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BUILDING NO. 36 
THE MECHANICS' SHOPS, THE LARGEST SINGLE STRUCTURE ERECTED AT FORT lJNION, WAS COMPLETED 
DURING THE Sl.JMMER OF 1867. THE U-SHAPED BUILDING CONTAINED THE SHOPS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
REP AIR OF WAGONS FROM THE SANTA FE TRAIL, AS WELL AS THE VARIOUS TRADES CONCERNED WITH 
THE CONSTRUCTION AND MAINfENANCE OF THE BUILDINGS AT FORT UNION. THE WORKMEN WERE 
HOUSED IN QUARTERS LOCATED IN THE SOUTH WING OF THE SHOPS. IN 1876 A BUILDING FOR THE STEAM 
ENGINE WAS CONSTRUCTED IN THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE CORRAL. IN 1877 A TELEGRAPH OFFICE 
WAS INSTALLED IN THE NORTHERN END OF THE WEST WING OF THE BUILDING. NOTABLE FEATURES OF 
THE BUILDING INCLUDE SEVERAL ROOMS WITH BRICK PA VINO IN A HERRINGBONE PATTERN, AS WELL 
AS THE ASHLAR FORGES IN THE BLACKSMITH AND SHOEING SHOPS. 
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FORT UNION 
DOCUMENTATION OF FORT UNION WAS 1.JNDERTAKEN BY THE HISTORIC A."\1ERICAl.'1 BUILDINGS SUR­
VEY /HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD (HABS/HAER) DIVISION OF THE NATIONAL PARK 
SERVICE (NPS), E. BLAINE CLIVER, CHIEF. THE PROJECT WAS SPONSORED BY FORT UNION NATIONAL 
MONUMENT (FOUN), NPS, GEORGE HELFRICH, ACTING SUPERINTENDENT. PROJECT PLANNING WAS 
COORDINATED BY PAUL DOLINSKY, CHIEF, HABS; AND BY BOB HARTZLER, EXHIBIT SPECIALIST, FOUN. 
THE FIELD WORK WAS UNDERTAKEN AND THE MEASURED DRAWINGS WERE PRODUCED BY PROJECT 
SUPERVISOR MARK SCHARA, HABS ARCHITECT; BY HABS ARCHITECT RAUL VAZQUEZ; Ai'ID BY ARCHI­
TECTS EDWARD L. BYRDY JR. (CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF Ai.VIERJCA) AND JENNIFER L. MOST (MAS­
SACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY). 
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DRAWN BY: JENNIFER L. MOST \ EDWARD L. BYRDY JR. 
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