NATIONAL PARK SERVICE e U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ﬁ

N <._,m‘,w"‘

Foundation Document Overview
Canaveral National Seashore

Florida

Contact Information

For more information about the Canaveral National Seashore Foundation Document,
contact: cana_superintendent@nps.gov or (321) 267-1110 or write to:

Superintendent, Canaveral National Seashore, 212 S. Washington Avenue, Titusville, FL 32796



Purpose

Significance

CANAVERAL NATIONAL SEASHORE
preserves natural, ecological, cultural,
and scientific resources; provides rare

uncrowded visitor experiences; and
protects exceptional habitats along 24
miles of undeveloped barrier island,
mainland, and Mosquito Lagoon, on
Florida’s Atlantic coastline.

Significance statements express why Canaveral National
Seashore resources and values are important enough to merit
national park unit designation. Statements of significance
describe why an area is important within a global, national,
regional, and systemwide context. These statements are linked
to the purpose of the park unit, and are supported by data,
research, and consensus. Significance statements describe

the distinctive nature of the park and inform management
decisions, focusing efforts on preserving and protecting the
most important resources and values of the park unit.

+ The 24 miles of beach within Canaveral National Seashore
preserve the longest extent of undeveloped, pristine
beach along the Florida Atlantic Coast and provide rare
opportunities for uncrowded seashore recreation.

» Mosquito Lagoon is part of the larger Indian River Lagoon
system, which is the most biologically diverse estuary in
North America. This important water body is designated an
estuary of national significance and an Outstanding Florida
Wiater, and the portion of Mosquito Lagoon within the
seashore has been nominated to be a Ramsar Wetland of
International Importance.

Canaveral National Seashore contains prime habitat that
provides sanctuary for the largest number of sea turtle
nests of any national park, numbering up to 8,000 nests, as
well as more than a dozen federally listed threatened and
endangered species.

Canaveral National Seashore encompasses a transition zone
between a variety of temperate and subtropical plant and
animal species, found together only in east central Florida,
and classic elements of subtropical dune and hammock
plant communities.

Canaveral National Seashore’s archeological and cultural
resources and cultural landscapes reflect the span of human
history in the Florida peninsula from 2000 BC to the early
20th century. These resources include more than 180
identified American Indian middens and burial mounds, and
historic buildings, structures, and ruins associated with five
centuries of Florida exploration and settlement.



Fundamental Resources and Values

Interpretive Themes

Fundamental resources and values are those features, systems,
processes, experiences, stories, scenes, sounds, smells, or
other attributes determined to merit primary consideration
during planning and management processes because they are
essential to achieving the purpose of the park and maintaining
its significance.

» Undeveloped Character.

» Uncrowded Setting that Provides Opportunities for
Public Enjoyment.

+ Exemplary American Indian Archeological Sites.

» Representative Early Florida Settlement Sites and
Structures.

+ Barrier Island Ecosystem.
» Threatened and Endangered Species.

* Mosquito Lagoon Estuary and Ocean Waters.

Interpretive themes are often described as the key stories

or concepts that visitors should understand after visiting

a park—they define the most important ideas or concepts
communicated to visitors about a park unit. Themes

are derived from—and should reflect—park purpose,
significance, resources, and values. The set of interpretive
themes is complete when it provides the structure necessary
for park staff to develop opportunities for visitors to explore
and relate to all of the park significances and fundamental
resources and values.

» From ancient times to the present, this barrier island
ecosystem has provided sanctuary and sustenance to
humans of many cultures; traces of their existence, along
with the water, wildlife, and plant life, provide visitors with
a timeless view of old Florida. The seashore meets the need
of visitors from all walks of life to enjoy an uncrowded
coastal experience.




Description

Canaveral National Seashore is a barrier island
ecosystem that contains nearly 58,000 acres of
barrier island, open lagoon, coastal hammock, pine
flatwoods, and offshore waters. It is located midway
along Florida’s east central coast between New
Smyrna Beach and the John F. Kennedy Space Center.
On its eastern edge, the park boundary extends a half
mile into the Atlantic Ocean.

The seashore protects superb, undeveloped beaches
and uncrowded visitor opportunities. The eastern
shore of the national seashore is a series of three
beaches—Playalinda Beach, Klondike Beach, and
Apollo Beach. The barrier island ecosystem

American Indians harvested oysters and clams and discarded the shells
in heaps that archeologists study today such as the mounds at Seminole
Rest, Turtle Mound, and Castle Windy. During the next century,
villages near citrus groves or water passageways were established

and later abandoned. Two late 19th century rehabilitated residences
remain, atop Seminole Rest.

Canaveral National Seashore is a superb example of a national park
system unit where interagency cooperation is paramount. The National
Aeronautics and Space Administration owns approximately 70% of
the lands within the national seashore boundary (about 39,000 acres).
About 34,000 acres of that property is co-managed by the National
Park Service and the adjacent Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge.

includes a narrow island 24 miles in length— athcn

the longest stretch of undeveloped beach
along Florida’s east coast. Klondike Beach

is aremote 12-mile-long section reached
only on foot, horseback, or boat. Each year,
approximately one million visitors enjoy a
range of recreational opportunities including
fishing, boating, sailing, canoeing, kayaking,
surfing, sunbathing, swimming, hiking,
horseback riding, wildlife viewing, hunting,
and backcountry camping.

Mosquito Lagoon, the northernmost body
of water in the Indian River Lagoon system,
makes up about two-thirds of the area within
the boundary of the national seashore. This
lagoon is considered the most species-rich
and diverse estuaries in North America.

The seashore provides habitat for more

than a dozen federally listed threatened and
endangered wildlife species or other special

status species, such as loggerhead, green, and pylin
leatherback sea turtles; Florida manatees;
piping plovers; wood storks; peregrine
falcons; eastern indigo snakes; and Florida o
scrub-jays. More sea turtle nests are found | ...
at Canaveral National Seashore than at any
other national park, and more than 300
species of birds are found there, either as a
migratory stopover or a wintering ground.
Zones
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Canaveral is one of the oldest recorded e
-

geographical names in North America.
However, humans left their imprint there long
before European explorers ventured ashore.
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