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(A) 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
RESOURCE PROTECTION STAFF 

POLICY FOR DEALING WITH THE NEWS MEDIA 

Release of Information to the Media. The Law Enforcement 
Program will be well se rved if a policy of openness with the 
news media is adopted . The media should be r egarded as 
important allies in achieving law enforcemen t goals. 

Freedom of Information. We are required to be open with the 
media . The First Amendment guarantees Freedom of the Press. 
The Freedom of Information Act requires that information be 
released unless there is good and s pecific reason for with­
holding i t. On the other hand, the Sixth Amendmen t guarantees 
a defendant a right to a fa ir trial, and the Freedom of 
Informat ion Act recognized cer tain exceptions to release of 
information with regard to investigations. 

Names of Defendants . Generally, names of persons arrested 
for mi nor offenses will not be released. The determination 
of whether a news release will be issued about an incident 
or arrest will not be made unilaterally. The decision will 
not be made solely on the basis of public reaction but also on 
criter i a pertaining to the protection of the investigation 
or prosecution or the safety of the enforcement officers 
themselves. 

Withholdin~ Information . Only certain kinds of information 
can be wit held under the Fr eedom of Information Act, as 
amended in 1974. Information may only be withheld if its 
release would: 

A. Interfere with enforcement proceedings; 
B. Deprive a person of a right to a fa ir tria l 

or impartial adjudication; 
C. Constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 

privacy; 
D. Disclose the identity of a confidential source , 

or disc l ose confidential information; 
E. Disclose investigative t echniques ; or, 
F . Endanger the safety of the law enforc ement 

officer. 

Prohibited Statements: The Department of Justice, in its 
regu l a tions, prohibits any statement or information being 
issued for the purpose of influencing the outcome of a 
defendant ' s trial, or if the information may rea son~bly be 
expected t o influence the outcome . 
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Prejudicial Information. These regulations (2R CFR 50.2) 
say that the following types of in formation general ly would 
prejudice a case without serving a law enforcement function: 

A. Observations about character; 
B. Statements attributab l e to a defendant or 

his refusal to make a statement; 
C. Reference to investigative procedures such 

as fingerprinting, ballistics tests, polygraphs; 
D. Statements on the character or credibility of 

witnesses; and, 
E. An opinion as to the defendant's guilt . 

The regulations make an excep tion, however, that these kinds 
of information can be released if the defendant is a fugitive, 
or if the deterffiination is made by high leve l offic ials that 
the information not be prejudicial. 

After Arrest . Generally, the following information can be 
released after arrest: the defendant's name, age, residence, 
substance or text of the charge against him, identity of the 
investigating agency, length and scope of the investigation, 
circumstances immediately surrounding an arrest, including 
time, place, resistance, pursuit, possession and use of 
weapons, and description of seized physical items. 

Questionable Cas~s . The U.S. Attorney's Office should be 
contacted in any matter where the published guidelines do not 
specifically cover the subject matter being considered for 
release. 

Control of Releases. In any investigation where an indictment 
has been obtained and/or an arrest warrant issued, the U.S . 
Attorney ' s Office in the District where the indictment was 
obtained and/or warrant is sued has control of any media re­
leases relative to that particular investigation . 

Content. The purpose of issuing any press release is to inform 
the general public about Federal law enforcement activities . 
No press release may be issued with a view toward influencing 
tne outcome of a future or pending trial. All press releases 
should be factual, concise , and c l ear . Where appropriate, 
the name of the Special Agent-in-Charge (or equivalent), the 
case agent, and the Assistant United States Attorney assigned 
the case should be indicated. All press releases must contain 
the following paragraph (in the following or simi lar language): 

A. "(Name of issuing official) emphasized that the 
indictment contained charges which the Govern-
ment would be required to prove beyond a reasonable 
doubt at the time of trial in order for a convic­
tion to result. 11 
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LAW ENFORCEt1ENT 
NPS- 9 

(B) 

- NATIONAL PARK SERVICE-

PUBLIC INFORMATION AND MEDIA RELATIONS 

Guideline 
Chapter 31 
Page 1 

It is the policy of the National Park Service to provide upon 
request the public and news media representatives with all 
information availab l e concerning l aw enforcement activities 
and incidents. The release of any infor~ation cannot be 
cont ingent upon the credent ial s , purpose, relationship, 
or identi fication of persons reques ting the information . 
The Freedom of Intormation Act, 5 U.S.C., Sec. 552, and 
the Department of the Interior Regu l ations, 43 CFR Sec. 
2.13, are based upon a longs tanding recognition of the people ' s 
right to know what their Government is doing and the results 
of its activities . Genera lly speaking, dis closure of investi­
ga tive records compiled for law enforcement purposes is not 
required by the Freedom of Information Act, but these records 
shall be made available unless such dis c losure would : 

~ • 1. Interfere with enforcement proceedings. 

' 2 . Deprive a person of a right to a fair or 
an impartial adjudication. 

• 3. Constitute an unwarranted invasion of 
persona l privacy. 

• 4. Disclose the identity of a confidential 
source and in a criminal case, contidential 
information furnished only by the confidential 
source. 

~5. Disclose investigative techniques and procedures 
not generally known. 

~ 6. Endanger the life and physical safe ty of l aw 
enforcement personnel. 

I. In order to maintain the prope r balanc e between the right 
of the people to know what their Groverment is doing 
and the n eed for the Service to keep certain law 
enforcement information confidential without acting in 
an arbitrary or capricious manner, information will, 
if desirable and justified, be withheld if the information: 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT 
NPS-9 
Public Information and Media Relations 

Gu ide line 
Chap t er 31 
Page 2 

A. Falls into one of t he above 6 categories 
listed, and 

B. A sound r eason for th e withholding of it exi sts 
beyond the mere meeting of the t echnical criteria 
of one of the categories . 

II. Reports 

A. Must be clearly written, concise, and contain 
tactual informat i on on the incident and its 
investigation. 

B. Must be wri tten carefully to clarify noninvolvement 
by per sons whose reputations would suffer by 
innuendo or projection of incor r ect impress ions 
as to the na ture of the inciden t. 

C. A person request ing information is entitled to 
see the document the in formation is contained 
in or see or r eceive a copy the r eof. Therefore, 
if there is information in the document whi ch 
is to be withheld, it shou ld be covered over 
on the original or deleted from the copy. The 
requestor should be informed that a de l etion 
has been made. 

III . In rel easing informa tion, a distinction must be made 
between non-criminal and criminal ac tions. Protection 
personnel handle both types of cases. In a non-criminal 
case (missing persons, drownings, fa lls, etc . ), incident 
r eports are generally ava ilable, except for: 

A. Names of deceased or serious injured until next of 
kin are notified . 

B. Grisly details not necessary to publ i cize which 
do not a lte r bas i c facts of the incident . 

C. Wh en th e possibility of crimina l action is still 
under investigation and information released 
would hinder the investigation or conflic t with 
other provisions of these guidel ines r elated 
to criminal cases . 

D. Home address and home t elephone number of 
Service personne l. 

E . Data from individual personne l files and/or med ica l 
records of employees . 

4 



LAW ENFORCEMENT 
NPS-9 
Pub l ic Informat ion and Media Relations 

F . Confidential sources of inrormation. 

Guideline 
Chapter 31 
Page 3 

G. Investigative information going beyond 
genera l inciden t r eporting may be withhe l d 
even when an incident is settled if such 
reve lation would expose agency techniques 
provided tha t they are generally not known 
to the public and the disclosure of which 
would raise the reasonable possibility of 
hindering future efforts (i . e ., disclosure 
of backcountry patrol schedules, e tc.). 

H. Requests for information con tained in reports 
of concern to other bureaus or agencies shal l 
be immediately referred to the super intendent. 

I. If a requ ested record was obtained by the 
Service from a person or enti ty outside of 
the Government, the official responsible 
for processing the request shall, when it 
is administratively feasible to do so, seek 
the views of that person or entity on whether 
the record should be r e l eased before making 
a decision on the request. 

IV. Information available to the public in cr iminal cases 

A. General conplaint r ecords g i ving facts of incidents; 
i.e., date, time , place, type of i ncident, circum­
stances, officers dispatched, etc . 

B. Records of lost, stolen , or missing property. 

C. Ar r es t records associated with an incident: 

1. Case numb er, date and time of arrest. 

2 . Na~e, date of birth, color, birthplace, 
occupation, and marital status of persons 
arr ested . 

3. Location of arrest and nature of charge fi l ed. 

4 . Name of comp lainant. 

5. Name of arresting officer . 

6 . Disposition of case if available . 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT 
NPS-9 
Public Information and Media Production 

Guideline 
Chapter 31 
Page 4 

V. Information in criminal cases wh i ch may generally be 
withheld (unless part of a public record or made 
availab l e by court actions) . · 

A. Home address and home telephone number of 
Service personnel . 

B. Information relating to a subject's previous 
arr est record . 

C. Statements, admissions of confessions made by 
subjects following arrest. 

D. Names and addresses of subjects wanted for 
crimes, unless the assis tance of the news 
media is needed in locating suspects. 

E. Names and addresses of witnesses. 

F . Requests fo r information contained in reports 
of concern to other bureaus or agencies shall 
be immedia t e l y referred to the superintendent . 

G. If a requested record was obtained by the Service 
from a person or en tity outside of th e Government, 
the official responsible for processing the request 
shall, when it is administratively feasibl e to do 
so, seek the views of that person or enti ty on 
whether the record should be released before 
makin g a decision on th e request. 

H. Data f rom individual personnel files and/or medical 
records of employees. 

I. Names of informants, undercove r agents, other 
confidential sources of information, or other data 
which could identify them. 

J. Investigative information going beyond genera l 
incident reporting may be withhe l d even when an 
incident is settled if such revelation would 
expose agency techniques provided that they 
are generally no t known to the public and the 
disclosure of which would rais e the reasonable 
possibility of hindering future effor ts. 

K. Names and addresses of victims of sex crimes. 

L. Names of deceased or seriously injured until next 
of kin are noti fied . 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT 
NPS- 9 
Public I nformat i on and Media Re lations 

Guideline 
Chapter 31 
Page 5 

M. Gris l y details not necessary t o publicize which 
do not alter basic facts of the case. 

N. I nformation that could hinde r the investigation 
of a case if re l eased . 

O. Infor mation that cou l d endanger the life or 
physica l safety of law enforcement personnel . 

P. Information that could deprive a person of a 
right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication . 

Q. The address and telephone number of any living 
person . 

R. Whenever a juvenile is charged with an offens e , 
his name shall not be r e leased to the news med ia 
or public. Also, any i nformation concern i ng the 
incident that may identify the juven ile, prejudice 
his hearing , reveal any information relating to 
the proceedings , or any record of the proceedings 
shall not be re l eased t o anyone other than the 
j udge, counsel for the juvenile, and counse l for 
the Government . 

S . Generally, all information contained in an accident 
r eport will be r e leased (including names, addresses, 
and telephone numbers) to any party involved in 
the accident or their r epresentat i ve . Repres en­
tatives of insurance companies are considered 
to be r epresentatives of parties invo l ved in the 
ace id en t. 

VI. While there is no distinction made between the general 
public and representatives of the news media as to criteria 
or r es tr ictions for r e lease of intormation, a distinction 
is appl i cable to the ga thering of informa tion in field 
s i t uations. On the scene at i ncidents, bona f i de 
representatives of the n ews media will be allowed 
access to areas norma l ly and l ega lly restricted to the 
general public as long as such access does not interfere 
with recognized law enforc ement procedures, apprehension 
of s uspects , or the pres e rvation of ev idence . If the 
safety of the media r e presentative would be j eopardized , 
he shou l d be so informed and may be restricted from 
t he scene . If Servi ce personnel would be j eopardized 
by media presence in hazardous areas " due caus e" exists 
to restrict th e media representatives from the area. 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT 
NPS- 9 
Public Information Media Relations 

Guide line 
Chapte r 31 
Page 6 

VII. Prisoners or suspects wi l l not be posed or sta tioned 
for the eurpos e of photographing or t elevising by the 
news media. The news media will not be a llowed to 
inte rview th em unles s it is at the reques t or agree­
ment of th e prisone r or suspect and s uch interv i ew 
does not interfere with the due process of the law, 
delay any proceeding, or crea t e a security or safety 
risk. 

VIII. Each area and/or off i ce should designate personnel re­
s ponsible for handling law enforcement infor ma tiona l 
requests. Such pe rsonnel shall fami l iarize themse l ves 
with revised Part 2, Title 43, Code of Federal Regula­
tions. (See Federal Register, Vol . 40 No. 34 - Wednes ­
day, Februa r y 19, 1974 - 7304 through 73 11. ) Such 
designated personnel should establish c l ose coopera tion 
and liaison with news media in orde r t o communicate 
Service policies and to foster sound working r e l a tions 
in advance of actual situations . Such advance pre para­
tion can only assis t good unde rstandings and aid in 
avoiding frictions on the job. When possibl e , only one 
individual should r e l ease information on any l aw en f or ce­
ment incident . 

I X. Reques t s f or i nforma tion mus t be specific to the extent 
they a r e su ffi c i en t as to i dentify what particu l ar record 
is sought. If such a reques t i s of such a broad category 
or scope that it would pu t an undesirabl e s t ra in on 
e ffi c i ent administrative oper a tions t o fil l, the 
r eques tor s hould be immediate ly ins truc ted to make the 
request in writing to the super intendent (i . e ., all 
accident r eco r ds for a 10-year period, e t c .). In some 
insta nces , the s up erintend en t may f ind it necessary to 
charge f or services of a document search, the making o f 
copies, e t c., as se t forth in Title 43 CFR. 
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(C) 

-U.S . FOREST SERVICE-

TITLE 1600 - INFORMATI ON SERVICES 

CHAPTER 1650 - PRESS, RADIO, AND TELEVISION 

1650 - PRESS, RADIO, AND TELEVISION 
;':- FOrpurposes of this chapter, the term 1 1media 11 applies to all 

non- Government communications activities in print and broad­
cast media. 

1650.2 - Objective. To provide fa c tual and timely information 
on forestry and re l ated programs , activities, and issues to 
the American people through the media . 

1650 . 3 - Policy. It is Forest Service policy to: 

1 . Seek out opportunities to generate media inte r est 
and coverage of programs, projects, and activities of th e 
National Forest System, State and private forestry, and related 
research. 

2. Seek out opportunities to provide factual and time ly 
information to the media on potential or current prob l ems 
and issue s related t o management, protection, and us e of the 
Nation's forests and related r esources . 

3 . Cooperate fully with the media in responding to 
r eques ts for information, and make Forest Service officers, 
including scientists, freely available for interviews, state­
ments, panel discussions, etc . 

1650.4 - Responsibility. 

1650 . 4 1 - Chief. The Chief will deve l op and maintain contacts 
with representatives of the national print, television, and 
radio media, and ei ther respond directly, or coordina te responses, 
to requests from national media representatives. The Chief is 
also responsible for developing and maintaining contacts with 
and responding to the Washington, D. C. , local media and repre­
sentatives of syndicated newspapers , magazines, news services, 
and news l etters and freelance writers based in Washington, D.C . 

.,.•-FSM 8/78 AMEND SJ- ;'• 
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1650.4l a 

TITLE 1600 - INFORMATION SERVICES 

1650 . 4la - National Media Offices . The eastern and western 
National Med ia offices assist the Washington Office in serving 
as f i eld liaison with national media outlets . The National 
Media offices provide assistance and coordination for all 
Regions, Stations, and Areas in generating or servicing r eques ts 
for national media coverage of program or proj ec t ac tivities . 
The Nationa l Media offices do not, however, provide field liaison 
services with representatives of the national media on current 
news subj ects; this responsibility rests e ither wi th Region, 
Area, or Station Offices or wi th the Washington Office , as 
appropriate . 

National Media offices work with motion picture companies; inde­
pendent television and movie producers; rad io and t elevision 
networks; national c irculation newspapers, such as the New 
York Times, Wall Street Journal, and Christian Science Monitor; 
newspape r syndicates; and publishers of national magazines on 
feature stories concerning Forest Service activities. They 
assist motion picture and television production companies 
in select ing film ing loca t ions, and act as coordinators between 
the Forest Service officers and filMing companies. They also 
review and approve films and scripts to ensure that both accura tely 
depict the programs and activities of the Forest Service . Field 
offices shal l notify either of these off i ces when contacted by 
a motion picture or te l evision producer planning to f ilm in a 
National Fores t. Also see FSM 2724 . 15 . 

Pl anning and coordinating of the National Media offices program 
of work are carried out jointly with the Washington Off ice . 

1650.42 - Re i ona l Foresters Station Directors Area Directors 
Forest Su erv i sors, an Di strict Ran ers. These esignates wi 

eve op an maintain ay-to- ay contacts with representat ives of 
*-the media within their designated zones of infuence. Field 

offices will identify story ideas of potential interest to th e 
public, bring them to the attention of the media, and cooperate 
in providins related information. Contacts that occur with 
r epresentatives of national t e l evision or radio networks, 
representatives of national magaz ines, or r epresentatives of 
motion picture producers will be coordinated with the National 
Media offices or the Wash ington Office (FSM 1650.4la). 

;'•-FSM 8 I 7 8 AMEND 53- ;'• 
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1652 . 2 

TITLE 1600 - INFORMATION SERVICES 

•\·-1651 - USE OF MEDI A 

1651 .1 - Print Media. For the purposes of FSM 1651.11 -.13, 
the t e rm "pr int media" includes newspapers, news and wi r e 
syndica t es , news l e tter s, magazines and j ourna l s, book publishe r s, 
free l ance writers, and association pub lica tions and news l et t e r s . 

1651.11 - Press Re l eases . Al l units sha ll issue appropr ia te 
press r eleases to keep the public i nformed of current management 
actions or program development. The is suing unit shou l d send 
copies of r e leases to al l other unit s which may have s i~n i ficant 
interest in, or be affec t ed by, release of the information. 
If the information to be releas ed is likely to have a major 
impact on the policies, programs , or activities of another unit, 
copies of the press release should be s en t to that unit prior 
to release. Regions , Stations, and Areas shall fu rn ish the 
Washington Office with s ix cop i es of each press rel eas e issued . 

Ma jor press re l eases is sued from the Washington Office, Of fi ce 
of Information with Depar t ment implications must be c l eared by 
the Department's Office of Governmental and Public Affairs . 
Other releases limited to Forest Service activities and act i ons 
may be released without Department approval . If policy is 
involved, the re l eases must be approved by th e concerned Deputy 
Chief . 

1651 . 12 - Clipeings. Se l ec ted newspaper, magazine, and trade 
and t echnical JOurnal clippings shall b e sent to the Regions, 
Stat i ons, and Areas for forwarding to the Washington Office . 
Clippings must be curren t, have a broad interest, and deal 
with activities or matters in which the Forest Service is 
concerned. 

1651.13 - Artic l es Produced bt Others . Reprints of articles 
in non-Federal Government pub i ca tion s may be purchased for 
use in answerin~ correspondence or for distribution to field 
units . Two copies of reprints purchased by f i eld un its should 
be sent to the Washington Office, Office of Information. 

1652 . 2 - Television and Radio 

.. ,._._ F SN 8 I 7 8 AME ND 5 3-;'; 
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1652.21 

TITLE 1600 - INFORMATION SERVICES 

1652.21 - Appearances and Interviews . Forest Service employees 
are encouraged to take part in radio or television interviews 
and other ~rograms . Field units should seek out and encourage 
opportunities for radio and television appearances that could 
be us e ful in gaining gr eater public awareness and understanding 
of r esource management policies, programs or actions; significant 
ongoin~ r e search programs or si gnificant research r esults; and 
potential problems or current issues affecting natural resource 
rnana,gemen t. 

Forest Service emp loyees shall not endorse a product, direc tly 
or indirectly, nor take par t in a program that could l ead the 
public to believe that a sponsor had given air time to the 
Forest Servi ce in exchange for special consideration . 

1652.22 - Presenting Story Ideas 

1652.22a - Target Audience . To de t e rmine what is a potential 
story tor a particular type of program, it is es sential to 
select the type of t e l evision or radio program desired, as well 
as to identify the target audience. Othe rwi se, it may be turned 
down by the television or radio s tation . Some examp l es of 

*- program types aimed at spec ific audiences are newscasts, l oca l 
talk shows, current is sues , c i vic inte r ests, homes, ga rdenin g , 
and outdoor r ecrea tion news. 

1652. 22 b - Materials. There are several different fo rmats for 
t e levision and radio programs. Some exampl es are talk shows, 
interviews, public service, panel discussions, and news s hows . 
Each of these usua lly has different r equirements for story 
l en g th and the use of film c l ips , audio tapes, slides, charts , 
e tc . Story l eng th and audio or visual materials must be 
spec ifically targe ted t o meet spec ific format needs. 

1652.22c - Contacts. As mentioned in FSM 1652 .22a and .22b, 
the re are a numbe r of different types of tel ev ision and radio 
progr ams. Usually a specific individual at a station has 
r es ponsibility for only one or two types at most . This may not 
be true at sta tions in small communiti es . It is important to 
know the contact for each type of program , and it i s best to 
dea l directly with the program manager responsible for the 
program of interes t. 

~·'-FSM 8/ 78 AMEND 53-~'' 

12 



(D) 

-TENN. VALLEY AUTHORITY­

MEDIA RELATIONS 

Departmen t Policy For U.S . TVA's Land Between The Lakes (LBL ) Patrol 

The deparmtne t r e cogniz es that law enforcement matters in 
gen~ral are matters of ~ublic inte r est a~d c?ncern .. The news. 
media r epresent s th e primary means by whi ch information relative 
to such ma t ters is disseminated to the pub l i c . It shall be 
the policy of the LBL Patrol to permit the f ree- flow o f 
inforraation to the media relative to of f i c ial administrative 
and criminal proceedings of the department. I t i s important 
that such in fo rmation does not jeopa rdize e ither the rights 
of any ind i vidual or the prosecution of any crimina l case. 

Media Re l ations: Legal Guide l ines 

ln releasing information regarding the oc cu r r ence of a crime -
who, what, when, wh ere, why, and how - l aw enforc ement agencies 
should solic it the cooperation of the news med i a in 3voiding 
pre- judicial pre-trial publicity. Just a s i mportant is our 
responsibility to accurate ly and f a irly r e por t the occ·trrence 
of crime . To tha t purpose, it is ne cessar y t hat the LBL 
Patrol, in cooperating fully with the news media, al all times, 
obser ve and comply with two fundamental l ega l guidelines, as 
de rived f rom the Constitution of t he Un i ted States. Any 
information rel eas ed in r egard t o any phase of a criminal 
investigation or proceeding mu s t be in accordance with the 
f ollmving provisi ons : - -

1. The first amendment of the Constitut i on which guarantees 
the right to f r ee speech, a f ree press, and th e importance 
of the public ' s right to know wha t t he i r poli ce depart­
ments and the courts a r e doing. 

2 . The s ixth amendment of the Cons titution which gua r antees 
the right t o a fair tria l, f r ee o f pub lic pressure or a 
jury biased by news hea rd or r ead that a person is guilty . 

Media Re lations: Con t rol Provi s ions - General 

Maintaining pos itive media r e lations in general shall be 
accomplished th r ough ob servance o f the followin g p1ovisions: 

1 . In al l criminal matter s , a 10emb e r o f LBL Patrol directly 
involved and with accurate information pertain ins thereto 
sha l l be authorized to give facts r e l ative to said criminal 
matter, so l on g as the aforementioned l egal guidelines are 
obs e rved . 

2 . In a ll admini stra tive ma t ters, a memb e r of LBL Patrol wil l 
adv ise members of the news media tha t i nformation perta ining 
thereto may be obtained from the LBL Pub l ic Services Super­
visor and/or th e Chief of Pa tro l or an a ppointed representative. 
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3. A member of the LBL Patrol must exerc is e corrunon sense and 
discretion to avoid rendering statements which, if late r 
quoted, may create misunderstanding or r e porting inaccurac ies. 

4 . A member of the LBL Patrol sha ll not g ive preferential 
trea tment to any r epresentative oTt:he news media. 

Media Relations : Photography 

A member of LBL Patrol will not prevent the photographing of 
any de fendant in a public place. It is important that a 
memb e r will neither encourage nor discourage pictures or tele­
vising ; however, he must not pose the accused . 

Media Relations: Releasing Names of Persons Killed or I n jured 

1. An LBL Patrol member will f irst obtain ident ification o f 
the deceased and then cause notification of the next of 
kin of a deceased victim of a criminal act or a cc ident 
prior t o releasing the name and addre ss t o the news 
med ia. 

2. An LBL Patrol member will first caus e notifi cat ion of the 
next o f kin of a living and ser i ous l y inj ured victim of a 
cr i mina l act or acc ident before releasing th e name and 
addr ess to the news media . 

Med ia Relations: Permitting Med ia Representatives on th e Scene 

1 . In the event of a major crime, incQden t or disaster, where­
in official barriers are es tablished f or crowd control and/ 
or t o preserve evidenc e , a member o f LBL Patrol, upon 
authorization from a higher authority, may allow members of 
the news media to enter th e area. This will depend upon 
the tactical situation, or th e like lihood of jeopard i z ing 
patr o l operations relating to inves tiga tion and collec ting 
evidence . 

2. A membe r of LBL Patrol shall not al l ow members of the news 
media to be within a crime scene or area that has been 
secured to pres erve evidence , or any loca tion where the ir 
presence j eopardizes LBL Patrol operations . 

Media Re lations: News Representat i ves No t Exempt fr om the Law 

The primary responsibility of the news media i s t o ga the r infor­
mation and photography at any newsworthy event , and a member of 
LBL Patrol mu st not unnecessarily obstruct authorized media 
r e presenta tives from carrying out the ir assignments . LBL Patro l 
members r ecogniz e , however, that such news r epresentatives a r e 
not exemp t from law enforc ed by the LBL Patrol. 
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(E) 
U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

REFUGE MANUAL 

PUBLIC USE MANAGEMENT 8 RM 14.24 

14. Law Enforcement 

14.24 Pr i vac Act as r e lated to law enforcement matters. No 
pu icity regar in$ t e names and a resses of persons 
apprehended vio l ating Fede ral or Stat e game laws should 
be g ive n ou t except where the offender has been arrested 
and arra i gned before a United Sta t es Magist r a t e or th e 
case against him has been finall y dispos ed of in a 
Federal or State Court. 

As a genera l rule, the Serv i ce makes no comment on 
pending cases . The followin g statement may be used 
to express Service policy : "In accordance with existing 
law and policy it i s not the practice of th e U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service t o discuss publicly any 
pending cr iminal or civi l investiga tion. The U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service consider s it improper 
for an invest i gat i ve body to engage in publi c disclosure 
of such matters because of the possibility of irreparabl e 
damage to an individua l who may be c l eared as a r e sult 
of an investigation or the preducial affect on any 
prosecu tion tha t may result . " 

Where practical, inquirires should be r eferred to the 
appropriate U. S. Attorney han dling th e case for the 
Se r vice . 

At no time should r efuge personnel furnish any stateuent 
or information for the purpo se of influencing the outcome 
of a trial. 
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