972:87) that indicate the
building's importance as the social focus of Fort Vancouver.

This report also details remains of a large kitchen that served
as a functional auxiliary to the Big House.

In addition to housing the senior officers and their families,
the Chief Factor's House served as a common dining hall for the
gentlemen of the Fort, as a visitors' center, as a social and
economic center for Hudson's Bay Company activities in the
Department of the Columbia, and even as a public center of poli-
tical activity In the Oregon country. Much of this has been
outlined by John A. Hussey but cannot be overemphasized. Indeed,
", ..merely to summarize the events which took place in the
manager's residence from 1838 to the 1850's would practically
amount to the writing of a history of Fort Vancouver..." (Ibid.:94).

The archeological remains detailed in this report are those of
the second Chief Factor's House built within the Fort. The
presence of two successive structures of similar appearance

and function, but in different locations, was strongly suggested
by Hussey (1957:145) in his original published report, and demon-
strated by more recent research (Hussey 1972:88-94). It is

the second house that is germane to the 1845 period of Fort
Vancouver, the period selected by the National Park Service for
reconstruction of major buildings.

Bullt during the winter of 1837-38, the second Chief Factor's
House was in use by 19 March 1838 and continued to stand until

15 June 1860 (1bid.:93-94) or later. The assoclated Kitchen was
Immediately north of the Chief Factor's House; that is, between
the house and the northern wall of the Stockade (Hussey 1957:Pls.
i1, 1IV), |+ was probably bullt at the same time as the Big House,
but its exact location cannot be fully indicated before July 1841
in light of current historical research (Hussey 1972:165). While
Its main function was that of a kitchen for the common dining hall,
the bullding also served as living quarters for cooks and stewards
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(lbid.:165, 168, 170). This particular kitchen stood In one
location from the time it was built in 1838 or 1841, until its
destruction in 1852 or 1854 (lbid.: 167-68). It was replaced
sometime before 1854 by a smaller structure located immediately
northeast of the Chief Factor's House. We have termed the later
kitchen the post-1852 Kitchen and discussed portions of it in

a previous report (Hoffman and Ross 1973). Other portions will
be briefly discussed in this report.

Throughout this report we use the term "Chief Factor's Kitchen"
when referring to the structure that stood behind the Big House
from about 1838 to sometime before 1854 and the term "post-1852
Kitchen" when referring to the small building that replaced the
Chief Factor's Kitchen.

Various portions of the Chief Factor's House and Kitchen were
exposed during exploratory operations of 1948 and 1950 (Caywood
1955:sheet 9 of map 2). These features included several wooden
footings of wall lines, stone remains interpreted as a fireplace
foundation within the Kitchen area, and two privy pits located
north of the Chief Factor's House and Kitchen (ibid.:15~16, sheet
9 of map 2). It is unfortunate that the published versions of

© Caywood's maps do not show the full details of his field maps.

The latter, which are still on file at Fort Vancouver National
Historic Site, include certain data that we will show 1o be
significant to a structural understanding of the Chief Factor's
House.
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11 - EXCAVATIONS

Remains of the Chief Factor's House and Kitchen were exposed by
a continuation of the stripping process previously used in the
northeastern sector of the Fort. This technique consisted of
excavating all areas on or adjacent to the House and Kitchen by
means of contiguous 10 ft. squares. Fill of each square was
removed in various levels or units until we were assured that
excavations were below the occupational surface of the Hudson's
Bay Company. In many areas, excavations were carried well into
culturally sterlie flood plain gravels in order to fully define
archeological remains.

The top layer or unit of each square consisted of fill and

debris from National Park Service and United States Army activities.
This unit, whose depth varied from square to square, was stripped
out as a single level and labeled "Vancouver Barracks Level."
Cultural deposits below this level were removed in 0.5 f*t.
increments, including U.S. Army deposits that intruded below

the Hudson's Bay Company deposits.

A total of 102 complete or partial 10 ft. squares was stripped

to varying depths below the surface of summer 1971. These units
and their exposed remains are illustrated on the excavation map,
Figs. 1.1-1.2. Thirteen additional 10 ft. squares were excavated
west and southwest of those shown on Figs. 1.1-1.2. These

are not Included on the excavation map since they were not
completed; that is, the squares were not carried to depths
considered sufficient for full description and interpretation.
Other than sectioning an HBC road (to be discussed), the incomplete
squares yielded little useful information on Hudson's Bay Company
occupation and merely showed continuation of USA features.

The stripping process succeeded In exposing the foundations of

the Chief Factor's House, fence lines and a porch associated with
the House, as well as certain remains of the Chief Factor's Kitchen
and the post-1852 Kitchen. Added to the above were Intrusions

from various periods of Vancouver Barracks activity, and distur-
bances from more recent National Park Service activities.

..The Components

All exposed archeological features are summarized in Table 1,

il
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Most can be identified as to their cultural affiliation or
component on the basis of associated artifacts, stratigraphic
position, or documented location. Some features, such as tree
roots and charcoal found in sterile flood plain gravels, cannot
be confidently identifled or they are non-cultural [tems.

The latest cultural remains found were those of the NPS. These
consisted largely of stake, post, or peg butts left in the ground
from previous archeological excavations. Also noted were both

s lumped and intact lines of previous excavations.

Remains of Vancouver Barracks activity were located at depths
from sod level to well within the flood plain gravels underiaying
the HBC occupation. The more outstanding remains of the USA
component were a series of wood-lined drains or culverts located
south and west of the Chief Factor's House. One such drain
Intruded the western sector of the House, nearly parallel to

the latter's west wall (Figs. 1.1-1.2), The drains were built
within deep trenches which penetrated well below the HBC remains
(Fig. 6a).

Areas of carbonized straw and graln were noted in western sectors
of excavation. These appeared to be burnt shocks, possibly oats,
dating from use of the Fort area by the military for agricultural
and pastoral purposes. Another possible pastoral use by the

Army was represented by 5 large postholes of a putative horse
picket intrusive fo the northeast corner of the Chief Factor's
Kitchen (Fig. 1.1). The postholes were spaced at intervals of
7.75 to 8.00 f+. for a total length of 31.55 ft. Their alignment
was skewed to HBC remains, although there is general agreement
with other USA alignments.

Vancouver Barracks remains of the 1918-19 period were amply

found in the southern areas of excavation. Wooden ballast dividers
of 2 rallroad spurs were found crossing portions of the Chief
Factor's House (Fig. 1.2). The northern divider was a continuation
of one discussed in the first and third reports of this series
(Hoffman and Ross 1972, 1973). The southern divider crossed

over the wood-lined drains of an earlier period. Also crossing
the drains was a narrow trench that appeared to have been dug by
machinery and was probably intended, if not used, as a water line.
Paralleling the south side of the trench were trash pits and a
concrete footing of a World War | {umber mill. A large posthole
of a utility line was found north of the northern ballast divider,
and Intrusive to the carbonized straw deposits. Wooden pieces
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Table 1 -- Archeological features excavated in area of the
Chief Factor's House and Kitchen.

Feature Description Component

136 Four postholes and a post butt; postholes suggest NPS?
lathe-1ike stakes, possibly part of previous
excavations

149 Wood footing plus wood and brick fragments in HBC
east wall of Chief Factor's House

151 Wood stake of a ballast divider from a 1918 USA
R.R. spur

167 Wood sill on footing; NE corner of Chief Factor's HBC
House

168 Wood footing in east wall of Chief Factor's House HBC

169 Wood sill on footing; SE corner of Chief Factor's HBC
House '

174 Charcoal fragments in sterile floodplain deposits =
plus an upright 2x4 of undetermined cultural
provenience :

180 Two small concentrations of wood fragments and HBC
a brick near east wall of Chief Factor's House

181 Irregular scattering of brick and wood fragments HBC

mixed with gravels; parallels inside of north
wall of Chief Factor's House

182 Concentration of wood fragments; possibly a HBC
footing for a repair prop under a floor joist
of Chief Factor's House ‘

183 Concentration of brick fragments from the HBC

, col lapsed chimney of Chief Factor's House

184 Stone foundation for chimney of Chief HBC
Factor's House :

187 Mortised wood footing in south wall of Chief HBC

- Factor's House

188 Wood footing In south wall of Chief Factor's HBC
House ] '

191 Wood remnants of 7 footings and many sill HBC
fragments In south wall of Chief Factor's House

192 Charred remnant of sill from south wall of HBC
Chief Factor's House ;

193 Brick stain from collapsed chimney of Chief HBC

' Factor's House plus several small rocks

195 Large posthole of a modern utility line; USA

probably 1918-1919
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Table 1 (cont'd.)
Feature Description Component
196 Three large rocks, a pliece of concrete, and a USA
rectangular post butt from a ballast divider of &
a 1918 R.R. spur; rock may be redeposited from HBC
chimney foundation of Chief Factor's House
197 Concentration of brick, metal, and wood fragments USA
in SE sector of Chief Factor's House; largest &
wood plece is from ballast divider of 1918 R.R. HBC
spur
197a Rectangular post butt from ballast divider of USA
a 1918 R.R. spur
198 Large posthole between west wall and chimney HBC?
foundation of Chief Factor's House; possibly
a repair prop for floor joisting
201 Scattered pockets of carbonized straw and grain USA
(oats?) intruded by utility pole, F195; appear
to be shocks burnt before 1918
202 Charred remnants of wood foundation sill in HBC
west wall of Chief Factor's House
203 Wood sill on footing; SW corner of Chief HBC
Factor's House
204 Intrusive wood~lined drain of Vancouver Barracks USA
205 Wood footing in north wall of Chief Factor's HBC
House; west edge of one of the probable Kitchen
doors
207 Intrusive wood-lined trash pit with large USA
stones and concrete
208 Green-painted wood fragments associated with HBC
collapsed chimney of Chief Factor's House; -
possibly remains of an interior wall :
209 Intrusive wood-1lined drain of Vancouver Barracks USA
210 Wood footing in north wall of Chief Factor's House; HBC
east edge of one of the probable Kitchen doors :
21 Wood footing; NW corner of Chief Factor's House HBC
212 Redeposited fragment of west wall sill of Chief HBC
Factor's House
213 Wood footing in north wall of Chief Factor's HBC
House
214 Two wood footings In south wall of Chief Factor's HBC
' House; one contains expended musket balls
215 Mortised wood footing of a fence line on west HBC
side of Chief Factor's House
216 Large vine (?) root, possibly from vines that HBC?
grew on Chief Factor's House
217 Two small concentrations of bovid (?) bones in an HBC

area between Chief Factor's House and Kitchen




Table 1 (cont'd.)

Feature Description Component

218 Wood footing and post tenon In south wall of HBC
Chief Factor's House

219 Concentration of wood fragments, window glass, and HBC
mammal bones below one of the probable passages
between Chief Factor's House and Kitchen

220 Wood footing In south wall of Chief Factor's House HBC

221 Rectangular wood post butt set into a prepared USA
round hole; one of the supports for a ballast
divider of a 1918 R.R. spur

222 Rectangular wood post butt of a fence aligned with HBC
west wall of Chlief Factor's House

223 Wood board fragments in NW sector of Chief Factor's USA?
House, possibly associated with F195

224 Allgnment of wood fragments and burnt wood per- HBC?
pendicular to and below the HBC road entering
Fort from North Gate

225 Wood footing in north wall of Chief Factor's House HBC

226 Wood footing in north wall of Chief Factor's House HBC

227 Wood board fragment in NW sector of Chief Factor's USA?
House; possibly associated with F195

228 Charred wood footing in north wall of Chief HBC
Factor's House; east or west edge of Kitchen door

229 Wood joist remnant in SW sector of Chief Factor's HBC
House

230 Wood footing in north wall of Chief Factor's House HBC

231 Linear pattern of wood fragments near center of HBC
Chief Factor's Kitchen; possibly remains of
celling or flooring ‘

232 ‘Linear wood fragments near center of Chief Factor's HBC
Kitchen; possibly remains of celling or flooring

233 Irregular pattern of clay and ash in SW sector HBC

’ of Chlef Factor's Kitchen; a remnant of Kitchen

ground f loor

234 Charred wood fragments under SE sector of Chief -
Factor's House; appear to be roots or bark

235 Intrusion of charred wood fragments and concrete NPS or
near center of Chief Factor's House USA

236 Charred wood footing under west wall sill of HBC
Chief Factor's House

237 Siumped upper limits of a Privy Pit (TP 13) NPS
previously excavated; cf. Caywood 1955:24

238 Linear wood fragments in SW sector of Chief Factor's | HEC

Kitchen
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Table 1 (cont'd.)
Feature Description Component
239 Charred wood footing under west wall sill of HBC
Chief Factor's House; southern edge of cellar door
240 A north-south trench of previous archeological NPS
excavations

241 Two rectangular wood post butts of a fence allgned HBC
with west wall of Chief Factor's House

242 Large posthole aligned with similar postholes in USA?
NE sector of Chief Factor's Kitchen; alignment
appears intrusive, possibly a horse picket

243 Rubble concentration of brick, stone, mortar, coal, HBC
scorched metal, and wood fragments mixed with clay
and ash, and resting on clay and ash or sand; col-
lapsed and disturbed remains of cooking facility
of Chief Factor's Kitchen

244 Vine (?) roots under east end of porch of Chief HBC?
Factor's House

245 Two concentrations of wood fragments, and wood USA
on concrete; intrusive from Vancouver Barracks
activity

246 Small compacted pockets of clay and gravel outside HBC?
western end of Chief Factor's Kitchen; possibly
a dishwater dump

247 Tapered 2x4" wooden stake buff a marker from NPS
previous excavations

248 Rubble layer of brick, stone, mortar and wood .HBC
board fragments resting on clay and ash layer; .
more remains of the cooking facility mixed with
possible ceiling or flooring remains and laying
on floor of Chief Factor's Kitchen

249 Smal| wood peg driven into ground; probably from NPS

- previous excavations

250 Small wood peg driven into ground; probably from NPS
previous excavations

251 Wood ballast divider of a 1918 R.R. spur USA

252 Two rectangular wood post butts and remnants of HBC
col lapsed wood posts from a fence aligned with
west wall of Chief Factor's House

253 Collapsed and backfilled portion of a Privy Pit NPS

' (TP 10) previously excavated; cf. Caywood 1955:24 v

254 Wood footing for SW corner of porch of Chief HBC
Factor's House, plus a vine (?) root

255 Fragments of charcoal, wood and bark; appears-?o -
be redeposited tree parts

256 Smal | wood post-in-sill set on brlck fooTIngs, HBC

SW corner of a fence in front of Chief Factor's
House
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Feature Description Component
257 Rectangular wood post butt set into a prepared HBC
hole and adjacent to a rectangular wood post butt

driven into ground; supports or repairs for a
fence in front of Chief Factor's House
258 Brick resting on light grey soil and sand; a HBC
detached portion of F248
259 Large fragments of wood boards, and a rectanguloid HBC
posthole; boards are part of post-1852 Kitchen, &
posthole is part of intrusive, putative picket USA?
line
260 Small rectangular wood post driven into ground; NPS
probably from previous excavations
261 Wood footing in south porch line of Chief Factor's HBC
House, brick fragments, and a wood board; board
may be siding or flooring from porch
262 Wood footing under west wall sill of Chief HBC
Factor's House; northern edge of cellar door
263 Irregularly shaped surface of clay, mortar and HBC
coral fragments; floor of post-1852 Kitchen
264 Split wood post set into a prepared hole; part USA?
of putative horse picket intrusive to NE sector
of Chief Factor's Kitchen
265 Redeposited trash of Vancouver Barracks USA
266 Rectangular wood post butt; support for a fence HBC
paralleling west wall of Chief Factor's House
267 Rectangular wood post butt set into a prepared USA?
hole; part of putative horse picket intrusive
to NE sector of Chief Factor's Kitchen :
268 Post cast within a prepared hole; east end of USA?
putative horse picket infrusive to NE sector
of Chief Factor's Kitchen
269 Narrow, machine-dug (?) trench paralleling R.R. USA
spurs and transecting upper portions of wood-lined
drains of Vancouver Barracks; possibly prepared
: for a water line in 1918
270 Small wood post-in-sill on brick footings; a HBC
support for fence in front of Chief Factor's House
2n Coral-derived |ime surface containing kitchen de- HBC
bris; a NE portion of Chief Factor's Kitchen floor
272 Root system of a large tree; probably precedent -
to HBC occupation
273 Concentration of wood, brick and metal fragments HBC
under porch of Chief Factor's House
274 | Vine (?) roots and concentration of wood, brick USA
_and tarpaper fragments; most associate with porch &
of Chief Factor's House but some Vancouver Bar- HBC

racks intrusion present
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Feature Description Component
275 Two rectangular wood post butts set into a prepared HBC
hole, one post appears to be a shim; a support for

a fence in front of Chief Factor's House

276 Wood footing In southern porch line of Chief HBC
Factor's House

277 Intrusive wood-|ined drain of Vancouver Barracks USA

278 Irreqularly shaped surface of clay, mortar and ash HBC
containing brick, stone, cinders and coral frag-
ments; an additional part of cooking facility in
Chlef Factor's Kitchen as altered by previous
excavation

279 Small wood board in NE sector of Chief Factor's HBC
Kitchen; possibly collapsed celling or flooring

280 Concentration of large brick fragments; probably HBC
bracing for fence line in front of Chief Factor's
House

281 Mortised wood footing in southern porch line of HBC
Chief Factor's House; part of western stairway head

282 Large angular rock along southern porch line of HBC
Chief Factor's House; appears fo be redeposited
from chimney base of house

283 Wood board plus cast of a rectangular wood stake HBC
driven into ground; board appears to be part of &
Chief Factor's Kitchen while stake may be from NPS?
previous excavations

284 Concentration of wood fragments, a mammal vertebra HBC
and a brick under porch of Chief Factor's House

285 Two postholes, one with wood fragments, in southern HBC
porch line of Chieft Factor's House; parts of east-
ern and western stairway heads

286 Intrusive trash deposit of Vancouver Barracks USA

287 Concentration of brick fragments outside southern HBC
fence of Chief Factor's House; possibly discards
from fence building or repair

288 Posthole and a wood board; board is part of an USA
intrusive drain, posthole is part of a R.R., spur

289 Two large smooth stones; possibly redeposited from HBC?

' F295 (g.v.)

290 Mortised wood footing and a wood post fragment; one HBC
of supports of a fence in front of Chief Factor's
House

291 Two wood boards laying outside of fence in front HBC

of Chief Factor's House; possibly pickets from
tence
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Table 1 (cont'd.)

Feature

Description

Component
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292

293
294

295

296

297
298
299
302

304

306

315

Following features were not found during current excavation,
are included because of thelr significances.

Cannonball and trunnion plate of garrison or
marine gun carriage; remains of guns displayed

in front of Chief Factor's House

Wood board laying outside of fence in front of
Chief Factor's House; possibly picket from fence
Concentration of stone, brick and trash outside of
fence In front of Chief Factor's House; appears to
be mixed and redeposited

Large rectangular wood post butt set into a pre-
pared hole and braced with large rounded stones;
flagstaff (?) beneath southern porch extension

of Chief Factor's House

Rectangular wood post butt braced with stone and
brick adjoining a small surface of coral-derived
mortar; a support for fence in front of Chief
Factor's House

Rectangular wood post butt braced with stone; one
of SE corners of fence in front of Chief Factor's
House

Intrusive wood-lined drain of Vancouver Barracks
Intrusive concrete footing of Vancouver Barracks;
probably 1918-19 {umber mill

Rectangular wood post butt set into a prepared
hole; one of SE corners of fence in front of
Chief Factor's House

Three grouped, rectangular wood post butts, one
with traces of white paint, associated with vine(?)
roots; a support for eastern fence of Chief
Factor's House _
Rectangular wood board or plank; associated with
road entering Fort from North Gate and parallel-
ing west side of Chief Factor's House

Irregularly shaped surface of coral and mortar
partially overlaying and partially mixed with
F263; appears to be repair to floor of post-1852
Kitchen

from exploratory field maps dated 09-10-50.

-

Line of vertical puncheons extending ca. 10 ft.

south of former SE corner of chimney base of Chief
Factor's House, south end of |ine coincides with a
footing In south wall; probably a varmint barrier

HBC

HBC
USA

HBC
HBC

HBC

HBC
USA
USA

HBC

HBC

HBC

HBC

but
Information derives

HBC
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Table 1 (cont'd.)

Feature

Description

Component

Linear pattern of wood fragments that form an ex-

.tenston of puncheon |ine above, but outside south

wall; southern end of pattern coincides with out-
side head of western stairway of Chief Factor's
House; probably a collapsed floor joist from porch
Wooden footing or a rectangular post butt plus an
adjoining wood plece ca. 4 ft. south of the SW
corner of chimney base of Chief Factor's House;
aligns with a footing in south wall; possibly

base of a prop for a floor jolist

‘Linear pattern of wood fragments ca. 12 ft. long that

parallels above puncheon line at a distance of ca.
7 ft. west; south end of |ine makes a right angle
and extends ca. 3 ft. east; possibly a collapsed
floor joist

HBC

HBC

HBC
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found near the hole were probably remnants of cross arms for

the utility pole. Other postholes of this line have been noted
(Hoffman and Ross 1972) at intervals of approximately 120 f+.

Less easily datable is a large wood-|ined trash pit located
Immediately north of the Chief Factor's House (Fig. 1.1).
Excavation of the pit was halted once its affiliation was recog-
nized. The pit was most similar to one found during excavation

of the HBC Wash House area (Hoffman and Ross 1972). Both probably
stem from "dog duty" or busy work of the peace-time Army.

Balance of remains found in excavation were attributable to the
Hudson's Bay Company occupation. These are illustrated on Fig-
ure 2 which show only the HBC features. Figs. 3.1 through 3.9
are enlarged sheets of the feature map that are Included for
clarity of illustration.

Chlef Factor's House

The Chlef Factor's House of the 1845 period was located near the
north wall of the Stockade, a short distance east of the north
gate (Hussey 1972:Pls., |Il, VI-VIil). From an inventory of 1846,
1t is known that the plan dimensions of the House were 40 by 70 f+t.
(1bid.:107), with the greater length oriented east-west. These
details are confirmed archeologically (Fig. 2).

Footings

Basic foundation of the House consisted of a series of wooden
block footings set at approximately regular intervals around the
40 by 70 ft. perimeter (Tables 2-5). Many of the footings were
noted to have been subsurface at the time of installation; that is,
they either lay below the level of HBC trash concentration or they
occaslonal ly showed evidence of being set into prepared holes.
Because of site disturbance we were unable to distinguish the
sizes and depths of the original holes. However, depths of the
individual footings were invariably below the bottom of the
collapsed chimney rubble (to be discussed) which ranged from

1.0 to 1.4 ft. below modern surface. 1|t seems reasonable to
hypothesize that all original footings of the House were set into
individual holes by the builders.

Our preliminary observations of footings at the corners of the House
fed to an error of interpretation that was repeated in the Historic
Structures Report of the Chief Factor's House (Hussey 1972:108).
When the corners were dug by the present project, 3 were found to
contain upright wooden posts packed in rock and the fourth had a
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suggestion of a post. These phenomena were Interpreted as remains
of packed post tenons and thus, an Interesting variation of the
usual post-in-sill construction technique used at Fort Vancouver.
We were puzzled that this detail was not mentioned in the final
exploratory report (Caywood 1955); neither could we find mention
of it in field notes of past explorations. A thorough search

of past archeological records finally produced a penciled copy of
a letter between members of the exploratory crew. Dated 11 Septem-
ber 1950, the letter mentions that corners of the Chief Factor's
House (among other structures) were marked by installation of
wooden 2x4's after excavation. Apparently these were driven down
into the original footings, packed in rock, and backfilled. The
short span of 20 years between excavations was sufficient to
deteriorate the 2x4's to the point that they closely resembled
wooden remains of the House. Examples of this situation are
iliustrated on Fig. 4. -

Some of the more regularly positioned footings were In the north
wall (Figs. 3.1, 3.4, 3.5). The northwestern corner (Fig. 4b) was
the best preserved; most other footings were defined from fragmen-
tary remains (Table 2). All appear to have been rectanqular

" blocks that varied from 0.65 to 2.00 f+. wide, 1.40 to 3.20 f+.

long, and 0.10 to 0.70 ft. thick In remnant dimensions. Distances
shown in column 5 of Table 2 were obtained as individual straight

I ine measurements on remnant centers. Hence the cumulative length
of 71.0 ft+. as opposed to the historically known length of 70.0 ft.
This merely tells us that many of the blocks have deteriorated

Iin size and alignment since instaliation. With the exception of

a supernumerary footing (discussed below), maximum depths of all
blocks varied only 0.5 ft.

Spacings of footings along the north wall Indicate an attempt by
the builiders to set the blocks at 10 ft. intervals (Table 2).
This reqularity is broken at the center of the north wall by a
supernumerary footing, F228 (Fig. 3.5). We believe this footing
to mark one edge of a door or passage that is historically known
to have connected the north wall of the House to the Kitchen
(Hussey 1972:121). Unfortunately, we have no evidence as to which
side of the door Is represented by the extra footing; it could be
either east or west. One thing appears certain -- this back door
was not at the center of the House wall. Moreover, it was likely
no wider than 3.3 to 3.725 ft., the effective clearance between
the footings on elther side of the extra footing.
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Structural footings of the Chief
Factor's House.

Southeast corner footing, a wooden
block oriented east-west and overlain
by a probable sill remnant of the south
wall, Vertical post and rock packing
are markers from previous excavations
(FOYA neg. 069.51-71/196)

Northwest corner footing, a wooden
block oriented east-west, and overlalin
by a north-south fragment of the west
wall sill. Vertical post and rock
packings are markers from previous
excavations (FOVA neg. 069.51-71/215)
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Table 2 -- Footing characteristics of the north wall of the Chiet Factor's House.

WidthxLength | Depth | Dist. from

Footing | Type xThickness bs(ft) | Last Footing Remarks

F211 Wooden 1.25 x 3.20 2.05- 0.00 ft. NW corner; overlain by portion of west

Block x 0.50 ft. 2.55 wall sitl; block may be 2 superimposed
pieces; subsurface?

F225 Wooden | 1.60 x 1.65 2.20~ 10.50 ft. Defined from wood chips & organic stain;
Block x 0,20 £t. 2.40 subsurface?

F226 Wooden | 1.40 x 1.60 1.75- 10.10 f+. Subsurface
Block x 0.65 f+t. 2.40

F205 Wooden | 1.20 x 2.00 2.10- 10.25 tt. ‘West edge of a probable door between
Block x 0.50 ft. 2.60 House & Kitchen; block may be 2 super-~

I

N
imposed pieces; metal pin horizontally -
positioned in east side; subsurface !

F 228 Wooden | 1.35 x 2.60 1.10- 5.00 ft. West or east edge of door between House
Block x 0.70 f+t. 1.80 & Kitchen; block defined from burnt earth
& charcoal fragments; subsurface
F210 Wooden | 1.55 x 2.45 1.40- 4.75 ft. East edge of a probable door between
Block - | x 1.10 f+, 2.50 House & Kitchen; block defined from wood

& charcoal fragments, may be 2 superim-
posed pieces; subsurface

F230 Wooden | 0.65 x 1.40 1.70- 10.50 f+t. Top of block is charred; subsurface
Block x 0.60 f+. 2.30

F213 Wooden | 0.75 x 1.80 1.80-~ 9.85 ft, Subsurface
Block x 0.40 f+. 2.20

F167 Wooden | 2.00 x 2.15 2.40- 10.05 f+. NE corner; block overlain by portion of
Block x 0.20 ft. 2.70 north wall sitl; subsurface
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Footings along the east wall of the House were not well defined
with exception of the corners (Table 3). Both the northeastern
and southeastern corners were clearly wooden blocks (Fig. 4a).
The other footings were def ined from concentrations of wood

f ragments or, where more solid remains occurred, were found offset
from the probable sill line between corners (Fig. 3.1, 3.6).

There is little consistency of dimensions, elevations, or spacings
among the footings of the east wall. Only the first block south
of the northeast corner falls intfo a 10 ft. interval, and it is
offset. Other blocks are set at intervals of 4.5 ft. which,
coupled with their of fset positions, lead to the inference that
they are repair footings rather than the original footings.
Cumulative spacings of the east wall blocks in Table 3 total

42.7 ft., rather than the historically known length of 40.0 ft.,
because of straight |ine measurements on remnant centers of the
offset blocks. This merely reflects poor preservation of east
wall footings. ‘

Due to the unclear situation along the east wall, we cannot make
any conjectures regarding surface level openings in the east wall
of the Chief Factor's House. Certainly we are not aware of any
historic evidence for such openings.

Excavations along the south wall of the House disclosed a high
density of wood remains (Fig. 5a). Other than corners, those
pleces oriented north-south and found at lower elevations were
considered footings, while pleces found at higher elevations
and oriented east-west were considered remains of the south walli
stil (Figs. 3.5, 3.6, 3.9). The southeastern and southwestern
corner footings were oriented the same as the northeastern and
northwestern corners. Footings of the south wall were all wood
blocks that varied from 0.65 to 2.95 ft+. in width, 1.40 to 4.00
ft. in length, and 0.10 to 1.75 ft. thick in remnant dimensions
(Table 4)., Spacings of the footings indicate an attempt to set
the origlinal blocks at 10 ft. intervals.

In addition to the original footings, there are supernumerary
blocks that suggest repair or additional support for the south
wall. These extra footings are spaced at approximate intervals of
5.0 and 2.5 ft. (Table 4). In other words, there was an effort
to place repair footings approximately midway between pre-existing
footings. Maximum depths of blocks set at 10 ft. intervals varied
as much as 1.3 ft. whilie depths of the midway blocks varied only
0.8 ft. However, there was only 0.13 ft. difference between the
mean maximum depths of blocks set at 10 ft+. Intervals and those
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Fig. 5 = Structural remnants of the Chief Factor's House.

a - Excavations along the south wall of house; earthen
pedestals contain wooden footing 'and sill remnants
(FOVA neg. 069.51-71/200)

b - Wooden fcoting in the south wall of the house;
small arrows point to musket balls embedded in the
wood (FOVA neg. 069,51-71/227)







Table 3 ~- Footing characteristics of the east wall of the Chlef Factor's House.

WidthxlLength Depth Dist. from
Footing Type xThickness bs(ft) Last Fooring Remarks
]
(V]
F167 - - - 0.00 ft. NE corner; see characteristics in L
Table 2
F 149 Wooden | 0.50 x 0.90 2.10- 10.00 ft. Defined from concentration of wood
Block? | x 0.20 f+. 230 fragments; offset west of sill line;
subsurface
Fi68 Wooden | 2.50 x 2.80 1.50- 4.50 f+t. Defined from concentration of wood
Block? | x 0.10 ft. 1.60 fragments; of fset east of sill line;
subsurface
(in Wooden 1.35 x 1.50 1.70~- 23.70 f+. Incomplete information; of fset west
F191) Block x ? ft. ? of siil line
F169 Wooden | 1.70 x 2.60 2.00~ 4,50 ft. SE corner; block overlain by portion
Block x 0.10 ft. 2.10 of south wall sill; subsurface




Table 4 -- Footing characteristlics of the south wall of the Chlef Factor's House.

WidthxLength | Depth Dist. from
Footing Type xThickness bs(f+) | Last Footing Remarks
F203 Wooden | 1.00 x 2.40 2.00~- 0.00 ft. SW corner; block is overlain by portion of
Block . | x 0.40 f+, 2.40 south wall sill; subsurface?
F191la | Wooden | 2.95 x 2.60 1.50~ 4.85 ft. Repair footing; defined from concentration
Block? | x 0.50 ft. 2.00 of wood fragments; subsurface?
F191b | Wooden | 2.00 x 2.40 1.00- 310 tt. Repair footing; defined from concentration
Block? x 1.75 ft. 2.75 of wood fragments; subsurface
F191c | Wooden | 0.65 x 4.00 2 220~ 2.10 ft. Aligns with footing in south wall of porch;
o Block x 0.80 ft, 3.00 musket balls embedded; subsurface
F191d | Wooden | 1.50 x 1.40 1.10- 515 Repair footing; defined from concentration
Block? | x 0.85 f+t, 1-.95 of wood fragments; subsurface
F187 Wooden | 0.80 x 2.70 1.50~- 4.55 f+t. Aligns with footing in south wall of porch;
upper Block x 0.20 ft. 1.70 mortised for post tenon; overlays F187 lower O
but slightly offset east; subsurface W
F187 Wooden | 0.80 x 1,70 2.10- - Aligns with footing in south wall of porch;
lower Block x 0.60 ft. 2.70 overlain by F187 upper; embedded musket
ball; subsurface
F188 Wooden | 0.70 x 1.60 1.90- 2.80 T¥. Repair footing; skewed from orientation of
Block x 0.10 f+. 2.00 other south wall footings; subsurface?
F191e | Wooden | 1.15 x 3.85 1.70~ 4,95 ft. Colncides with south end of puncheon !ine that
Block x 0.60 ft, 2.30 extends to chimney base, also with north end
of collapsed porch floor Jjoist; aligns with
_ exterior head of west porch stairs; subsurface
F220 | Wooden | 0.70 x 1.60 2.10- 8.90 ft. Aligns with exterior head of east porch stairs;
Block x 0.30 ft, 2.40 embedded musket ball; subsurface
F218 Wooden | 0.85 x 2.40 1.85~ T<19 Tt Repair footing; consists of 2 superimposed
Block x 0.85 ft, 2,70 pleces; upper piece contains post tenon extend-
' ing through sitl remnant overlaying footing;
' subsurface
F191f | Wooden | 1.10 x 2.55 1.70- 3.75 1, Incomplete information; partially defined from
Block x ? ft. ? concentration of wood chips; subsurface?
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Table 4 (cont'd.)

WidthxLength | Depth Dist. from
Footing Type xThickness bs(#+) | Last Footing Remarks
F214 Wooden | 0.80 x 1.90 1.70- 6.50 f+. Repair footing; embedded musket balls; overlaln
Block x 0.20 f+. 1.90 by fragments of south wal! sill; subsurface?
F191g | Wooden | 0.70 x 1.50 2.45- 2.50 f+. Incomplete Information; south end coincldes
Block x 0.35+ f¢t. 2.80+ with portion of south wall sill; subsurface
F169 - - - 10.75 f+t. SE corner; see characteristics in Table 3

Table 5 -- Footing characteristics of the west wall of the Chief Factor's House.

1
N
WidthxLength | Depth Dist. from b4
Footing Type xThickness bs(ft) | Last Footing Remarks
F211 = — = 0.00 ft. NW corner; see characteristics in Table 2
(in Wooden | 0.75 x 2.10 2.30- 9.00 ft. Subsurface; overlain by west wall sill|
F202) | Block x 0.35 f+t. 2.65
F262 Wooden 1.00 x 1.65 2.00~ 5.35 ft. North edge of cellar door; subsurface;
_ Block x 0.10 f+. 2.30 overlain by west wall sill
F239 Wooden | 2.00 x 1,85 2.10~ 5.45 ft, South edge of cellar door; subsurface;
Block x 0.20 f+t. 2,30 overiain by west wall sill
F236 Wooden |