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Fossilized horsetails (left) and cattails 

(right) probably grew near ancient Lake 
Florissant or near streams. By contrast, 
fossi l oak tree leaves show that hillsides 

may have been comparatively drier-as 
they are today. 

Fir pollen suggests that cooler con ifer 
forests may have existed on the upper 
slopes of the nearby volcano. The bio­

logically diverse fossils show that the 
· ancient environment was diverse. 

Cattail Horsetail 

ENJOYING THE NATIONAL MONUMENT TODAY 

Today's park landscape features moun­
tain meadows and rolling hills forested 
with ponderosa pine, spruce, fir, and 
aspen. These trees stand in stark con­
trast to petrified giant sequoia stumps 
from the ancient ecosystem these fossil 
beds preserve. And those petrified 
stumps stand in massive contrast to 
the delicate insect and leaf fossils. 

It took 50 years of advocacy by many 
scientists and other people to get the 
fossil beds protected in 1969, in order 

to prevent irreplaceable loss. You can 
help protect this precious nationa l heri­
tage. Do not collect or damage the 
fossils, petrified wood, or other 
natural or historical features. And 
please report any violations you see 
to a park ranger. 

Fossils from Florissant are in over 20 
U.S. and U.K. museums and universit ies. 
Harvard University houses 8,000 fossi l 
insects that paleontologist Samuel 
Scudder found in the late 1800s. T.D.A. 
Cockerell of the University of Colorado, 
Boulder, and Harry MacGinitie, of the 
University of California, Berkeley, lat: r 
studied fossils here. 

Park staff inventoried and photographed 
over 5,000 significant fossi ls at 17 mu­
seums to create a virtual museum and 

research database. To explore it go to 

www.nps.gov/flfo. 

Fossi ls are best seen here in the visitor 
center, in the outdoor exhibit area be­
hind the visitor center, or on the one­
mile Petrified Forest Loop. Get out on 

We are just in this particular little 
time interval, and it seems so 
important to us." 

North 

- Harry D. MacGinitie, 1979 
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ANOTHER CONTINENT 
Like the tsetse fly, the golden rain tree 
(right) no longer lives on the North 
American continent. It now lives only 

in eastern Asia-providing a clue to 
how plants dispersed in t he past. 

the park's 14 miles of trails (get a trail 
brochure at the visitor center). You may 
see an elk, black bear, coyote, badger, 
porcupine, tassel-eared Abert's squir­

rel, golden eagle, red-tailed hawk, or 

mountain lion. The altitude is 8,500 
feet above sea level, so pace yourself, 
drink lots of water, and use sunscreen. 

The wheelchair-accessible Ponderosa 
Loop starts behind the visitor center 
outdoor exhibit area. This ha lf-mile 
walk goes through montane forest. On 
the one-mile Petrified Forest Loop you 
can see a fossil excavation site, the Big 
Stump (38 feet in circumference), and 
other massive stumps. 

Schedules of ranger programs and 
hikes are posted in the visitor center, 

open daily except Thanksgiving, De­
cember 25, and January 1. Exhibits 
there show how fossils form. Find out 
more in books, videos, DVDs, and other 
items sold there. Also check on educa­
tional programs, field seminars, and 
the Junior Ra nger program. 

The 1878 Hornbek Homestead (can you 
find it in the top photo on the other 
side?) recalls pioneer life. Adeline 
Hornbek and her children farmed and 

Golden rain tree fossil, 
Koelreuteria allenii, with 
modern fruit (above). 
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land Park and Colorado Springs east 
of the park. Public and private camp­
grounds are nearby. 

More Information 
Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument 
P.O. Box 185, Florissant, CO 80816 
719-748-3253 or www.nps.gov/flfo 

. Emergencies: Call 911 

ranched here. See their original cabin,.:;,.~·-·~· 

Florissant Fossil Beds National Monu­

ment is one of over 390 parks in the 
National Park System. The National 

Park Service cares for special places 
saved by the American people so that 
all may experience our heritage. To 
learn more about parks and National 
Park Service programs in America's 
communities, visit www.nps.gov. 

and root cellar and three historic build 
ings moved here from local ranches. 

Services are available two miles north 
of the park in the town of Florissant: 
gasoline, restaurants, and convenience 
stores. Lodging is available in Wood- OGP0:2010-357-940/80419 
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