Associate Director NRSS Monthly Report-September 2010

New Developments

Electric Power Generation Facility Near Shenandoah NP: Virginia Electric and Power Company
(Dominion) is proposing to build a 1200 MW gas-fired electric power generation facility in

Warren County, VA, seven km north of Shenandoah National Park. The facility is proposing very
clean limits for sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide emissions; however, the proposed facility could
potentially have adverse visibility and nitrogen deposition impacts at the park. The Air Resource
Division (ARD) is coordinating with park and regional office staff and is investigating mitigation
options with Dominion and Virginia. If NPS determines that there is an adverse impact that
cannot be mitigated, a recommendation will be made to the assistant secretary (as the "Federal
Land Manager") for a formal adverse impact finding. Any such adverse impact determination
would have to be made by November 6, 2010. (Contact: Pat Brewer, 303-969-2153).

White-Nose Syndrome Deputy Director’s Guidance: NPS Deputy Director Dan Wenk distributed
a guidance memorandum to regions regarding NPS management of white-nose syndrome
(WNYS), a disease affecting hibernating bats in eastern North America and spreading westward.

- Staff with the Biological Resource Management Division (BRMD) Wildlife Management and
Health Program led development of the memo, along with the NPS WNS Working Group. The
memo acknowledges WNS as a national issue and threat to NPS resources, and provides
information regarding cave and mine closures, acceptable visitor use of caves and mines, and
other WNS management strategies. (Contact: Kevin Castle, 970-267-2162)

Progress

NRInfo Goes Public: A publicly accessible version of the NRInfo Portal with access to a very
limited set of non-sensitive data is now available to partners and the general public via
http://nrinfo.nps.gov. (Contact: Margaret Beer, 970-267-2168)

Point Reyes EIS Process Initiated: A kickoff meeting for the Environmental Impact Statement for
Point Reyes National Seashore Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special Use Permit was held
September 1-3, 2010, in Oakland, CA. Representatives from the park, region, and the
Environmental Quality Division (EQD) attended the meeting, which included a site visit; drafting
of purpose, need, and objectives; preliminary identification of resources that may be impacted;
and discussions regarding public involvement during the NEPA process. Public scoping is
scheduled for October with public meetings in Marin County and Berkeley, CA. (Contact:
Melissa Stedeford, 303-969-2256)

Endangered Species Wildlife Meeting at Haleakala NP: The Hawaii-Pacific Islands CESU
sponsored a one-day meeting of wildlife managers to discuss predator control, statewide
management issues, monitoring protocols, and special projects for two species of concern: the
‘nene’ (Hawaiian goose) and the ‘uau’ (Hawaiian petrel). (Contact: Darcy Hu, 808-985-6092)

Climate Change Response Program Informational Meetings: The Climate Change Response
Program (CCRP) held a series of meetings in Boulder, Denver, and Fort Collins, followed by a
staff retreat at Rocky Mountain National Park. Goals of the meetings were to introduce new
program staff, explore program initiatives, and discuss opportunities for collaboration. Topics
included energy development, water, wildlife, ocean stewardship, and data management. Meeting
participants included NRSS division staffs and partners from other federal, university, state, and
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non-governmental organizations. (Contact: Leigh Welling, 970-225-3513)

NPS-USGS Review: Inventory and Monitoring Division (IMD) staff attended an NPS-USGS
review on September 14 to reassess the NRPP science activities within the two bureaus and to
develop recommendations on strategies and processes leading to stronger science, strategic focus,
and efficiencies in implementation. An assessment of both the best practices and problems
encountered in decision-making and accountability for accomplishment will benefit both
bureaus. An assessment of information-sharing strategies and management of funds was
discussed since a pending USGS reorganization would require it to alter its management of these
funds. (Contact: Shawn Carter, 202-513-7186)

Reports

New Natural Resource Condition Assessment Published: The natural resource condition
assessment for Isle Royale National Park has been published in the Natural Resource Report
series (NPS/NRPC/WRD/NRR—2010/237) and is available on-line (

http://www]1 .nrintra.nps.gov/wrd/Watershed/Phase1rpts.cfm). (Contact: Jeff Cross,
970-225-3547)

Coastal Engineering Inventory Report Published in NRTR Series: A reconnaissance-level
investigation, analysis, and inventory of coastal engineering projects has been completed for ten
national park units: Apostle Islands NL, Boston Harbor Islands NRA, Cape Lookout NS,
Channel Islands NP, Fire Island NS, Fort Pulaski NM, Indiana Dunes NL, Jean Laffite NHP,
Lewis & Clark NP, and Timucuan Ecological and Historic Preserve. This summary report serves
as a supplement to a Geographic Information Systems (GIS) database of coastal engineering
projects. The report was published in the Natural Resource Technical Report Series in September
2010 and is available through NRInfo at http://nrinfo/Reference.mvc/Profile?code=2165163
(Contact: Jodi Eshleman, 215-597-1782)

Geologic Resources Inventory Reports Completed for Seven Parks: During September, Geologic
Resources Inventory reports were completed for Booker T. Washington NHS, Denali NP&Pres,
Grand Teton NP and John D. Rockefeller Jr. Memorial Parkway, Kalaupapa NHP, Padre Island
NS, Saguaro NP, and Valley Forge NHP. The completed reports identify geologic issues,
describe geologic features and processes, and provide a brief geologic history of each park. The
reports are written for resource managers and individuals with a science background, not
necessarily one in geology. The report complements the parks’ digital geologic maps. The
Geologic Resource Division’s (GRD) Geologic Resources Inventory team has now completed
reports for 87 parks. See http://www.nature.nps.gov/geology/inventory/gre_publications.cfm
(Contact: Jason Kenworthy, 303-987-6923)

USGS-NPS Servicewide Benthic Mapping Program Workshop Report Published: The NPS
Inventory and Monitoring Program allocated funds to initiate a benthic mapping program in
ocean and Great Lakes parks in alignment with the NPS Ocean Park Stewardship 2007-2008
Action Plan. The NPS and USGS convened a workshop as a key first step in clarifying needs and
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goals and designing the mapping program. The report summarizing the agenda, discussion, and
findings from the workshop was published as a USGS Open File Report in September 2010 and
is available online at http://pubs.usgs.gov/0f/2010/1194/. (Contact: Rebecca Beavers,
303-987-6945)

Workshops, Conferences, and Presentations

NPScape Webinar and Workshop: IMD staff participated in a webinar and a workshop to
advertise the value of the data produced by the NPScape project, which provides landscape-level
data and evaluations for natural resource management and planning at local, regional, and
national scales. A webinar was conducted on September 22 with St. Mary’s University of
Minnesota, an NPS cooperator, to apply NPScape products to natural resource condition
assessments in the Northern Great Plains and Alaska networks. A landscape dynamics workshop
held on September 16 to collaborate with BRMD, CCRP, Water Resources Division (WRD), and
Natural Sounds Program (NSP) focused on how NPScape and other NRPC landscape-related
projects and expertise can build on one another. (Contact: Bill Monahan, 970-267-2196)

Parks Canada Exchange Visit: IMD staff met with counterparts from Parks Canada in Ottawa
and at Gros Morne National Park in Newfoundland during the week of September 20 to discuss
lessons learned by each agency's ecological monitoring, evaluation, and reporting programs and
early efforts to monitor the effects of climate change on natural resources. During the exchange
visit, scientists from NPS and Parks Canada shared information on recent efforts for
landscape-scale monitoring, assessing the vulnerability of ecosystems to climate change,
integrated data systems, and State of the Park reporting. (Contact: Steve Fancy, 970-225-3571)

Sounds Program Participates in Wilderness Character Integration Team Meeting: NSP staff
participated in the first meeting of the Wilderness Character Integration Team in Golden, CO, on
September 28—30. The purpose of the team is to integrate wilderness character in NPS planning,
management, and monitoring. The NSP program manager gave presentations on the relationship
between the absence of noise and “solitude” and what the Natural Sounds and Night Sky
programs are doing to integrate wilderness qualities into air tour management and soundscape
management plans. (Contact: Karen Trevifio, 970-225-3563)

Wildlife and Visitor Response to Aviation Noise Workshop: NSP staff helped moderate
meetings (sponsored by the Federal Aviation Administration) regarding the impacts of noise on
wildlife and visitor experience in national parks. These meetings were held at the Volpe Center
in Cambridge, MA, on September 21-24. The wildlife meeting identified acoustical
measurements and wildlife studies needed to address outstanding questions regarding noise
impacts. The visitor experience meeting identified study sites and a tentative research schedule
for conducting visitor surveys in parks this fiscal year. These surveys were developed in 2009
and are currently awaiting OMB approval. (Contact: Kurt Fristrup, 970-267-2102)
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Air Tour Management Plan Kick-off Meeting: NSP staff attended the kick-off meeting for the air
tour management plan (ATMP) for the San Francisco Bay area parks—Golden Gate NRA, San
Francisco Maritime NHP, and Point Reyes NS—on September 15, 2010, in San Francisco, CA.
During this meeting, presentations were given on the National Parks Air Tour Management Act
of 2000, the ATMP process, park resources, and current air tours. Meeting participants included
park staff, FAA representatives, the Pacific West Region soundscape coordinator, and
representatives from NOAA, California State Parks, and the Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and
Transportation District. (Contact: Vicki McCusker, 970-267-2117)

NOAA Regional Integrated Sciences and Assessments (RISA) Principal Investigators: The
Climate Change Response program manager participated in the NOAA RISA Principal
Investigators meeting on September 29-30. Goals of the meeting were to review objectives for
the program, including the regional role in climate services, and to explore decision support
research activities and options. Additional topics included the strategy for the National Climate
Assessment and building a sustainable assessment process, key functions of regional science and
services, and how NOAA can integrate climate-related activities both within their own
organization and with partners such as DOI. (Contact: Leigh Welling, 970-225-3513)

NPS Provides Input on BLM Rapid Ecoregional Assessments: Representatives from the CCRP
and BRMD attended multi-agency meetings in Washington, DC, and Fort Collins, CO, to
provide input to the BLM to develop Rapid Ecoregional Assessments (REA). Data, vulnerability
assessments, the application of ecological integrity criteria, and user needs were discussed. BLM
will continue with its pilot REA work in the southwestern United States with stakeholder
workshops in November. The summary document is available on the climate change SharePoint
in the meetings folder. (Contact Greg Eckert, 970-225-3594, or Patrick Gonzalez, 202-513-7185)

Strategic Sciences Working Group (SSWG): WRD and BRMD staff participated in the second
meeting of SSWG held in New Orleans, LA, on September 19-24. The SSWG comprises federal
and nonfederal scientists from a range of disciplines. The task of the SSWG was to develop
scenarios for mid- to long-term recovery of the northern Gulf of Mexico from the Mississippi
Canyon 252 oil spill and possible interventions to accelerate the sustainable recovery of the Gulf
as a coupled human-natural system. (Contact: Jeff Cross, 970-225-3547)

Marine Protected Area-International Ocean Observing System (MPA-IOOS) Task Team
Workshop: The MPA-IOOS task team workshop was held in Monterey, CA, on August 31—
September 2. The interagency team was created to enhance cooperation between the National
System of MPAs and I0OOS. The purpose of the workshop was to obtain information and
recommendations from invited experts on the development of ocean monitoring parameters and
products. Of potential interest to NPS managers of ocean and coastal parks is the [OOS data
catalog (http://www.i0os.gov/catalog/), which helps users locate ocean data collected from
buoys, satellites, and coastal radar stations. (Contact: Thom Curdts, 303-969-2342)

NPS Interns Present at the 17" International Conference on Agquatic Invasive Species: WRD and
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BRMD interns from the Chicago Botanic Garden intern program presented posters titled “Rapid
Assessment Surveys & Protocol for Lionfish Invasions” and “Managing Aquatic Invasive

Species in Ocean, Coastal, and Great Lakes Parks™ at the conference, held in San Diego, CA, on
August 30—September 2. (Contact: Brittany Thompson and Chenie Prudhomme, 970-267-2101)

All Hands Meeting: The NPS Natural Resource Stewardship and Science Directorate held its
annual All Hands Meeting in Lakewood, CO, on September 8. The purpose of the meeting was to
present the latest natural resource management guidance, strategies, and procedures, including
overviews regarding how natural resource stewardship and science overlaps into and integrates
with short- and long-term planning activities at the park and Service-wide level. This meeting
provided the latest information on new and emerging issues, such as the Gulf Coast oil spill and
associated deployment issues. The 2009 National Park Service Director's Awards for natural
resources were also presented at the meeting. Approximately 190 staff members attended,
including staff from Denver and Fort Collins, CO, and Washington, DC. (Contact: Bruce
Peacock, 970-267-2106)

NPS-Sponsored Human Dimensions Conference: The BRMD was a co-sponsor of the 2010
Pathways to Success Conference: Integrating Human Dimensions into Fish and Wildlife
Management, which was held September 27—October 1, 2010. The conference and associated
training program addressed issues that arise as people and wildlife struggle to coexist in a
sustainable and healthy manner. BRMD is a member of the conference planning committee,
which will now be a biennial event. BRMD staff also presented new information on
human-wildlife habituation. For more information, visit the conference website:
http://warnercnr.colostate.edu/nrrt/hdfw/index.html. (Contact: Kirsten Leong, 970-267-2191)

NPS Participation in Feral Cat Impacts Meeting: The Wildlife Society convened agency
representatives, academics, and non-governmental organizations to review the scientific evidence
concerning feral cats, Trap-Neuter-Release management tools, and the impact of feral cats on
wildlife; hear about any organizational positions on feral cats; understand what organizations are
currently doing to address the feral cat crisis; and consider what authorities agencies have to
address the issue. NRSS reiterated that feral cats are managed as exotic species per NPS policies,
feral cat colonies are inappropriate on NPS lands, and the importance of incorporating human
dimensions considerations in feral cat management. (Contact: Elaine Leslie, 970-267-2135)

Ecotoxicology Framework Workshop for Gulf of Mexico: The BRMD and Southeast Regional
Office (SERO) participated in a workshop to develop an ecotoxicology framework for the Gulf
of Mexico in response to the BP Oil Spill. Approximately 20 scientists discussed data
availability, relationship to federal and state actions, and approaches to framework development.
The National Science Foundation-funded group will continue to work through the coming year to
develop products to support this and future oil spill response. SERO and BRMD scientists also
evaluated oiling at GUIS sites, with particular attention to buried oil presence. (Contact Greg
Eckert, 970-225-3594)

NPS Representation at AFWA: BRMD staff represented NPS at the 100" Annual Meeting of the
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (AFWA) in Grand Rapids, Michigan, September
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26-29,2010. AFWA committee meetings with NPS involvement included Human Dimensions,
Wildlife Health, Non-Lead Working Group, Bird Conservation, Partners in
Flight/Shorebird/Waterbird, Partners in Flight Federal Agency, Partners in Flight Implementation
Committee, Wind Energy, Energy & Wildlife Policy, Climate Change, Threatened and
Endangered Species Policy, Science & Research, Invasive Species, Amphibian & Reptile, PARC
Federal Agency. Notable items included unanimous passage of a Non-Lead Resolution at the
Business Meeting. Several BRMD staff members presented at the conference. (Contact: Elaine
Leslie, 970-267-2135)

Information Clearinghouse on Utility-Scale Solar Energy Development: GRD staff participated
in a two-day planning meeting about a Department of Energy clearinghouse that will contain
information covering the following topics: utility-solar energy technologies, federal and state
permitting processes, resource impacts, mitigation measures, rules of thumb and maps, data on
specific projects and proposals, and links to state-of-the-art research. According to Argonne
National Laboratory, which is designing the clearinghouse, the web-based site should start to go
live by the spring of 2011. (Contact: Carol McCoy, 303-969-2096)

Staff News

EQD Staff Recognized: The Department of the Interior’s Office of Natural Resource Restoration
(Natural Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration Program) recognized NPS staff for their
contribution to the NRDAR Program in general and specifically related to significant cases.
Group awards were given to Trustee Councils for the Palmerton Zinc Superfund Site and the
Obed River Oil Spill in "Recognition of Exemplary Service in the Natural Resource Damage
Assessment and Restoration Program." EQD Resource Protection Branch staff receiving
recognition included Heather Best, Karen Sanborn, Bruce Peacock, Mark VanMouwerik, and
Dave Anderson. (Contact: Tammy Whittington, 303-969-2073)

Rocky Mountain CESU Award: Jami Belt, a master’s degree student in the Wildlife Biology
Program at the University of Montana, received the 2010 Student Award from the Rocky
Mountain CESU based on her work with the Crown of the Continent Research Learning Center
at Glacier NP. Her thesis topic was evaluating population estimates of mountain goats based on
citizen science. She has also been active in the citizen science program in Glacier to estimate
populations of loons, pikas, and Clark’s Nutcrackers. (Contact: Tara Carolin, Director, CCRLC,
406-888-5827)

New Marine Fisheries Biologist: Karl Brookins has joined the Ocean and Coastal Resources
Branch of WRD. Karl came from the State of Hawaii where he led commercial fishery and stock
enhancement programs, and American Samoa where he served as chief of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources. Karl also taught resource management, conducted research, and worked on fishery
management in Micronesia and the Pacific Northwest. He completed his doctoral research on
redtail surfperch surf fisheries in the Pacific Northwest at Oregon State University and his
master’s degree research on transport of crab larvae at University of Delaware. (Contact: Karl
Brookins, 970-225-3504)




Climate Change Response Program Permanent Staff: The CCRP permanent staff now include
Leigh Welling (program manager) Cat Hawkins Hoffman (adaptation coordinator), Angie
Richman (communication specialist), Melanie Wood (program assistant), John Gross (I&M
climate change ecologist) and Tanya Shenk (BRMD landscape ecologist) in Fort Collins, and
Shawn Carter (I1&M liaison), Patrick Gonzalez (climate change scientist) and Julie Thomas
McNamee (ARD liaison) in Washington, DC. Current detailees and term positions with the
program include Don Weeks (scenario planner), Shelly Clubb (project manager), Patrick Malone
(scenario planner), Matt Rose (adaptation and mitigation specialist), and Susan Johnson (ARD
policy advisor). (Contact: Leigh Welling, 970-225-3513)
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