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Heads Up 

Wilderness Character Webinar Series Announced: The Arthur Carhart National Wilderness Training 
Center, in collaboration with the Aldo Leopold Wilderness Research Institute and the Wilderness 
Institute at the University of Montana, is hosting a webinar series on Wilderness Character and its 
Application to Wilderness Stewardship . The series is designed to help staff better understand the 
importance of wilderness character and how it can be used in project planning, day-to-day management 
decisions, and monitoring. The first webinar will be held on Wednesday, January 25, 2012, at 11:00 a.m. 
MT, with guest speaker Dr. Peter Landres, ecologist at the Leopold Institute. Also in attendance will be 
Dr. Wayne Freimund, director of the Wilderness Institute at the University of Montana. To register for 
the first webinar, go to 
https://w\\ w 306.1 i\emeeting.com/lrs/8()02Q89786/Registration.asp.\?PageNamc=;6m2\ vzrhdsndt1d5. 
(Contacts: Tim Devine, 406-243-4612; Ashley Adams, 202-513-7130) 

Seeking Input for Taxonomist in Parks Program: The directorate is exploring the feasibility of developing 
a Taxonomist in Parks program, the primary goal of which will be to encourage taxonomists to 
participate in biodiversity discovery activities (e.g., all taxa biological inventories and bioblitzes). The 
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program will also provide opportunities for beginning and advanced students of taxonomy to learn and 
gain practical experience in the national parks. Please send any comments by December 20, 201 1, to 
Sally Plumb, NPS biodiversity coordinator, at sally_plumb@nps.gov. An overview of the program as 
currently envisioned may be found on SharePoint ( 
http://nrpcsharepoint/brmd/humdim/biodiversitydiscovery/Taxonomist%20in%20Parks/Forms/Allltems.a 
snx). (Contact: Sally Plumb, 970-267-2180) 

Seeking Input on Biodiversity Discovery Programs: The Biological Resource Management Division 
(BRMD) is requesting information regarding any biodiversity discovery programs (e.g., all taxa 
biodiversity inventories, bioblitzes, and bioquests) that have taken place at parks since January 2011. 
This information will contribute to Call to Action Item #7: Next Generation Stewards and will be shared 
with parks across the system. Please send a brief description of the program, including number of 
participants, number of species found, and number of species new to both the park and to science, to 
Sally Plumb, NPS biodiversity coordinator, at sally_plumb@nps.gov. See 
http://www.nature.nps.gov7biolog\/bi()diversity/biodiversitydiscovery.cfin for more information. 
(Contact: Sally Plumb, 970-267-2180) 

Geoscientists-in-the-Parks Positions Advertised for 2012: Eighty-nine Geoscientists-in-the-Parks geology 
and integrated science internships will be filled throughout the Service in FY 2012, with 74 currently 
advertised by program partner the Geological Society of America ( 
http://rock.geosociety.Org/g corps/2012/a|I.lpbDescriptions.asp). An additional 15 fall and winter 
positions are already in progress in parks. Fifteen of the positions are diversity internships targeted at 
under-represented youth and will hosted at Assateague Island, Bryce Canyon, Cape Cod, Capitol Reef, 
Death Valley, Delaware Water Gap, Florissant Fossil Beds, Fossil Butte, Gateway, Glen Canyon, Grand 
Canyon, Mount Rainier, Northern Great Plains Network, Shenandoah, and White Sands. (Contact: Lisa 
Norby, 303-969-2318) 

Accomplishments 

At-Risk Youth Help Complete Project at Channel Islands NP: The Prisoners Harbor Coastal Wetland 
Restoration Project was designed to restore what was once the largest wetland system in the Channel 
Islands. The Water Resources Division (WRD) restoration design for the site called for excavating 
more than 11,000 cubic yards of fill to re-establish rare coastal marsh and willow habitat and to 
reconnect the Canada del Puerto channel to its floodplain. Contractors completed the 
earthmoving phase in September 2011. In November 2011, WRD staff, park staff, volunteers, and a 
crew from the Los Angeles Conservation Corps planted over 15,000 native wetland plants. The corps 
provides at-risk young adults and school-aged youth with opportunities for success by providing them 
with job skills training, education, and work experience, with an emphasis on conservation and service 
projects that benefit the community. (Contact: Joel Wagner, 303-969-2955: Mike Martin, 970-225-3509) 

Progress 

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Progress: The USEPA collected data in the Great Lakes and estuaries 
nationwide for the National Coastal Condition Assessment (NCCA) in summer 2010. Through the Great 
Lakes Restoration Initiative (hllp://greatlakesrestoralion.us/), the NPS partnered with the USEPA to 
assess water quality in the Great Lakes national parks during the 2010 sampling season. In preparation 
for the data analyses, national workgroups were established to review and revise the NCCA thresholds 
and cut points. A WRD Oceans and Coastal Branch scientist represented NRSS on the water quality 
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workgroup. On November 14, the workgroup developed recommendations for regional and indicator 
thresholds that were submitted to the NCCA steering committee for consideration. (Contact: Eva 
DiDonato, 970-267-7291) 

Final EIS for Yellowstone NP Winter Use Plan: The NPS released the Final EIS for the Yellowstone 
National Park Winter Use Plan in early November ( 
http://parkplaiming.nps.gov/prqiectl lpme,cfm?piv>jectlD=29281). The preferred alternative is to allow 
snowmobile and snowcoach use for the 2011/2012 winter season at the same levels and with the same 
restrictions as were in place for the past two winters under the 2009 interim regulation. This decision will 
only be in place for the 201 1/2012 winter season. The NPS will issue a supplemental EIS next year, in 
order to make a long-term decision prior to the 2012/2013 winter season. The Environmental Quality 
Division (EQD) managed development of the plan/EIS. (Contact: Dave Jacob, 303-987-6970) 

Public Scoping for Glen Canyon Dam Long Term Experimental Management Plan/EIS: The NPS and 
Bureau of Reclamation hosted a series of public scoping meetings in November for the Glen Canyon 
Dam Long Term Experimental and Management Plan/EIS (LTEMP/EIS) in various locations in Arizona, 
Nevada, and Colorado. The purpose of the LTEMP is to inform departmental decisions and operate Glen 
Canyon Dam in such a manner as to improve and protect downstream resources in Glen Canyon NRA 
and Grand Canyon NP while maintaining compliance with the 1992 Grand Canyon Protection Act and 
other relevant laws. EQD is helping to manage development of the LTEMP/EIS. (Contact: Rob 
Billerbeck, 303-987-6789) 

Draft Plan/EIS for Protecting and Restoring Native Fxosystems by Managing Non-Native Ungulates at 
Hawafi Volcanoes NP: The NPS released the Draft Plan/EIS for Protecting and Restoring Native 
Ecosystems by Managing Non-Native Ungulates at Hawai'i Volcanoes NP in early November ( 
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/projectHomc.cfm7prqjcctlD-19367). The purpose of the plan/EIS is to 
develop a comprehensive and systematic framework for managing non-native ungulates that supports 
long-term ecosystem protection, supports natural ecosystem recovery and provides desirable conditions 
for active ecosystem restoration, and supports protection and preservation of cultural resources. EQD is 
managing development of the plan/EIS. (Contact: Dan Niosi, 303-969-2068) 

Public Scoping for Great Sand Dunes NP&P Ungulate Management Plan/EIS: The NPS hosted public 
scoping meetings in November for the Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve Ungulate 
Management Plan/EIS in Alamosa and Crestone, Colorado. The purpose of the plan is to establish a 
framework for the management of elk, bison, and other ungulates that supports attainment of desired 
habitat conditions at the park and is compatible with conditions and management activities across the 
broader San Luis Valley landscape. EQD is managing development of the plan/EIS. (Contact: Tom 
Flanagan, 303-969-2691) 

Pacific West Wilderness Air Tour Management Plan Workshop: Staff from the Natural Sounds and 
Night Skies Division (NSNSD) participated in the Pacific West Region Wilderness Air Tour 
Management Plan Policy Group workshop on November 8-10 in San Francisco. The goal is to develop a 
consistent approach to protecting wilderness areas from noise impacts. The workshop included 
discussions on desired conditions and management approaches for soundscapes. As a follow up, the 
NSNSD was tasked with developing example wilderness soundscape indicators and standards for parks 
in the Pacific West Region affected by air tours. (Contact: Lelaina Marin, 970-225-3552) 

Elk Management Technical Assistance at Theodore Roosevelt NP: BRMD Wildlife Health Branch staff 
completed a six-week assignment that provided veterinary and wildlife management technical assistance 
to Theodore Roosevelt NP during their elk culling operations. Additionally, metrics and data were 
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gathered that will provide a foundation for comparing and contrasting elk culling programs at Theodore 
Roosevelt, Rocky Mountain, and Grand Teton national parks. Expected products are a white paper or 
manuscript describing similarities and differences of elk culling programs within the NPS. (Contact: 
Jenny Powers, 970-267-2122) 

South Florida/Caribbean l&M Network Review: A program review of the South Florida/Caribbean I&M 
Network was held in Miami, Florida, on November 15-18, 201 1. The review panel's report concluded 
that the network is off to an excellent start. Park managers gave many examples of how they are using 
network products for park management and planning and spoke highly about the excellent scientific and 
technical support that network staff provide to their park. The results to date are particularly impressive 
when the considerable logistical challenges that the network must deal with are taken into account. 
(Contact: Steve Fancy, 970-225-3571) 

Marine Protected Areas Federal Advisory Committee: WRD staff assisted DOl with the Marine 
Protected Areas (MPA) Federal Advisory Committee meeting in New Orleans on November 15-17. DOl 
is the federal agency co-lead for implementation of Executive Order 13158, which charges NOAA and 
DOl to establish and coordinate a national system of state, federal, and tribal protected areas with 
submerged and intertidal marine resources. Twenty-nine NPS units are currently included in the MPA 
system (http://www.mpa.gov/), and the NPS nominated three additional units in November: Ebey's 
Landing National Historical Reserve, Cumberland Island NS, and Fort Pulaski NM. (Contact: Cliff 
McCreedy, 202-513-7164) 

Kaloko-Honokohau NHP Testimony: The Water Rights Branch provided testimony before the State of 
Hawaii Commission on Water Resource Management on behalf of Kaloko-Honokohau NHP after a 
briefing on the Hawaii County Water Use and Development Plan Update by commission staff. It was 
noted that the plan does not consider the effects of groundwater development on cultural and ecological 
uses of groundwater in the park and discussed the need for state administrative control over water use to 
protect public trust resources. (Contact: Paula Cutillo, 970-225-3537) 

Reports and Publications 

Ecological Thresholds for Maintaining Healthy Ecosystems: The Air Resources Division (ARD) has 
worked with the Ecological Society of America to develop a document in their Issues in Ecology series 
called "Setting Limits: Using Air Pollution Thresholds to Protect and Restore U.S. Ecosystems." Issues 
in Ecology papers are developed by a coalition of subject matter experts for use by Congressional staff, 
educators, land managers, and others interested in applying science in policy contexts. This paper 
suggests ecosystem thresholds, critical loads, and other science-based strategies to set limits on acid rain, 
algal blooms, and accumulation of toxic mercury in plants and animals. The pdf version of Issues in 
Ecology #14 is available on ESA's website ( 
http://esa.org/science resources/issucs/lilel/nglish/issuesinecology 14.pdf). (Contact: Tamara Blett, 
303-969-2011) 

Publication on Climate Change, Management Decisions, and the Visitor Experience: An article 
co-authored by the BRMD Human Dimensions Program is now available. The paper examined the role of 
social science research in informing management decisions regarding visitor experience in the context of 
climate change. The full reference is: "Brownlee, Matthew T.J. and Kirsten M. Leong. 2011. Climate 
change, management decisions, and the visitor experience: The role of social science research. Park 
Science , 28 (02), pp. 43-47." For a copy of the article, visit: 
http://www.nature.nps.gov/parkscience/index.cfm7ArticlelD=5 10 (Contact: Kirsten Leong, 
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970-267-2191) 

Presentations, Conferences, and Workshops 

Bison Conservation Meeting: On November 9-10 in Rapid City, South Dakota, BRMD staff facilitated a 
meeting, co-hosted by the Midwest Region (MWR), with superintendents and staff from five parks to 
review contributions towards the DOI Bison Conservation Initiative and Call to Action Item #26: Back 
Home on the Range. The MWR will work across parks to advance bison conservation towards 100-year 
goals, including 1) periodic, science-based removals of live bison, with subsequent transfer to 
conservation partners; 2) multi-park collaboration to conduct baseline genetics sampling and analyses; 
and 3) identification of innovative and creative near-term partnerships to advance bison conservation. 
(Contact: Glenn Plumb, 970-267-7203) 

NPS Climate Change Coordinating Group Meeting: The NPS Climate Change Coordinating Group met 
in DC on November 15-16 to plan strategically for Servicewide climate change response actions to feed 
into the development of the Climate Change Action Plan. The group includes the NPS director and the 
associate directors of Natural Resource Stewardship & Science; Park Planning, Facilities & Lands; 
Interpretation & Education; and Cultural Resource Stewardship. Advising this group are the Midwest 
regional director, the superintendent of Everglades NP, the NPS science advisor, and the Climate Change 
Response Program (CCRP) chief. (Contact: Leigh Welling, 970-225-3513) 

IPCC Guidelines on National Greenhouse Gas Inventories Meeting: CCRP staff participated in an 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) meeting at the Institute for Global Environmental 
Strategies, in Hayama, Japan, on November 1-3, 2011. The meeting brought together lead authors to 
organize the 2013 IPCC Supplemental Guidelines on National Greenhouse Gas Inventories. The NPS 
uses these guidelines to quantify how NPS energy efficiency and forest management actions reduce the 
emissions that cause climate change. (Contact: Patrick Gonzalez, 202-513-7185) 

Bringing Natural Sounds and Night Skies to the American Planning Association: NSNSD staff presented 
a session at a workshop sponsored by the American Planning Association, Federal Planning Division, on 
November 9-10, 2011. The presentation focused on the importance of natural sounds and night skies and 
how to incorporate the topics into planning. Overall, the workshop provided an opportunity for 
collaboration and dialogue among federal and non-federal planners. (Contact: Frank Turina, 
970-225-3530) 

Florida Interagency Ecological Site Applications Workshop: Geologic Resources Division (GRD) staff 
participated in the Interagency Ecological Site Application Workshop, hosted by the Arehbold Biological 
Station and the USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service, in Venus, Florida. The workshop 
introduced ongoing efforts of the various federal land management agencies and their partners in Florida 
regarding the development of soil surveys, ecological site concepts, state and transition models, and their 
interpretation through ecological site descriptions, as well as their utility as a dynamic tool for a wide 
variety of resource management concerns. The NPS Soils Program manager provided an overview of 
current plans to initiate the soil-ecological site inventories for Big Cypress NPres and Biscayne, Dry 
Tortugas, and Everglades NPs. (Contact: Pete Biggam, 303-987-6948) 

NPS Presentations in Wildlife Society Conference: BRMD staff participated in The Wildlife Society's 
(TWS) 18 Annual Conference. Staff co-hosted a symposium on Human Dimensions of Human-Wildlife 
Conflict; co-chaired the Human Dimensions Working Group meeting; participated in the Native 
American Mentoring Program, served on the TWS Blue Ribbon Panel for the Future on the Wildlife 



Profession; updated the TWS Council on the TWS Ungulate Management in National Parks white paper; 
gave a presentation on chronic wasting disease and elk and the Colorado Canada lynx reintroduction; and 
represented NPS on the TWS Biometrics Working Group Board. (Contact: Elaine Leslie, 970-267-2135) 

Meeting on Strategies for Illegal Marijuana Sites: BRMD staff participated in a meeting in San Francisco 
on November 14 organized by the Visitor and Resource Protection Directorate to discuss strategies to 
address illegal marijuana sites. Topics included status reports from five California parks, research on 
potential food web impacts of on-site chemicals, and legal and social issues of marijuana use. 
Participants included NPS park and WASO staff, academia, and the U.S. Attorneys' office. BRMD also 
made site visits to Whiskeytown and Golden Gate/Presidio to discuss marijuana issues and other 
restoration needs with park staff. (Contact: Greg Eckert, 970-225-3594) 

Northeast Region Webinar: Connecting RECs. l&M. CESUs. and ECCs: On November 8, CCRP staff 
conducted a web seminar to discuss ways to collaborate more fully across existing networks on climate 
change issues in the Northeast Region. The webinars included presentations and discussion with staff 
from the Research Learning Centers, Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Units, Landscape Conservation 
Cooperatives, Inventory & Monitoring networks, regional science programs, and the Climate Change 
Response Program. (Contact: Tim Watkins, 202-513-7189) 

Training Offered 

NPS Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) Webinar: The NPS IACUC and the USDA 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) Animal Care unit hosted a Servicewide webinar 
entitled "The NPS IACUC and How You Can Use If" on November 17. Topics included the Animal 
Welfare Act and its regulations, the role of the USDA APHIS Animal Care unit in animal welfare, and 
the role of the NPS IACUC regarding the use of vertebrate animals in research, teaching, and exhibition 
in the NPS. Participants from all seven NPS regions were represented on this inaugural IACUC webinar, 
which is available NPS IACUC SharePoint site 
(htlp://nrpcsharepoinl/brmd/\\ ildlileiipsiacuc Document"o20l .ibrary/Forms/Allllems.aspx). (Contact: 
John Bryan, 970-267-2176) 

Climate Change in America's National Parks Webinar Series: Julia Cole, University of Arizona 
Department of Geosciences, presented this month's webinar focused on placing ongoing climate changes 
in the context of natural variability related to ocean systems. To view this and other webinar recordings, 
go to http://nrpcsharcpoint/climatcchange/communication/Web%20Seminars/Forms/Allltems.aspx. 
(Contact: Angie Richman, 970-267-2136) 

Human-Wildlife Conflict Resolution Training: The Human Wildlife Conflict Collaboration, for which 
the NPS is a member of the steering committee, in conjunction with The Wildlife Society (TWS), held a 
four-day training at Hawai'i Volcanoes NP in early November. The NPS Pacific West Region and the 
Hawai'i-Pacific Islands Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit sponsored three NPS staff and two 
University of Hawai'i student attendees. Using a conflict resolution framework, participants from 
agencies, non-governmental organizations, and academia engaged in activity-based learning, including 
several local case-studies. A half-day training also was held at the annual TWS conference. (Contact: 
Kirsten Leong, 970-267-2191; Darcy Hu, 808-985-6092) 

Staff News 
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North Atlantic LCC Adaptation Coordinator Joins the NPS: Amanda Babson joins the NPS as the North 
Atlantic Landscape Conservation Cooperative (LCC) adaptation coordinator based at the University of 
Rhode Island. Amanda will engage with the North Atlantic LCC and other climate adaptation initiatives 
in the Northeast Region and across the country. (Contact: Amanda Babson, 401-874-6015) 

Servicewide Climate Change Training Detail: Elizabeth Munding, interpretive park ranger at Yosemite 
NP, began work with the CCRP on October 26 to further develop climate change web-based products for 
internal and external audiences. Elizabeth will complete this nine-week detail on December 21. (Contact: 
Angie Richman, 970-267-2136; Elizabeth Munding, 209-379-2173 ext. 2173) 

Janice DeSordi Joins NRSS WASO: Janice joined NRSS as the WASO administrative assistant to DAD. 
She comes to NRSS from more than 10 years in administrative careers with the Department of Defense 
(Air Force and Army) and with a bachelor's degree in Sociology and Criminal Justice. (Contact: Beth 
Johnson, 202-513-7208). 

The Natural Resource Stewardship and Science Directorate (NRSS) provides scientific and technical support to 
national parks for the management of natural resources. For more information about NRSS services, visit our 
websites: 

Inside Natural Resources (internal): http://www1 .nrintra.nps.gov/ 
Explore Nature (public): http://www.naturenps.qov/ 
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