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NEW DEVELOPMENTS/SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

NPS-ARS Agreement to Cooperate on the Conservation of Rare Plants: The Biological
Resource Management Division and the National Center for Genetic Resources Preservation
(NCGRP) have signed a Memorandum of Understanding that allows NPS to place seeds of rare
and endangered plants into long-term storage. The NCGRP has state-of-the-art cold storage
facilities that can effectively maintain seeds for decades. BRMD hopes to eventually get seeds
from all of the listed plants found in NPS units into storage at this facility.

Seeing the Effects of Noise: The NPS has received the beta test version of a noise simulation
model being developed by Wyle Labs. This project, a user-fee funded effort, will provide the
NPS with a powerful tool for assessing noise impacts on the parks from both stationary sources
such as generators and industrial activities, and mobile sources such as cars, busses, aircraft,
snow machines, and boats. In addition to the usual acoustic metrics, the model allows for the
generation of Audio Video Interleave movies that allow model users to “see” the effects of noise.

Settlement Establishes Monitoring Program for Lake Mead NRA Groundwater: As reported in
the April, 2002 Managers Report, the NPS has been negotiating a settlement of its protests to
Vidler Water Company, Inc. / Lincoln County (VLC) applications to develop groundwater for
the Toquop Energy Project. Agreement was reached in early May and a settlement submitted to
the Nevada State Engineer on May 14. The settlement is typical of those entered into in the Lake
Mead area: VLC and the NPS will develop and operate the monitoring program, data will be
managed and interpreted by a joint panel of technical experts and, if the data demonstrate that
impacts will occur, VLC will implement mitigation.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Eastern Coast Shoreline Park Mapping Meeting: There will be a workshop at Canaveral National
Seashore in late June to develop geologic mapping protocols for coastal park units. The
Geologic Resources Division is organizing the workshop and expects over thirty people
representing 14 Eastern and Gulf Coast parks, networks, North Carolina Geologic Survey,
Eastern Carolina University, USGS, and NOAA to attend. One day in the field and two days




establishing protocols are on the agenda.
HEADS UP

Director’s Order #14, Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration: DO #14, and it’s
companion handbook, Guidance for Implementing Damage Assessment Activities in the National
Park Service, have been submitted to the NPS Office of Policy for 60 day final review. The
Policy Office expects to distribute the documents for review in June.

NPS Park Flight Program Featured in Bird Conservation Magazine: The next issue of Bird
Conservation, the magazine of Partners in Flight (PIF) and American Bird Conservancy, will
feature an article on the NPS Park Flight Migratory Bird Program. As part of NPS support of
PIF, the BRMD and the Park Flight Migratory Bird Program are sponsoring the publication of
Bird Conservation this year. NPS units will receive four issues and may wish to subscribe for
their libraries. The magazine provides updates on bird conservation efforts in the Western
Hemisphere, including agency and NGO activities, International Migratory Bird Day, the North
American Bird Conservation Initiative, Important Bird Areas, bird conservation plans,
international efforts, threats to birds, species and habitat restoration, bird monitoring, education
and outreach, birding economics, and funding sources.

Ozone Network Training CD-ROM Released: An interactive CD has been released that explains
the NPS air quality monitoring programs and has information to help station operators learn how
to perform monitoring functions. The CD is an improved and updated version of the training
video used before. The new CD can be used in the station laptop computers and links easily to
the on-site pollution information program, DataView. (J. Ray, 303-969-2820)

CONTINUED PROGRESS

Cape Mohican Qil Spill - Restoration Update: The Restoration Plan / Environmental
Assessment (RP/EA) for the 1996 Cape Mohican Oil Spill, which affected Golden Gate National
Recreation Area (GOGA), Fort Point National Historic Site, San Francisco Maritime National
Historic Park, and Point Reyes National Seashore (PORE), was completed. The NPS will now
be able to begin implementation of four restoration projects, at PORE and GOGA, which total
approximately $1.5M.

Coral Reef and Sea Grass Restoration: Biscayne National Park and the Environmental Response,
Damage Assessment and Restoration (ERDAR) program have drafted an agreement to work as a
team in implementing coral reef and sea grass restoration as a result of claims pursued under the
Park System Resource Protection Act. There is over $1.5M available for restoration activities for
approximately nine different coral reef or sea grass grounding sites with another $1M expected
within the next few months for similar restoration activities. In addition, the newly formed Coral
Reef Technical Advisory Group will be involved in reef restoration activities. A kick-off
meeting for the coral reef restoration is scheduled for June 27, 2002 at the park.

Padre Island Oil and Gas Workshop: An oil and gas workshop was conducted at Padre Island




National Seashore by staff from the Geologic Resources Division from April 23-25, 2002. The
workshop was designed to train park staff in the processing of oil and gas development plans.
Sessions included a visit to an active drilling operation, a discussion of remediation strategies for
contaminated oil and gas sites, and an opportunity for park staff to discuss current NPS oil and
gas management issues and challenges. Representatives from seven parks, three regions, the
Water Resources Division, and the Washington Solicitor’s Office attended the workshop.

Mine Assessment for Bats Workshop: Eighteen NPS personnel participated in a workshop held
by Bat Conservation International. The workshop focused on how to address safety issues for
abandoned mines while maintaining habitat for bats. GRD staff discussed basic mine safety
training in two underground evening sessions. From the information provided at the workshop,
several NPS units hope to work together to write a proposal for developing an approach to mine
closures that integrates human safety and bat habitat maintenance.

Southeast Governors Hold Air Quality Summit: Michael Easley, Governor of North Carolina,
hosted, and Governor Jim Hodges (SC) participated in, the 4th annual summit, "Clearing the Air:
A Regional Responsibility." Governor Don Sundquist (TN) was unable to attend. Participants
discussed the importance of working together to develop regional approaches to improving air
quality in the southeast. The summit also served as the public forum for the Southern
Appalachian Mountains Initiative (SAMI) to discuss its findings and to announce its support of
national multi-pollutant legislation to achieve sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide reductions inside
and outside the SAMI region. (See related article in last month's report).

Geoindicators Implementation a Success: The NPS Strategic Plan calls for identifying geologic
processes in park ecosystems and analyzing human influences on those processes. Recently
members of the Goal Implementation team met to examine the effectiveness of park
implementation of this goal, using a “geoindicators” concept. During the meeting, they spoke
with managers from the eight parks that have been participating in the process. The team
received positive feedback from the managers that the process is going well, and several
suggestions for improvements. The information received from geoindicators will be used to
assist in other areas of park programs.

Grand Canyon Experimental Flow Program: The Glen Canyon Adaptive Management Work
Group (a chartered Federal advisory group in which NPS participates) will recommend to the
Secretary of Interior a program of experimental flows, which includes additional experimental
floods, for Grand Canyon. Two experimental scenarios are recommended to test alternative
methods of storing and redistributing sediment inputs from the Paria River. In addition, two
non-flood experimental scenarios are recommended to disadvantage non-native fish while
providing conditions that are more favorable for the endangered humpback chub. The 2001
Record of Decision for the Interim Surplus Guidelines EIS for Colorado River water allocation
allows experimental floods to be conducted without meeting the hydrologic requirements that are
in place for management floods.

North Dakota Conducts Air Quality Hearing: With support from Superintendent Noel Poe
(THRO), ARD staff gave testimony at a hearing on park air quality issues. Specifically, PSD




Class I increment violations have been documented at THRO since 1982. Despite the existence
of these violations, the Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife and Parks (serving as the Federal
Land Manager for the NPS), based on extensive analyses of available information by the Air
Resources Division, has certified on several occasions that new emission sources would not have
adverse impacts at the park. Consequently, the State has issued construction permits for those
sources. Consistent with the Clean Air Act, EPA is now insisting that North Dakota correct the
increment violations. However, a recent State analysis shows that the increment violations no
longer exist. At the hearing, EPA and ARD discussed serious problems with the State's analysis,
which under-predicts the actual impacts.

Public Scoping Meetings for Biscayne NP Fishery Management Plan: Biscayne National Park,
with assistance from WRD fisheries program staff, hosted public scoping meetings to identify
issues that should be addressed in a cooperative fisheries management plan that is being
developed with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. Recent analysis of
available data suggests that park fish stocks may be seriously overfished. The scoping meetings
were held from May 13-17 in Miami, Homestead and Key Largo. Over 260 commercial and
recreational fisherman and governmental agency representatives attended and provided input.
The plan should be completed during the coming year.

Court Hearing Regarding Instream Flow at Sleeping Bear Dunes NL: Management of Glen Lake
water levels and releases to the Crystal River were the subject of a four-day hearing in Michigan
District Court during May. At issue is whether, and how, a 1945 lake level order should be
modified to provide minimum flows to protect the river ecosystem. Although NPS is not a party
to the lawsuit, SLBE manages the lakeshore and significant land and aquatic resources along the
river. A ruling has not been issued but the judge has shown interest in setting interim guidelines
and forming a technical advisory group to develop longer-term guidelines. During testimony,
each side relied heavily on an NPS "hydrology characterization" report prepared by WRD. Both
sides and the judge have expressed interest in NPS participation in the technical advisory group.

Visitor Services Project Update: The Visitor Services Project (VSP) Advisory Committee held
its annual meeting to assess the status of the VSP and to prepare recommendations for next year's
park projects. The VSP is conducting studies in 10 parks in 2002 (four of which are small parks
assisted with Fee Demo funding). The Visitor Survey Card survey for the GPRA reporting
measure was completed for 327 units of the National Park System in 2001 and will be completed
for the remaining park units in 2002.

NPS Appointment to Partners in Flight Federal Agency Committee: Carol Beidleman, Park
Flight Migratory Bird Coordinator and NPS Liaison to Partners in Flight (PIF), will serve for two
years as the Chair of the PIF Federal Agency Committee. The Committee meets twice a year in
conjunction with the annual North American Wildlife and Natural Resource Conference and
International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies Meeting. The Chair position rotates
between federal agencies involved with PIF, and this is the first time NPS has chaired this
committee since becoming a signatory to PIF in 1991.

Guatemalans Assist Park Flight at Sequoia/Kings Canyon: Biologists with the Foundation for




Eco-development and Conservation, who work at the Cerro San Gil Protected Area in
Guatemala, have started a summer internship at Sequoia/Kings Canyon National Parks. This
technical exchange is part of the Park Flight Migratory Bird Program, and is coordinated through
the NPS Office of International Affairs International Volunteer in Parks program. The biologists
will assist NPS staff in bird banding at Monitoring Avian Productivity and Survivorship stations,
giving public interpretive programs on migratory birds, and giving presentations and Spanish
lessons to park employees.

Natural Resource Advisory Group The advisory group met at Catoctin Mountain Park May 21
and 22. Minutes from the meeting will be available with the June monthly report.

STAFF NEWS

EQD Environmental Protection Specialists: The Environmental Quality Division has hired two
Environmental Protection Specialist/Restoration Project Managers: Rebecca Hutt is a graduate of
the University of Denver with a Bachelor of Science in Environmental Science and a Minor in
Biology. She has been working as an intern for both the Geological Resources Division (GRD)
and, over the last year, for the Environmental Quality Division (EQD). Mark VanMouwerik has
a B.S. in Biology from Pacific Lutheran University and an M.S. in Environmental Health from
Colorado State University. Mark has been a member of the NRPC Contaminants Technical
Advisory Group (with the Water Resources Division) providing technical assistance and
guidance to parks on a variety of contaminant-related issues. Rebecca and Mark will be duty
stationed in Denver and Ft. Collins, respectively.

EQD NEPA Specialist: Jennifer Switzer has been hired by EQD to work on NEPA and related
issues. Jennifer has an M.S. in Environmental Science from the School of Civil and
Environmental Engineering at the University of Kansas and an M.S. in Urban Planning and Land
Use Planning from the University of Kansas School of Architecture. Most recently, she has
worked with Wilson and Company on the [-25 highway project through Colorado Springs.
Jennifer has also served as a park management advisor with the U.S. Peace Corps in Surinam,
South America where she authored a series of long-range plans for park management. She begins
work in June and will be duty stationed in Denver.

EQD Employee Departs: Madoline Wallace, who has been working with the Environmental
Quality Division as a temporary employee, has accepted permanent employment as an attorney
in a Colorado law firm specializing in the practice of water law. We will miss her energy,
enthusiasm and hard work.

ARD WASO Liaison. Julie Thomas will begin work as the new WASO liaison for the Air
Resources Division on June 3, in Washington, DC. For the past few years, Julie has been with
EPA's Chesapeake Bay Program Office; prior to that, she was the air quality specialist at
Shenandoah NP. She brings a wealth of interdisciplinary knowledge and experience to the job.

ARD Employee to Head EPA Region 6 Water Quality Protection Division: The Regional
Administrator for EPA Region 6 in Dallas, Texas has announced the selection of Miguel Flores




as the new Water Division Director. Miguel has served in various capacities for the Air
Resources Division over his 18-year NPS career. He completed DOI’s Senior Executive Service
Candidate Development Program in April 2001. He will enter on duty on June 17, 2002. Miguel
has contributed much to the air quality efforts in NPS and the the Natural Resource Program
Center. He will be much missed.



