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Heads Up 

Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Task Force Releases Draft Strategy: The Gulf Coast Ecosystem 
Restoration Task Force released its comprehensive preliminary strategy for long-term ecosystem 
restoration on Wednesday, October 5, for public review and feedback (see 
w w\\ .cpa.gov/gulfcoasttaskforce) until 11:59 p.m. EST on October 26, 2011. The task force will release 
the final version in December 2011 and present it to President Obama. (Contact: Louise I lose, 
979-845-9787; Mark Ford, 504-589-3882 xl 12) 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special Use Permit 
Open for Public Comment: The DEIS for the Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special Use Permit at Point 
Reyes NS was released for public review in September; the comment period ends November 29, 2011 
(see http://parkplanning.nps.gov/prqiectHome.cfm7proiectID=33043). The DEIS presents a no-action 
alternative, which considers expiration of existing authorizations and subsequent conversion of the area 
to Congressionally designated wilderness, and three action alternatives, which consider the issuance of a 
new special use permit to the company for a period of 10 years with differing levels of onshore facilities 
and infrastructure and offshore operations. The Environmental Quality Division (EQD) managed 
development of the DEIS. (Contact: Melissa Stedeford, 303-969-2256) 

New Developments 

Proposed Ozone Standard Withdrawn: On September 2, President Obama withdrew the proposed ozone 
standard, saying that the EPA will reconsider the standard in 2013, and he did not support asking state 
and local governments to begin implementing a new standard that will be reconsidered in 2013. (Contact: 
Mike George, 303-987-6926) 

Accomplishments 

Hurricane Irene Emergency Recovery Coordination: In response to a request by the Cape Lookout NS 
superintendent, Geologic Resources Division (GRD) staff traveled in an All Hazards Resource Advisor 
(AHREAD) capacity to the park to recommend actions in response to coastal changes from Hurricane 
Irene. One major focus of the site visit was impacts to cabins at Long Point at North Core Banks. Photos 
of the field visit can be found at hltp://www.nps.gov/calo/naturescience/hurricane-irene-photos.htm, and 
a draft summary report can be found on the NRSS SharePoint site ( 
http://nr|K\sharc[X)iiU/Sharcd%2()Docuinents/l-orins/Alllteins.aspx?Rootl-c4der=%2l'Sharcd%20Docume 
ins%2141urricane%20lrene%20%2D%20Beavers&l;olderCfll>0x012000935B55DC183F4C4DBEE09 
5C279CC4CF9&View=! 546298D6-7C15-4E39-B627-7C43679DCBE71). (Contact: Rebecca Beavers, 
303-987-6945) 

Progress 

Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) Settlement Payment: On September 23, TVA tended a $1 million 
payment to the NPS for damages it caused to park resources at Great Smoky Mountains and Mammoth 
Cave NPs due to its failure to get the necessary air emission permits at several of its power plants. The 
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NPS will use these funds to improve, protect, or rehabilitate park resources that have been injured by 
emissions from TVA's plants. The Air Resources Division (ARD) will coordinate with the parks to 
develop a plan on how best to utilize the funds. (Contact: Carol McCoy, 303-969-2096) 

Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Pilot Launched: In September, the CEQ launched a pilot 
project to improve efficiency of federal environmental reviews through information technology tools. 
The pilot is inspired in part by the NPS's Planning, Environment and Public Comment (PEPC) system ( 
http://parkplanniiig.nps.gov/). NRSS staff spent the month giving demonstrations of PEPC to other 
federal agencies and helping establish work groups that will assist agencies in adopting technologies like 
PEPC to improve their NEPA process. Work on the pilot project will continue over the upcoming 
months. (Contact: Tom Flanagan, 303-969-2691) 

Progress on Air Tour Management Program Issues: On September 27, 2011, Bert Frost, Natural Sounds 
and Night Skies Division (NSNSD) staff, the NPS Aviation Program Chief, and DOI Solicitor met with 
FAA and DOT staff to discuss potential solutions to resolve long-standing impasses preventing the 
completion of air tour management plans. The FAA and NPS agreed to preliminary strategies that would 
provide an expedited process for parks with low levels of air tours and a way to complete air tour 
management plans at parks with high levels of air tours. A series of telecons in October and November 
will develop the processes; the team will meet again in mid- December to finalize any agreements that 
can be made. (Contact: Vicki McCusker, 970-267-2117) 

Collaborative Efforts to Improve Acoustic Monitoring of Wildlife: NSNSD staff met with the Northeast 
Temperate Inventory and Monitoring Network (NETN) on September 21-22 to discuss techniques for 
expanding acoustic monitoring of wildlife within the NPS. Improved capacity to identify a variety of 
wildlife sounds is important because it will expand the number of species whose acoustical behavior can 
be tracked and related to human influences. As a result of this meeting, NSNSD and NETN will work 
together to host a series webinars on processing and analyzing wildlife audio data and develop 
interpretive publications and templates to disseminate information to park staff and the public. (Contact: 
Eelaina Marin, 970-225-3552) 

Gulf Coast Network Study and Sampling Plans: In preparing for vegetation inventories, a set of Gulf 
Coast Network study and sampling plans have been assembled; the plans will be made available through 
IRMA at a later date. Evaluating legacy data sets and interviewing park staff on access and logistics, the 
plans summarize potential opportunities and proposed methods to complete the vegetation inventories. 
Network staff can use the available imagery and estimates of types to plan for field sampling and have 
begun the sampling efforts at Jean NHP&P. Additionally, maximum fall color infrared 2011 aerial 
photography has been ordered for the Natchez Trace Parkway. (Contact: Karl Brown, 970-225-3591) 

New Release of IRMA: A new release of IRMA (Integrated Resource Management Application) went 
live on September 7 with a totally redesigned user interface (https://irma.nps.gov/). This release includes 
re-branding the portal with the new name, IRMA, which is more inclusive than the previous name of 
Natural Resource Information Portal and is more appropriate now that the scope of the portal expanded 
to include cultural resources. The new user interface for IRMA is streamlined, aligned with NPS graphic 
standards, and easier and faster to search. (Contact: Margaret Beer, 970-267-2168) 

Landscape Climate Change Vulnerability Project: NASA recently funded a four-year, park-focused 
project titled "Using NASA Resources to Inform Climate and Land Use Adaptation" to address the 
vulnerability of ecosystems and species in the Great Northern and Appalachian Landscape Conservation 
Centers to climate and land use changes. The project focuses on a discrete set of natural resources, and 
project goals are to assess vulnerability, identify and evaluate management options, and design 
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management approaches at multiple scales. The project science team met September 8-9 in Ft. Collins to 
evaluate ecosystem modeling approaches, clarify responsibilities and milestones, and flesh out a detailed 
work plan. This project follows a previous NASA-NPS park-based study called PALMS ( 
http://scicnce.nature.nps.gov/im/monitor/lulc/palms/index.cfm). (Contact: John Gross, 970-267-211 1) 

Reports and Publications 

NPS and FWS Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Publication Available: A publication co-authored by 
the NPS IPM Coordinator (with the BRMD Human Dimensions Program) and FWS IPM Coordinator is 
now available. The article provides an overview of the NPS and FWS IPM Programs and the IPM 
process used for managing pest issues in park and refuges and includes a variety of case studies to 
illustrate IPM in different management contexts. The full reference is: "DiSalvo, C, and Parson, T. 2011. 
Integrated Pest Management in the National Park Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
Outlooks on Pest Management, DOI: 10.1564/22aug07, pp. 171-176." (Contact: Carol DiSalvo, 
202-513-7183) 

Draft NPS Beach Nourishment Guidance Reviewed: The Draft Beach Nourishment Guidance completed 
by GRD staff has been through extensive NPS park-, region-, and WASO-level review; external 
(non-NPS) peer review; and DOI Solicitor review. The document has been revised to address review 
comments and has been sent for final NRSS review. This will be published as Reference Manual 39-2 
associated with the pending Ocean and Coastal Director's Order. (Contacts: Rebecca Beavers, 
303-987-6945; Jodi Lshleman, 215-597-1782) 

Presentations, Conferences, and Workshops 

Harth to Sky Climate Change Communication Workshop: Over three dozen employees from the NPS, 
FWS, BLM, and NASA gathered at the National Conservation Training Center for a climate change 
communication workshop on September 26-30, the fifth since 2004. The goal of this ongoing partnership 
is to collaborate across all sectors in support of scientific literacy, with a focus on climate change. 
Participants heard from agency program leads, climate scientists, and social scientists, including the NPS 
climate change scientist, who presented "Ecological Impacts of Climate Change." Participants developed 
action plans for their home parks and programs. For more information, see the Earth to Sky website ( 
http://\\ ww.earthtosky.org/). (Contact: John Morris, 907-644-3372) 

FEDMAP Geologic Mapping Effort: The goal of the USGS FEDMAP effort ( 
http://ncgmp.usgs.gov/ncgmpaboul/ledmap/) is to produce high-quality, multi-purpose digital geologic 
maps, regional geologic frameworks, and other geologic models that can be used to address high-priority 
land-use issues such as hazards, resources, federal lands, ecosystems, and climate change. GRD staff met 
with the USGS to review 23 proposals for mapping projects in FY 12, 20 involving NPS units. Highlights 
included 1) completed maps for Big Bend NP, part of BandelierNM, and American Memorial Park; 2) 
forecast FY12 completions for Grand Canyon NP, Lake Mead NRA, Mesa Verde NP, Bandelier NM, 
Joshua Tree NP, Ozark NSR; 3) new mapping at Niobrara NR; 4) continued work at Buffalo NR, Great 
Sand Dunes NP&P, Blue Ridge Parkway , Saint-Gaudens NHS, and Mojave NP; 5) need for funds or 
help at Lewis and Clark NHP, Sleeping Bear Dunes NM, Appalachian NST, Channel Islands NP, 
Missouri NRR, and Tumacacori NHP; and 6) the USGS program to complete a Lake Superior Region 
map covering Apostle Islands NL, Grand Portage NM, and Saint Croix NSR. (Contact: Bruce Heise, 303-
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969-2017) 

NPS Partnership with ProjectWET Foundation: The NPS and Project WET (Water Education for 
Teachers) Foundation have partnered to feature national parks and hands-on, science-based activities in a 
new educational series called "Discover the Waters of Our National Parks." The project was highlighted 
on September 14 at the Sustaining the Blue Planet: Global Water Education Conference in Bozeman, 
Montana, which was attended by staff from the BRMD's Program Development, New Initiatives and 
Partnerships Branch. The Deputy Associate Director for Interpretation and Education represented the 
NPS at the conference, which over 200 participants from 40 countries attended. (Contacts: Linda Drees, 
970-225-3595; Mike Whatley, 970-225-3541) 

Black-Footed Ferret Festival at Badlands: BRMD Wildlife Health Branch staff participated in the 
Black-Footed Ferret Festival on September 23-26 at Badlands NP, which commemorated the 30 
anniversary of the rediscovery of black-footed ferrets at Meeteetse, Wyoming, and subsequent recovery 
efforts. Activities at the festival event included public participation in ferret spotlighting and a science 
symposium. The symposium addressed the history of ferret research and recovery efforts from the 1970s 
to the present, as well as the science of ferret recovery, including captive breeding, genetics, and plague. 
While recovery efforts have met with some success, the black-footed ferret remains one of the most 
endangered mammals in the United States due to habitat loss and disease. (Contact: Kevin Castle, 
970-267-2162) 

Good Neighbor Environmental Board Meeting: As DOI representative, BRMD staff participated in a 
meeting of the Good Neighbor Environmental Board (litlp://\\\\\v!epa.go\/oceinpagc/giieb/indc\.htinl), 
an independent federal advisory committee designed to advise on good neighbor practices along the 
U.S.-Mexico border, on September 8-9 in Las Cruces, New Mexico. The board listened and discussed 
presentations from regional power companies, industries that have shifted to renewable power sources, 
and conservation and community development organizations. The board continues to develop its report to 
provide recommendations for responsible ways to take advantage of the abundant renewable energy 
resources in the border region, while improving economic development in the area. (Contact: Greg 
Eckert, 970-225-3594) 

NPS Representation at AFWA: The NRSS Associate Director and BRMD staff attended the 101" Annual 
Meeting of the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (http:/A\ ww.fishwildlife.org/schedule) in 
Omaha, Nebraska, on September 12-14. Staff participated in the following committee meetings: 
Legislative/Federal Budget, White-nose Syndrome Steering Committee & Working Group, Invasive 
Species, Legal, Climate Change, Amphibian & Reptile, Sage Grouse, Federal & Tribal, Energy & 
Wildlife Policy, Science & Research, Lead & Fish and Wildlife Working Group, Partners in Flight 
Federal Agency, Black-Footed Ferret, and Threatened & Endangered Species. In addition, the associate 
director hosted a roundtable discussion with interested states, federal agencies, and NGOs to discuss 
collaborative bison conservation, including the DOI Bison Conservation Initiative and A Call to Action . 
(Contact: Elaine Leslie, 970-267-2135) 

Lionfish Response Plan Workshop: The Water Resources Division (WRD) and Southeast Regional 
Office co-sponsored a workshop on September 13-16 in Miami to develop a Servicewide response plan 
for the lionfish invasion in Gulf of Mexico, South Atlantic, and U.S. Virgin Islands parks. Lionfish are 
voracious consumers of native fish and invertebrates and pose risks to visitors of stings from their 
venomous spines. The meeting was attended by representatives from eight parks, WASO, and SERO. 
The goal was to reach consensus and write a draft plan for protecting integrity of park resources, values, 
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and visitor safety and experience from lionfish in parks. The draft plan is undergoing internal review. 
(Contact: Cliff McCreedy, 202-513-7164) 

U.S.-Chile Workshop on fools for Marine and Terrestrial Protected Area Management: The WRD Ocean 
and Coastal Resources branch chief attended the U.S.-Chile Bilateral Workshop in Valparaiso, Chile, on 
September 5-9. The goal was to advance cooperation on land and marine protected areas as a result of 
the Glacier Bay-Francisco Coloane cooperation agreement ( 
http://www.state.gOv/g/oes/env/trade/chile/158714.htm). The workshop brought together Chilean, U.S., 
and marine protected area (MPA) practitioners from Latin America to exchange expertise, best 
management practices, case studies, and tools on priority issues. The workshop was attended by more 
than 50 MPA representatives from eight countries, including representatives from the NPS, NOAA, 
USFS, and Department of State. (Contact: Jeff Cross, 970-225-3547) 

NPS Contributes to GPS Canopy Testing Study: BRMD Vegetation Inventory Program staff helped 
summarize the multiagency efforts in GPS canopy testing, determining actual performance under tree 
canopies for a variety of handheld GPS receivers. These findings were presented at the Institute of 
Navigation Conference on September 21 in Portland, Oregon. The range of performance is generally 2-8 
meters and not typically the same as the lower 1-3 meter advertised accuracies. These test sites are 
available for continued testing and offer a convenient method to check the performance of new and 
developing handheld GPS receivers. For more information, see the conference website ( 
http://www.ion.org/meetings/absliact.cfm'.'mcctingHT 34&pid; 410&t A&s=l). (Contact: Karl Brown. 
970-225-3591) 

Training Offered 

"Sky Rangers" Training: NSNSD staff co-presented the "Sky Rangers" training in Acadia NP on October 
25-30. Twenty-nine interpretive rangers from national parks, state parks, and nature centers learned sky 
navigation, telescope skills, kinesthetic teaching methods, basic astrophysics, and techniques for 
communicating the problem of light pollution to the public. The SERC Institute, an NPS Research 
Learning Center, provided an outstanding setting for this workshop conducted in partnership with the 
Astronomical Society of the Pacific. The training dovetailed with the Acadia Night Sky Festival— an 
excellent example of resource interpretation leading the way on night sky protection. (Contact: Chad 
Moore, 970-267-7212). 

Webinar on Impacts of Airborne Mercury: The ARD organized a webinar with the Northeast Temperate 
Network, University of Maine, and University of Wisconsin-LaCrosse on September 6 to increase 
awareness about the effects of mercury in national parks. Approximately 25 people attended from 12 
different NPS units. Parks were invited to participate in a citizen science effort organized by 
UMaine/SERC Institute to collect dragonflies for mercury analysis to help the NPS better understand the 
spatial extent of mercury contamination. Great Smoky Mountains NP, Everglades NP, and 
Roosevelt-Vanderbilt NHS plan to participate, joining Acadia, Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller NHP, and 
Saint-Gaudens NHS in data contribution and mercury awareness efforts. The webinar is available on 
SharePoint ( 
http://nrpcsharepoint/ard/communication/September%20201 l%20Mercury%20Webinar/Forms/All Items. 
aspx). (Contact: Colleen Flanagan, 303-969-2806) 

Climate Change in America's National Parks Webinar Series: Robert Guralnick of the University of 
Colorado presented a webinar entitled "Species Response to Climate Change - A View from on High." 
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Guralnick's research is focused on developing a range-wide understanding of how pikas are responding 
to climatic changes. This webinar series takes place at 2 p.m. ET every second Thursday of the month. 
For webinar recordings, visit the climate change SharePoint site ( 
htt[v.//nrpcshaivpi)int/cliinatechange/eomnuinication/\\'eb(i-i)2()Scininars/l;orms/Allltems.aspx). (Contact: 
Amanda Schramm, 206-220-4107) 

Sediment Management Webinar: On September 22, the WRD Ocean and Coastal Resources Branch 
hosted a webinar on "Sediment Management in Ocean and Coastal National Park System Units: Policy, 
Legal and Technical Considerations." It was presented by the senior attorney with the Northeast Regional 
Office of the Solicitor and GRD's policy/regulatory specialist and coastal engineer. The webinar was 
recorded and posted, along with previously recorded webinars, on the WRD intranet ( 
http://www 1 .nrintra.nps.gov/wrd/marine/webinars.cI'm). (Contact: Eva DiDonato, 970-267-7291) 

Staff News 

WRD Chief Retires: At the end of September, WRD Chief Bill Jackson retired following a 31-year 
federal career that included 22 years with the division. Since joining the division, Bill played important 
roles in establishing Servicewide programs in water quality protection and ocean and coastal resource 
stewardship. Bill can be reached at billiackl948agmail.com. (Contact: Gary Rosenlieb, 970-225-3518) 

New EQD Project Managers: EQD welcomes two new project managers to its environmental planning 
and compliance branch. Lucy Bambrey comes to the NPS with more than 30 years of experience in 
planning, compliance, impact analysis, and cultural resource studies. Rob Billerbeck comes to the NPS 
from Colorado State Parks, where he spent the last 13 years, most recently as manager of the agency's 
resource stewardship and resource planning section. (Contact: Pat Walsh, 303-987-6620) 

Partners in Conservation Award: NRSS staff served on two teams that received 2011 Partners in 
Conservation Awards. The Inventory and Monitoring Division's John Gross helped develop Scanning the 
Conservation Horizon: A Guide to Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment , a peer-reviewed guide 
that provides conservation professionals and natural resource managers with a consistent framework for 
assessing vulnerability to climate change. Bert Frost, Beth Johnson, Jeff Cross, Cliff McCreedy, Lynne 
Murdock, and other NPS staff were recognized for their efforts with the DOI Senior Ocean Policy Team, 
which works to develop and implement the nation's first National Ocean Policy. (Contacts: John Gross, 
970-267-21 1 1; Jeff Cross, 970-225-3547) 

NPS Climate Change Scientist Invited as Lead Author for 1PCC: The Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) has invited Patrick Gonzalez to serve as a lead author for the 2013 IPCC 
Supplemental Guidelines on National Greenhouse Gas Inventories. IPCC is the panel of scientists that 
conducts the definitive periodic scientific assessments of climate change and greenhouse gases. In 
recognition of its work, the IPCC was awarded a share of the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize. The NPS uses the 
IPCC Guidelines on National Greenhouse Gas Inventories to quantify how NPS energy efficiency and 
forest management actions reduce the emissions that cause climate change. (Contact: Patrick Gonzalez, 
202-513-7185) 

Servicewide Climate Change Training Detail: Paul Ollig, chief interpreter at John Day Fossil Beds NM, 
ended an eight-week Servicewide climate change training detail with the CCRP on September 30. Paul 
had been working to identify training needs for NPS staff and move training initiatives forward in 
communication, planning, and other fields. He will be followed by a second communication detail, 
Elizabeth Munding (YOSE), at the end of October. (Contact: Angie Richman, 970-267-2136; Paul Ollig, 
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541-987-2333 ext. 214) 

Rocky Mountain CESU (RM-CESU) 2011 Awards for Student and Project Team: Amy Rieser, an 
undergraduate from University of Wyoming, received the student award for her work on the research 
team that designed and conducted an evaluation of Grand Teton NP's "Be Bear Aware" messaging (see 
http:/Avwwxfcmmt.edu/cesu/NFWCFSU/Assets/lndividual%20lhoiect%2()Reports/NPS°/o20Proiects/W 
yoming/2009/09_10Tavlor_GRTE_bear%20safety%20info.pdQ. The project award went to the Bighorn 
Canyon NRA Archeological Field School Team with more than 130 students, including many from tribal 
colleges, for assisting Bighorn Canyon NRA to identify, document, monitor, and protect some of its most 
important cultural resources in a scientific manner (see 
http:/Avww.cfc.umt.edu/cesii/NEWCFSU/Assets/Newsletters/2009/BICA archeo field%20school.pdl). 
(Contact: Eisa Gerloff, 406-243-5346) 

The Natural Resource Stewardship and Science Directorate (NRSS) provides scientific and technical support to 
national parks for the management of natural resources. For more information about NRSS services, visit our 
websites: 

Inside Natural Resources (internal): http://www1.nrintra.nps.gov/ 
Explore Nature (public): http://www.nature.nps.gov/ 
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