Associate Director NRSS Monthly Report-May 2011

Heads Up

World Listening Day: The second annual World Listening Day will be held on July 18, 2011.
Co-organized by the World Listening Project and the Midwest Society for Acoustic Ecology, World
Listening Day provides an opportunity to engage visitors in listening to park soundscapes across the
system and sharing their experiences. For more information, see the Natural Sounds and Night Skies
Division (NSNSD) website at http://nature.nps.gov/naturalsounds/outreach/worldlisteningday.cfm.
(Contacts: Lelaina Marin, 970-225-3552; Vicki McCusker, 970-267-2117)

New Developments

Certifying Visibility Impairment in Three Pacific Northwest Parks: The Pacific West regional director is
requesting that the assistant secretary certify visibility impairment at Mt. Rainier, Olympic, and North
Cascades national parks due to the Alcoa Intalco aluminum smelter in the State of Washington. The
certification letter and accompanying briefing package are being reviewed by the Solicitor’s Office and
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will be forwarded to the director and the assistant secretary for signature. (Contact: John Bunyak,
303-969-2818)

Water Education Partnership: The National Park Service and Project WET Foundation have signed a
partnership agreement, the first step in the development of an ambitious water education program about
America’s national parks. Using the water stories of our parks and hands-on, science-based activities,
“Discover the Waters of Our National Parks” will reach visitors as well as educators and students
worldwide. Products may include a film, special workshops, seminars and on-line courses, children’s
activity booklets, educator guides, posters, a web portal, and other materials that meet local, state, and
national curriculum standards. Since 1984, Project WET (Water Education for Teachers) has dedicated
itself to reaching children, parents, teachers and community members throughout the world with water
education. Learn more at http://www.projectwet.org. (Contact: Bill Jackson, 970-225-9965)

Progress

Inventory and Monitoring (I&M) Collaborative Efforts: I&M staff are working closely with staff from
the USFWS and USFS. NPS and USFWS staff began discussions about developing a version of the
NPSpecies data application for the National Wildlife Refuge System, including tracking threatened and
endangered species data on parks and refuges. The I&M Program has begun developing software for a
data and documents discovery and retrieval system for the refuge system that is a modified version of
(and linked to) the NPS system. I&M staff also provided a briefing for the USFS on the NPS I&M
Program. The USFS expressed interest in using some of our protocols and approaches for monitoring on
national forest lands. Managers from the USFWS I&M Program also participated. (Contact: Steve Fancy,
970-225-3571)

New Integrated Resource Management Applications (IRMA) Release: Release 10 of IRMA at NRInfo
went into production on May 5. This was a key milestone in a four-year project to transition three legacy
I&M systems into a centralized portal with a single-sign on and cohesive look and feel. With release 10,
the legacy NPSpecies system was retired; the new version is in NRInfo. Release 10 enhancements
include new capabilities to download search results as a spreadsheet or database, save search parameters
and share the searches with others, and connect directly to references and develop customized queries
and summaries. The NRInfo webinar schedule can be found at

http://www l.nrintra.nps.gov/im/irma/webinar_schedule.pdf. (Contact: Margaret Beer, 970-267-2168)

Donation to Support Chronic Wasting Disease Research: The National Park Service received a $78,500
donation from the Prion Research Institute to support research on chronic wasting disease in elk in Rocky
Mountain NP and the surrounding area. Chronic wasting disease, a fatal neurologic disease that can have
population-level impacts, has become established in or near a number of NPS units. Wildlife Health
Program staff have been working with the institute’s CEO, former U.S. Senator Wayne Allard, to
coordinate the research. Project funding will be matched by Colorado State University. The Colorado
Division of Wildlife will also collaborate on a portion of the research to analyze data collected over the
last 10 years. (Contact: Ryan Monello, 970-267-2170)

Colorado Plateau CESU (CP-CESU) Funds 12 Research Proposals: The CP-CESU awarded nearly
$46,000 to six projects in the FY 2011 funding call. The diverse projects include fossil inventories at
Petrified Forest, production of podcasts at Timpanogos Cave, and incorporation of traditional ecological
knowledge in watershed restoration at Canyon de Chelly. An additional $54,000 was given to six
proposals for a second year of funding through the FY2010 call. For a list of projects and partner
universities, see http://www.cefns.nau.edu/Orgs/CPCESU/current/CPCESUfunded2007.shtml. (Contact:
Judy Bischoff, 928-523-6638)
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Supporting Endangered California Condors: For the second year, the Wildlife Health Program provided
veterinary assistance to the California Condor Program at Pinnacles NM in their pursuit of
re-establishing a healthy population of condors. Technical support included health assessments on adult
and juvenile condors, surveillance, nest-entry and health assessments on a condor chick, chelation
treatments, and vaccinations. Staff provided professional consultation on further development and
equipping of the new mobile Condor Care Unit, which will greatly improve the capacity to treat condors
on-site. The California condor is one of the most endangered species on Earth, with a few isolated
populations in the western United States, including the small group in Pinnacles (
http://www.nps.gov/pinn/naturescience/condors.htm). (Contact: John A. Bryan, II, 970-267-2176)

Wolf Capture Assistance at Isle Royale NP: Wildlife Health Program veterinarians assisted biologists
from Isle Royale NP and Michigan Tech University with wolf trapping efforts from April 28 to May 12,
2011. Although trapping was unsuccessful, information gained on wolf distribution will contribute to the
longest ongoing natural study of predator-prey ecology—more than 50 years. For more information about
the study, see http://www.nps.gov/isro/naturescience/ecological-studies-of-wolves-on-isle-royale.htm.
(Contact: Kevin Castle, 970-267-2162)

International Migratory Bird Day: International Migratory Bird Day was held on May 14, 2011, to
celebrate and bring attention to bird migration across the Americas (see http://birdday.org/birdday for
details). Many parks celebrated International Migratory Bird Day, including the Schoodic Education and
Research Center (an NPS research learning center) at Acadia NP, which held a public talk and citizen
science events in which participants identified as many birds as they could find. (Contact: Abe
Miller-Rushing, 207-288-1338)

Reports and Publications

Bicentennial of New Madrid Earthquakes Poster Available: The U.S. Geological Survey, in cooperation
with the NPS, recently published a general-interest poster to commemorate the bicentennial of the 1811
and 1812 New Madrid, Missouri, earthquakes, which were felt strongly in what is now the central United
States. The poster highlights NPS units in the area and contains the earthquake epicenters, photographs,
first-hand accounts, and earthquake potential in the central United States. PDFs are available online at
http://pubs.usgs.gov/gip/118/. Paper copies of the poster are available from the Geological Resources
Division (GRD). (Contact: Bruce Heise, 303-969-2017)

Three Hawai‘i Geologic Resources Inventory Reports Completed: The GRD Geologic Resources
Inventory program completed and distributed reports for Pu‘uhonua o Hénaunau NHP,
Pu‘ukohola Heiau NHS, and Kaloko-Honokdhau NHP. The inventory reports identified geologic
issues, described geologic features and processes, and provided a brief geologic history of each park. The
reports complement the parks’ digital geologic maps. The Geologic Resources Inventory team has now
completed reports for 91 parks. The team’s products include scoping meeting summaries, digital geologic
map data, and geologic reports; all are available at the GRI website at
http://www.nature.nps.gov/geology/inventory/gre_publications.cfm. (Contact: Jason Kenworthy,
303-987-6923)

Presentations, Conferences and Workshops

National Phenological Network Meeting: Climate Change Response Program (CCRP), IMD, and other
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NPS staff attended the USA National Phenological Network (USA-NPN) “Agency Information and
Listening Session” on May 2-5. Key goals of the meeting were to determine the evolving role of the
USA-NPN board of directors (which includes an IMD staff member), to determine what changes are
needed to the legal structure of the USA-NPN, and to inform and better engage high-level staff from
federal agencies with a mission-related interest in phenology. CCRP staff initiated a discussion that could
result in partnering with the NPN to apply their web-based citizen science tools in national parks.
(Contact: John Gross, 970-267-2111; Tim Watkins, 202-513-7189)

Natural Resources Advisory Group Meeting: The Natural Resources Advisory Group (NRAG) met on
May 2-5 at Great Sand Dunes NP. All NRSS divisions and NPS regions were represented at the meeting.
Discussion topics included ocean and coastal priorities, renewable energy and transmission, exotic plant
management teams, ungulate management, climate change, NEPA, and pressing regional topics. For
more information about the meeting, contact your regional NRAG representative. (Contact: Beth
Johnson, 202-513-7208)

Planning Assessment and Reporting: IMD staff presented a proposal for a new State of the Parks
reporting system to the NRAG and discussed how this new report relates to Resource Stewardship
Strategies, Wilderness Character monitoring, the NPS scorecard, and the core mission of NPS. A State of
the Park report is a communication tool that provides a snapshot of the status and trend in the condition
of selected park resources and values—including natural resources, cultural resources, visitor experience,
and park infrastructure. (Contact: Steve Fancy, 970-225-3571)

International Stewardship Meetings: The Oceans and Coastal Resources Branch chief and the NPS
Wilderness Stewardship Division chief attended the North American Committee on Cooperation for
Wilderness Conservation (NAW) and the Trilateral Committee for Wildlife and Ecosystem Conservation
and Management meetings in Oaxaca, Mexico, on May 16-20. Representatives from Canada, Mexico,
and the United States attended both meetings. The NAW committee meeting marked a leadership
transition from Parks Canada to NPS (Jon Jarvis) and broadened its scope from wilderness to protected
areas to best serve the common interests of the three countries. Five working tables met during the
Trilateral Committee meetings to exchange information on ongoing projects, agree upon priority actions
for the next year, assign responsibility for each action, and establish completion deadlines. The chiefs
participated in the Ecosystem Conservation table. For a copy of the trip report or more information,
contact Jeff Cross. (Contact: Jeff Cross, 970-225-3547)

North American Wilderness Meeting: For the first time, the directors of the seven North American
government agencies that manage wilderness met in person at the Northern American Committee on
Cooperation for Wilderness Conservation (NAW) on May 3-5 in Banff, Canada. The CCRP program
manager also attended and presented a session on the role of protected areas and climate change.
(Contact: Leigh Welling, 970-225-3513)

Southern Sierra Climate Adaptation Workshop: CCRP staff participated in a Southern Sierra Climate
Change Adaptation workshop led by Sequoia NP on May 2-3. CCRP staff gave a presentation on the use
of downscaled climate data for vulnerability analyses. The NPS, USFS, USGS, University of California—
Davis, and other partners finalized scenarios and identified a plan for conducting scientific vulnerability
analyses to adapt fire management to climate change. (Contact: Patrick Gonzalez, 202-513-7185)

Webinar to Connect Networks on Climate Change Issues: CCRP staff conducted two webinars to discuss
ways to collaborate more fully across existing networks on climate change issues in the Alaska Region
(May 9) and Pacific West Region (May 19). The webinars included presentations and discussion with




staff from the RLCs, CESUs, Landscape Conservation Cooperatives, I&M networks, regional science
programs, and the CCRP. Webinars will be conducted with the remaining regions over the summer.
(Contact: Tim Watkins, 202-513-7189)

Acoustical Society of America Conference: In collaboration with partners, the NSNSD organized a
session at the 161st meeting of the Acoustical Society of America in Seattle on May 26, 2011. The
session, entitled “Noise, Animal Bioacoustics, and Committee on Standards: Measurement and
Assessment of the Soundscape in Parks and Wilderness Areas,” included talks from NPS staff,
contractors, and others and concluded with a panel discussion. Topics encompassed both completed
research and future plans with a focus on noise measurement and modeling to meet legislative and policy
mandates for park management. (Contact: Dan Mennitt, 970-267-2114)

NSF Climate Change Education Pilot Workshop: The third workshop for the NSF-funded climate change
education partnership was held on May 25 in Washington, D.C., to discuss how to further efforts to
communicate climate change in a place-based setting. This workshop included NPS staff from Harper’s
Ferry NHP, National Capital Parks-East, Prince William Forest Park, Mather Training Center, National
Capital Regional Office, and national offices, as well as partners from USFWS, NOAA, and educational
institutions. The next workshop in this series is scheduled for June 22, 2011, in Cooper Landing, Alaska.
(Contact: Angie Richman, 970-267-2136)

Training Offered

First Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment Course: IMD staff presented a pilot course on
conducting climate change vulnerability assessments at NCTC in Shepherdstown, West Virginia, on May
8-10. The CCRP supported and participated in the design of the course, which is a follow-up from the
guidebook “Scanning the Conservation Horizon: A Guide to Climate Change Vulnerability
Assessments.” The course informed people that will either conduct or be heavily involved in the design
or execution of a vulnerability assessment. NPS staff from WASO, NCR, and PWR were in attendance.
The first “non-pilot” course will be in August. NPS, NWF, FWS, USGS, NOAA, DOD, and the Doris
Duke Foundation have supported these activities. (Contact: John Gross, 970-267-2111)

Climate Change Interpretation Pilot Course: CCRP and Office of Education and Outreach staff
co-facilitated and presented sessions at a pilot interpretive training course entitled “Interpreting Climate
Change” at Mather Training Center in Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, on May 16-20. In addition to an
overview of science and climate literacy and techniques for knowing your audience, participants
experimented with interpretive engagement techniques and practiced facilitating interpretive dialogues.
Focus groups provided detailed feedback with which the training group will refine the curriculum and
translate the classroom-based training into online modules, web seminars, study guides, and other media
that will be accessible agency-wide. (Contact: Angie Richman, 970-267-2136)

Climate Change in America’s National Parks Webinar Series Double Feature: On May 12, the founder
and director of the Social Capital Project, Cara Pike, discussed her work reframing the issue of climate
change in a way that promotes behavior change in a webinar presentation entitled “Communicating
Climate Adaptation and Preparation.” On May 17, director of the Yale Project on Climate Change
Communication, Anthony Leiserowitz, presented the lecture “Can You Hear Me Now? Connecting with
Global Warming’s Six Americas” to discuss understanding your audience in order to help them connect
to new ideas. Recordings are available on the Climate Change SharePoint site at
http://nrpcsharepoint/climatechange/communication/Web%20Seminars/Forms/Allltems.aspx. (Contact:
Amanda Schramm, 970-267-2115)
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Staff News

New Environmental Quality Division (EQD) Staff: The EQD welcomes Washington Liaison Tom
Tansey and Administrative Support Assistant Robert Mora. Tom comes to EQD from the U.S. Coast
Guard, where he served as an environmental program manager for the deployment of the nationwide
Rescue 21 Communications System. Robert comes to EQD from the Veterans Health Administration,
where he served as an administrative officer. (Contact: Pat Walsh, 303-987-6620)

New Cultural Resources Expertise at CP-CESU: The CP-CESU welcomes Jen Dierker as acting cultural
resources specialist. Jen is an archeologist at Grand Canyon NP and will serve a 90-day detail with the
CP- CESU. (Contact: Jen Dierker, 928-523-0680)

Night Sky Team Office Move: The Night Skies Team of the NSNSD has joined NRSS coworkers in the
Fort Collins, Colorado, Oakridge Drive office. They were previously located at the Cooperative Institute
for Research in the Atmosphere on Colorado State University’s Foothills Campus. Their new address is
NPS Natural Sounds and Night Skies Division, 1201 Oakridge Drive, Suite 100, Fort Collins, CO 80525.
(Contact: Chad Moore, 970-267-7212)

Natural Sounds Staff Completed Graduate Degrees: Outdoor Recreation Planner Lelaina Marin and
former Graduate Research Assistant Adam Gibson with the NSNSD completed their graduate degrees in
the Human Dimensions of Natural Resources Department at Colorado State University. Lelaina’s master’
s thesis focused on visitor motivation for experiencing quiet and natural sounds and how that can affect
overall visitor experience in Muir Woods NM and Sequoia and Kings Canyon NPs. Adam’s PhD work
focused on visitor crowding in Yosemite NP and Rocky NP and how sound level may affect visitor
perceptions of crowding. (Contact: Lelaina Marin, 970-225-3552)

The Natural Resource Stewardship and Science Directorate (NRSS) provides scientific and technical
support to national parks for the management of natural resources. For more information about NRSS
services, visit our websites:

Inside Natural Resources (internal): http://www l.nrintra.nps.gov/

Explore Nature (public): http://www.nature.nps.gov/
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