
Fort Laramie
N A TIO N A L HISTORIC SITE •  W YO M IN G

F o r t  L a ra m ie ,  on  t h e  e a s te rn  W y o m in g  p ra i r ie s  
w a s  a p r i v a te  f u r - t r a d in g  p o s t  f r o m  1 8 3 4  to  
1 8 4 9  a n d  a m i l i t a r y  p o s t  f r o m  1 8 4 9  t o  1 8 9 0  
I t  f i g u r e d  p r o m in e n t l y  in  th e  c o v e re d - w a g o n  
m ig r a t i o n s  t o  O r e g o n  a n d  C a l i f o r n ia ,  in a se r ies  
o f  b lo o d y  In d ia n  c a m p a ig n s ,  and  in m a n y  o th e r  
p io n e e r  e v e n ts .  T o d a y  t h e  o ld  f o r t  s t a n d s  in 
lo n e l in e s s ,  i ts  f r o n t i e r  a s s o c ia t io n s  fa d e d ,  y e t  
s t i l l  a r e m in d e r  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  s t r u g g le s  and  
r o m a n c e  o f  an  e x p a n d in g  N a t io n .

A  F U R - T R A D IN G  P O S T

A f t e r  t h e  p u rc h a s e  o f  t h e  L o u is ia n a  T e r r i t o r y  
f r o m  F ra n c e  in  1 8 0 3 ,  A m e r i c a n  t r a p p e r s  and  
t r a d e r s  p u s h e d  b o ld ly  u p  th e  M is s o u r i  R ive r ,  
a n x io u s  to  e x p lo i t  t h e  g r e a t  f u r  r e s o u r c e s  o f  
t h e  R o c k y  M o u n t a in s  a n d  G r e a t  P la ins .  F u r  
c o m p a n ie s  la rg e  a n d  s m a l l  f o u g h t  ea ch  o th e r ,  
o f t e n  u n s c r u p u lo u s ly ,  f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  t r a d in g  
e n te r p r i s e .

In t h e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f  t h e  1 9 th  c e n t u r y ,  b e a v e r  
f u r  w a s  in g re a t  d e m a n d  f o r  w e a r i n g  a p p a re l ,  
a n d  t h e  L a ra m ie  R iv e r  c o u n t r y  w a s  a b u n d a n t  
w i t h  t h e  p r i z e d  b e a v e r .  I t  w a s  l i t e r a l l y  a t r a p -
p e r 's  p a ra d is e .  In 1 8 3 4 ,  t w o  e x p e r ie n c e d  and  
e n t e r p r i s i n g t r a d e r s ,  W i l l i a m  S u b le t t e  and R o b e r t  
C a m p b e l l ,  r e a l i z e d  t h e  lu c r a t i v e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  
r e g io n  a n d  b u i l t  a r u d e  s to c k a d e  f o r t  n e a r  th e  
c o n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  L a ra m ie  a n d  t h e  N o r t h  P la t te .  

I t  w a s  n a m e d  F o r t  W i l l i a m ,  a f t e r  t h e  s e n io -  
p a r t n e r ,  b u t  i t  w a s  m o r e  c o m m o n ly  c a l le d  F o r t  
L a ra m ie .

W h e n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  F u r  C o m p a n y  b o u g h t  th e  
p o s t  in  1 8 3 6 ,  F o r t  L a ra m ie  b e c a m e  o n e  o f  th e  
m a jo r  t r a d in g  c e n te r s  in  t h e  R o c k ie s .  F u r  t r a d e r s  
a n d  In d ia n s  c a m e  t o  b a r t e r ,  a n d  d e p e n d e d  on 
t h e  f o r t  f o r  s u p p l ie s  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  in t im e  of 
t r o u b le .  B a n d s  o f  S io u x ,  C h e y e n n e ,  a n d  A ra p a -  
h o e s  c a m p e d  n e a rb y ,  e a g e r  t o  t r a d e  p e l ts  and 
r o b e s  f o r  d r y  g o o d s ,  t o b a c c o ,  beads ,  a n d  w h is k e y .

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

F o r t  L a ra m ie  N a t io n a l  H is t o r i c  S i te  is a d m i n -
i s t e r e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  U S. 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r .  A  s u p e r in t e n d e n t ,  
w h o s e  a d d re s s  is F o r t  L a ra m ie ,  W y o .  8 2 2 1 2 ,  *
is in im m e d ia te  c h a rg e .

T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  OF T H E  I N T E R I O R - t h e  I 
N a t io n 's  p r i n c i p a l  n a tu r a l  r e s o u r c e  a g e n c y  — has 
a s p e c ia l  o b l i g a t io n  t o  a s s u re  t h a t  o u r  e x p e n d -
ab le  r e s o u r c e s  a re  c o n s e rv e d ,  t h a t  r e n e w a b le  
r e s o u rc e s  a re  m a n a g e d  t o  p r o d u c e  o p t im u m  
b e n e f i t s ,  a n d  t h a t  a ll  r e s o u r c e s  c o n t r i b u t e  to  
th e  p r o g r e s s  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta te s ,  
n o w  a n d  in t h e  f u t u r e .

U. S. D e p a r tm e n t  o f  th e  I n t e r i o r  

N a t io n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e

B y  1 8 4 1 .  w h e n  t h e  s e c o n d  F o r t  L a ra m ie  w a s  
b u i l t  (as F o r t  J o h n ) ,  t h e  f u r  t r a d e  w a s  on  th e  
d e c l in e  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  c o v e r e d - w a g o n  e m ig r a n t s  
( th e  B id w e l l - B a r t l e s o n  e x p e d i t i o n )  h a d  passe d  
b y .  T h e  M a r c u s  W h i t m a n  p a r t y ,  en r o u t e  t o  O r e -
g o n ,  v is i t e d  t h e  f o r t  in  1 8 4 3 ,  f o l l o w e d  4 ye a rs  
la t e r  b y  t h e  in i t ia l  M o r m o n  e m i g r a t io n  to  U ta h .  
B y  1 8 4 9  h u n d r e d s  o f  c o v e r e d  w a g o n s  w e r e  on 
t h e i r  w e s t w a r d  t r e k ,  s p u r r e d  on  b y  t h e  d i s c o v e r /  
o f  g o ld  in  C a l i f o r n ia .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  t h e  h ig h  
t i d e  o f  w e s t w a r d  m ig r a t i o n  b e g a n ,  w i t h  t h o u -
s a n d s  o f  t r a v e le r s  s t o p p i n g  a t  t h e  f o r t ,  s o m ;  
o n l y  lo n g  e n o u g h  t o  h a v e  b r o k e n  e q u ip m e n t  
r e p a i r e d  o r  t o  ta k e  o n  s u p p l ie s .

T h e  U .S . G o v e r n m e n t  b o u g h t  F o r t  L a ra m ie  i,i 
1 8 4 9 ,  a f t e r  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  an  A r m y  p o s t  
h e re  w o u ld  h e lp  t o  p r o t e c t  e m i g r a n t s  u s ing  
t h e  O r e g o n  T ra i l  f r o m  h o s t i le  In d ia n s .  A  b u i lc -  
in g  c a m p a ig n  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  a n d  w i t h i n  a d e c a d e  
F o r t  L a r a m i e  b e c a m e  a s p r a w l i n g  m i l i t a r y  
r e s e r v a t io n .
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In 1 851  a n d  a g a in  in 1 8 6 8  i m p o r t a n t  t r e a t ie s  
w e r e  d r a w n  up  a t  F o r t  L a ra m ie ,  b y  w h i c h  th e  
S io u x ,  C h e y e n n e ,  a n d  o t h e r  t r i b e s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  
P l a i n s  g a v e  u p  m o s t  o f  t h e i r  c l a i m s  t o  t h e  
r e g io n .  F o r  a w h i le ,  t h e  f o r t  s e rv e d  as a s ta t io n  
f o r  t h e  P o n y  E x p re s s  a n d  t h e  O v e r la n d  S ta g e ,  
a n d  la te r  i t  w a s  a s u p p ly  b ase  f o r  lo n g ,  c o s t ly  
w a r s  w i t h  t h e  P la in s  In d ia n s .  T h e  la s t  m a jo r  
In d ia n  e n g a g e m e n ts  in  w h i c h  F o r t  L a ra m ie  
p la y e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  w e r e  in c o n n e c t io n  
w i t h  t h e  S io u x  a n d  C h e y e n n e  c a m p a ig n s  o f  
1 8 7 6 ,  d i r e c t e d  a g a in s t  S i t t i n g  B u l l  a n d  o th e r  
S io u x  c h ie f s  as an a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  B la c k  H i l ls  
g o ld  ru s h .

B e g i n n i n g  in  t h e  l a t e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  r a n c h e r s  a n d  
h u i i ie s te a d e r b  m o v e d  in to  th e  F o r t  L a ra m ie  
r e g io n .  T h e  f o r t  s e rv e d  f o r  a t im e  as a s u p p ly  
c e n t e r  f o r  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  s e t t l e r s  a n d  a f f o r d e d  
th e m  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a in s t  I n d ia n s  a n d  o u t la w s .  
B u t  i t s  im p o r t a n c e  e v e n tu a l l y  w a n e d .  In 1 8 9 0 ,  
f o u r  y e a rs  a f t e r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  had  been 
m a d e  t o  a b a n d o n  t h e  o ld  p o s t ,  t h e  s o ld ie rs  
m a r c h e d  a w a y  f r o m  F o r t  L a ra m ie  f o r  t h e  las t  
t im e .  A f t e r w a r d s ,  s o m e  s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  d i s -
m a n t le d ;  o t h e r  b u i l d in g s  a n d  f i x t u r e s  w e r e  
a u c t io n e d  o f f .

F o r  n e a r ly  5 0  y e a rs  F o r t  L a ra m ie  w a s  a l lo w e d  
t o  fa l l  i n t o  d e c a y .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  f o r t ' s  h i s t o r i c  
im p o r t a n c e  w a s  r e c o g n iz e d  e a r l i e r ,  i t  w a s  n o t  
u n t i l  1 9 3 7  t h a t  W y o m in g  a p p r o p r i a te d  f u n d s  
f o r  t h e  p u rc h a s e  a n d  d o n a t i o n  t o  t h e  F e d e ra l  
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  2 1 4  a c re s  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  m i l -
i t a r y  r e s e r v a t io n .  B y  P r e s id e n t ia l  p r o c l a m a -
t i o n  in  1 9 3 8 ,  F o r t  L a ra m ie  N a t io n a l  H is t o r i c  
S i te  b e c a m e  a u n i t  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  P a rk  S y s te m .

A B O U T  Y O U R  V I S I T

F o r t  L a ra m ie  N a t io n a l  H i s t o r i c  S i te ,  w h i c h  is 
o p e n  a l l  y e a r ,  is  3 m i l e s  s o u t h w e s t  o f  F o r t  
L a ra m ie ,  W y o . ,  on  U .S . 2 6  b e tw e e n  i ts  j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  U .S . 8 5  o n  t h e  e a s t  a n d  U .S . 87  ( In t .  25) 
o n  t h e  w e s t .  G r o u p s  w i s h i n g  g u i d e d  t o u r s  
s h o u ld  m a k e  a d v a n c e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i t h  th e  
s u p e r in t e n d e n t .
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F O R T  L A R A M I E 'S  H I S T O R I C  B U I L D I N G S

T he  N a t io n a l  P a rk  S e r v ic e  p re s e r v e s  th e  s u r -
v i v in g  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  p e r io d  a n d  is 
c a r r y i n g  o u t  a p r o g r a m  t o  r e s t o r e  s ta n d in g  
b u i l d in g s  a n d  r e la te d  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  g r o u n d s .  
R e m a in s  o f  21 h i s t o r i c  b u i l d in g s  m a y  be  v ie w e d .  
S o m e  o f  t h e  r e s to r e d  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  d a te  
t o  1 8 4 9 .  T h e  f o l l o w in g  g u id e  d e a ls  w i t h  th e  
m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  o f  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  b u i l d i n g s  
o p e n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .

T h e  P o s t  T r a d e r ' s  S t o r e .  T h e  p o s t  t r a d e r  
( k n o w n  as a s u t le r  b e f o r e  1 8 6 8 )  w a s  a c iv i l ia n  
l i c e n s e d  t o  d o  b u s in e s s  on  a m i l i t a r y  r e s e r v a -
t i o n .  T h e  t r a d e r ' s  s t o r e  a t  F o r t  L a ra m ie  w a s  
m a d e  up  o f  t h r e e  s e c t io n s ,  b u i l t  a t  d i f f e r e n t  
p e r io d s .  T h e  a d o b e  p a r t  w a s  e a r l i e s t ,  b u i l t  in 
1 8 4 9 .  A  s to n e  a d d i t i o n  w a s  b u i l t  in  1 8 5 2  a n d  
a l im e - c o n c r e te  e x te n s io n  in  1 8 8 3 .

T h e  s t o r e  p r o p e r ,  in  t h e  a d o b e  u n i t  o f  t h e  b u i l d -
i n g ,  h a s  b e e n  r e f u r n i s h e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  i t s  
a p p e a r a n c e  in  1 8 7 6 ,  w h e n  c a m p a ig n s  a g a in s t  
t h e  n o r t h e r n  P la in s  In d ia n s  w e r e  a t  t h e i r  pe a k  
a n d  t h e  B la c k  H i l ls  g o ld  r u s h  w a s  b r i n g in g  la rg e  
n u m b e r s  o f  s o ld ie rs ,  o f f i c e r s ,  a n d  c iv i l i a n s  
t o  t h e  p o s t .  A t  t h i s  t im e ,  t h e  t r a d e r  s t o c k e d  
a w id e  v a r i e t y  o f  m e r c h a n d is e ,  r a n g in g  f r o m  
to o ls  a n d  w e a p o n s  f o r  f r o n t i e r s m e n  t o  c lo t h in g  
a n d  h o u s e h o ld  g o o d s  f o r  o f f i c e r s '  w iv e s  a n d  

fa m i l ie s .

T h e  t r a d e r 's  o f f i c e  o c c u p ie d  t h e  s to n e  a d d i t i o n  
a n d  a p p e a rs  m u c h  as i t  d id  in  1 8 8 3 .  F ro m  th is  
c o m p a c t  h e a d q u a r te r s ,  t h e  t r a d e r  a n d  h is  s t a f f  
m a n a g e d  n o t  o n ly  t h e  s to re ,  b u t  a f a r - f l u n g  
c o m m e r c ia l  d o m a in  t h a t  i n c lu d e d  a n e a rb y  
h o te l ,  a s u b s id ia r y  s t o r e  in  t h e  m in in g  t o w n  
o f  F a i r b a n k  (n e a r  p r e s e n t - d a y  G u e rn s e y ) ,  a n d  
a la rg e  r a n c h .  In 1 8 8 3  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  w a s  a lso  
in  t h i s  a d d i t i o n .

In o n e  e n d  o f  t h e  l im e - c o n c r e te  a d d i t i o n  w a s  
t h e  1 8 8 3  o f f i c e r s '  c lu b ,  o p e r a t e d  b y  t h e  p o s t  
t r a d e r ,  w i t h  a d m is s io n  l im i t e d  t o  o f f i c e r s ,  t h e i r  
w iv e s ,  a f e w  h ig h - r a n k in g  c i v i l i a n  e m p lo y e e s ,  
a n d  t h e i r  g u e s ts .  A  w id e  r a n g e  o f  d r i n k s  w e r e  
s e rv e d ,  in c lu d in g  b o t t l e d  a n d  d r a f t  b e e r ,  w h i s -
ke y ,  c h a m p a g n e ,  a le ,  b r a n d y ,  a n d  w in e s .  O c -
c u p y in g  t h e  o t h e r  e n d  o f  t h e  l im e - c o n c r e te  
s t r u c t u r e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o n e  e n d  o f  t h e  s t o n e  
a d d i t i o n ,  w a s  t h e  e n l i s te d  m e n 's  b a r .  A c t u a l l y  
an o p e n  s a lo o n  s e r v i n g  b o t h  c iv i l i a n s  a n d  s o l -
d ie rs ,  i t  w a s  p e rh a p s  t h e  t r a d e r ' s  m o s t  lu c r a t i v e  
b u s in e s s .  O n ly  b e e r  a n d  w in e  w e r e  s e rv e d  h e re ,  
b u t  t h e r e  w a s  a t h r i v i n g  t r a d e  a f t e r  e a c h  o f  t h e  
y e a r 's  s ix  p a y d a y s .

T h e  L i e u t e n a n t  C o lo n e l 's  Q u a r t e r s .  T h is  1 8 8 4  
s t r u c t u r e  w a s  t h e  la s t  a n d  b e s t  t y p e  o f  o f f i c e r s '  
q u a r t e r s  u s e d  a t  F o r t  L a ra m ie .  I t  is f u r n i s h e d  
to  i ts  1 8 8 7  a p p e a r a n c e ,  w h e n  o c c u p ie d  b y  th e  
f a m i l y  o f  L t .  C o l .  A n d r e w  S. B u r t .  A  l ie u te n a n t  
c o lo n e l  r a n k e d  f a i r l y  h ig h  in  t h e  s m a l l  A r m y  
o f  1 8 8 7 ,  a n d  h is  p a y — a b o u t  $ 4 ,0 0 0  a y e a r  — 
p e r m i t t e d  a m o d e  o f  l i fe  in k e e p in g  w i t h  t h is  
s ta tu s .  G o o d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t h r o u g h  m o s t  o f

t h e  W e s t ,  w i t h  a r a i lw a y  o n ly  4 0  m i le s  a w a y  
f r o m  th e  f o r t ,  e n a b le d  m a n y  A r m y  f a m i l ie s  to  
f u r n i s h  t h e i r  q u a r t e r s  in  a t y p i c a l l y  V ic t o r ia n  
m a n n e r .  T h i s  r e s i d e n c e  w a s  le s s  o r n a t e l y  
f u r n i s h e d  t h a n  m o s t ,  d u e  t o  t h e  B u r t s ’ m o r e  
c o n s e r v a t i v e  a n d  d iv e r s e  c u l t u r a l  in t e re s t s .

" O l d  B e d l a m . "  T h e  o ld e s t  s t a n d in g  m i l i t a r y  
s t r u c t u r e  in W y o m in g ,  th is  f o u r - u n i t  a p a r t m e n t  
b u i l d in g  d a te s  f r o m  1 8 4 9 .  T h e  A r m y  a n d  la te r  
o w n e r s  m a d e  m a n y  a l t e r a t i o n s  in  its  a p p e a r -
a n c e ,  b u t  i t  is n o w  r e s t o r e d  t o  t h e  1 8 5 2 - 6 8  
p e r io d .  O r ig i n a l l y  in t e n d e d  as o f f i c e r s '  q u a r t e r s ,  
it  s e rv e d  m a n y  f u n c t i o n s :  P a r t  o f  it  w a s  s o m e -
t im e s  u sed  f o r  o f f i c e s ,  s o m e t im e s  f o r  f a m i l y  
q u a r t e r s ,  a n d  o f t e n  f o r  b a c h e lo r  o f f i c e r s '  a p a r t -
m e n ts .  T h re e  u n i t s  a re  r e f u r n i s h e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  
an i n t e r e s t i n g  s ta g e  in t h e  b u i ld in g 's  h is t o r y .

T h e  b a c h e l o r  o f f i c e r s '  a p a r t m e n t  in  " O l d  
B e d la m "  is f u r n i s h e d  t o  1 8 5 5  a n d  o n c e  h o u s e d  
t h r e e  c o m m is s io n e d  o f f i c e r s  a n d  t h e i r  o r d e r l y .  

T h e  s e n io r  o f f i c e r  used  t h e  f r o n t  r o o m ,  t w o  
o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  s h a re d  t h e  r e a r  r o o m ,  a n d  t h e  
o r d e r l y  o c c u p ie d  a s m a l l  r o o m  o f f  t h e  k i t c h e n .  
F u r n i t u r e  n o t  m a d e  a t  t h e  p o s t  o r  s a lv a g e d  f r o m  
c a s t o f f s  o f  p a s s in g  w a g o n  t r a i n s  w a s  h a u le d  
f r o m  M i s s o u r i  R iv e r  p o r t s  b y  w a g o n  f r e ig h t .

T h e  p o s t  h e a d q u a r te rs  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  o n e  o f  
t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  a p a r t m e n t s  o f  " O ld  B e d la m . "  
I t  is n o w  r e f u r n i s h e d  as t h e  1 8 6 4  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
o f f i c e s .  A t  t h e  f r o n t  is t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  p o s t  
c o m m a n d e r .  B e h in d  i t  is a r o o m  u s e d  f o r  b o a rd  
m e e t in g s ,  c o u r t s - m a r t i a l ,  o f f i c e r s '  c la sse s ,  and ,  
in 1 8 6 4 ,  as  t h e  d in in g  r o o m  f o r  a c o o p e r a t i v e  
o f f i c e r s '  m ess .

T h e  p o s t  c o m m a n d e r 's  q u a r te rs  is a b o v e  th e  
h e a d q u a r t e r s .  In 1 8 6 4  t h e  F o r t  L a ra m ie  g a r r i -
s o n  c o n s is te d  o f  v o l u n t e e r  u n i t s ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  
t h e  1 1 th  O h io  V o lu n t e e r  C a v a l r y ,  c o m m a n d e d  
b y  L t .  C o l .  W i l l i a m  O. C o l l in s ,  w h o  a lso  s e rv e d  as 
p o s t  c o m m a n d e r .  C o lo n e l  C o l l in s  a n d  h is  w i f e  
l iv e d  in th is  a p a r t m e n t .  T h e  p a r lo r ,  b e d r o o m ,  
a n d  l a u n d r y  ro o m  w e r e o n t h i s  f l o o r ,  w h i l e  t h e  
k i t c h e n  w a s  on  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  t o  a c c o m m o d a te  
t h e  c o o p e r a t i v e  o f f i c e r s '  m ess  m a n a g e d  by 
M r s .  C o l l in s .

D o u b le  O f f i c e r s ’ Q u a r t e r s .  T h is  f r a m e  b u i ld in g  
w a s  c o m p le t e d  in  1 8 6 8 .  A l t h o u g h  in te n d e d  as 
a s in g le  p o s t  c o m m a n d e r ' s  q u a r t e r s ,  i t  w a s  
p a r t i t i o n e d  i n t o  t w o  a p a r t m e n t s .  O n e  u n i t  o f  
t h i s  b u i l d in g  is n o w  r e f u r n i s h e d  as a t y p i c a l  
c a p ta in 's  q u a r t e r s  o f  1 8 7 2 ;  t h e  o t h e r  as a p o s t  
s u rg e o n 's  f a m i l y  q u a r t e r s  o f  1 8 8 2 .

T he  capta in 's  quarte rs .  W i t h  th e  c o m in g  o f  
t h e  r a i l r o a d  t o  C h e y e n n e  in 1 8 6 7 ,  t r a n s p o r t a -
t i o n  c o s ts  w e r e  r e d u c e d  s h a rp ly .  A  c a p ta in ,  
w i t h  $ 2 ,0 0 0  o r  m o r e  p a y  in  1 8 7 2 ,  w a s  r e a s o n -
a b ly  w e l l  o f f ,  a n d  t h e  g e n e ra l  im p r o v e m e n t  
in c o n d i t i o n s  led  m a n y  o f f i c e r s  t o  b r i n g  t h e i r  
f a m i l ie s  o u t  t o  l iv e  w i t h  th e m .  T h e s e  q u a r te r s ,  
as n o w  r e s t o r e d ,  r e p r e s e n ts  t h e  m i d p o in t  b e -
tw e e n  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  b a c h e lo r  q u a r t e r s  o f  th e  
1 8 5 0 's  a n d  t h e  m o r e  a d e q u a te  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s  
o f  t h e  1 8 8 0 's .

T he  p o s t  s urgeo n 's  fam i ly  q u a r te rs  t y p i f i e d  
t h e  f u r n i s h in g s  c h o s e n  b y  a f a m i l y  o f  a b o v e -  
a v e ra g e  m e a n s  a f t e r  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v in g  at 
w e s te rn  p o s ts  im p r o v e d .  T h e  s t u d y  s e rv e d  
b o th  as  an o f f i c e  a n d  as a c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  m a n y  
o f f i c ia l  a n d  p e rs o n a l  i n t e re s t s  o f  t h e  p o s t  s u r -
g e o n .  In a d d i t i o n  t o  h is  m e d ic a l  d u t ie s ,  he  k e p t  
th e  p o s t  w e a t h e r  r e c o r d s ,  c o l l e c t e d  a n d  p r e -
p a re d  a v a r i e t y  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  s p e c im e n s ,  and  
s u p p l ie d  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  r e q u e s t  t o  s u c h  i n s t i -
t u t i o n s  as t h e  A r m y  M e d ic a l  M u s e u m  a n d  t h e  
S m i th s o n ia n  I n s t i t u t i o n .
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