










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Hear the story, had read about the museum

4.2. Didn't expect there to be someone speaking about it, which is really good,
I thought you would just come in and take a look around
Expected to see the box, look around theatre in general

5.2. Knew that we would see the box Lincoln was assassinate in

Didn't realize the stuff downstairs, all the memorabilia was there, just go a quick glimpse,
knew that it was still a working theatre, didn't know what it would look like

or that we were going to this performance that told us the history, it was extremely
interesting, would have been nice if she had a microphone, not sure everybody could hear
real well.

6.2. Half of a museum on President Lincoln and half of
Just wanted to see it, first visit

7.2. see where Lincoln was shot
(Thanks have a good day)

8.2. see the theatre

9.2. The place where Lincoln was shot
she just came, didn't know what to expect

10.2. Expected something larger

11.2. Just to be here, American history is my hobby, didn't know what to expect,
didn't expect to have a speaker up there

Question 3: When you think about your visit today, what most sticks in your mind?
(What new piece of information, what fascinating thing did you see?)

1.3. How sad it is,

Wife-thought Lincoln was shot from the stage,

father had known that he was shot in the Box from history books,
wife knew about Booth jumping down and breaking his leg

2.3. We knew about Abraham Lincoln and knew what to expect,
also know about how many times Lincoln was buried

Nothing really stands out since we know a great deal

Didn't know about Rathbone being injured

3.3. The story, what happened, story of John Wilkes Booth, that he was a famous actor,
that there were guests in the box
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4.3. It was a really good talk, enjoyable, very expressive.

Learned a lot, remembered the circumstances around it, things that I had forgotten about
It's so long since I'd been here before _

Remembered basically what had happened, but forgotten all the little details about running
across the street with the body

5.3. Its very historical it's a link to our past, politicat past, life of the President, I think its
very important to keep these things alive and accessible to the people. The performance
where she gave all the information was great

Main impression is that I've never actually seen the theater, I read a lot about Lincoln, the
assassination plot, interesting to see the theatre, the box

6.3. Lincoln
it looks real plays are still going on
didn't know that it had been gutted and redone, walls look pretty good

6.3. Yes, know on vacation and have fun
not a lecture

8.3. The condition of the theatre is excellent

9.3. take me back in history to the time and be able to imagine what was going on at that
time
that the crowd had been much larger

10.3. blank

11.3. That's a tough question to answer because I like his speech, it's his hobby, so he
knew what the ranger talked about

Question 4: Did you see a presentation by one of the Rangers while you were here?
Oh, good, talk about the ranger's presentation.

1.4, Really enjoyed it, thought it was great

not sure what she could have added, it was good

Everybody got quiet, people were sitting on the edge of their seats
had some trouble hearing

2.4, His love of the theatre was apparent

he knew a great deal, it was an excellent talk

today people want a job and want to do the minimum, but the ranger clearly loves his
work, and does it to the best of his ability

3.4. Good, at the front door
Very good, like to see the rangers at work, animated and articulate
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4.4. Did a great job , easy to follow along

5.4. Excellent, well-performed, information was fascinating, just to get the chronological
aspect of what went on each day prior to his coming

~ interesting that to think that they didn't have much security back then, that it was common
knowledge that he was coming to the theatre that night

Extremely well done, would have been better with a microphone

6.4. Liked the information it gave

Wished she'd have a microphone,

liked the presentation

7.4. good style

have fun, on vacation

entertaining

understood what very going on that night

better than museum, better picture of what was going on that museum numbered cases
help understand order

8.4. no

9.4, blank

10.4. blank

11.4. Did a good job of entertaining even those of us who aren't really into history,
women is not a big history fan, but enjoyed it

it was interesting

Question 5: Did you talk to the Ranger, or ask him/her any questions after the
presentation? YES? Tell me about this? (Did the Ranger answer your questions,
how could this have been improved?)

1.5, blank

2.5. blank

3.5, blank

4.5. blank

5.5. Just some information about when the next tour was

6.5, blank
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7.5. Yes, very approachable
8.5. no

92.5. no

10.5. blank

11.5. blank

Question 6: NO? The Rangers here at Ford's Theatre are very knowledgeable. If
the Ranger were standing here next to me, what would you want to ask him/her?
(about Ford's Theater, about the site, Civil War, Linceln)

1.6. Surprised about the size of it, 1700 people could fit in

Didn't realize that Booth was so well known by the Ford's people

What was their reaction, how were they viewed afterwards, when all of the conspirators
were gathered up in a witch-hunt type things,

What happened to the Ford Brothers afterwards

2.6. Can we still fook at the box

The Ranger mentioned a town in Maryland, a battle, wanted to know which town/battle
where 30,000 died in a half day of battle

they knew about Gettysburg, but didn't know about this

3.6. A- History of theatre before Lincoln, History of the theatre, what happened after
B- Large size, Physical changes, decor, how it was researched and preserved

4.6. Was he the first president assassinated
5.6. Are the chairs the box the original, actual ones?
What's original to the theatre, did they always use chairs like this?

6.6. Could we visit the booth?

I would ask about the wound, if it bled a lot, she said he slumped forward, did they pull
him back, what they talked about at that moment in the booth, sort of the eyewitness
accounts

The pillow, was soaked, did they dress the wound, did they just say "It is mortal" and let it
drip?

7.6, no, nothing else

8.6. how the condition of the theater in comparison to Lincoln's time
what's been changed, how repaired
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9.6. they done a good job, can't think of anything
10.6. blank
11.6. Why didn't Lincoln have guards, why wasn't the one there

Question 7: What do you think would be interesting things to hear about in the
Rangers' presentations?

1.7. What happened to Booth and the co-conspirators, (supposed co-conspirators)Dr.
Mudd ‘

Not sure if that would detract from the emphasis, the importance of the horrible act.
What's going on in the theatre, show? That it's a working theatre

2.7. More about Lincoln, his ability to speak, give speeches, who he was

Felt that in general people know more about Lincoln than the Civil War

Booth, that he was well thought of, well known and that he made that comment during the
Lincoln speech

Dr. Mudd

The whole, larger picture, liked that the ranger gave the whole picture

3.7.History of the theatre, the Civil War up to the assassination
Life of Lincoln
Why no microphone

4.7. He covered everything,
a little more of the history, like when the theatre was built, more about theatre

5.7. Male commented "I've read in books that one guard that was supposed to be
watching" Where were the guards. Read that Guard Parker was out drinking.

That Lincoln was superstitious and that night he said "good-bye" to his body guard rather
than "good night"

6.7. About other co-conspirators, the woman who was the operator of the boarding
house, whether she was guilty or not, the controversy surrounding that, whether or not
she was guilty

How did they rebuild theatre

News coverage about across the street, it said that the streets were crowded, did they -
print a paper immediately, and start running down the streets yelling about it, how long
before the rest of the nation heard, I'm sure the presses were running immediately

7.7. more about what the time was like
crowded, smaller seats, big dresses, squished in, no air-conditioning

8.7. blank
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9.7. no more other information
10.7. blank
11.7. History of Ford's Theatre

Question 8: Have you visited other museums or historic sites? How often have you
visited them in the last year?

1.8 Capitol
2.8. Hodgeville Kentucky
Springfield, Lincoln's Grave , there's debris all around it, they moved his grave. New

Salem, Vendalia, Illinois-- the Boyhood home

3.8. Houston Museum of Art, Planetarium, Kennedy Center, Memorials
Holocaust Memorial Museum, Capitol, Civil War, Jackson MS

4.8. museums in North Carolina

5.8. White House, All Smithsonian Museums, Archives, Art Museums/National Gallery,

Monument_ss-Gettthurgi A_ppgmatnx, Holocaust Museum. Lots of things in New York

~¥aLt A 2 Rt UL e L L SRR, LAVAIVRLGLIOL AVA 0L, A AL LA

City

6.8. Smithsonian, Mt. Vernon, National Cathedral

7.8. blank

8.8. no

9.8. White House, Williamsburg

Not really, canit get around as much, hope to in the future
10.8. blank

11.8. Yes, Gettysburg, Bull Run Battlefield

Question 9: What have you seen at these places that you think might enhance the
program here?

1.9 Jazz it up with laser, or music would detract, but subtle music would be good
my daughter would like re-enactment, including breaking the leg

2.9. What we learned at these sites was information we had already read about in
speeches and in books
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Ranger talk 1s excellent, reminded hme of a good guide at the Korean Veterans Memorial,
he knew a lot, made it very interesting
I like the details (the theatre sat 1700 people)

comparison of wars by comparing the Vietnam Veterans Memorial to battles in the Civil
War

3.9. Memorable, night programs outside, like at Big Bend NP, programs outdoors in
amphitheater ‘

Play, re-enact, not just tell

Videos are horrible, so are written things, sometimes difficult

4.9. Re-enactments might be interesting, not sure how likely it would be every ten
minutes

A lot of museums around have little placards explaining "This is where John Wilkes
Booth..." might help

Very interesting, I'd forgotten, it's been a long time
came with parents, remember the theatre and a talk, although she doesn't remember details

5.9. Most of those were kind of different than Ford's Theatre
today's presentation was really excellent
I can't think of anything

We live in Baltimore, we've been to Ft. McHenry, actually I think this was better. There
they employed lots of movies and videotapes and actually I think it's much more
interesting when you have a live person telling you about things that happened, and the
more you can have hands-on and see, even though you can't have people traipsing through
the box where he was shot, if people could walk by and look in. It' more interesting to
hear people that 1o watch a video screen.

6.9. Air and Space, liked Sky Lab/space station, and gift shop

Docents at Mt. Vernon, bus driver on the way to Mt. Vernon

Whatever way they convey the information, placards, guides that you can read It is good
to get all the little give trivial background that you don't get out of a free guide

7.9. music, video downstairs

better signs for handicapped access
not accessible for little people/children
8.9. blank

9.9. no everyone here has done a really good job

10.9. blank

66




'---

11.9. visit to Gettysburg, one Ranger enacted the whole battle, very animated
Would have loved to have seen people enacting parts while he talked, maybe on stage, in
the boxes
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Object-Based Learning Workshop
Museum Education Program, GWU
July 24-25, 1996

Summary Statement

This two-day, two-part workshop was designed to serve as a model for the participants to
consider when they are developing museum experiences for visitors. As such, it drew together
information, attitudes and skills that inform object-based learning, in this instance, for an
audience of adults. All of the elements used are based on sound educational principles and can
be adjusted to serve audiences of various ages.

By dividing the workshop into two parts, an opportunity was provided for the introduction,
repetition, and expansion of the basics of leaning from artifacts. The first day presented a
particular approach: the systematic framework of description, analysis, and interpretation that
creates a structure for the experience; and the inquiry method that challenges and encourages
learning through discovery. This advance organizer was conciuded with a model of such a
lesson using an ordinary contemporary object (a2 Coca-Cola can). The audience actively
participated in the lesson and then stepped outside of it to reflect upon and evaluate the
experience. '

On the second day of the workshop, after reviewing the key elements, the concept of object-
based learning was expanding to include a space/place as an object. The skills needed for
"reading" such an artifact were discussed and a short activity using the great hall of the National
Building Museum was completed. A second activity was introduced in which participants,
working in small groups, had the chance to brainstorm in a space of their choice in the museum
and to develop some preliminary ideas for a lesson they could teach. The workshop concluded
with a discussion and review of the two-day event and the completion of an evaluation form.
Throughout, the workshop sought to embody the principles of education that are embraced when
the visitor’s experience is placed at the center of the event. It was designed to be participatory,
informative, and well-structured and to serve as a model for those who will facilitate experiences
for others. '




Object-Based Learning Workshop
Museum Education Program, GWU

Presented by Judith Landau
July 24-25, 1996

"Learning is a journey, not a destination."
Brooks and Brooks
The Case for Constructivist Classrooms

"The only reason to study artifacts is to get at the people behind them."
Henry Glassie
Material Culture Studies in America

“Conversation marked by the free exchange of ideas is a mark of an inquiry-centered program.
it is in preserving for ourselves and our students the 'right to be wrong’ that we gain courage
to try out new ideas, to explore more alternatives, to evaluate objectively our own work as well
as that of others. Students have to learn to trust their ability to find and evaluate answers. To
do that they have to feel safe in asking questions. They need time to think and an environment
that encourages speculation.”

Mary Budd Rowe
Questions, Questioning Technigues, and
Effective Teaching
Goal Statement
Developing museum experiences that spring from the exploration of objects is at the heart of the
museum educator’s work. This workshop will focus on systematic processes that support object-
based learning.
Objectives

As a result of this workshop, participants will be able to:

1. demonstrate an understanding of a particular form of object-based learning that combines the
structured study of objects with the inquiry method;

2. identify the elements of a format for adult audience workshops.
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Object-Based Learning Workshop
Museum Education Program, GWU
July 24-25, 1996

Agenda
July 24, 1:00-2:30 pm

I. Introduction to the workshop
A. Greetings
B. Advance Organizet

II. Object-based Learning One
A. Discussion--models and methods
B. Demonstration
C. Conclusions

July 25, 1:00 - 4:00 pm

I. Object-based Learning Two
A. Discussion--more models and methods
B. Gallery Activity
C. Conclusion



Object-Based Learning Workshop
Museum Education Program, GWU
National Building Museum-- July 25, 1996

Small Group Activity

You are developing this object-based museum experience for a small group (10-12) of adult
VISItors--your peers.

1. Select one member of the group to serve as a recorder/reporter. With your group, explore

the building, inside and out if you wish, and select one or more areas of the building that
intrigue you. Stick to the building; do not use the exhibitions.

2. Spend time “experiencing” or “reading” your selections; brainstorm any/all perceptual,
descriptive, functional, and interpretive aspects.

3. From the ideas you brainstormed, identify a theme that will serve as the unifying element
for the 30-minute experience you are designing.

4. What is your rationale for this theme?

5. Develop one or two objectives that you expect as outcomes for your audience as a result of
this museum experience.




