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New Developments

Petroleum Exploration Proposed at Washita Battlefield NHS: ConocoPhillips is proposing to
conduct a 3D seismic survey over Washita Battlefield NHS, which would become the 14th
NPS site with non-federal oil and gas operations. Seismic survey activities are being managed
under NPS regulations at 36 CFR 9B. The Y2-square mile park is part of a 104-square mile
seismic survey area. The survey may identify drilling targets in or adjacent to the park or it
may identify a lack of drilling targets. If the survey leads to drilling, Washita Battlefield NHS
is small enough that directional drilling techniques could be used to avoid surface occupancy
inside the park. Protection of the cultural landscape would be a primary issue. For more
information, contact Pat O’Dell at 303-969-2013.

Interns from the Chicago Botanic Garden Assisting NPS: The NPS Biological Resources
Management Division’s T&E Program provided funding and coordination to allow three
interns from the Chicago Botanic Garden to work for NPS for five months. Interviewed and
selected by each park unit, these interns will start their work in June in three different NPS
regions: Alexandra Lodge will work at Carl Sandburg Home NHS on exotic plant and insect
management, rock outcrop restoration, cultural landscape, and wildland fire preparedness;
Cristin Walters will work at Chesapeake and Ohio Canal NHP, Catoctin Mountain Park, and
Harpers Ferry NHP on vegetation and forest monitoring plots, exotic plant protocols,
restoration, and interpretive assistance; and David Goldsmith will work at Wrangell-St Elias
NP&P on invasive plants and data management. For more information, contact Nancy Brian at
970-267-2103.

Rocky Mountains CESU Approves New Annual Award for Students and Projects: The
RM-CESU approved a new award program at its executive meeting on May 8, 2007. The
annual award program, which begins this year, recognizes exemplary project performance by
students and research teams working on Federal agency projects. NPS can nominate people or




projects for these RM-CESU awards. The RM-CESU executive committee will send out the
call for nominations in early summer. The awards will be presented at the joint CESU
meeting (Rocky Mountains, Desert Southwest, and Great Basin) in mid-October, 2007, in Salt
Lake City. For more information, contact Christine Whitacre, RM-CESU, at 406-243-2660.

Accomplishments

Fire Island NS Holds Its 6th Biennial Science Conference: From May 9-10, Fire Island NS
held its 6th Biennial Science Conference. This provides an opportunity for members of the
scientific community and the general public to learn about the Seashore’s science and
resources management activities. Experts from academia, government, and conservation
organizations presented the three topic sessions: Planning, Inventory and Monitoring, and
Research. For the first time this year, two new were panel discussions were held: Marine
Stewardship and the Storm Damage Reduction Plan for Long Island’s South Shore. For more
information, contact Michael Bilecki, Chief of Resource Management, Fire Island NS, at
631-687-4760 or Mary Foley, Regional Chief Scientist, at 617-223-5024.

NPS Offers Technical Assistance to the Republic of Georgia: Staff from the NPS
Environmental Quality Division spent 2 1/2 weeks in the Republic of Georgia. The team was
asked to assess the country's protected area legislation. As part of the process, a workshop was
conducted to gather information from government and private sources. After that, the team
offered their recommendations for legislative amendments and regulations. A second trip may

be needed to help with document drafting. For more information, contact Mike Mayer at
303-987-6970 or Michael Edwards at 303-987-6953.

DOI Adaptive Management Broadcast: Staff from the NPS Biological Resource Management
and Environmental Quality Divisions planned and participated in the Department's roll-out
broadcast of the Adaptive Management Technical Guide. Along with staff from USGS, they
gave presentations on the operational sequencing and legal considerations of adaptive
management. The broadcast was aired live from BLM's National Training Center in Phoenix
on May 24. The link to the guide and broadcast is
http://www.ntc.blm.gov/Adaptive_Mgmt/AdaptiveFinal.swf. More broadcasts are planned for
August and September. For more information, contact Mike Mayer at 303-987-6970 or Greg
Eckert at 970-225-3594.

Technical Assistance on Wind Impacts at Padre Island National Seashore — Geologic
Resources Division (GRD) and park staff met April 25-27 to assess response to wind impacts
on passes through the foredune ridge. During strong prevailing wind events and tropical
storms, the passes fill with sand and block vehicular access. A possible solution developed
during the trip would change the way roads through the dunes are maintained and constructed.
GRD staff will develop the design/concept and work with the park on costs and strategies. For
more information, contact Deanna Greco at 303-969-2351.

Technical Assistance to Restore Unauthorized Trails at Big Cypress National Preserve —
Geologic and Water Resources Division staff visited the preserve on April 30 - May 2 to
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assess alternatives to restore unauthorized ORYV trails that affect much of the preserve. The
team visited heavily impacted areas and discussed the activity with preserve staff. Limited
law enforcement makes restoration and control of inappropriate activity difficult. GRD and
WRD will continue to work with the park to develop restoration strategies. For more
information, contact Deanna Greco at 303-969-2351.

“Bear Awareness Campaign” at Grand Teton NP: Visitors going to Grand Teton NP and
neighboring national forests will see a new food storage graphic: a bear paw on a yellow
diamond that says “Everything smells to a bear—please take care.” Campers and park
employees will see posters and cards on table-tops reminding everyone that they can “help
save a bear” by practicing “leave no trace” habits. By 2007, backpackers will be required to
use bear-resistant food storage canisters that NPS loans for free. NPS resource managers will
now train-all park and concession employees in wildlife-human safety measures and all field
staff will help manage bear/wildlife traffic jams. For more information, contact Sue Consolo
Murphy, Grand Teton NP at 307-739-3481.

Progress

Third Year of Searching Planned for the Ivory-billed Woodpecker at Congaree NP: For two
consecutive field seasons, intensive searches for the Ivory-billed Woodpecker have been
coordinated through the Old Growth Bottomland Forest Research and Education Center,
hosted at Congaree NP. Conclusive photographic evidence for the Woodpeckers’ existence in
the Park has not yet been obtained but the South Carolina Ivory-billed Working Group is now
planning its third search season. The South Carolina Ivory-billed Working Group is a joint
partnership between Federal and State agencies, non-governmental organizations, and private
entities. The Working Group was formed in 2005 and began searching for the Woodpecker in
the Park during February of 2006. Since then, more than 50 citizen scientists have devoted in
more than 4,000 volunteer hours to this effort. In 2006, the NPS supplemented this volunteer
search effort by funding a Mobile Search Team from Cornell University’s Lab of Ornithology.
Images from remote cameras as well as recordings of ambient sound are currently being
reviewed. For more information, contact Bill Hulslander at 803-776-4396.

NPS Rocky Mountains CESU Coordinators Participate in Tehabi Intern Field School at
Grant-Kohrs Ranch NHS: On May 22, 2007, RM-CESU staff participated in a session of the
Tehabi Intern field school at Grant-Kohrs Ranch NHS, Deer Lodge, Montana. They gave a
joint presentation on “NPS Careers in Resource Management,” and held informal discussions
with 18 interns who will be working in a number of western national parks and BLM units
this summer. The students come from Utah State University, the University of Nevada at
Reno, and the University of Pittsburgh. They will work with agency mentors during the
summer of 2007 to complete field monitoring, compliance and web projects. In an effort to
recruit the next generation of resource managers, the Tehabi Intern program has worked
cooperatively with the Rocky Mountains, Colorado Plateau and Great Basin CESUs to fund
and place students with federal land managers for the summer. For more information, contact
Christine Whitacre, RM-CESU, at 406-243-2660.




NPS Panel Recommends Priorities for Disturbed Lands Restoration Funds: An NPS panel
ranked 14 disturbed lands restoration projects via teleconference on May 8-9, five of which
will be forwarded to WASO in June for approval. The panel consisted of Page Spencer
(Alaska), Joyce Lapp (Intermountain), David Hayes (National Capital), Brian Sturgis
(Northeast), Marsha Davis (Pacific West), and Linda York (Southeast). Projects would begin
in FY 2009. For more information, contact Dave Steensen at 303-969-2014.

NPS-USGS Panel Selects 2008 Water Quality Projects: During June 5-7, 2007, the
NPS-USGS Water Quality Partnership Panel selected 9 of 25 project proposals for FY 2008.
These 9 projects will receive $746,000 in technical support from the USGS. The new projects
will address submarine groundwater discharge in coastal areas, atmospheric deposition of
nitrogen and pesticides in lakes, measuring indicators of geothermal activity, nutrient cycling
in relation to changes in water levels, effects of wastewater discharges on algal blooms,
evaluation of mined lands restoration, and nutrient load reduction in rivers. The panel results
will be announced by the NPS Associate Director, Natural Resource Stewardship and Science.
In addition, the USGS will provide over $1,100,000, also in FY 2008, to allow 14 ongoing
projects to continue. For more information, contact Barry Long at 970-225-3519.

US Coast Guard/Environmental Quality Division (EQD)/Obed Wild and Scenic River Staff
Meet on Oil Well Spill Damage Reimbursement: Administrative Coordinator Amy Mathis,
Trustee, Council for Natural Resources, Obed Wild and Scenic River, met with NPS EQD
staff and US Coast Guard National Pollution Funds Center staff in Washington, DC on May
28-29. Based on impacts from the 2002 Prior Oil Well Blowout, attendees discussed the
financial reimbursement process for costs associated with NPS response and damage
assessment. For more information, contact Debby Peck at 202-513-7200.

Palmerton Zinc Superfund Site Meeting in Carbon County, PA: From May 2-3, the NPS
Environmental Quality Division and the Palmerton Zinc Superfund Trustees met onsite with
Columbia Broadcasting System, the Responsible Party, to review possible replacement
properties for the settlement of the Palmerton Zinc Superfund Site in Carbon County,
Pennsylvania. The site affects some of the nearly 800 acres of land acquired by the NPS to
protect the Appalachian National Scenic Trail. For more information contact Rick Dawson at
610-783-5415.

San Antonio Mission NHP Meets with City of Antonio Aviation Officials: On May 9, the
Texas Department of Transportation, City of San Antonio aviation officials, and San Antonio
Missions NHP and NPS Natural Sounds Program staff met to discuss the park’s concerns
about aviation noise derived from Stinson Airport. The park objects to current aircraft
departures over Mission San Juan as well as a proposal to extend the runway. The meeting
resulted in a preliminary agreement between the park and the City to develop an MOU to
establish long-term noise and vibration monitoring, a visitor survey, and joint education
opportunities. For more information, contact Vicki McCusker at 970-267-2117.

Haleakala NP and Hawaii Volcanoes NP Meeting on Air Tour Management Plans: A team
from the FAA, the Volpe Center, and Natural Sounds Program staff met with Haleakala NP,




May 21-22, at Kehei, Maui, and at Hawaii Volcanoes NP, May 23-24 to develop more
alternatives for park air tour management plans. The alternatives propose new routes and
limits on air tour operations. As a result of a new noise impact assessment spreadsheet
developed by the Center and the Natural Sounds Program, aircraft noise impacts can now be
calculated immediately, as opposed to waiting several weeks to get results using a computer
model. The spreadsheet will be used to determine proposed limits on air tours and will have
application for future air tour management plans and aircraft noise impact assessment. For
more information, contact Vicki McCusker at 970-267-2117.

Three Latin American Biologists Begin NPS Park Flight Assistance in May: / ) Panamanian
biologist Mauricio Hoyos Gracia started an 18-week internship at Fire Island NS. Mauricio
will manage and monitor breeding shorebirds, primarily piping plover, through surveys,
erecting public use closures, and creating predator enclosures. He will also talk with park
visitors, students, and members of the local Latino community about his work here and at
home. Mauricio has worked as a naturalist guide for the Smithsonian Tropical Research
Institute at the Barro Colorado Natural Monument, Panama, and with the MoSI (Monitoreo de
Sobrevivencia Invernal) program, which measures over-wintering survival of Neotropical
migratory birds. He has developed a bird banding exchange between underprivileged high
school students in Panama and a private school in the U.S; 2 ) Nicaraguan biologist Alexander
Acosta Antdn started a 13-week internship at Sequoia/Kings Canyon NP. Alexander will
participate in bird banding and interpretive training, assist with MAPS banding stations,
conduct Breeding Bird Surveys, and monitor peregrine falcons. He will also give interpretive
bird walks and campfire talks, offer the Latino community outreach programs, and acquaint
park staff about his bird conservation back home. Alexander works with Fundacion
Cocibolca, a Park Flight partner, as an interpretive tourist/bird guide at Volcan Mombacho
Natural Reserve. He also has volunteered for four years for the MoSI program in Nicaragua;
and 3 ) Costa Rican biologist Marcelo Araya Salas started a 6-month internship at Oregon
Caves NM, facilitated through Klamath Bird Observatory, a project partner. Marcelo will
assist with landbird mist-netting, part of the NPS Klamath Inventory and Monitoring Program.
He will also do area searches, aquatic bird surveys, and banding demonstrations for
International Migratory Bird Day events. Marcelo has done bird studies and monitoring in
several Costa Rican national parks and preserves. This internship will allow him to return to
Costa Rica and provide assistance at new MoSI stations and with environmental education
efforts. These three Park Flight technical exchanges were coordinated through the NPS Office
of International Affairs’ International Volunteers in Parks program. For more information,
contact Carol Beidleman at 970-586-3776.

New Documents

Report on Coastal Water Resources/Watershed Condition at Apostle Islands NL: The NPS
Water Resources Division has completed a new technical report entitled: Assessment of
Coastal Water Resources and Watershed Conditions at Apostle Islands National Lakeshore
(Michigan) (Technical Report NPS/NRWRD/NRTR-2006/367). The report, a cooperative
effort between the Center for Watershed Science and Education, University of Wisconsin —
Stevens Point, and NPS, reports on the condition of coastal and inland water resources at the




Lakeshore and examines existing information pertaining to water quality, habitat condition,
non-point source pollutants, and consumptive and non-consumptive utilization of resources in
and adjacent to the Lakeshore. Copies of this report are available at:
http://www]1.nature.nps.gov/water/watershedconds.cfm. For a hard copy or more information,
contact Kristen Keteles at 303-969-2342.

Professional Meetings

USA Phenological Network Working Group Meets: The NPS participated in the USA
National Phenological Network (USA-NPN) working group meeting May 14-16, 2007, to
further design and implement the cyberinfrastructure that will provide for ingest, analysis, and
reporting of phenological data. The timing of phenological events (plant leafing or flowering,
animal migrations, etc) can be sensitive indicators of climate change. The USA-NPN is
establishing a nationwide system for recording, analyzing, and reporting such observations.
Phenology is important to NPS because it represents a simple and direct way to measure and
communicate climate change effects to visitors and scientists. For more information, see
http://usanpn.org/ or contact John Gross at 970-225-2111.

Staff News

Dale Pate to Assist GRD on Servicewide Cave/Karst Issues: Dale Pate, Cave Management
Specialist, Carlsbad Caverns NP, began helping the Geologic Resources Division beginning
May 21. He will split his time between GRD and the park through the end of FY 2007. Dale
will work on park technical assistance, cave resource management fee-demonstration projects,
support the geologic resources evaluation program, and coordinate with other federal agencies
and the National Cave and Karst Research Institute. He will also orchestrate a Servicewide
cave and karst resources management needs assessment in order to develop a 5-year program
strategy. Dale can be reached in Carlsbad Caverns NP at 505-785-3107 or at 303-969-2015 at
the GRD office.

Leigh Welling to Assist NRSS on Climate Change Issues: Dr. Leigh Welling, Director,
Crown of the Continent Research Learning Center (RLC), has agreed to a four month detail to
act as the point-of—contact for Natural Resource Stewardship and Science (NRSS) on climate
change issues. During this time, she will coordinate all activities on climate change relating to
programs in NRSS and work to coordinate outreach and other activities to other interested
program areas. In addition to her RLC commitments, she has also served as National
Coordinator for the 17 existing NPS RLCs since 2006. She has a PhD and MS in
oceanography from Oregon State University and a BA in geology from the University of
Colorado at Boulder. Her research focused on using marine microfossils to interpret past
climatic variability. Prior to joining the NPS, she was Director of the Project for Multicultural
and Interdisciplinary Study and Education (PROMISE) at the University Nevada, Las Vegas
from 1997-1999 and was Director of the Northern Great Plains Regional Earth Science
Applications Center (RESAC) at the University of North Dakota from 1999-2002. Both of
these programs promoted using state-of-the-art science, technology, and communication
strategies to promote sustainable relations between humans and the environment. While at
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UND Leigh served as co-chair of the Northern Great Plains sector for the National
Assessment on the Impacts of Climate Variability and Change and helped establish the
Northern Great Plains Center for People and the Environment, where she served as the
Center’s first Director until joining the NPS in 2003. Using her broad background in earth and
marine sciences, Leigh is committed to climate change research and communication and
enhancing scientific literacy. She can be reached at 406-888-7894.



