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A D M IN IS T R A T IO N

F o rt R a le igh  N a tio n a l H is to r ic  S ite  is  a d m in is te re d  
by th e  N a tio n a l Park S e rv ice , U.S. D e p a rtm e n t o f 
th e  In te r io r .  The s u p e rin te n d e n t o f  C ape H a tte ra s  
N a tio n a l S eashore . B ox 4 5 7 , M a n te o . NC 2 7 9 5 4 , 
is in  ch a rg e  o f  th e  s ite .

A s  th e  N a tio n 's  p r in c ip a l c o n s e rv a tio n  a g e ncy , th e  
D e p a rtm e n t o f  th e  In te r io r  has bas ic  re s p o n s ib il-
it ie s  fo r  w a te r , f is h , w ild life ,  m in e ra l, la n d , p a rk , 
and re c re a tio n a l reso u rce s . In d ia n  and  T e r r ito r ia l 
a ffa irs  are  o th e r  m a jo r  c o n c e rn s  o f  A m e ric a 's  
"D e p a r tm e n t o f  N a tu ra l R e s o u rc e s ."  T he  D e p a r t-
m en t w o rk s  to  assu re  th e  w is e s t c h o ic e  in  m an a g -
ing  all o u r  re s o u rc e s  so each  w il l  m ake  its  fu ll 
c o n tr ib u t io n  to  a b e t te r  U n ite d  S ta te s — n o w  and 
in th e  fu tu re .

U. S. D e p a r tm e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  

N a t io n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e

The scene  o f  e a r lie s t E n g lis h  c o lo n iz in g  a tte m p ts  
w ith in  th e  l im its  o f  p re s e n t-d a y  U n ite d  S ta te s , a n d  
b ir th p la c e  o f  th e  f i r s t  E n g lis h  c h ild  b o rn  in  the  
N e w  W orld .

T he n o r th  end  o f  R o a n o ke  Is la n d  is  th e  s ite  o f  S ir 
W a lte r  R a le ig h 's  ill- fa te d  a tte m p ts  to  e s ta b lis h  an 
E n g lish  c o m m u n ity  in  A m e ric a . I t  is  o u r  lin k  w ith  
th e  v ib ra n t e ra  o f  Q ueen E liza b e th  I and  th e  g o ld e n  
age o f  th e  E n g lish  R enna issance , a p e rio d  o f  
e x p lo ra t io n  and e x p a n s io n  w h e n  m en o f  v is io n  
s tro v e  to  e s ta b lis h  c o lo n ie s  in  d is ta n t  la n d s  to  
b e n e fit  th e  M o th e r  C o u n try . (S pa in  had a lre a d y  
g ro w n  r ic h  and  p o w e rfu l th ro u g h  h e r c o lo n ia l em -
p ire .) H ere  on  R o a n o ke  Is la n d , E n g la n d 's  f i r s t  
se rio u s  a tte m p t to  tu rn  h e r d re a m  o f  e m p ire  in to  
re a lity  e n d ed  in  fa i lu re  and th e  s tra n g e  d is a p -
p e a ra n ce  o f  th e  c o lo n y  o f  1587 .

E X P L O R A T IO N  O F R O A N O K E  IS L A N D

In  15 8 4 , o n e  y e a r a f te r  h is  h a lf -b ro th e r  S ir  H u m -
p h re y  G ilb e r t p e ris h e d  in  an a t te m p t to  s e tt le  in 
N e w fo u n d la n d , S ir  W a lte r  R a le ig h  o b ta in e d  a 
p a te n t to  e x p lo re  and s e tt le  in  th e  N e w  W o rld . 
Im bu e d  w ith  a d e s ire  to  rea lize  h is  b ro th e r 's  d re a m  
o f  an E n g lish  e m p ire  in  A m e ric a , R a le ig h  sen t 
C a p ta in s  P h ilip  A m a d a s  and A r th u r  B a r lo w e  to  
e xa m in e  th e  N o r th  A m e ric a n  C oast.

T h e y  re tu rn e d  w ith  g lo w in g  re p o r ts  o f  ta ll tre e s , 
o f  land  o v e rg ro w n  w ith  s w e e t ju ic y  g ra p e s , and o f  
b ird s  so a b u n d a n t th a t  "a  f lo c k e  o f  C ra ne s  . . . 
a ro se  u n d e r us, w ith  s u c h  a c ry e  re d o u b le d  by 
m any E cchoes, as i f  an  a rm ie  o f  m en had s h o w te d  
a ll to g e th e r . "  T h e y  m a rv e le d  a t th e  r ic h  s o il and 
m ild  c lim a te  w h ic h  p ro d u c e d  th re e  c ro p s  o f  c o rn  
a season  in  th e  n a tiv e s ' g a rd e n s . T w o  o f  th e se  
f r ie n d ly  ro b u s t n a tiv e s , M a n te o  and  W an ch e se , 
re tu rn e d  to  E n g la n d  w ith  th e m . The  la n d  A m adas 
and  B a r lo w e  had e x p lo re d  w a s  la te r  nam ed  
" V irg in ia "  a f te r  E lizab e th , th e ir  V irg in  Q ueen . The 
nam e w a s  m o re  th a n  an h o n o r ; i t  re p re s e n te d  
E liza b e th 's  e n d o rs e m e n t and s u p p o r t  o f  th e  a t-
te m p ts  to  e s ta b lis h  an E n g lish  fo o th o ld  in  th e  
N e w  W o r ld , even  in  th e  fa c e  o f  a ll-p o w e r fu l S pa in .

W ith  R a le ig h 's  e n th u s ia s t ic  g u id a n c e  and  a id , th e  
f i r s t  c o lo n y  w a s  s e n t to  " th is  p a ra d is e  o f  th e  
w o r ld "  in  15 8 5 . I t  w a s  a m il i ta ry  v e n tu re  u n d e r 
th e  co m m a n d  o f  h is  c o u s in . S ir  R ic h a rd  G re n v ille . 
The  g ro u p  cho se  to  s e tt le  on  th e  n o r th  end  o f 
R oanoke  Is la n d , w h ic h  A m a d a s  and  B a r lo w e  had 
d e s c rib e d  as "a  m o s t p le a s a n t and  fe r t i le  g ro u n d ."  
T h e re  th e y  b u ilt  a f o r t  u n d e r th e  d ire c t io n  o f  

R a lph  Lane  and ca lle d  i t  " th e  n e w e  fo r te  in 
V irg in ia ."

W h e n  G re n v ille  re tu rn e d  to  E ng land  f o r  su p p lie s . 
Lane  w as a p p o in te d  g o v e rn o r . U n d e r h is  le a d e r-
sh ip , th e  g ro u p  began  to  e x p lo re  th e  s u rro u n d in g  
is la n d s  and m a in la n d , re ly in g  o n  In d ia n  so u rce s  
f o r  th e ir  fo o d  s u p p ly  as th e y  e x p a n d e d  th e ir  q u e s t 
fo r  pea rls , c o p p e r, and  g o ld . T he  c o u n try  w as  
e x p lo re d  fo r  a d is ta n c e  o f  a b o u t 8 0  m ile s  to  th e  
s o u th  and 130  m ile s  to  th e  n o rth . T h o m a s  H a r io t, 
an e m in e n t g e o g ra p h e r  and  s c ie n t is t  w ith  th e  
e x p e d itio n , d e s c rib e d  th e  p la n t and a n im a l life , 
th e  uses o f  i t ,  and  th e  n a tiv e  w a y  o f  life . T h is  da ta  
w as  p u b lis h e d  u n d e r th e  t i t le  N e w  F o u n d  L and  o f  
V irg in ia , w h ic h  w a s  la te r  e x p a n d e d  and  s u p p le -
m en te d  b y  J o h n  W h ite 's  w a te rc o lo r  d ra w in g s .

T he c o lo n is ts ' q u e s t fo r  r ic h e s  in v o lv e d  th e m  in 
lo c a l In d ia n  w a rs . Food becam e sca rce , and day 
a f te r  d a y  th e y  a n x io u s ly  w a tc h e d  th e  h o riz o n  fo r  
th e  re tu rn in g  su p p ly  sh ips . A t  la s t sa ils  ap p ea re d , 
and S ir  F ra n c is  D ra ke  a n c h o re d  o f f  th e  in le t. Lane 
and  h is  m en a c c e p te d  D ra k e 's  o f fe r  o f  s h ip s  and 
su p p lie s  to  e x p lo re  fa r th e r  n o r th  fo r  a b e tte r  
h a rb o r. H o w e v e r, th e  sh ip s  w e re  lo s t th e  n e x t day  
in  a s to rm . W eak and d is c o u ra g e d , th e  e n t ire  e x -
p e d it io n  d e c id e d  to  re tu rn  to  E ng land  w ith  D rake.

S h o r t ly  a fte rw a rd .  S ir  R ic h a rd  G re n v ille , a f te r  
re tu rn in g  to  R oanoke  w ith  s u p p lie s , sea rch e d  fo r  
th e  d e p a rte d  e x p e d itio n . W h e n  he c o u ld n 't  f in d  

i t , h e  s e tt le d  15 m en o n  th e  is la n d  w ith  p ro v is io n s  

fo r  2 yea rs . T h e y  w e re  to  h o ld  th e  c o u n try  in th e  
Q ueen 's  nam e u n t i l  a n o th e r  c o lo n y  co u ld  be 
e s ta b lish ed .

TH E L O S T  C O LO N Y , 1 5 8 7

Im m e d ia te ly  R a le ig h  began  to  shape  p la n s  fo r  an -
o th e r  c o lo n y , th is  t im e  a t ru e  s e tt le m e n t o f  m o re  
th a n  100  m en, w o m e n , and  c h ild re n . R a le ig h  ap -
p o in te d  J o h n  W h ite  as g o v e rn o r , a ided  b y  12 
a s s is ta n ts , and  d ire c te d  th e m  to  s e tt le  on  C hesa-
peake  Bay. B u t th e ir  p i lo t  re fu s e d  to  sa il th a t  fa r. 
T he  c o lo n is ts  re m a in e d  on  R oanoke  Is la n d , w h e re  
th e y  had s to p p e d  to  lo o k  fo r  th e  15 m en th a t  
G re n v ille  had le f t  b e h in d  th e  ye a r b e fo re . T hey  
co u ld  n o t lo c a te  th e m ; th e  o n ly  c lu e  to  th e ir  
d is a p p e a ra n c e  w a s  a s k e le to n  fo u n d  n e a r th e  
p lace  w h e re  th e  m en had been le ft.

W h ite  and  h is  c o lo n is ts  soon  began  to  have 
t ro u b le  w ith  th e  In d ia n s . In  a su cce ss io n  o f  s k ir -
m ish es  fo u g h t  o n ly  a fe w  days  a f te r  th e  c o lo n y  
a rr iv e d , se ve ra l c o lo n is ts  and  In d ia n s  d ied.

M e a n w h ile , th e  sh ip s  w e re  b e in g  rea d ie d  f o r  th e  
v o ya g e  hom e . G o v e rn o r  W h ite  w a s  p e rsu a d e d  to  
re tu rn  to  E ng land  fo r  a d d it io n a l p ro v is io n s , a l-
th o u g h  he w as re lu c ta n t  to  leave  b e h in d  a n e w -
b o rn  g ra n d d a u g h te r , V irg in ia  D are. He se t sa il a 
fe w  d a ys  a f te r  h e r b ir th .

E n g land , w h e n  W h ite  a rr iv e d , w as  in  im m in e n t 
d a n g e r o f  a S p a n ish  in v a s io n . T he  d a n g e r w a s  so 
g re a t th a t  th e  Q ueen  re fu s e d  to  a llo w  any  la rge  
s h ip s  to  leave. T he  tw o  sm all p in n a ce s  th a t  w e re  
p e rm itte d  to  sa il n e v e r rea ch e d  th e  N e w  W o r ld . 
D e sp ite  p e t it io n s  to  th e  Q ueen  th ro u g h  S ir  W a lte r  
R a le ig h , W h ite  w a s  u n a b le  to  se cu re  fu r th e r  
re l ie f  f o r  th e  co lo n y .

He w a s  f in a lly  a b le  to  sa il in  1 5 9 0 — a lm o s t 3  yea rs  
a f te r  h is d e p a r tu re  f ro m  R oa n o ke . W h e n  he re -
tu rn e d , th e  c o lo n y  had d isa p p e a re d . T he  houses 
had been ta k e n  d o w n  and  th e  s e tt le m e n t area 
e n c lo se d  w ith in  a h ig h  pa lisade , " v e ry  fo r t - l ik e ."  
O n one  p ro m in e n t tre e  o r  p o s t a t th e  e n tra n c e  to  
th e  p a lisa d e , th e  b a rk  had been  pee led  o f f  and  th e  
le t te rs  C R O A T O A N  c a rv e d  on  it. T he  c ro ss , a 
p re a rra n g e d  m a rk  s ig n ify in g  d is tre s s  o r  fo rc e d  
d e p a r tu re , w a s  n o t th e re . W h ite  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  
th e  c o lo n is ts  w o u ld  be fo u n d  on  C ro a to n  Is la n d  
(m o s t o f  m o d e rn  O c ra c o k e  and  p a r t o f  H a tte ra s  
Is land ) o r  a m o n g  th e  f r ie n d ly  C ro a to a n  In d ia n s  
fa r th e r  in la n d . A  se rie s  o f  s to rm s  and  a c c id e n ts  
fo rc e d  th e  sh ip s  to  re tu rn  to  E n g la n d  and W h ite  
w a s  u n a b le  to  se a rch  fo r  th e  c o lo n is ts . T he  fa te  
o f  th e  L o s t C o lo n y  is  s t i l l  a m ys te ry .



E ng land  d id  n o t s u c c e s s fu lly  c o lo n iz e  th e  N ew  
W o rld  u n t il 17 ye a rs  la te r  w h e n  a sm a ll g ro u p  o f  
h a rd y  m en and w o m e n  succe e de d  a t J a m e s to w n . 
In a sense, th e  c o lo n y  o f  1 5 8 7  w a s  s a c r if ic e d  to  
in s u re  E n g lish  v ic to ry  o v e r  th e  S pa n ish  A rm ad a . 
B u t th e  b lam e  s h o u ld  n o t lie  e n t ire ly  w ith  E ng land , 
because  th e  c o lo n is ts  fa ile d  to  b ecom e  a p a r t o f  
th e  w e b  o f  l ife  on  R oanoke  Is la n d ; th e y  d id  n o t 
m ake th e  b es t use o f  th e  o f fe r in g s  o f  th e  fo re s t  
and s o u n d ,b u t re lie d  on E ng land  fo r  th e ir  fo o d .

THE H IS T O R IC  S ITE

F o rt R a le igh  w as  d e s ig n a te d  a N a tio n a l H is to r ic  
S ite  on  A p r il 5, 1941 . W ith in  its  n e a rly  1 4 4 -acre  
area, p a rts  o f  th e  s e tt le m e n t s ite s  o f  1 585  and 
1587 are  in c lu d e d . R a lph  Lane 's  "n e w  fo r te  in  
V irg in ia ,"  lo c a te d  w ith in  th e  s ite , w as  e xp lo re d  

a rc h e o lo g ic a lly  in  1 947-48  and re s to re d  in 1950. 
The  v illa g e  s ite , p re s u m a b ly  c lo se  to  th e  f o r t ,  has 
n o t been lo ca te d . E xcava ted  a r t i fa c ts  a re  d is -
p layed  in  th e  v is ito r  ce n te r.

A B O U T  Y O U R  V IS IT

F o r t R a le igh  N a tio n a l H is to r ic  S ite  is  on  U .S. 64- 
264 , 3  m iles  n o r th  o f  M a n te o , N .C ., 92  m ile s  
so u th e a s t o f  N o r fo lk , Va., and 67  m ile s  s o u th e a s t 
o f  E lizab e th  C ity , N.C. T he  v is ito r  c e n te r  has 
e x h ib its  te llin g  th e  s to ry  o f  R a le ig h 's  c o lo n y  as 
w e ll as a f i lm  a b o u t th e  E n g lish  a tte m p t a t s e t t le -
m en t here. S pec ia l se rv ic e s  a re  a va ila b le  fo r  
g ro u p s  i f  adva nce  a rra n g e m e n ts  a re  m ade w ith  
th e  s u p e rin te n d e n t.

The T hom as H a r io t  T ra il s ta r ts  n e a r th e  f o r t  and 
w in d s  th ro u g h  p le a sa n t w o o d la n d  to  R oanoke  
S ound  and back.

In  s u m m e r,th e  "L o s t  C o lo n y ,"a  s y m p h o n ic -d ra m a  
by Paul G reen , is  p ro d u c e d  in  th e  W a te rs id e  
T h e a tre . T he  d a tes  and h o u rs  a re  fix e d  b y  th e  
R oanoke  Is la n d  H is to r ic a l A s s o c ia tio n .

A d ja c e n t to  th e  h is to r ic  s ite  is th e  E lizab e th a n  
G a rden , m a in ta in e d  by th e  G a rden  C lu b  o f  N o r th  
C a ro lin a , Inc. T he  a d m iss io n  fe e  is  se t by th a t  
o rg a n iz a tio n .


