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GLO3SARY OF TECHNICAL TERMS
Ars (Argent) - The silver or white coler of armorial bearings.
- Blue, represénted in engraving by paryallel horizental
1inek, ‘
- An ordinary drawn dlagonally across the shisld from dexter
of to sinlster base,
 ChiRL - The upper part of the shield or a dharge £111ing that space.

Counterfiony « charged with ﬂews; divided parb shows on either
slde,

@m =~ Running poaltion.
m Placed on the aide of a shield toward the marer's right

w%g The surface, usually shield shiped, tpon which the
bearings are charged: ~ herildic shield,

W - The shield on which a man ¢arries the amus
8 wife, 1f she is an heiress, borns inside of hie ewn.
Guard, (Gardgnt) - Leold.ng with the full face toward the spectator,

Mgg,‘z)&« The tincturs red; in a blazon without color indicatad
by vertl ;&rs.ilel lines.

Impgle {ewpale) ~ To place (two coats of arms) side by =ide on one
sscutchecn, .

grt(ht. = gold or ;rellow shown as a white surface powdered aﬁ.th
OUSe

Q;Q;M « A charge or bearing of simple form and in constant use,
ae the bend, cheveron, ghisf, cross, fesge, pall and galtier.

Pils ~ An ordinary consisting of a vertical band through the middle
of the shiuld, pecupying one-third of its width,

Paseant - Walking and Iooking toward the dexter, with the dexter
fore paw Taised,



Rumpsnt, ~ standing on the sinister hind leg, with both fore legs
“elevated, the dexter sbove the sinister, snd the hesd in profile,

caltire « m'ordir‘;ary formed by the combination of a bend and a band
ginister, ‘ ’

Seltire-Wise - Arranged &r 'di.vided pe.f saltire,
m - Strewn or scattered cvéz‘»with small bearings,

¢« noting the side of the shield at the left of thw wearer
and the right of the thserver,

Trefgsure ~ An ornpmental circle surrounding the main design.



I. The Beal of the City of New Amsterdam

The seal of the Cily of New Amsterdsm was adopted in 1654,
Befors the adoption ofithls seal, the ¢ity used for all ite
transactions the sesl of the Province of New Neihi:ﬁ'lmd.l The
purpose of the new aeal m te pcﬂrmi,t"bﬁc officials of the ¢ity
Ysseto sxmeute trangporte and desds of conveyanses of houses and
lots sold within that Qity and ite liberties, and likewlss
mrtgagu,u."z |

Since New Amaterdam wais namad after the City of Asisterdan in
Holland, it sesmed nstural that for its first seal something
rémindscent of the mother ¢ty should be ingludeds Therefore, the
soal of 1654 adopted the three ‘ﬂ!ﬁtc’ crosses of the cokt of amms
of Amsterdam,” The peal consisted of a |

« » o shield charged with & pals or verticsl

band in the center, upon which ire arranged in

& vertlcal row the thrn saltire crosees which
appear in thecarms of the mother city. On esch
sdde of the pale is a narrow vertiocsl band whigh
does not appear in the arma of Amsterdam, The
crest of the new &rms is A beaver, taken from the
sodl of New Natherland, Above the crest sre a
mantle and & small escubtchson bearing the monogram

Gsmu smﬁinz for WW
QMMMMM

Below
tho coatue:‘»ama is the legend gigl gtelodamanais
, mearing Yseal of Amstardm in New
Belglum’ ox Nabhqumd). The whole is surrounded
by i wreath,
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II. The Sesls of the City of New Yerk

In 1664, the English captured and cocupied New Netherland,

' Five years later the Duke of York granted to the eity its first
seal under the ingush. He appointed two seals on Jul‘y /L, 1669
ons for th,éroﬁnu and the other for the dty;5 The dasign for
this seal is nob definitely known, Edward B&ymn Hall presents
Ma opirfen of what this seal looked like in an artidls in Joim
B. Finats book, The 54 Flgg of the City of New ¥

" the beaver, whish appesrsd in the seal of New
Austerdam, also appearsin the sesl of 1686, it
pedms yeasonable to infer that it was ineluded
in the intermediate seal of 16693 and if the
Bnglish sesl of 1669 represented the symbol of
commodity upon which the Dutch commerte wes
principally founded, it seems likely that it also
included the ¢iblema of the industry which was the
foundation of thelr own prosperity, namely, the
windmill and flour barrels, . If the seal had a
orest, it would bs natural that a dugal coronet
shguld surmount the arma of the Duke of York's own
city, as it formed the crest of the arms of the
provineial seal of the same yexrs In other words,
it would not be surprising if the city sesl of -
1669 was similar £6 the amsll seal which wes in
use in 1687, . . § but this is parely conjesture,
and mst so remein until an authentic description
or impression of the ssal of 1669 can be found,

Edvard Seymour Wilde in ils The Civio Angeptry of New Yor
City and Styte fesls that the seal of 1669 was the same as the
snall seal of 1686, more of which will be said later, In his

-



description of the Paulding Collection of seals he stabes that
Ne, 5 of tils collection is Mthe Mayorts Seal (N.Y. City-1701),%
which accemparded the provinetal ssel in 1669, (Tilustration #1)

In 1674, the Duks of York iesued & warrant to Governor Edmumnd
Andres to use the two ssals of the Frovost sxd Corporation of New
York fer public ;ct,scgr This werrant seams to infer that the city's
seal wan placed in the goverriorfs custody. The use of the same
seal by both the ci'bﬁ? and the provings apmrehtly d4d not work well
for we find, in answer to a Tequest b;f Governor Andros in 1675,
the Dukas of York approving & geal i'er the Sity of New York, The
Dukte of York falt that "it is well that you have ye cther Sesle

. for ye Frovines,"? No other information on this seal could be found,

but it is believed that the senl of 1669 was returned to the city's
cugtody. ’

In 1683, the r‘cmmnn Councll, presented & petition to the
vaemi::r‘ in which it reguested that the city have jJust cne seal to
sarve for all officlal pm'posqs;l,e | The request wis Tinally granted
in the Dongart Clarter of 1686, whioh provided thet tha M..0ity of
Ncw Yorke and their Buccssaors Shall a.nd may for wver heréifter hive
ons Common Seal ‘Bc Serve for the Su;l_mg of 411 and singular their f
Affaivs & Businesses touching or COnc':irning the said Cerporation.® -
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This seal was the first adopted by the city itself pursuant

to the charter. Thqrﬁ is no m’cim of 1t in the dkcuments
pressrved 1n Bagland and none in the minutes of the Dongan éouncih
Further preof that the seal wes made in Hew York Gity can ba seen
in 1¢s rude design and c;uttin_g;l's & seal eut in My would have
been more Yefined and detalled. Thére is an illustration of this
seal $n the first.volume of the Mimbteg of the Common Counall, The
accompaiing description to this illustration states that ihs sea].
-m granted by James IT to the city 8 few months after hcl Hdconded
the Znglish “bhrona‘.u‘ Ko evidence s glven to support thia state~ |

ment, howsver,
The seal has bean described in Pine's book as follows:

+2+0val in shape, measuring 2 3/16 inches in length
1 7/8 inches in width, In the center is a shield

. charged saltire~wise with the salls of & windmill,
Retwaén the sails in chief is a bsaver; in ths
corresponding position in base a beaver; and betwesén
the siils on each flark a flour barrel., The daxter
supporter 1s 8 sailer, resting his lefi hand upon
theé shield. His right hand holds a oross-staff
which extends above his right shoulder and from the
same hand depends & lead-line. The sinister supporter
is an Indian, wearing a head-dress of many feathers,
his right hand resting upon the shield, his left
holding by the mlddle a one-~piecs bow the lewer snd
of which rests ypon the ground, The aupporterqétan&
upon 8 horigontal branch, which miy bs laurel, and
beneath which is the date 1686, The crest is & ducsl
‘coronet. Upon & ribbon surrounding the lower part of
the coat~of-arms is the legend: 13 Clvitat:



The windmlll, as used in the sesl of 1686, was not unique,
The coxt of arms of the Van Cortlandt family contained the sails
of & windmll, Van Cortlandt, himself, was one of the leading
citigens of the clty under both the English and Dutch flags,
It is possible that the use of the windmlll may have been suggested
by his coat of arms, Ancther inf¥uence on the design could have
bean the natural association one makes bstween Holland and the
windnd1l, Holland, however, was not the only country to use
windmills. They were elsc ommon in England as well &s in New
York during both the Dutch and Bnglish pmoaa}"’ ‘
The i’lcur barrels represent one ef the most important
industries in New York during the early period of British
oocupation. Seon alter the British arrived, the Clty of New York
was grambed the sxclusive right to bolt flour within the Province, !

The Indian, as the first inhabitant of New York, naturally
duserved £o bé included in the design of the city's sesl, He is
geploted in this seal with a head-dress of msy feathers, which
was similar to the.war bonnst of the plsins Indians, and also a
om:-pd.ec,c bow, which is technically calltd a selfebow, '8

‘rhero are two versions of what the dexter supporter waz. One
group took the position that it was ancther ’Indim, while another
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group felt that it was a sailor, Dr. E.B. 07Callaghan in The

Higtory o s State of New York says that the

Supporters [ wers./ two. Indlen Ohiefs proper;
the one on the dexter side holds & warclub in
his right hand the one on the sinlster holds
in his Left hand & bow, In the dexter cornar
over the Indiants head is & cross patriarchal,
as emblamatic of the Gospel to which he is

-subjects 19 _

In Pinets book, it is stated that the dexter supporter was
a sailor., In spedaking about OtCallaghents descripiion, Hall says

that

Whari ong sees the naked, manildn-like figurs of
the dexter supporter reprssented in the woodeub
accompanying 0'Callaghants description, he is not
surprised ab this misreading of the device, In
the original seal, the figurgls a very decently
clothed sallor, wearing knee-breeches. The object
in his right hand is not a warclub but a lesdline
for scunding the depth of the water; and ths
doyble-~cross above him 13 not a patriarchsl cross
but a cross-staff, & navigatinginstrument, In the

- patrisrchal oroes, the upper crosspiece is shortar

than the lower, while in the seal the wppsr is
longer than the lowsr, The Art Commlssion Associebes
also recaived the suggestion that the oross was bhe
eblem of the Society for the Propsgation of the Gospel
in Forelgn Parts, but upon inquiry in New York and
Londeon, it was learned that the Soclety never used
such an emblem, In the technical deseription of
navigating instruments in Capt. John Davis's w_’%
sta, 1607 reprinted in volums 5% of the publieationsg
of the Eakluyt Soolety, the double cross-stalf is
1llustrated as iti-appears in the seal, with the longer

. crossplece (transom or transversary) farthest awey from
" the eyd, 20 .
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Other writers have also adopbécl O'Callzghan{s view, | Mrs,
Schuyler Jan Rensselaer states thatfone of the Indtan eupporters
and the cross that arched over him were replaced at & later date
with the figure of a “su_ilor.zl

The crést of the seal of 1686 was a'ducsl coronet. The use
of the ducal coronet jnstasd of the imperial ﬁrom mAY sedin
surprising, since the Duke of York ascended the throne as James II
in 1685, At s lster date; which is not knows the orest was
changed to a royal orown, "Bhowing the distinguishing arches
riasing from the circlst and supporting the orb and cross,”

Tha change was made at least as early s 1701, for an |
impression of the seal with the royal crown bay be sesn at The

- New-York Historical Society onfdocument dated Octobsr 1, 1701.%2
(Ses illustration #171)) ‘

‘Ag ¥lll be sewn later, thnrb Fﬁs a definite :changa in the
provinclal seal in 1689/1690, Iieutenant Covernor Jacch Leisler
in a letter to the Duke of Sdiabur& stateéd that he altersd the
prévincial seal by changing the crext and placing the royal crown
in place of the ducal coronet, It might have been pogeible that
 the same change was nede in the city's seal ab this timuzs
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The dite und on the aedl was the ;;ity. of its ﬁdbﬁcion
~-that is, 1686, ’i‘lﬁa date was used until a mmber of years
after the Revolution when 1t wes finally dropped, becauss it
ceaxed to have any special slanificance, < "

The name of New York, which appears in the latin form in \
the legend of the seal, was derived from the Duke of York, >

Beavers ﬁ;um been used on 411 the seals of New York, from
the provincial seal of 1623 to the prcsont-day seal, '_ih WS
natural that they shwld have basn selected :l;or the s»l since
the establishmant Qf-thﬁ fur tndi Was the reason for the
atttlmmt' of New N.t_hurla.nd;% |

'Ihc slemante of the-zesl, ‘as described :tbén, weres not msant
% be permsnent, The Dongan Chartg_:" gave the ¥, ., , Mayor Aldermen
& Commonality of the Said Citty of New Yorke and their meatasoﬁ
«s they Shall Ses Causs to bresks, Chavgs, Alter and New Make
their Said Comion Seal, when and as often as to them itt Shell
Seen Convarlent, o %7 the city officials nmfwér really
axoroloed thelr right of rensking Yhis seal, The existing seel
of the Gity of New Tork is essentislly the seme seil as Lhet
of 1686, Thers have been, howsvar, s mmber of minor changes
in the sesl. For example, the legend was changed and the royel
erown was replaced by an eagle rising from a deml-jglobs, & design
taken from the arms ef the Sttt; of New York, . The “shapc of the

, 8
shield was alse changed alter the Revolution.
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Thers was alse in existence at this time a amller seal
than the one described above. Thia one, like the ssal of 1686,
bad & ducal coronst and was round, about 1 3/16 inches in diameter,
On & shield ware the windmill, besvers and barrels as in the
larger seal, Above the shield was the ducal corenet, and
on each side wes a scroll-like mmbling. It had no legend
or motto. 'T;‘m'a Qllrlilsf- impression éi’ this seal was dated
Septenber 8, 16'8'7; It is not known when and under what clreum—
stances this seal came into wxiatence, Howsver, thers ls
definite svidence that two seala wers both recognized as official
instrumnté, A excerpt imni the Mimites of the Common Council
for April 2&, 1691 shites that the "Hayor Recdeue for hias fees mix
Shillings for Enery Great Seale and three Blﬁllinga for & Sma.ll
Seale," n 0 Further evidence that mors than one seal sxisted can
be deduced from an official document of 1689 in which reference
is made to the md.at-anco of moré than one sexl. 3

The sul remgingd unchanged until after the Revolution,
IIT. The Seals of the City of Hew Fork Under the Repsblic

The British evacuated New York on November 25, 1783.>% Om
the following March 16, 1784 the Commn Council passed an
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ordinange entitled "A Law for altering and directing the uses
of the public Sseles of this CLty vee A Hew Seal was
adopted for the city on September 1, 1784, - The seal of the
City of New York has besn deacribed ”—‘

shield bedring the windmill, beavers and
flour barrals; the dexter supporter a
séllor in long trousers holding a lead

Line; the sinlster supporter an Indian with
Lull featherad headdresy, holding a double-
curved bow (which the Algon@ﬁ.n Indians did
not use); the crest, a flying sagle rising
t-o thﬁ dcxtorg th& d&tc 1686; and the :L.gmd

" shield, is = apray or branch bearing some -

-nd of flower oY fruit, The cross-stn.fi’ is

“omitted over the sailor, 3k
The eagle and the hemisphers used in thia sedl :yiér; talen from
" the cost of ayms of the Stibte of New York for 1777.5° (See

11lustration #1(3))

IVs The Seals of the Province of New Netherland
The #xact date that New Netherland wis officlally constituted

a province is not kmown. One vimw is presented by O'Callaghan.
"He accepts as evidence a atatement by Adrian Van der Donck that
New Netherland wae nonsﬁi‘hutgd & province in 1623,'; and that it was
feplled & vaihc‘o becauss 1t was iﬁoaﬁﬁ, by ﬁhoﬂ;g High
m;;htineauu, with the Arma 6;& an _E,arl."%. As further proof,
0'Callaghan tekes reference to an impression of & ssal in the
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Offlice of the Secretary of State,7 Van Rensselasr sesms aleo

to have adopted this view, She states that "In 1623 the b&toh

provines wks born,m

1N, Phalps Stokes, in his Iegnography of Manhattan Island,
camot find the impression of the seal mentioned by 0tCallaghan,
He atates that "It 1s evident that an impression of & seal on
& late dosumeitt of tfi{: Dutch pardod wes used for this plate, and
that the date 1623 was assumed here. . . 39 However, there |
could have besn &n impression of this seal in the Stats Iibrary
at Albeny, which might hkve bean destroyed by the fire in 1911,
There 18 & photograph in Wilde's work of the sesl of New Netherland
taken before the tire. He doss not date it, howsver.’® Tnis
impreseion of the sel could be the one referred to by 6/;Cu11a.ghm.

" K weal @s firally adopted, This official seal has been
described &s & '

' ghield upon which, *in bend,* - 1o use an
heraldic term meaning 'dimgonally,? - is
fepresented & basver, surrounded by what
appedrs Lo be & string of wampums The crest
{8 & count¥s doronet batween single stars, the
provints having the swmorisl rights otwouv‘&ship.
Around the shisld is the legend |
neaning sesl of New Belgium! (or New Nether:.

The whole ia surrvunded by & wreath, 41

Tt should be ricted that the beaver has been represented on
wvery sesl of the city, The use of the bsaver begin with the

-
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first provincial seel of New Netherland, and contimued to be
vasd in the sesl of !h; Amsterdam and all the ssals of the
Gity of New ‘I_brk down to the present, From the beginning, the
Mor répresented the shief gommodity wpon which the érig‘inll
commerce of New Netherland d.nd New Amsterdsm was founded, The
beaver skin, like wampum, was alsq'uubd in theé Dutch and
early English periods ks monsy, a Vheavert in 1658 being ’
rackered &s 16 gullders and 3 thalf Deaver? in 1658 as 18 guiidcrs-.hz

This mexl. was ussd as the Qfﬁd'al seal of the ?xjevince

of New Netherland until 1664, when futch rule came to an end,
and as the seal of New Ansterden until 1654, when the city

- was granted ita own ml_gl‘g

Vv, The Seals of the Provinee of New York

In 1669, the Duke of York gravted to New York two meals ~—
one for the province and the other for the ¢ity. The provinoidl
sedl conxisted of a |

o + « $opy of the Royal aims of the Houss of
Btuart which Burke / Bnecyclopedia of Hsr&ldry]
thus deésoribes - Quarterly, first and fourth,
France and England quarterly; second, or, &
lion rampant, within a double trsssure, flory
counter flory, gus Scoblandi third; az. & harp,
or, atxﬁ.ngod, ar, Ireland, &tgb HONL. 8OIT. QUI«
MAL, Y PENZX, Legend, SIGILL. PROVINE NGVI, EBORAC.
\ & Corenet composed of crosses and fleir de
& 8,‘ \d-thm q-mhc E ) .llll-
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A new sesl wes authoriged for the province in 1686, A
contsxporary document described the seal as being

o o ¢ SNgraven on the one side with Our Royal
Wrigles on Horsback in Arms over a Landskip

of Land & Ses, with & Rising Bun and & Sorole
asontelining this Motto, Alysa ot Idem, And our
Titles round the clrcumference of the said Sul;
There baing alsoe engréven on the cther side Our

Royal Arms with the Garter, (rown, Supporters &
ﬁat’co iﬁth this Inacripbﬁ.on raund e Circum!ermn

3] Vinclae . Novl Eboracd

No impression of this seal exista today, and si¢ later provincial
sead, umed this design. However, the State of New York adepted
part of this design for the first seal of the state in 1777,

. In 1688, two years after thepprovincial seal was suthoriged,
the Provines of New York was include@ in the Dominion of New
England, Therefors the ",..Seal appointed for the said colony

_of New BEngland be hencqforbh made uas of for all that our

Tarritory and Dominton in ite largest extent & boundwlcs afore~
mantiched; and that the Seal for our Provines of New York be
forthwith broken and defaced,..® 40

~ The Neéw England seal which superseded the New York sesl set
a pr?cod‘ent for all the ﬁ\’our; seals of the Province of New Yok,
The following description of the New England seal was to be
repested; with the exception cf._a(i‘ew changes, for the next 89 yearst
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- -gngraven on the one side with His Majesty's
€riigien standing under & cancpy, robed in his
royal vestments and ¢rowned, with a sceptre in the
leTt hand, the right hand being extended towards &
Englishman and an Indian, both kneeling; theone

.presenting the frults of the country, and the other
a seroll, and over thelr heads a cherubim holding.
another scroll; with this motto - Nunquam ldbertas
geatior extst, with his Majeaty's titles around
the ciréunferance; thers being on the other side
the Kingts Arms with the Garter, crown, supporters,
and ﬁt.to ; and this insoription roung the-circumference:

Trip sesl, 1iks the provincisl seal of 166, was not destined
to haveh Jong 1ife, because in 1689 a rebellicn pocurred im New York,
and the loesl government, which was supported by James IX, was dipoaéd;
Jacob Lelsler, who headed the rebellion, assumed ths title of Ii;i;tmt
Governor of the Provincs, In s letber written to the $iahop of Salisbury,
he mentions that he ”a.dnntﬁrccf to make & m 3@1.@ for the province,

- altering the Thike of Yorkts coronet, and placing the Crowne of England

in its St“-dc“i_‘:eA

With the establichnant of the goverrment of William end Nary
in Englend, a new séal was suthorissd _:_Ln.3.691 for the province, “Phe
warrant. for this seal was not sent te I;e:!.zler,» but to Slaughter, the
new governors The seal was for “ ’ -

++sthe use of our Provincs of New Yorks and
the Territories dépending thereon in America, the
same / seal_/ belng Bngraven on the one side with
our Royal Kffegies, and Two Indians kneeling &
offaring preseuts unto Us, with our Roysl Titles
round the circumference of the sald Seal, and on
the other side with our royal Armes, with the
Garter, Crown, Supporters and Motto, und this
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Insoription round the circumference. BIGILI-UH
PROVINCIAE NOSTRAE NOVI EBORACI IN AMERICA, which
sald Seal, We do hersby authorige & direct to be
used in the sesll . Patents and publick Grants
. of Tands and all 1ick Acts and Instruments which
shall be mede and passad in our name and for our
Service within our said Province and the Territories
depanding thereson and that it be to all intents and
purposes of the same force and Vﬂid:i.ty, as my
formar Seal within our Province, or as any other
. Seal Wwithin our Province, or 8s any other Seal
whatzosver appointed for the use of any of our
Plantations in Amerdicas 4 o o49
The royal effigied on the seal wers thoss of King Willtan and Quesn
Mary, the new monarchs. The presants offered by the Indlans wers
2 1oll of wempum and & beaver skijf. 7The titles areund the
circumference were PGVLIRIMVS IIX. BT MARIA. IX. DE. GHA. MAG,
BRIT. FEAN, HIB. REX ET REGINA FID. DEF.® The reyal arms
wer'e th%m a5 those on the Btuart seal, with the additien ot
an ¢sgutcheon of protmn contaiming & lion ramant for the arms

of Bassau of which house King Williem was a mt‘nbﬁr.ﬁ 0

Normelly with the death of srruling monarch, 3 new seal

was delivered., It was for this reason, after the death of Quun
Mary (1694), that Lord Bellomont wrots to Thomas Weaver, the
S8 for the province in London, requesting him to solicit a
new ssal for the provincc.sl There is no answer recorded to this
request, ﬁamer, in 1705, thres years after the death of King;
Willlam, Lerd Cornbury, the Governor of the Provirice, recelved &
warrant for & new seal, Thls aeal now of Queen Anns was
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engraven on the one side with our Royal Effegles,
and two Indiany knseling and Offering presents
unto us, with our.Royal Titles round the ciroum-
ference of the said ssal, and on the other =ide
with our Roysl arms, with the Garter, Grown,
supporters and motie, and this inseription reund
the clrcumference "Sigillum provinciaw nostras
novl Eoorscd in America,..Y 52

T A naw sekl was raqlﬁ.rcd shortly after the receipt eof the meal
of 1705, becaune of the wdon betwsen England and Scotland in 1'?06;
This second meel of the relgn of Quean Amne was received in 1710,
The new seal 1s desoribed as followsy '

The Quesnts effigy, the Indlans with the Royal
titles, are the sume as on the first seal on the
reverse, the Royal arms, now changed in con-
sequente of the Uniony on the first &nd fourth
quarters, England impales Scotland; on the second
ara the 1ilies of France; an the third the Harp -
for Ireland, end the former Motto, i
Around the sircumfeysnce is the Inszriptien
SIGILLVM, PROVINCIAR, NOSTRAE. KBOBACI, IN.
AMERICA. 53

Queon Anne died in 1714, but 1t was not until 1717 that a
varrant for a new gepl was signed by King Gsorge I, The new -
seal was Tecelved in 1718, and was described as followss

On the one alde wre, thie effigy of his Majesty,
two Indians offering presents; and around the
circumference the royel titles ~ GECRGIVS: DGe .
- MAG. BRIT. FRAN, ET. HIB. REX, BRVN. ET. LVN, OVX.
R SA’ RO: IH& ARC, TIES- H’. PRIN.‘ w On tha
reverse, Lhe royal arms, Gaxter, Crown; Supporters
and Motto, and this inscription, SIGILLVM. PROVINCIAK.
NOSTRAE. NOVI. EBORACL, IN. AMERICA« The "Swmpe
Eaden” of the list seal 1s replaced by ﬁfx__g_@ :
b3 on the sscutcheon we have, first, the arms of
nd empeling those of Scotlend; sedond Frances third
Ireland; fourth gu. two lions passant guard. in pale
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or, for Brunswlck; impaling, or, aemée of hearts
g4, & llon remps as. for Lunenburgh, on a point
in gus & horsy sourant ap, for Saxenyj on the
centre of the fourth uartsr an escubchiecn gu.
chaigéd with the Crown of Charlemégne, or, as
Avch-treasurar of the Holy Roman Buwpire. 54

A new sésl was delivered te Governor Montgomerie in 1730,
thrés yasars after the death of Gsorge I and the ccesalon of
George I1, Thiz seal, as desoribed by OtCallaghan, was more
artistie than the last, and Qa&;ibitéd a prégra;aiva change in
the dress and drapery of the principal figure,

Zhe kneeling Suaw is introduced hers for the
Tirst time mude; « « » Thers is ancther improvement
worthy of remerk-the ins¢griptions on this and the
next seal are on the sldes opposite te those thay

" heretofore occupled. The words "SIGILLUM, FROVINCIAR.
NOSTRAK. NOVI, EBOBACI. IN. AMERICA," are appropriately
on the side reprasenting American glftsy whilst the
RQm titl,ga - GEOMIU& 1Ib 'D:.Gb' &Go BRI' FR' ET >
HIB& m."F,D. BRUN\. ,ET’O IUNi MQ SquIo ARC' TH&
M‘a PR« EL, surround the Royal arms on the reversze
side, 55 :

Thase arms are the same as those ofthe ssal of George I, but
according to OtCalleghan, thelr design and finish are superior,

'(Sn 11lustration #2),

In 1763, the Iieutenant @lovernor found it neceseary to request

| & niaw seal, slnce the provinsce had not. recelved o.mupbn t..hi

agcession of George III in 3.760.56 It was not until 1767, howsver,

that & warrant for a new seal was recsived, It is désoribed thuss
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The principa} side, where the Indlans are

offering their gifts to the ¥ing, is surrcunded

by the inseription STOILLUM. PROVINCIAE. NOSTRAR.

NOVL. ¥BORACI. IN AMERICA on the reverse are

the Royal arms {as last described,)with the royal

m. FOD. BRUNI ﬂo ng m. S.RQI',Q‘ Aao Tml mi -

X, . 57,
Tiis was the last great seal issued by the British and remeined
in effect until the Revolution. (Ses illustretfon #3, & & bl
VI, Seal of ‘the State of New York

on Aprdl 15, Y777, the state convention at Kingsten, New York,

appolnted K compitiee ™o prepard and teport a proper device for a great
seel for this State,"° Qn Septetber 10, of the shme. ysar,
Governor George Clinton and Chancellor Robert Iivingston were
appointed a committes of two to ase that & naw senl was wade,”?
While awalting this new seal, it was voted that the Governor's
seil be smoloyed as Bls Great Sesl of the State., Thim happsned
to be ths famlly sesl of Governor {linton, Wilde states, and
perhaps rightly so, that tils sesl whs sctuslly the first sexl of

the State of New !'Qrk.éa

The i‘ollbw:_\,ng year, the legislature passed an act to organdse
the state govermment. This ach deviesd two seals for the state——s
Sreat Sesl and a Privy sea1,
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The Creats eal consisted of & rising sun over three mowstains,
the motto W undernieath; and the legend, The Great Sesl

m,t.sﬂm On the rmrse wes & huge rock rising.
out of the ses and the lagend, m and the date 1777 (See

illustration $#4)s

~In 1798, the Zhvgislaturi paseed "An JCT G
.W This achb created a comisaian to rcp;ir the
Great Seal or make 74191; one, In accordance w:lt‘h the instructions
recelved, the comzﬂ.a‘sion creabed & naw ssal, modeled after the
coat of arms of 3.'?7'3‘. This seal wnaisted of a shield which
contained part of the former seal, that is, the sun ria:}.ng over
the mountaina. The crest, which is placed above the shield,
consists of an sagle standing on g helf globs with its head
turned toward the dexter, The two tsuppérter,a of the shield are
the figures of liberty oh the sintster slde and Justics on the
‘dexter side, The métto of this seal was PExeslsior' and the |
legend wags "The Greal Seal of the State of New York," The reverse
iz the same Hs that on the seal of 1777,

Another naw seal was authoriied by amn act of the lsgislature
in 1809« It has been described as "Argant A riaing sun propery
crast. in a wreaths & ﬁcmiwglo‘ué, and an eagle passant, regardant,
all prolm';. supporters, ‘chofigm of Justice on the dexter ghd
Iiberty on the sinister sideg mét‘bo, EXCELSIOR: legend; THE GREAT
SRAT. OF TR STATE OF NEW YORE.""

’.
//
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Illustration #l ‘-(i’anldlng Seals - reproduced from
_Wilde, Civic Ancestry, Plate XXVI

‘ 1) Corporation Seal - N.Y. City in use from 1686
to Revolution ‘

2) Sadl of Corporation of Trinity Church - 1697

3) S8eal of N.Y. Gommon Council - after Reyolution
L) Territorial seasl of Governor Dongan (about 1685)
S) Mayor's Seal - N.Y. City = 1701 .

6) Hayor's Seal - 1795
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Iliustration #

2  Great Sesl of the Province of New York, 173(} -
reproduced from OtCallaghan,

of the State of New Iagk Plgta 8,
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4 3 Great 3sal of the Provincs of New York, -
1767 to Rev. =~ reproduced from 0¥Callsghan,

Iliustration
‘ Plate 9










Illustration L Sesl of the State of New York ~ 1778 » reproduced from
- Wilde, mmm plate XXVII






