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Heads Up

Migratory Wildlife Survey: The Natural Resource Program Center and the Wildlife

Conservation Society are collaborating to learn more about migratory species that use parks and
the conservation requirements needed to protect them. Natural resource staffs are invited to
share their knowledge and opinions on these topics by participating in a web-based survey. The
survey announcement was released on July 30 and was featured as the lead article on InsideNPS
on August 4. Information collected from the survey will help identify target species and
conservation issues to improve landscape connectivity. All NPS wildlife biologists, biological

technicians, resource management staff, and others who are knowledgeable about wildlife are

encouraged to participate by September 4" at the following website:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=bTOlcbX89CPAZSgFVDVBmw 3d 3d For more

information, contact Elaine Leslie at 970-267-2135, or visit the BRMD intranet site:


http://www.survevmonkev.com/s.aspx?sm=bT01cbX89CPAZSqFVDVBmw

http://www 1 .nrintra.nps.cov/brmd

Bioblitz at Yellowstone NP to be held August 28-29: The Yellowstone NP bioblitz is scheduled

for August 28-29 at the Albright Visitor Center. Researchers and scientists (including
ichthyologists, ornithologists, mammologists, entomologists, herpetologists, and botanists) will
participate. The event, a 24-hour inventory of all park organisms, will be open to the public on
August 29 from 12-3 p.m. at the Albright Visitor Center. Scientists interested in leading or
joining a taxonomic specialty team on August 28 and 29 can submit an application. More
information is available at

http://www.greatervellowstonescience.org/getinvolved/outreach/bioblitz/yellowstone

This project was funded using the NPS Centennial Challenge through the Rocky Mountains
CESU with the assistance of Montana State University. Information and applications can be

obtained from Kayhan Ostovar, Rocky Mountain College, at 406-259-9751.

Climate Change Workshop in Honolulu Scheduled for August 26-27: The Pacific West Regional

Office and the Biological Resources Management Division (BRMD) are organizing a Climate
Change Workshop for August 26-27 in Honolulu. The workshop will bring together cultural and
natural resource managers in state and federal agencies and NGOs to focus on joint management
actions, policy, and improved communication. Darcy Hu, Research Coordinator for the Hawai’
i-Pacific Islands CESU, is organizing the event in concert with BRMD program managers. For

more information, contact Darcy Hu at 808-985-6092.

New Developments

Unknown Oil Spill at Padre Island NS: Padre Island NS is working with the US Coast Guard
and the State of Texas to assess and monitor an oil spill from an unknown source. Oil was
reported on Padre Island beaches Sunday (7/26) and Monday (7/27). Tuesday (7/28) reports
indicated that most of the oil in the park had been removed by overnight high tides. The oil is
described as thick, heavy tarballs soaking into the sand. To date, no beaches have been closed as

a result of oil impacts or clean-up efforts. Approximately 12 oiled birds were identified at Boca


http://nrintra.nps.gov/brmd
http://www.greateryellowstonescience.org/getinvolved/outreach/bioblitz/yellowstone

Chica, but no other impacts to wildlife have yet been observed. A group of state and federal
natural resource trustees has been established to evaluate the potential for a Natural Resource
Damage Assessment Claim, which may include diminished recreational use of beaches.
Although initial reports of the spill were received last week, the spill did not affect NPS-managed
lands until 7/26. The impacted shoreline, now measured at approximately 136 linear miles,
includes some heavily used tourist beaches. The Seashore is tracking visitation to determine
whether it has been affected by the incident. A cost reimbursement agreement has been requested
from US Coast Guard. For more information, contact Dave Anderson, NPS Spill Response

Coordinator, at 240-205-3203.

Accomplishments

Paleontology Training for Superintendents: The Paleontological Resources Preservation Act of

2009 (P.L. 111-011) has generated Servicewide interest, so a paleontology session was added to
the Natural and Cultural Resources Law and Policy course for Superintendents. The course,
hosted by the Albright Training Center, was held July 27-31at the National Conservation
Training Center in Shepherdstown, West Virginia. This training provided participants with the
legal, regulatory, and policy foundations for natural and cultural resources management,
protection, enforcement, and cost recovery. Paleontological resources have been identified in 215

NPS units. For more information, contact Vincent L. Santucci at 202-359-4124.

American Museum of Natural History and NPS Sign Agreement: The Associate Director,

NRSS, and representatives of the American Museum of Natural History, signed a five-year
agreement on July 7 establishing an NPS Special Collection within the Museum’s Ambrose
Monell Collection for Molecular and Microbial Research. The collection, housed in liquid
nitrogen-cooled storage vats, consists of blood and tissue samples of federally threatened and
endangered species on loan from parks. Material will be made available to researchers through a
third-party loan agreement that the Museum will administer. Procedures and instructions for
parks are under development. For more information, contact Peter Dratch, Endangered Species

Program Manager, at 970-225-3596, or Ann Hitchcock, Senior Advisor for Scientific



Collections, at 202-354-2271.

NPS Participates in Educating Denver Middle School Teachers: The NPS Air Resources

Division presented information on national park air quality to approximately 25 middle school
teachers on July 7-8. This was in conjunction with a 2-week course on Earth Science offered in
the greater Denver area. Day 1 introduced air quality issues and effects including visibility,
ozone, atmospheric deposition, and toxics. Day 2 involved a field trip to Rocky Mountain NP to
see air quality monitoring equipment and observe ecological impacts effects such as foliar ozone
injury. This educational event was coordinated by the NRPC Office of Education and Outreach
VIEWS Team, with participation by the NPS Geologic Resources Division. The Rocky Mountain
Middle School Math and Science Partnership, funded by the National Science Foundation,

funded and sponsored the course. For more information, contact Kristi Morris at 303-987-6941.

Summer Ecology Camp for Junior Rangers at Congaree NP: The Old-Growth Bottomland

Forest Research and Education Center at Congaree NP hosted three separate week-long camp
sessions for rising fifth-graders during June and July, 2009. The curriculum, designed by
Education Center staff, incorporated the South Carolina science education standards. Programs
emphasized floodplain ecology, research skills, and resource stewardship. Activities included
hiking, canoeing, science projects, songs and outdoor games. Each camp session ended with a
special ceremony honoring the camp graduates who earned Junior Ranger badges. A total of 54
students participated in this year’s summer camp programs. For more information, please

contact David Shelley at david_shelley@nps.gov.

Climate Change Webinar Series On July 9, Julio Bentancourt, Ph.D, presented a climate change

webinar session on the National Phenology Network. Dr. Betancourt is the Project Chief,
National Research Program, Water Resources Division, USGS, and an Adjunct Professor in the
Departments of Geoscience and Geography, University of Arizona. The National Phenology
Network is an exciting plan to engage multiple federal agencies, environmental networks and
field stations, educational institutions, and citizen scientists in repeatable seasonal observations

of plants and animals across the USA. Included in the monitoring strategy are intensive sites;


mailto:david_shelley@nps.gov

spatially-extensive networks (e.g., weather stations, field biological stations, experimental
forests, national parks, and wildlife refuges); college campuses and public volunteers; and the
remote sensing community. An undertaking of this size requires meticulous planning to guide the
collection, analysis and use of the data, and to ensure the success of the network over the long

term. For more information, contact John Morris at 907-644-3372.

Progress

Three-year Review Scheduled for Pacific Island Network: NPS staff will serve as review panel

members the week of July 20-24 for the 3-year start-up review of the Pacific Island Network.
Panel members will include Steve Fancy, Penny Latham, Dave Graber, and Steve Friskin. More
than 40 participants, including park managers and staff from 11 parks, and USGS and university
collaborators, reviewed the progress of the Pacific Island Network and discussed how to make it
work even more effectively. This is the 16th network to be reviewed. For more information,

contact Steve Fancy at 970- 225-3571.

US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Joins the Rocky Mountains CESU: The Executive
Committee of the Rocky Mountains CESU approved the addition of the USFWS to the CESU.
The agency representative to the RM-CESU will be Al Pfizer, Western Colorado Field Office,
USFWS, Grand Junction, CO (970-243-2778, ext. 29). For more information, contact Kathy
Tennessean, NPS RM-CESU Research Coordinator, at 406-243-4449.

Hawai’i-Pacific Islands CESU Renewal Completed: The Hawai’i-Pacific Islands Cooperative

Ecosystem Studies Unit has completed its first five-year evaluation and renewal. All seven
agencies, five academic institutions and four NGO partners have signed the new five year
agreement. For more information, contact Darcy Hun, Hawai’i-Pacific Islands CESU Research

Coordinator, at 808-985-6092.

Visitor Surveys on Soundscape Conducted in Sequoia and Kings Canyon NPs: NPS Natural

Sounds Program staff, in cooperation with Peter Newman and Derrick Taff from Colorado State



University, conducted visitor surveys on soundscape in Sequoia and Kings Canyon NPs. Surveys
were conducted at Round Meadow (within Giant Forest) between June 28 — July 7. These
surveys aim to better understand visitor perception of sound at the park. After completing a
3-minute listening exercise, participants were asked to identify which sounds they heard and rate
them in terms of acceptability. They were also asked to respond to some questions on their
expectations and motivations for their visit to the park. These same visitor surveys will be
conducted at Crabtree (within a wilderness area) from July 27 — August 8. For more information,

contact Lelaina Marin at 970-225-3552.

Hiker Noise Response Study in Mount Rushmore NM: NPS Natural Sounds Program staff

recently completed the first phase of a hiker noise response study in Mount Rushmore NM.

Data on the various natural and non-natural sounds along a selected trail hike were gathered in
addition to hiker responses. This long-term study is intended to provide unique information on
the time- and space-varying sounds that are experienced during a hike and to inform national and
international standards dealing with the effects of man-made noise in park settings. For more

information, contact Randy Stanley at 970-267-2194 or Dan Mennitt at 970-267-2114.

Natural Sounds Program Assists Global Explorers with Conducting Sleep Interruption Study:

NPS Natural Sounds Program staff worked with Global Explorers (GEx), a non-profit
organization based out of Fort Collins, CO, to design a sleep interruption study that would be
conducted during GEx’s trip to the Yucatan Peninsula. This trip constitutes one of GEx’s
Leading the Way Expeditions, where high school and college students who are blind, visually
impaired and sighted are teamed with one another. During their trip, from July 12-20, students
will have the opportunity to participate in this sleep interruption study. Its purpose is to
determine when and how often students are awakened and if those incidents can be attributed to
any particular sound events. Each night, students will be equipped with heart rate monitors and
activity/motion sensors. In addition, an mp3 recorder will be used to monitor sound throughout
the evening. Most sleep studies are conducted within bedrooms and other areas impacted by
community noise. Since students will be camping in protected areas, this study will provide a

means to look at sleep patterns in much quieter settings, and can thus be applied to our national



parks. In addition to the sleep study, students will be engaging in a soundscape activity. For

more information, contact Lelaina Marin, at 970-225-3552.

GRD Provides On-site Cave Management Assistance to Grand Canyon NP: The NPS

Geological Resource Division’s Acting Cave and Karst Program coordinator discussed
cave-related management issues with several Grand Canyon NP staff and two volunteers and
visited a newly discovered park cave. Discussions included the development of a Cave and Karst
Management Plan, potential recreational caving trips, a cave permit system, the need for a data
collection and storage system including survey and inventory notes, and funding for a term cave
specialist position. Building on these discussions, park staff anticipates following through in the

above mentioned plans. For more information, contact Dale Pate at 575-785-3107.

Mexican and Colombian Biologists Assist Park Flight at Bandelier NM: Rafael Paredes

Montesinos from Mexico and Angélica Herndndez Palma from Colombia are participating in a
four-month international internship for the Park Flight Migratory Bird Program project at
Bandelier NM. They will assist with bird banding during fall migration, and provide
bird-oriented interpretive programs for school children, including banding demonstrations and
field trips. Rafael and Angélica will also be assisting with a National Science Foundation grant

project, Engaging Latino Audiences in Informal Science Education, which will identify and

reduce the barriers to Latino participation in informal science education. Rafael coordinates bird
monitoring for the National Commission of Natural Protected Areas (CONANP) at Reserva de la
Biosfera La Encrucijada in Chiapas, Mexico. Angélica is a science teacher who has worked with
Asociacién Calidris and Fundacién ProAves in Columbia. These technical exchanges were
coordinated through the NPS Office of International Affairs “International Volunteers in Parks”

program. For more information, contact Carol Beidleman at 970-586-3776.

FLAG (Federal Land Managers Air Quality Related Values Work Group Report) Undergoes

Surnaming: A package containing the response to public comments received on last year’s draft
FLAG report, along with the new revised report, is now circulating for surnaming. Such

circulation must occur prior to a meeting with the Assistant Secretary's office in mid-August.



The USFS and USFWS have been partners in this project. The document has already been
cleared by USDA management. Publication of the revised FLAG document was a priority of the
past Administration, but technical, professional staff in all 3 agencies recognized the need to

revise the document based on new science and regulations. For more information, contact John

Bunyak at 303-969-2818.

Socioeconomic Monitoring Scoping Workshop for Intermountain Region: The NPS Social

Science Program convened a one-day scoping workshop on social and economic monitoring at
the NPS Intermountain Regional Office on July 15. The 25 workshop participants represented
parks, national centers, regional office programs, and partner agencies. An additional 29 NPS
staff participated by online survey. The workshop was the first of seven planned meetings
intended guide the new NPS Socioeconomic Monitoring Program by asking participants to
identify and prioritize information they need. For more information, contact Jim Gramann at

202-513-7189.

Evaluating the Impact of the Ken Burns Documentary: The NPS Social Science Program has

entered into a task agreement with the Departments of Statistics and Sociology and the Wyoming
Survey & Analysis Center, University of Wyoming, on how to potentially measure the impact of
the Ken Burns documentary “National Parks: America’s Best Idea” on public interest in parks.
The tools to be evaluated to do this include Google Trends. This utility can record, day by day,
both the volume of media coverage and the volume of Google searches on topics related to
national parks. Activity in NPS-related search requests will be compared before, during, and after
the Burns documentary versus identical periods in fall 2008 (and 2010, if necessary). Spikes in
Google searches may quantify the extent to which “buzz” about the series is translated in public
curiosity about parks. Additionally, Alexa.com can be used to track the “rank’ of NPS-related
inquiries as compared to other topics on the Internet during the same time periods. For more

information, contact Jim Gramann at 202-513-7189.

EQD Hosts NEPA Training: During July 27-29, the NPS Environmental Quality Division hosted

its “Environmental Planning: Integrating NEPA into NPS Activities™ training for Natural


http://Alexa.com

Resource Program Center and park staff at its Academy Place Office. Seventeen participants
learned how to implement the NEPA using NPS Director’s Order 12. Topics included
determining the NEPA pathway, developing alternatives for a proposed action, analyzing the
impacts of alternatives, and documenting decisions. EQD is currently in the process of planning
for FY10 trainings. For more information, contact Tom Flanagan, EQD’s training coordinator, at

303-969-2691.

Catoctin Mountain Park Issues Deer Management Record of Decision: Catoctin Mountain Park

issued a Record of Decision on its White-tailed Deer Management Plan. The Notice of
Availability for the Record of Decision was published in the Federal Register on July 10, 2009.
After analyzing options for deer management in an EIS, the alternative selected by the park was
using qualified federal employees or contractors to conduct sharpshooting. The alternative was
euthanasia. The Record of Decision and Final Environmental Impact Statement are posted on the
PEPC public site. For more information, contact Madelyn Ruffner, EQD Project Manager, at
970-267-2137.

Congresses/Symposiums/Workshops/Presentations

Strong NPS Participation in the 15th International Congress of Speleology: The Congress, held

in Kerrville, Texas July 19 - 26, drew over 1,600 cave and karst scientists and enthusiasts from
49 countries to Central Texas for a week of scientific and exploration sessions. GRD’s Acting
Cave and Karst Program Coordinator developed an MOU between the NPS and the 2009 ICS
Committee that conferred major sponsor status on the NPS, with benefits including premier
booth space and 8 free registrations for NPS employees. GRD and park employees staffed a
booth that highlighted the national cave and karst program and several cave park programs.
Hundreds of contacts were made and numerous brochures and flyers were provided to Congress
participants. Many NPS employees presented papers, on subjects including cave geology,
biology, exploration, and cave management, and several chaired Congress sessions. NPS units
including Mammoth Cave, Carlsbad Caverns, Sequoia/Kings Canyon, Jewel Cave, and Wind

Cave provided free access to general tours and also hosted pre- and post-Congress field trips. The



National Park System contains more than 4,000 known caves, including four of the five longest

in the world. For more information, contact Dale Pate at 575-785-3107.

Third International Chronic Wasting Disease Symposium: NPS veterinarian with the Biological

Resource Management Division attended and presented at the Third International Chronic
Wasting Disease Symposium in Park City, Utah, July 22-24. Oral and poster presentations titled,
“Utility of Rectal Biopsy for Preclinical Diagnosis of Chronic Wasting Disease in Free-Ranging
Rocky Mountain Elk,” were given describing work performed at Rocky Mountain NP. For more

information, contact Jenny Powers at 970-267-2122.

NPS Presents at Workshop on Nitrogen Impacts and Mitigation Options: NPS Air Quality

Division staff presented NPS case study information at the Mid Atlantic Regional Air
Management Association’s science workshop in Baltimore, sponsored by northeastern states July
28-29". The information focused on nitrogen deposition studies at Rocky Mountain NP and the
mitigation strategy developed for such deposition. The northeastern states are beginning to look

at the role ammonia plays in regional haze as well as ecological impacts. For more information,
contact John Vimont at 303-969-2808.

Meetings/Briefings/Teleconferences

Meeting on Air Quality Standards for Nitrogen and Sulfur Oxides: NPS Air Quality Division

staff attended a meeting of EPA's Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee in North Carolina
July 22-23. The purpose of the meeting was to provide comments on upcoming EPA air quality
standards that will address the “public welfare" effects of nitrogen and sulfur oxides. EPA is
working on an innovative, multi-pollutant approach that would link ambient air concentrations
with atmospheric deposition and effects on ecological indicators. Science and case studies from
work done in Shenandoah and Rocky Mountain NPs, and several California parks, are included
in EPA's science review. Chris Shaver highlighted the strength of the science regarding harmful
effects and supported the approach that EPA is taking. For more information, contact Chris
Shaver at 303-969-2074.



Colorado Plateau CESU Holds Partners Meeting: The Colorado Plateau CESU (CPCESU) held
its biannual partners meeting at Southern Utah University (SUU) in Cedar City, Utah on July
14-15. In attendance were representatives of BLM, NPS, Colorado State University, Rocky
Mountain Bird Observatory, Fort Lewis College, Utah State University, Arizona State University
and SUU. Joining us was Steve McCarthy, who manages the Intergovernmental Internship
Cooperative (IIC) at SUU. Some discussion items included: 1) 10th Biennial Conference on
Research on the Colorado Plateau, 2) update on the CPCESU Conservation Registry, 3)
development of the CPCESU Strategic Plan, 4) new Federal partners - both Army Corps of
Engineers and USFWS have petitioned to join the CPCESU, and more. On the afternoon of the
15th, staff from Cedar Breaks NM sponsored a field trip. During the trip, participants met
members of the Utah Conservation Corps and the Youth Conservation Corps, who are being
sponsored through the IIC. For more information, contact Judy Bischoff, NPS CPCESU
Research Coordinator, at 928-523-6638.

Meeting on Yellowstone Winter Use Plan: Staff from the NPS Natural Sounds Program and Air

Quality Division participated in a meeting to discuss the next round of winter use planning at
Yellowstone NP. Others in attendance hailed from Yellowstone and Grand Teton NPs, the
Intermountain Region, the WASO Solicitor’s Office and NRPC. Next steps include: 1) a
science team to develop a plan for further analysis of existing science, and where necessary or
appropriate, filling in gaps using an adaptive management framework; 2) a project management
team to finalize a project management agreement (EQD will manage the NEPA process); and 3)
a communication/outreach team to develop ideas for public involvement and other outreach.
Yellowstone NP hopes to complete a new, long-term winter use plan within 2-3 years. For more

information, contact Kurt Fristrup at 970-267-2102.

NPS Participates in NOAA Climate Program Review: NRPC staff participated in the NOAA

Program Review for Climate Services, in Boulder, July 13-15. The focus of the meeting was to
evaluate existing NOAA programs that provide climate services to decision makers; identify

cross-program connections, synergies, and gaps; and make recommendations toward how these



programs might be leveraged to support creation of a national climate service. The Review Team
report will be completed and submitted to NOAA’s Science Advisory Board toward the end of
FY 2009. For more information, contact Leigh Welling at 970-225-3513.

Night Sky Program Staff Briefed Congressional Aids: NPS Night Sky Program staff participated

in two briefings for House and Senate Aides during July 13-14. This is the second briefing series
sponsored by the International Dark-sky Association, a Tucson based non-profit dedicated to
protecting dark skies. The presentation discussed night sky quality in parks, any apparent trends,
and steps the NPS is taking to safeguard natural lightscapes. For more information, contact Chad

Moore at 970-491-3700.

Interagency Call on Survey of Explosives at War in the Pacific NHP: EQD participated in an

interagency call with War in the Pacific NHP (Guam), EPA, and DOD Navy to initiate review of
an existing draft report. The report focuses on the July underwater survey and assessment of
munitions and explosives of concern at the park’s Asan Beach Unit. A contractor performed the
survey/assessment, which included unhistorical records review and an underwater survey of the
reef flats. The survey/assessment focused on identifying and locating munitions of concern in the
portions of the Unit most accessible to the public. It was not intended as a full-scale study of the
nature and extent of contamination or explosives hazard, but as an update and supplement to
existing data. The park is continuing to work with DOD and EPA to evaluate alternatives for
removal or mitigation of potential hazards to visitors and resources. For more information,

contact Lindy Nelson, EQD Liaison, at 202-513-7206.

Document Review

GRD Reviews Final Mississippi Coastal Improvements Program (MsCIP) Documents: NPS

Geologic Resources Division staff reviewed the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Final
Comprehensive Plan and Integrated Programmatic EIS, and the Chief of Engineers Proposed
Report to Congress, released by the Corps on July 3 for other agency comment. NPS comments

were compiled and submitted to the DOI Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance by



NPS Southeast Regional Director. Both documents incorporated minor revisions suggested by
NPS comments in previous drafts. Key MsCIP projects include restoration of Gulf Island NS
natural barrier island sediment transport system. Such action would counteract significant island
erosion probably driven by removal of sand from the system by past navigation channel dredging.
NPS, USGS, USFWS, NMFS, EPA, USACE, and the State of Mississippi have worked closely
together to develop a common strategy for island restoration congruent with NPS Management
Policies. Congress has appropriated $439 million to support MsCIP barrier island restoration,
including preparation of a supplemental EIS, natural resource data acquisition and analysis,
modeling, engineering and design, implementation, and monitoring. The NPS will continue to

participate as a cooperating agency with USACE. For more information, contact Jim Woods at

303-969-2635.

Double Eagle IT Airport EA: NPS Natural Sounds Program staff assisted Petroglyph NM by

submitting comments on the Double Eagle Il Airport — Revised Preliminary Draft

Environmental Assessment for a Proposed Runway Extension . Staff reviewed and commented on
the noise metrics and sound analysis used in the plan, and recommended that additional sound
analysis be conducted to better address noise impacts to park resources. For more information,

contact Lelaina Marin at 970-225-3552.



