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PROPERTY OF LIBRARY  /
DIVISION OF GuLTURAL
RESOURCES, NARO
——TC=S. NARO

Yorthesat Fegion
1k3 south &hirﬁ.atr.ct06
Fhilsdelphis, Penm, 191

s Novemler 20, 1963

Memarandm

To t, Statue of Liverty

: Superintsnden

From: Aoting Pegionsl Chief, History sod Avciwology

fubject : Messarch Study on Jutoh well | _
woul tlmwm:fwmormﬁgh .

o x&gigézosnrding the fine study forwarded - YOUr e

:E:&uu of October 21. It is An excsllent pisce of research

Setul
know thet In. ?imnil indend gre
;ggq:;it::g;arﬁgigzﬂrwith.thn‘honwy resssrch load in your are.

Signed

Frenk Iarnes

e
D, Pitkin, Federsl Mell

FBarnes/ap

Generalv//

Daily
Area
Regionel Historian



Statue of Liberty National Morument
Liberty Island, New York, New York 10004

D615

‘ @ctobar 21, 1963
Hemorandum _
Tos Diréctcor, Attn: Chief, Branch of Museums

Froms Superin‘tandent, Stat‘ue of Liberty

 Bubject: Research Study: "'Iha Physical Characteristics of the 3event eenth
Century Iutch Wall® . :

We are forwarding, with copies to the Hiastorieal Divigion and to the
Regional Director, Northeast Reglon, theé ribbon copy of a report completed
by Mrs. Constance Kroll, Historian, Federal Hall MNational Memordal, entitled:
WThe Physical C}wrac’oeristics of the Seventsenth Centmry Dutch Wall.' This
study should fulfill the basic research requirements for Exhibit #8 (The
tall) of the First Ploor Exhibit Plan, Federal Hall,

Mrs, Kroll was hired some 15 mn’_ch:s ago with the primary responsibility
of performing public contact work., However, during periods when public
visitation was slow, Mrs. Kroll devoted her time towards this research
project. We belleve thal she has performed an excellent funetion in re-
lieving the heavy ressarch pressure in this area, and we are particularly
grateful,

ect wlencl,
Historical Div., TASO
Director, NE Region v

r
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. THE PHYSICAL mmimsaxsncs QF
' THE ‘SEVENTEENTH CENTURY -
DUTCH WALL

. by

Gons’oance Kmll
Historiqn Federal Hall Kational Iie%rial .

ST!&THE or LIBRITY N‘A'E‘IONAL ?{ONUHENT
‘ Qctober 1963 |
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. THE PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTIOS OF % SEVENTEENTH CANTURY DUTCH WAL

In the early donths of 1653, the directors of the Dutch West
India Company in Austerdam, Holland, warned the Director-General of

 New Nethe‘rland‘,’ P.é’cér: St@vesant, of & pbsaihle war with England

cn account of & break in diplomatic relations between England and
the btatas-&enaral in The let.herlanda. The directors in Holland
advised pmicularly that 3tuyveaan’o e o & put the rortltications
gt New Amsteidm, 5@1}7 Orange and Zfori_‘»? ﬁasimir ina good state

. vof defsnse,” In somneotion with thi_s dispabeh, Direct;or-@enoral

N el
B

Stuyvesant, on Harch 13, 1653,‘ ca;uéd i:ogét.heé the burgomasters
and 'si:hepens of New Amsierdam in a innt; méeiing_with the provingial
council to diac‘ixas the' bést. means 'Of rortif&ing th& city of Nen.

_ Ansterden. The aaaembled of.ﬁciala ﬁorked out. three major plms

, which, :Ln. ‘bhei.r opinion, upon complat.ion would render the city

daf-ensﬂ.ble. Tha mm. two oi‘ these conserned organising effective‘
p&trol guards and repairing and atrenathening the already exist.ing
-Fort Amsterdam, vhich, in- 1653, wag in-a sadly dilapida’ood condition. L
The third proposal of the assembled mmicipal and provimiﬂ )
suthorities is the sub:ject of this report--nmely thist _“. .‘ . to
surround the greatar part. of tne City with a high atockadfe and &
small bresstwork, . . .",2__ " ' |

‘i‘his idoa ar a simpla wa}.l or sto::kade as 3 memﬁ of protsctirm .

and defense from attagkers may seem & bit primi.ti‘ve 0 thaso



¥

living in ‘the Twentieth Century ”atomic-space-age.’* In order to
get. a m:.er realization of what such a atockade could mean; it 15 |
nacessary to go bhack in timeunbaok to the middle of the Semnteonth
Gent.ury. At that tima, ‘the ‘southern end oi‘ *{anhat‘c.an was mch
narrover ’ohan ita is todays 1ts eastern boundary was Pear}. Street,

and andway, .f.hen De fleere Straet, was tha Westernmoat street with,

at the xnost, 500 feat, of land separa,ting it from the Hudson River,
known to the Iiutch as the Hdrth Ri'sfer.B‘_ ‘The eity of New Ansterdan
i.ts_elf comprisec; only a suall area of land on tho southers tip of
Aanhattan. Its #ige gan be_détemiﬂed‘by tho :‘a§t thai. tﬁe position
_ or' today's Wall Street ;‘m@d 2 th;orat;cal ‘boundary. 'Q.ﬁt{otigh
thgf.e vere a f_.‘ew: soattered farns north of this line, the inhabitants
vuf‘ New Amstei'dam cona;dered it a virtnal uildernass.l} ‘The width of
© the island é‘b this aame poipt of Wall Street was »Aap;‘:roximgteiy
| 180 rods, or 1aéa than one<hsif mi;i.eg ‘ Thus,' £h§» fdea of surrounding
the 'city ori the land aide ‘was feasibie in respec't to amomzt of land :
coverage such s propoaal vould ent.ail. In fact, lesa t.han 1Q years
befora, Stuyvesant's predecasaar, Director-eeneral William Kﬁ.aft,
~ had supervised the erection of 2 aimilar,— but more ru,diment.ary |
- ibarria;-.. This 'gnclosur-e was built to vservé a duai purposa«=to

| protect thefinhéfbiténté of Naw Ansterdam from the Indians, and to
| keep 'cattle'fron strayingbeyond the'saféty of the 'aettlemént; It
was along the lina of tm.a ”cattle-guard" or “Kiaft's Fence, as

1% was callcd, that Stuyvasant decidad ] build the stackade.



‘rh‘ev agsemblud bi:rgomast;era; séf@én‘s; and émvimiﬂ councillors
saw urgent reasons for evecting suchya stockade, First of ai,
they stated that the fort, Fort Amstordax, was too omall to ho'.m all
the inhabitants, In tima of an invaaicn, this fact would pmw
to be tragic and éiaaatrous to the citizenry. A stockede auz'round
 ing the cliy would afford a gronter and safer fortification behind
which all could defnnd themselves a,nd their possessions. Thia would '
:lmlude not only the inhabitants of New Amsterdam proper, but also -
those citizens living in scattared, outlying villagea—-‘bhesa
villagea being demd indefensible. in i‘urﬁher support. of its
’ pmposa}. s the joint meating stated that encloniug New Amsterdam on
tha la.na side would have an advantaze over maintaining Fort Amator-»
h dam a3 the sole forti.ﬁqabion of the city, In casa of 2 und

attaok, a atockade vould prevent antire devaatation of the city by '
invading forces frou the nort-h on tnsir way to the fort, which was
Vlocated at, the extrsm southern tip of Mattm.6 in fact, the

L burgonast.era -and schspens- eonsidemd such an enclosing atacksdo» ao

,mceasazy to t.he effcctive fortiﬂcation of Hew Amsterdam that
on the following day, Yarch lh, they aaked Stuyvasant and the |
provincial authorities for permission to build the stockade prior
o repai.rins the fort. Stuyvesant and the ¢ounéil_ anstgered
irmediately in the affirmative, saying .thatv they "scre pleased with
thése’ prépoaition‘a;" ind Yagroed tﬁaﬁ ;-th'a cif.';f‘a» fortifiéations '

: 1
should be first made properly."



With this approval 4n hard, a joint comaittes in charge of
léhning gnd ereeﬁng the ‘fortifications ‘Was pro:rpt’ly i’oméd;
Representing the provincial council was. Johannes La Ifontagne»
- Pleter Woltersan van Couwenhoven e.nd Willem Beeck:nan were elecied

by ths city ofﬁciala, the burgomnstora and schepena » W0 repreaont
8

them. With almost amazing spaed, t.his Joint conmit.t-eo announsed o

the following on Harch 3.5, 1653t

llotice. «=The C‘omitte, appointed by the
Director General, Council, end Maglstraies of
this City will receive proposals for a .
gertain piege of work to sst off the City
with palisades 12 to 13 feet long, by the .
rod. Any one, who wishses to undertake this
work may coms to the City Holl next Tuesday
afterncon, hear the conditions and look over
the work. Done, ete., March 15, 1653.

Let one tell it to anothert?

The origiﬁal specifications, wurked out by the cormittee for
the proposed stockade, are recordad Harch 17, 165, 3, in ths city
court. mirmtes as fcllowaf '

Conditions, under wh:tch me Comittee will
have the work done: The palisades must be

12 feet long, 18 inches in oircumference,
gharpensd at the upper end and bs set in
-1ins. At éach rod, a post 21 inches in
circumference ia to be set; to which rails,

" split for this use shall be nailed one foot
below the top. The breastwork against it

. ghall be L feet high, L feet at the bottom
and 3 feet at top, covered with sods, with
‘a ditch 3 feet wide and 2 feet deap, 2%
feat within the breastwork. The length of .
the ground o bz lined with palisedos is
180 rods, the end of the rods being the last
of the money. Payments will be made weekly
in good wampum.lO L e

A



The comi.ttea evcn wenh s0 far as to skatch a cross*saction plan |
of the wall according to their speoificationa. This sketch is
reproduced and imluded in this 1r't3po::'1'...1l

 The wall itself, as has already bean stated, wag- 180 rods in
length. Its poaition on- the Island of r{anhattan is well-kncm;
- ’rhg wall ran along the approxi.mat.e line of its hamesake, the
" present Wall Street. In detemin;lng the axact positicn of the
wall in z‘elation to today'a street, & desl of questionable sthics
.comea to light, and the cingel or parade plays an :uupottant role.
| The cingel was & strip of 1and, about 80 fest wide, rnnning behin& A

" the wall on the tom side for 11:3 emire ‘J.ength. It was used by

. the Dutch for troop mmeuvers and drilla. : mri.ng the decads of.
the eightias, the pcpulatian had expanded 80 much thaf. people were
beginning to build t,heir homas and acquira prcperty hayond: tha 3.im

- of the wall. The ﬁall was no 3.onger n hffeétiw fort.ification
3,

) and had fallen 1nw almo.at ccrr;plute disrepair. The cingel behind

the wall was no lenger used for troops, and ib was. decided to la,y'

out a stmet in its placa. ’ N

Logicaliy, -one would expect that 'tha néir stteet. would ‘have
encompaszed the same width as the old paude. Howewr, t.hraugh
somo tricky real est.ate maneuvers oun the part of the English

governor, Thomas Dongan, Wall :atreet vaa aurfeyod as being only
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36 foeb wide, this sumrey baing made Daaonber 2.6, 1685. Ths
maining atrip of land, whicn was hh teet. wide, was aut-rcpti-

, tiou;ly taclmd onta pr.cp.erty Dangm had acquired through an ;gent
t¥o days before, lying north of thewall;lh Thus, 1t can be seen
that the 17th Century Duteh wall ':rg_n péra}.iei to the pressnt H’all
Street, but was sbout il fiaeb north d.‘t the north side of the atresats
~ In the summer of 16535 one might have d‘eaaribed the positioh‘ai’ the
" stockade on the Ialand of ﬁanhattan as doss Nrs, Van Htmaulur in .

History of the City of New Iorkc

About 180 rods in length, it ran for a

- ahort distance along the Egst River shore
and crossed the island above the end of
the ditch or canal, /presant site of Broad

- Street/, following the line of Kiefi's
fence a little to the north of the present
line of Wall Street and cutting through
the southern part of the old Damen Farm.
The Horth River shore it left to the pro~
tection of a natural bluff which was
levelled in much later timos.l5

"’hefe ha;va ‘b'eén carﬁain doubts raiéed as to wbether tha |
original spaci!‘iaabions were e;gplicitly c:onzplied with when the |
stockade or '*wall" was uctually builts For ‘this reaaon it in bast
to delve into and 1nvestig&t,a each integral part of the datailed

!direct,iona separately, and then put tha bi.ta and pieces of
infomation back tOgether 1n order to reconst.ruct ths vaa.}. as |
accurately as historical recearch, uit.l; its lmitations,. will
allow, - - | ' o



Working ;from the round up, the question of the ditch and

‘ breastmork preSant,s 1t,3e1£ ﬁrat. a. breast.m:rk, according to

_ ,Nebater's New Interna’oionnl Dictionufz, is "a defensive work of
mderat,s height, hastily‘ thrown up. The breastwork was placed
directly behind tho wall and adjoining :U'.. Stgrﬁing upon this

| elavation a man of avezjage heightluaa sble to saé over the top oi’.
- the wall. Its _pzaixi,pur;ﬁosa was ‘;d;bro'vide a piatrof-m' upon which |

the patroling ‘watc”h coix:é:; keep _a' kéen eyo out for inv;c_i@éta;m

' éecorﬂly, 1t probably served as an é.ddéd '3upport} Aﬂ‘:rs the wall it;glf.;
The 'dimeﬁsicna of the breaatuork were, as alread} staied: 3 'reet .
in from the’ vall scross the top, 3'4 fee’o 4n frcm the wall across |
the botton, and & foot in helght. - Undoubtedly, the breastwork

was made, in part, of the dirt umovamd_‘ to build the ditech, and

this adr’_i;héri‘affaii.:’vps* ‘cl;'ofvgred ‘with sods to ingure its imsition

durdng drenching rams. .

. The apeoitiaaticm place ths ditch "within the bmaatwork,
or on tha town-side of tha stockade‘ Its posl‘bion was appmxmately |
235 feet in from the ’breastwork. The diteh was Vto ba 2 vi'agt d_eep |
and 3. feot wide. Ifs sizé and poéiiion convey the fact that the
purpose of the ditch was ncm dofenaiva. Instéad, it was probably
& drainage ditch.n The question has beon raiaed by some: historians
- a8 fo the existence of ‘another ditch, larger in size, and dug but.
on the mrthem side of tha stockade for derenaive pq:poaoa. Such

™~



& ditoh would have served a3 a kind of roat to make scaling the -
‘vali nore diffiquli:,-.or.; as it was pfdbaljly h.oped by the Dutch, N
impossible. Klthough there is 2 méntion of & ditch of this type
in the originel recorded apaci:!‘icationa, on April 20, 1653, the
council of New Netharland rasclved that uorkera should "« » . begin

' immdia.tely di.gging & di.tch from the East river to the Horth /Audson/
‘river, L to 5 faet deep and 11 o 12 feet wide at the top sloping
in a 1ittle towards the ~bott,om."18 | |

This modifies and enlarges the original idea of the stockede.
Furthsmox;e, it makes good sensas iﬁ defense strategys . Perhaps a.fter
applying nore time and ‘thought to the matter of fortifications,
following t.he initial spurt qi‘ amtgetic entkmsim, the counoil
and committee decided an exterﬁ.or di.tch was neceasary. 'l‘wo meps or .
plans of New Amsterdan ar that tims have been found, the one by
F. He Inpaa b?ing roproduced and inciuded in this report} Admit— '
tedly, theré is not conclusiva evidanc;a to ;mm that there waa,
in addition to tha drainage ditch, a 1arger, ext.erior diteh or
-'muat. Howavar, :H: is ’ohia nriter'a opinion thn‘@, 4n all probability,

both ditches were duz and rormed a part of tha origiml stockads,

Thé next question'concerns tho mat,eria}.s and constructian of
the wsll itself. Again, to return to the original specificationa, .
Mtha word "palisada" is found describing the material and the type
of gtockagle planned, A palisade, as deﬁ.ned in Webster' s New
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PLAN OF NEW AMSTERDAM

from the Stadt Huys to the Town
Palisades A. D. 1655

Compiled from the Dutch and English
Records by J. H. Innss

Taken from: J. H. Innes, New Amsterdam and Its People, facing p. 240

Figure 3
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International Dictionary, is a "fence of pales or stakes, s for
daf;x:se,“ or a “loné,'atmng atake, poin’;;g& at the t.ob,( a number
of which ars set in the groulnd. vértieallﬁ or obliquely in a close
r§w as a m‘eéns of da!ehse." ‘I‘h‘ie deaéribtion fits the plan that

© the committe proposed, as their apgcifications called for paliudu
that "« . «+ must be 12 feet 1anp, 18 inches in eircumtorence,

- sharpensd at the upper end gnd". . ._ get in line." Each 12 foot
palisade was to be étatiomd 3 feet undor the surface of the
earth. ,Th't‘z's, the exposed portion would be nine feet in height.
There is some questionx as to whether t.h,eé.e torms of the Aspeciﬂ.cn-'
tions were carried out, that,is,- whether the stackade u'aa. built

of palisedes, per se.

On Barch 18, 1653, the day appointed for letting the contract, -
ssveral prospective bidders appemd. Klmost imediawly diffi-
culties arose. Bids wers offered ranoina from 4O to 5O florina per
' rod of palisades. . Howsver, the commi't.tee, begause of & stated lack'
of funds, saw fit to offer tha work af, only 25 florins per rod,
higher. Unfortunately, there were no Qidders who would accept a,b
80 low. a f.‘igure. The :ommittee in charge of the fortiﬂcat.ions |
. retired to seelc a solution to this deaﬁlock. What. was meded, '

of course, wis a matncd ur ez*ect.ing the atockade with cheapez'

¥ The gold momstary unit of The Netherlands, equal ’w 40s2 centsy
. also, a. ¢urrent silver coin of thia value.



.10
,' - mtériéls. The comiittes resolved to -alter the original plah
and "o set it off with planks,” instead of the palisades. They
foum' that planks “would cost only three .to'ii‘our thousand florins."
The new specifications were as follows: o
" 180 rods make 2340 feat, 15 fest to the plank make
156 planks in length, 9 planks high, sltogether 1LOL
planlcs at l}é fln)_thﬂt _18 R .2106 1.,
' _3!&0}}@3'53 COBL o » .0 » ¢ 8 e s ke . -3110 ﬂi
n'pil',b’(‘o ‘s m o 0 e e .-';qgﬁ PN &‘.; e v s o 100 £2.
fcrtranﬂportnb'ot . e t!~0'o @ & n o ® -1201'1.
. for setting them up and carpenters wages . . 500 fl.
-  total 3166 £1.%0
The comnittee then commnicated this revim scheme to Stuyvesant,
asking for his advics and consont on the matters™ As far as can be
agcertained x‘fmg the regords, stuyvaéant m#ervgave his apprbval
in the matter, On the very mext day, Harch 19, the committes -
_advertised the conditions under whlch the dontract would be let:'
 %Thers must bs furhished 300 oaken posts, 12 faet long, 20 inches
in circumference in the middle, 300 split rails, 11 Dutch fest
long, 3 % 4 inches thick,” Further dotails were outlined @s to
‘the time and place of delivery. The ﬁcoﬁg g0 on to say that an
N Enéi.ishn&n named Thomss Baxter won *Ehé‘contrau‘& ¥, . to dsliver

s11 sald posts and rails fox"’_'ao stivars for each post and rail

‘ 21
pogather.“ '
This is where the mystery of what the stockade vas finally

mads of«‘-plénkd or pélisades?-ariaes‘ Baxter!s contract makes no



mention of planks, rather, aimply poats and raﬁla. Tho rails,-
agcording to the original specifications, wera. to be aplit. rails
and nailed horisontally "one foot belaw the top,® for tl'w entim
length of the stockades Aleo, "posts and rails" would seen to

- dmply that. the at.ockade was eonstruoted, after all s Of paliaadss. ‘
Thereg ia no evidenee_- fourd that would_ indicate a separate cont,ract ,_
let for the planks. . E"-urthetﬁore ’ féx;érenees’ made to the atockade
 in the summer snd Ian of 1653 and subsequent years deseriba it
always as the paliaade_s,.zz This would lead one %o conclude that

this latersl fortification ﬂaa,_iiuice.dg constructed of palisad&ﬁ;

Retnrning to the idea of planks s zaention is made of them im
the fall of 1655' At this time, on September 20, 1655, members of
‘the px‘ovimial ccuncil met with t»hg burgomasters and schepens. and
decided that the transinsular wall ahould be repaired and reinforced
because of & murderoﬁé i.ssanlt .by:tson'n&' Iﬁdians on the aitizenry of
X New Ansterdams This confereme unanimousl;f resolved “that tha
vorka.of the Gif,y be’ again repaired yo with planks 5 a 6 teat:
high, nailed to the sides of tne Paliaades." ‘The re¢0rds go on
to aay that thisg vork was complated by sgptembar 28, 1655. On
this date, the burframasters wroté to the provincial counoil that J
~ the outer worka had been "furnished with a curtsain of planks B
- agnmt en assanlt of the barbarous India.ns. » Thééabove

reference ot only shows that planks were later used as &



® f

vterqaomry defensa neasnz-e » bnt. also that the stocksde or wall
‘waa originally ang initially erecied of palisades. |

 The. next. question to ariée is :that & of the existence and place-
usnt of artillery on the we:l.l. It iz ot gemrslly thought that
any sort of guns or cannon were & part af the palisade built in
1653. Towsver, there are several raferences to artillery placed on
the {mn that cannot readily be ignored.‘ The first mention of |
- such an idea’ cone on April 20, 1653, a rlata on which zevsral
-~ variations were maocted into tha original gpecifioaﬁions fon
‘the stockades On thaf. dute, the council_cr Ifa:g Net,h_erland among
| - other t-hinas, ordaz'ed that workmn "o P imadiately begin to saw
'p}.anks of four inchas' thickmas for gnn carriages and: platfom "%
‘ ‘l‘ham aeems to he 0 further rarerame to this unt:u. tha
' following year when the proximi.ty of Engl:lsh varships again
threatensd the sacurity of Rew Hstherland, and New Ansterdem in
par’c,icular. On Juna 8, 165k, $tuyvesant wrote to the burgouaaﬁem
= and schapena af Hew mterdam, urging them ’c.o rise to tha occasion
| of a threatened mveai_on by repairing ‘the "outer worl_cs"— to insure
the bétter"defeﬁse of f.héir ;:ity.' mf‘”‘spsciﬁcaily warned 'thém '

‘ thaﬁ becauae of their failux‘e ta adequately repait‘ and rﬁinforce

the wall, their *'own arms and canmn, plan‘ted last amar 6537 on
the out-er mrks oY along the present Wall Street, might be turned
againat the ci.ty in the hands of the ensiy, St.uyvesant went on to
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"The Castello Plan®
1660

Reproduced from the Stokes Collection
in the New York Public Library
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"The Duke'!s Rlan"
1661

Reproduced from Stokes, Iconography,
Vol. I, Pl. 10
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sey that as the eahﬁon vore _afmene.cé to tho citizénry, the éii;y

' of:iéials ought to see to it that they be ¥, . , renoved and |
b:.'ought_. Back',f"_z'pm theré,". and returned to Shg fort fFort Amsterdmﬂ.zs
This seems to‘impif'thét the originel wall was eﬁuip‘ped with some
artnlery, "ams and canmn," bnt, also, that these were removad

~ about a year later.

Arparently there was no i‘urther attevnpt to install heavy guns
and art.illary on the wall until some ‘time just prior to 1660. The
'“Castcllo Pian, which 15 8 debailed map of Neu Amstcrdam depicted
in the gumaer of 1660. and included ,‘cn t‘:is report. , indidates that
at that 'bime there 'aer-e six baations along the 3311.26 A wx-‘itten

account, A Eeacription of ‘t.ha Totme of Hannadens in Yew Hatherland ’
| a3 it was in Scpts 1661 " agrees with the "Castello Plan:* ‘?The
land sido of the towm is from the Northwest corner unto the North
E. gate 520 yards and lyeth neer ¥. Y. and S. E. hev!mg aix flankers
: at equal dist.ama, in four of wch are mounted B guns. . . *‘27 Thé
"Duke'a Plan," whit;h was depigted.:in 1661, one year later than the
"Gastello Plan," shows only five b&stions.ea " These were small |
bastions nhich, projacted from tha r'ain wall nnly far en’ougﬁ to
allow two guns to be moxmted.zp_ Various rasearchors di,t‘fer in their
opinions of how many bastiohs were erected. Also, N the year of _
: their construot.ion seems %o -be in dispnte.'}? Pér‘:aps iz; 1660 them |

were indeed six bastions nlong the wall, cne of which, by 1661,



had béen'destmyed or aad &isap_peam& through si:ple d;aré;mir.
This thosia doca mt i‘.m:e into nccéun,t tho disorepancy botwean the
*Desoription,” which mentions six flackers, and the ®Duke's Plaa,®

. which shows only five bastionsubom of thess worke bsing dspicted
in the samo ysar, 1661.

In domlusion-; the mnmb mt. be léfi as a:mtmiy‘, this
author cerely stati’n z that. five or alx. basﬁona wore erectad prior
to 1660. The exnct. date that thoy were buiit 18 another matier. |
‘No concretn answer has besn found to this question. I'a is & fact,
‘mmvez', that in 1658 repaira azx& vanovations ‘.w all fortifications
‘ in ﬂaw Amsterdss were at.cppod u;: imwly. : Antivit.y in mﬁag_
houses *within cagmon ahnt*' of the wall was Smtens!.ficd &t this
tin.ﬁ Tols inplies th:t camnon or other srtillery were about o
~ be piw;d‘uure. It is q_uiu possible t.hat the emtim of bagtiou'
on the tr’nsi.mnlar wall was ;cfzomlielmi dur:.nu thia yoar,

\

Darinx the ﬁrst interin nf Engliah mlo, fmﬁ 16614 ta 1673,
all but two of these bastions had dissppearoed, es shown on the
Miicollts Hap,® dspict.od botwsen 1664 and 1668.32 The two remaining
- were, ia 1688, rofcrm w 48 tlw *Arﬁllury Fount* and the "Land
Gate xmm,.ﬂ” In Iator ysar& they wez-a also referred to as "ye
| Bi#b_ioﬁ Zelandia® and’ *;j'e- Bastion de}_.lmdia.? These- tso bastions
wers 1OGQM respsctively a£ the cornsy of wm and H;liiu Stresis
and 2% Wall Streot, slightly east of Br@adwqy_.% |

e
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| tharein ahodt 8 Guna some !sount-ed & some uzmount-ed.

15
" A later map, the "Mular P}.an," depigtcd in 1695 and rcproducad

‘ 3
in thie report, also rshows two baations. ﬂthough occupying

similay positions along the wall, they appoar t.o be larger, mort .» .

substantial 5tructuraa than tho&e shmm on the "Ricoll‘s Htp.

- 'fhey were so large, :'m fact., that in 1692, it was ordered that the

36

guard house in Point Holla.ndia be nade into & prison. "And, in’

31

: 1696, a powder house was eroct.od within thb same bastion.

It is diffieult to ascortaln exactly when the bastions shown
on the "Hiller Plan" t}éxf*e ersctsd, During the time of the Duteh -
recapture, 1673-1674, quantities of monéj " and en_erg‘y wgm expended

in fortifying the city. Buildings were ordered removed from lots

Lo e . 38
adjq.cent to the w‘ali and the fart. Perhgps they were constructed

at this ti.m. A':- any rata, whila the date of eracti.on mans

‘acnewhat a Wstazy, a ccnte!aporm desuription of the bastions . '_
K doss exist, ?rom Rav. John Hiller‘a own text comes the tollowing

accéunts LT On the ﬂorth aide are two 1ax'ge stons’ Points &

39 .

Sone years later the atone trom these mounts played a part

in opaning up & new era on Wall Street, In 1699, the corner

~ heading Bmad Street on Wall Street, was designatod as the 1ocation .

for the building of & new City Hall‘ At this time, the wu}w and |
bastiona had fallen victim to the ravagea of time and wear. '

| In a pctition of the Cc)mmon Ccmnoil to Lieutenant-(}ovemor dohn
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"The Miller Plan"
1695

Reproduced from Stokes, Iconography,
Vol. I, Pl. 23
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; v: _ﬁanfnn, on August. 18, 1699, it was requested ’ohat L '. . the game

o fortificationa /Elong Eall Streeﬂ may be demolisned According to
the powers and Authoritias Intrusted With hin and that the Stones
of yd sd Bastions with the consen’c. o.f the Qmers thereof may b
Appropri.ated to tna Building the sald citt.y Hall o o e .“141 Agcord=
- ingly, on September h, 1699, Governor Ballomnt, in & letter to

- Col. Abraham de Peyst.er, stated; "I writ *w my Cousin Nanfan last
post Yo Let the City of N. Iork have ye Stonea of the ole bastions
or batteries Ta build their Town-houae."hz. Gn ueptemberf 7, 1699,

an order was igsued. inatmcting thext the two bastions on the wall
 be :.'temolils;heul.b3 Sometime betwaen this date and September 20, .3.699, |
the foundation of the igw-éity Hall was laid, . & é meeting of the
Common Council on September 20, the ma&br, Johannes de ?e}st.er, i
i.ssu?& a warrant to the treasurer to pay for eitii:ises incurred in
". . « Laying ye foundstion of ths Citty Hall."

In conclusion, while 'bha’ recards do noi specificéliy sny that.
the atonas from the old bastions were used in the foundation of the
' pew City Hall, the tine alemnt between the demolition of the 4
: fomer and the constructian of the latter would lead one to belicva

ths stoneu were used.

‘raking up the qneation of gates in the wall, one encountera '
di!‘ficulty in ascertaining wﬁen such were built. That two gates

. did exist is ‘an estsblished fact. They appear on both the "Gastello
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Plen" and the "Duke's Plan." One was located at the jJunotion of

Wall and Pagrl Btreet, ‘a,nd, becauae- of its proximity to tﬁs East

) River, Was called the Water Poort. Tiw other gate was situated a’a

Broadwaw and Wall Strest and ves named the Land Poor*t.hs The two
zates were constructaed gome time prier to or during 3.658; heemi;e

on Jamary 15; 1658 ,- the provincial govermment declared by o,rdinaz@ce

.that "o e o0 Dwelling~houses" shduld “be built near or undef the

Walls or Gates" of the city; Also, the records stiow that the Land

Poort, was mentioned in a déed_vdated ’ohis yaar’.héldxi Msy 25, 1658,

the provincial council resolved that " "+ the city of New Autex'dau

be encloéed with palisades having o o"gc three openings or gates,

_in order to preveat nggling.“h? i{owgvar, going back to the'year A

1656, & similar ;pfopos‘al is féund.’ At that tims the burgomastera

of." the éity‘ found 1%t mcaasary ", s ; ‘-t;o raise up the fences also

. & large and suitable gate [The sa’oer aat] according to the plan and |
:¢esign of Capt. conimzle @?-edrick de xoninggj s and a}.ready bagun |

| to be £ixed in the vorlc. . e .”wl hhst.her or not thesa :merovements
‘.were evey institu’oed and brought to camplqtion during t.his year is.

unkniown. It was about this tma that & bitter dispute between the

buréomasters'and schej:e_nh; represénting the eity, and the pmvincinl

counéil and Stmaiént; arose, This cbm;rmrsf concerned the

qﬁaation of which thtfhority, municipa;. or prchzvincial,vsﬁould aagiqul -

cortain revenue conectiéﬁg. This resulted in a stalemate that was -
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resclved by the Directora zf the Qeat India c:;mpnmr in Holland, but ’
. 5 . . _ 9 ...
not until two yurs later. ?srhaps the rinanehl dispute ha?.é

| up any ma:jor remvntiona 44 the walz until. 1658.

*

uma 1@ has o bearina on m physical aspebbs of the mekads, |
the na‘ture of t«he workers who builis the wall and their torm of duty .
1s interesting to note. April 20, 1653, 13 the first date in the
records thab mentions or gi,wa 2 cluc a8 to uho wag goj.ng to do tho
. #atusl manual vork of building the’ stockade. Gn this day, the conncil

of New Netherlmd rasol?ad t.hab thg work ahou].d be bogun by ”011
o
" citizens vi’bhout exeeption. e vt This proposal vas furthcr o

olarifiad ad om.cted into 1aw on May 12 s 3.653, conjointly by
Stuyveaant, 4he counciax, and the burgonastars and schepens as
- :tollowsi |

The sdict prcvided for apporf.ioning tha o

" physical labor on the works among the iohaht-
" tapte by rotation in four divisions of thrée-
day shifts, until completed, which it was.

. believad would take two or three waska, .
Persons in oppdsition or in default were to
be. fined for their firat offense, to forfeit

- their burgherright for the second, and to be -
subjected to arbitrary punishment and banish~-
ment for the third offense. By inhabitanta
was meéant 'Burgiers, Merchants, Hechanics or:
the crews of ships, sloops in harbor or to
coms there.! Those who could not work theme .
eal.ves might provide & fit subatiwte.Sl

The '-rorl: muat. hava progresaed fairly mathly accbz'ding to thia 7
plan, for it was compie’ced by the .ﬁrst waek in July on July 23, .
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1653, otuyvasant. reported 1o the burgomastera and schapens via

latter thab the nity had baen ", . .Sstrangthsned a.nd sécured by‘
2
palisades" for tha pas‘b three veak's.
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