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Joshua Tree National Park

Description of Joshua Tree National Park

Joshua Tree National Park lies along the east-west transverse ranges of the
Little San Bernardino Mountains in southern California. The southern
boundary of the park follows the base of these mountains along the
northern edge of the Coachella Valley; the northern boundary is defined

by the Morongo Basin. Ecologically, Joshua Tree National Park lies at the
convergence of two deserts—two large ecosystems whose characteristics are
determined primarily by elevation. Below 3,000 feet, the Colorado Desert
encompasses the eastern part of the park and features natural gardens of
creosote bush, ocotillo, and cholla cactus. The special habitat of the Joshua
tree is found in the higher, more moist, and slightly cooler Mojave Desert.

In addition to Joshua tree forests, the western part of the park also includes
some of the most interesting geologic displays found in California’s deserts.
The park includes five fan palm oases, which are the few areas where surface
water occurs naturally.

The park lands include a rich and diverse cultural history. Human
occupation dates to the early Holocene period, with what is known as Pinto
culture; human occupation continues throughout the historical era with
tribes known today as Cahuilla, Chemehuevi, Mojave and Serrano. In the
last quarter of the 19th century, Euroamerican surveyors, cattlemen, miners,
and homesteaders began to arrive and, alongside native peoples, created a
set of enduring social and cultural legacies for these lands.

On August 10, 1936, President Franklin D. Roosevelt established Joshua
Tree National Monument as a unit of the national park system through a
Presidential Proclamation. After two boundary changes in 1950 and 1961,
Congress designated 429,690 acres of the monument as wilderness and
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37,550 acres as potential wilderness in 1976. Then, in 1984, the monument
was designated as part of a biosphere reserve system that included Joshua
Tree and Death Valley National Monuments, Anza Borrego Desert State
Park, Santa Rosa Mountains Wildlife Management Area, and Deep Canyon
Research Center. In 1994, the California Desert Protection Act added
234,000 acres (including 163,000 acres of new wilderness) to the park, and
redesignated the area as Joshua Tree National Park.

The park boundary currently contains 772,676 acres in federal ownership
and 19,834 acres of nonfederal lands. Of these lands, 595,370 acres are
designated as wilderness and 70,557 acres of potential wilderness. The park
lies within both San Bernardino and Riverside counties approximately 100
miles from the Los Angeles metropolitan area—more than 18 million people
live within a three-hour drive of the park. The natural desert expanse

of the park provides ideal conditions for campers, photographers, star
gazers, naturalists, as well as anyone seeking space for quiet introspection,
exploration, or outdoor learning. In addition, the extensive granite rock
outcrops, boulder piles, desert mountain ranges, and canyons create a
world-class destination for rock climbers, as well as hundreds of miles of
scenic trails for hikers and equestrians.

Given the park’s location along a transition line between two desert
ecosystems, the park is home to a fascinating diversity of desert plants and
animals. More than 900 species of flowering plants have been identified,
with the most distinctive being the ocotillo, the cholla, and the Joshua

tree. The park also preserves more native palm oases than any other unit

in the national park system. These oases support vegetation and wildlife
distinct from other species found in the park. The park contains highly
diverse fauna. More than 250 species of birds have been recorded at Joshua
Tree National Park, as have many unique species of reptiles, amphibians,
mammals, and invertebrates. Some examples include the desert tortoise, the
California treefrog, the desert bighorn sheep, and a species of tarantula that
is found only in the Joshua tree plant community.

Joshua Tree National Park protects numerous archeological sites associated
with the Pinto Culture, one of the earliest prehistoric cultures found in the
California desert (7,000-10,000 years old). The park preserves sites and
materials associated with at least four overlapping ethnographic Native
cultures—the Cahuilla, Serrano, Chemehuevi, and Mojave Indians. Other
historic sites preserve information on the history of the processing of gold
ore, cattle ranching, rustling, and homesteading of the southwestern deserts.
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Foundation Statement

Elements of a Foundation Statement

What is a Foundation Statement?

Each unit of the national park system needs a formal statement of the park’s
core purpose to provide a basis for all decisions to be made about a park—a
foundation for planning and management. The foundation statement
records the shared understanding of the park’s purpose, significance,
resources and values, primary interpretive themes, special mandates, and
the legal and policy requirements related to the management of the park.

The foundation for planning and management is generally developed (or
revised) early in the park planning process. Partner and public involvement
as well as scholarly analysis are incorporated into the development of a
foundation statement.

The primary advantage of developing and adopting a foundation statement
is the opportunity to integrate and coordinate different levels of planning
and decision making from a single, shared understanding of what is most
important about the park. The process of preparing a foundation statement
helps park managers, staff, and stakeholders in understanding what is most
important about the park and in identifying the additional information
needed to plan for the future.

The foundation statement can be used in all aspects of park management
to ensure that the most important objectives are accomplished before
addressing other items that are also important but not directly critical to

achieving the park purpose and maintaining its significance.
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What is included in a Foundation Statement?

The foundation statement has the following elements:

Park purrosk is the specific reason(s) for establishing a particular park.
Statements of the park’s purpose are grounded in a thorough analysis of
the park’s legislation (or executive order) and legislative history, including
studies prior to authorization go beyond a restatement of the law to
document shared assumptions about what the law means in terms specific
to the park.

PARK SIGNIFICANCE STATEMENTS express why the park’s resources and values
are important enough to warrant national park designation. Statements of
the park’s significance describe why an area is important within a global,
national, regional, and system-wide context are directly linked to the
purpose of the park are substantiated by data or consensus reflect the most
current scientific or scholarly inquiry and cultural perceptions, which may
have changed since the park’s establishment.

PRIMARY INTERPRETIVE THEMES connect park resources to relevant ideas,
meanings, concepts, contexts, beliefs, and values. They support the desired
interpretive outcome of increasing visitor understanding and appreciation
of the significances of the park’s resources. Primary interpretive themes are
based upon park purpose and significance.

SPECIAL MANDATES are legal requirements and administrative commitment
that apply to a specific unit of the national park system. They are mandated
by Congress or by signed agreements with other entities. They are specific to
the park, and are not an inventory of all the laws applicable to the national
park system.

FUNDAMENTAL RESOURCES AND VALUES are the most important ideas or
concepts to be communicated to the public about a park and warrant
primary consideration during planning and management because they are

critical to achieving the park’s purpose and maintaining its significance.
They may include systems, processes, features, visitor experiences, stories,

scenes, sounds, smells or other resources and values. AL T e e R



Foundation Statement

Park Purpose

The park purpose is a clear statement(s) of the reason or reasons for
which the park was set aside as part of the national park system. It is the
most fundamental criteria against which the appropriateness of all plan
recommendations, operational decisions, and actions are tested. The
purpose is derived from law and policy. However, developing the park
purpose often requires some interpretation of the language in the park’s
establishing legislation or presidential proclamation.

Based on review of park legislation, previous park management documents,
and discussions with park staff, and public review, the planning team
generated the following purpose statement for Joshua Tree National Park:

Co omdo and Mo;ave deserts’ rzch bzologzcal
and geolbgzcal dzverszty,‘cultural hzstory- wzldemess,




