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T H E  L A N D  

Ford's Theatre is located at 511 10th Street, Northwest, Washington, 
D.C. and faces west midway In the block between E and F Streets, 
Northwest. The William Petersen House where Lincoln died is across 
the street at 516 10th Street, Northwest, Washington, D.C. 

ACCESS 

Access to the Thea+Yse, which is in downtown Washington, is readily 
available by public transit and taxicabs. Parking fa,cilities within 
the vicinity are extremely limited. 

Population Centers 

Fardts Theatre 5s a part sf the Washington, D .C. meZrapolitan 
asrea-whdch had a populat%pa in 1960 o f  2,0[)1,897 pcrrsws, 3% 
pepufat2m inereas& 36.7% 5~ the preced%ng decade Emm the 
1950 flgure of 1,464,089 persons. 

Characteristics 

?he area surrounding Ford's Theatre is essentially downtom 
commercial establishments. 

Land Use - 
All adjacent lands are in private ownership. The headquarters 
office of the Potomac Electric Power Company is on the south 
and east boundaries of the area. Allen's Souvenir Shop is on 
the north boundary and the Metropolitan Theatre is on the north- 
east ern barder . 
Features of Interest 

There  &re a n ~ q l ~ e r  af features of i n t e r e s t  concerning Abraham 
Lincoln in the Washington, D.C. area: 

Lincoln Memorial - In  West Potomac P a r t  a t  t h e  foo t  of 
23rd S t r e e t .  
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House Where Lincoln Died - Structure across the street 
from Ford's Theatre is substantially unchanged since 
1865 and has been refurnished as it was at the time of 
the assassination. 

Emancipation Statue of Lincoln - in Lincoln Park at 
East Capitol Street and Massachusetts Avenue. 

Kneeling Statue of Lincoln - At entrance to Crypt 
Chape'ls of Washington Cathedral, Mount St. Alban, 
Wisconsin Avenue and Nuadley Road, N.W. 

tfLincoln ChayelU in the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church - 
Lincoln worshipped here in private in a ctudy adjoining the 
Chapel, 1313 New York Avenue, N.W. 

Flmnery Statue of Lincoln - In front of the District of 
Columbia Court Building it was the first statue erected 
after Lincoln's death. 

Borglurots N e d  of Lincoln - In Statuary 'rial1 in the Capitol. - 
A. 1. Stern Collection of LinConiana at Library of Congress - 
More thm 4,000 pieces itt Rare Books Division, b i n  Building, 
Second Fioor, East Side, First Street and Independence Avenue, S . E .  

LEGAL FACTORS 

Establishment 

The area was acquired by the War Department under the Act of 
Arsil 7, 1866. It became a unit of the National Capital Parks 
of the National Park Service by Presidential Proclamation on 
July 28, 1933. 

Public Law 372, 83rd Congress, 1954 provided funds for a 
preliminary engineering study to determine whether it would be 
possibie to restore the Ford's Theatre Building as it appeared 
on the night of April 14, 1.865. 

Additioaal funds were appropriated by Congress under the 
provisions of Public Law 86-455, 86th Congress, 1960 to carry 
out "preliminary architectural and historical research, the 
preparation of construction drawings and for exhibit planning." 

Funds for the restoration of Ford's Theatre as it appeared on 
the night of April 14, 1865 were made avaiiable by Public Law 
88-356, 88th Congress, 1964. 
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CLIMATE 

See National Capital Park System Master Plan 

FIRE HISTORY 

There is no record of any fire et Ford's TAeatre during the period 
of National Park Service ownership. 

RESOURCES - 
Histor~ 

The structure known as Fordr!; Theatre was used as a thestre 
for only a brief time dar3i1g its long existdnce. In 1833, it 
was constructed 3 s  the F3rst Baptist Church of Washington and 
remained a church until 1859 when the First Baptist Church was 
merged with another congregation. 

kt Decembst 10, 1861, John T, Ford, a successful theatre operator 
;in BaXtimom and Philadelphia, leased the building fox give years 
*t@ an option to buy the property. From Dercemhr 13, 1862 t.o 
Fehary 27, 1862, Pard rented the theatre to Christy's Minstrels 
and on February 28 closed the theatre to begin extensive renovation 
and remodeling. The building was reopened an Narch 19, 1852 as 
Ford's ,%thenem and after a successful season was gutted by fire 
on December 30, 1862. 

In 1863 Ford constructed a new and more elaborate edifice to 
replace the burned-out, converted church building. From August 
27, 1863 to April 14, 1865, Ford's Theatre presented some of t h e  
best theatrical and musical taleilt available on the American 
stage. The tragic clinax of the history of Fardls Theatre was 
reached on Good Friday, April 14, 1865 when President Lincoln was 
assassinated in the P~esidential Box during a performance of 
"Our American Cousin. '' 

From that fateful night of April 14 until the hanging of t h e  
conspirators on July 7, 1865, Ford's Theatre was guarded by 
Federal troops. On July 8, it was returned to John T. Ford, t h e  
owner, but public resentment of Ford's announced intention to 
present stage productions caused the Government to lease and 
eventually purchase the theatre and convert it into a three-story 
office building. 
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Various branches of the War Department used the building 
from 1865 to 1893. Tragedy struck the theatre building again 
on Junc 9, 1893 when a section of the front of the building 
coll;lpsi!:l from the third floor hurling men and office equipment 
into the cellar, killing 22 government employees and injuring 
65 others. A f t e ~  a Congressional investigation cf the tragedy, 
it was decided not t r ~  use the structure as an office building, 
and from 1893 to 2931 it served as a publication depot for the 
Adjutant Genera 1.. 

In 1931, the iordrs Theatre Building was turned aver to the 
Departnent of the Interior and in 1932 the Lincoln Museum was 
opened on the first floor with employee office space provided 
in the upper stories. 

Note: For a detailed account of the history and architecture 
of Ford's Theatre, see Historic Structures Report, *'Restoration 
o f  the Ford's Theatret1, U.S. Department of the Interior, National - 
Park Service, National Capital Region, 1963. 

IAm STATUS 

Federal 6.18 acres, Ford's Theatre 
0 .US acres, House Where Lincoln Died 
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T H E  V I S I T O R  - 
V i s i t o r  Cha rac t e r i s t i c s  

Number 

The p ro j ec t ion  of v i s i t a t i o n  at Ford's  Theatre  as prepared 
by t h e  Branch of S t a t i s t i c s  Analysis, WASO, i nd i ca t e s  a 
gradual ly  r i s i n g  t r end  from 1957 on. This  i s  based on the f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  t h e a t r e  i s  expectad t o  be completed 
by 1967. A l im i t ing  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  rate af inerease  is the 
shortage of automobile parkiag f a c i l i t i e s  i n  the area. 

Origin 

There a r e  two basic catego-ids o f  visitors i n  t h e  National 
Capital Region: out-of-town ~ d i s i t o r s  and resident visitors.  
Under normal conditions, t h e  primary a t t r a c t i o n  of  Ford's 
Theatre would be t o  out-of-tam v i s i t o r s .  Far the first few 
years  after tke restoratiafi af Ford's  Theatre renewed in terest  
In the  restore6 tkmtre sllorrlld draw large nwhers of resgdant 
visitors a5 well, According ta the Stmfom'd Research Inssititute 
Study compXeted i n  1962, 66% of  t h e  out-of-- tom visitors t o  
Washington cane from t h e  a r e a  within 250 mi les  of  Washington, 
14% from t h e  250 t o  500 mile  r i ng ,  13% from t h e  500 t o  1,000 
mile r i n g ,  7% from more than 1000 n:iles away, and 6% of  t h e  
v i s i t o r s  came from fo re ign  count r ies .  The seasonal v a r i a t i o n  
of ou t -o f - to l a  v i s i t s  amounts t o  30% i n  +he spr ing,  31% i n  t h e  
summer, 21% i n  t h e  f a l l ,  and 18% i n  t h e  win te r .  

Types 

Employees familisr with t h e  d a i l y  v i s i t o r  pattern have estimated 
t h a t  v i s i t o r s  can be c l a s s i f i c d  a s  fol lows:  

Families o r  ind iv idua ls  60% 
School groups 20% 
Tour groups 20% 

100% 

V i s i t o r  A c t i v i t i e s  

The Ford's Theatre  diozama, a three-minute recording t h a t  is presented 
with i t ,  and a s l i d e  t a l k  on t h e  a s sa s s ina t ion  of President Lincoln were 
t h e  i n t e r p r e t i v e  devices used a t  t h e  Lincoln Museum. In addition t o  t h i s ,  
i n  1964, 30,214 persons were e i ther  ind iv idua l ly  contacted o r  heard two 
t o  five-minute t a l k s  presented by s t a f f  members. 'me same e f f o r t  was made 
a t  t h e  House Where Lincoln Died where 13,812 persons heard s h o r t  group t a l k s  
o r  received ind iv idua l  a t t e n t i o n .  There were no s t a t i s t i c s  ava i l ab l e  f o r  1958. 
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-8e: 

Ford's Theatre is aB?1.#t~ric etrueturs that mamrialilres ons of the 

8a;ricost mmsmta in h r i c a n  hicltorg, the assassination of Proridant 

Xhcoln. Since history i s  a blend of glory, triumph, failwe, and 

tr-, &he rastoraticm of Ford's Thertre as s m m o r i a l  wit- the 

Hatientil Park Spat- is  approprhte. KLttKIugb the primary purpose 

of *,he restoration is to shuw fihe theatre as it w r s  on the night of 

April 3.4, 1865, there is an &fort mada to portrq fsceta of the life 

ofllnedlnbgl~sans of artifacts andirnterpreti.cvsdavfcea. 



Area Objectives 

A, Visi tor  Use 

1, PnwIsion of FaciUtieelr Tca pro'dde f~oi l l t ies ,  properly 

loca.L;ed, to 'help v5s2tmrs enjoy a meanh@U expsrience at Ford's 

Beatra, Vafilours items concembg Presideat Lincoln would, be sald 
- 

&* €Ul h f b r m ~ t $ ~ n  C ~ W F  % 8 O O D ~ ~ ~ Y O  & S B O Q ~ S ~ % O ~ -  Or 8 WE- 

ceesioner. Priblic rest roam a.onld be incl?&?d In the south annex 

of' the bas& f h b  of "&e thestre. 

2, -tion and pSr- 7to ~?nc0--5;e vf#b=tcjrs te, rreake vse! -- 
eftha p m p s e d  I4a.tionaX Visitor Center--TetPr Bus Sys*mt as a 8lsaa.s 

3. Park CepacA*: To support the interpretive pragram with 

a c m a k  measurenents of the pm&, and patent3.d capacity of 

Foriils !Pbatre and House Fahem L5ncol.n Med, 

4. Maintenance and Protection of Facilities: To maictain end 

prc&e& the mluable and irreplaceable furnishings in Ford's Theatre 

flrom (lkwqg!, neglect and vandauwn* 

5 .  BomCtaly Adjudatkents: !Po acqwse and demolish %he souvenir 

buildting on the north bcmndary of tbe Theatre. This land is needed 
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for access to the rnueeum pert of the theatre. Azquisition of t h i s  

m d l  parcel of Land muld slao make it posuAb3e for tha Senrice to 

meek ffre aefety requimmnts for Ford's Theatre. 

C, Communica%f ona: 

&$mazy: The e~cn%s svmuniling the asaaaefnation OR 

hsi4en.t; Lincoln at Ford's !%eatre cm the night sf 

Sec(~m3az-y: Exh%bita', exctffacte, and other fnterpretive 

media that i U . e t e  various facets of the life of 

personal contact. 

.8, IrafQFrnation: IL, make avnileble at a suitable loca+,ion wi'thin 

the a m  fnfolaiation ebcrrt the lnasgr ather features of interest 

concerning Abraham Lincoln in the Netionel Capital lxigion. 

9. Cooperation with Government Agencies and Private Organizations: - 
To cooprat-e filly with other government agencies and privete orgeni- 

zstions that share with the 1Fstiorml Park Service the desire to preserve 

end protect Ford's Tksee%re end the House Where Zlncobn Med 

(Petersen House. ) Among those organizations would be the foUuwing: 



(1) Dmmtam Psomess. he.--ha8 the eventual goal of 

clorirrg 1- &rest batwean B md F Streets t o  v c l h i c a  
- 

tratf'ic and eatalsliaking there Lincoln Place u&lch would 

proride an appmpriate sett ing for Fordto Theatre and tha 

of occaaiomd theatre h the restored Ford'e Thea%rs 

a t h  the zladewstanding that thee0 p d u c t i ~ n e  eh0ul.d be con- 

fined t o  the period of L.Lneobtu time in the llkrtios's 

vo~ld not c-et 'width the ~ati~arl P U ~  hz-cice interprstaioa 

of the thaatra ier the gsnersl public, 

( 3 )  Lincoln Gmm of the District of Columbia. A ~ r i v a t e  

cooperative easocistion interested i n  a l l  wtters associated 

with Presiden% Lincoln. 
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Infomat i o m  Interpretat  ion 

Information 

A t  the presenZ fime infarmation end orientatfon 
sre pro-dded only by the perk guide on d f u t ~  st 
the Petersen Hcmi3e. Duria tho restoration 
procesar, Ford's Theatre is not apen to visitors, 

Introductisn af the VAeltor t o  the Area 

The v3oitor would enter the !L%$eatre lobby and 
proceed t o  the archaatm aaotilon of ths !l!b~8ratra 
If the  aouvrrmir shop atructm nc?l;f;h of the 
Theatre is ~cquired, viSlti0rd m y  also eater 
the building through the axhSbit sectfon of the 
baaentent, 

Interpretive !l%ane 

The events eurrounding the a8saseinratisn of 

F!I?&)TWX;] 
Chapter 3 
Sec*bion 2 
Pege 2 

Needed - 
When the metomtion i s  coxpleted there w i l l  be 
an informetion ~ounter i n  the bulXdfng. If the 
eouvenir shop building north of t he  Theatre is 
acqulred end m a v e d  an entrance to the  beaement 
section of the Building where the  exhibits are 
located could be conatruct;ed with zrpace for 
ari information counter. The S3ar Saloon would 
be another poeeibtl i ty for a counter. This 
counter w i l l  be e.t;ocked with maps end other 
nvltcsiele tha t  MU. make It possible to  answer 
most queaians about Washington end vicinity. 
Primery empharria would be on features of' in terest  
concerning Abraham Lincoln i n  the Netionel 
Cclpltel Reglon. 

President inc a t m  on t h  t 8~ at Fo?' e ?R@ pfim, en#&P of April 1 , 1 5 cons%% u 





After appm-tely an hour, XMch i r s  the enWa&ed 
average timk for a v i a l t  t o  Brti1rr %"hc11a.t;~, %b 
visitor may then cmas 10kh aree't; md go t b ~ c  the 
House k l h e ~ e  Lincoln M&, TirfiS& wae the ham of 
W i l l i a m  Beeeraen. The ple%tors through %he first 
floor of the b u i U n g  v3.emhg the front parlos whem 
b'~, L ~ C O ~  ~ K l ' b  8 k3ntiu *@.a, armdll be- 
where President Unmh dled, tjnd ths bsrzPt pa?Ur where 
d e r s  of %be CabA.net confemd during the l.osg +&L, 
'bhe average tinae for this 14~5% could be 20 mim-bes, 

VisStor Protection 

Park gufdea aniP guards wil l  be rsasponb;lULLe for rimml. 
law enforcement at Ford's !Cheatre and the Eowe IWma 
Lincoln Ned, Serlousl xLo&f;ianrr wauld be m%md to 
the U.S. Police or tW $&trqmU%an PollW, 

m &KWI;D 
Chapter 3 

Guards for night duty w i l l  be used 
to augment an automatic burglar alarm 
wkifola w i 1 2  be installed in the 
reator& Fordle Thestre. 





Staff  ActivJbties - 
Administrative Services 

Exl .8t3 .q  

Fire Co;~.t;rol 

First Afd Training 

m & IwLD 
Chapter 3 
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Needed 

The reetomd F ~ r d ~ s  Theetre end House 
Where Irinctoln IMed will be edminlstrative 
unit8 within the Centre1 Rational Cepital 
Perks andl win receive most of ito 
edminIstrative esrviceol fm~n gsrk heedquerters 
Brd'  B TI~eetm w i l l  be undcr the immediate 
esupemdsian o f  s park b i s t o r i s n  essisted 
by a park guide: supervisor. 

Traintng; aeseions i n  the spring end t h e  
f a l l  devoted to stxuctural fire prevention 
and control w i l l  be required o f  eU. emplojrees. 
Employees wtll attend e f i r e  trtiining courae 
a t  the Univgreity of Meryland. 

A l l  emplaygsrs should have some tretining i n  
baeic first aid, There will be 0 f i r s t  a i d  

t r a i n i n g  program f o r  a l l   employee^ e t  l e e s t  
once o yeer. 
A 1 1  employees, permanent end seesonel, w i l l  
receive orientation on the operetion of Ford's 
Theetre from l i n e  supexvi.sors. Checklists on 
employee orfentst ion end treinine; will be 
~winta lned . 



(mi s t ing )  

The Adminisb,ra.t;iw .Assistant o f  the Central 
National Capital Park3 (CMCP), under the super- 
v'Lsion of the  RrperintendentJ is rctsponsible 
fo r  plaxuxirg and eupenrision of administrative 
routitma such &B nece88ary p a p m r k  i n  con- 
nection with personnel, ff fical and property 
mnnagemnt, payroll, e tc .  

Interpretation 

The Historian a t  Ford's Theatre under the 
overall  mrpsnrfsion of the Chief o r  
Uterpmtation,  CNCP, is  responsible fo r  the  
general opam%ion of the  Theatre. He aesiste 
i n  the planning, coordinating end operation of 
the  i n t e r p r a t i v a  program and, as time ysmita ,  
gives Interpretive programs t o  public and private 
organizations. He ass ia t s  qua l i f i ed  scholars 
i n  doing resoar& baaed on the  Lincoln Librery 
and other Lincoln laoterials i n  the Theatre. 
When it 163 nacetlswy, he may be called upon t o  
asa i s t  t k m  Chief of BteqreLaLion ,  CNCP wi th  
other historical duties. 





EX1 STING 

Historian ( 1 )  

Interpreta t ion  - Protect ion 

Park Guide (Supervisary) (2)  

Park Guides (11) 

Park Guards (3) 

Mai~lt enance Maintenance 

Jani tors  (2) 

Charwoman ( 1 )  

Janitors  ( 3 )  

Charwoman (1 ) 

Seasonal ( 6 )  

KEY: ( 1 )  Refers to 
orlc man-year 



Other Agencieo 
(=f+tf % 1 

Damtm. Progress is a program aet up .fa A p r i l  lgf% 
by the H a t i d  Capftal Downtawn Commitbe, Lnc,, rtl 
non-~mf'it corporation famed by Washington burahess 
and civic leaders t o  p m  and casry out, p W  FOP 
the revjltalfzation af l3wrrkrn Washf.ngtnn, 0% 
15th Street between the White 51me and the CFtp$tol. 
me of the goals of this program i s  to close betGh 
S%reet between E and F Streets t o  vehicular tkWic 
and establish tihere Linwln Elace wfrfch wouPd provtds 
an apprcgrAa%t? setting for  FordSa The8Lre and the 

LbcoJn G r o u p  of the District of' Columbia 

This i a  a civdc organIratifa tiha121 i s  fn-l;srr,ated in 
aU. phases of the Ufe 02 Abzrnham Ltncoh and 
cooperate3 Kit& i;he NatlonEIZ Riwk Senrice and Qtbr 
public and private wnc les  that administer 
s+,ructures and collectiom concemfng Pseraident UcoZn. 

Live Theatre Productiom 

On May 20, 1965, Secmtar~r of the Interfor UdaU 
approved the presentation of occa~ional "Lfve" theatre 
in the restored FonZUs TheaOre with the u n d g m c l l , n ~ ~  
tbt these productions ahuu3.d '&a confined t o  the 
padodl of Lincoln1 s time &i the MaZ;fonl s &p%ta;L, The 
pmductfons would be prs3sen~d in a way that would 
not conflict with the N~tionad. Park Service 
in+-erpretlation of the theakre for the general ptdbUc, 
Organization8 using the theatre for "live" pmductisus 
would be required t o  obtain a permit as p M d e d  for 
fn Nations1 Rsrk Service rs&tion~.  

F ' ! r & r n  
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Althotgk 'Zb restoration w i l l  provide space I 
for fecflitiesl needed for "live theatre ", 
money l a  naP; amilable for the facilities 
i n  the! m ~ ~ t ~ m t i o n  a'ppropri~tlon. Additional 
AancPs win be required. 






