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Heads Up 
Summer 2012 Student Research Grants Available in the Northern Rockies: The Boyd Evison Student 
Fellowship is available to graduate students working on lesser-known ecosystem elements in the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem. Applications are due by February 17, 2012, and information can be found at 
http://\v ww.cfc.umt.edu/cesu/NFAVCllSlJ/Asscts/Job%20Announccnicnts/lnternships.Assistantships/Evis 
on%20Fellowship%20Call%202012.pdf. 
The Crown of the Continent Research Learning Center announces the annual Jerry O'Neal Fellowship for 
work in Glacier NP, Grant-Kohrs Ranch NHS, and Little Bighorn Battlefield NM. The fellowship 
provides educational assistance for students seeking to understand natural and cultural resources issues 
and how these interact with human values. These grants are available to students attending RM-CESU 
colleges and universities. The application deadline is February 15, 2012. Information is available at 
http://w WAS ,cfe.unit.cdu/ccsu/NHWCESU/Assets/Postings/O'Ncal_announcement_12.pdf. (Contact: 
Kathy Tonnessen, 406-243-4449) 
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Accomplishments 
l&M Network-Based Paleontological Resource Inventories Completed: The Central Alaska Network 
Paleontological Resource Inventory Report was finalized in December 2011. This report represents the 
32 and final I&M Network-based inventory to compile baseline paleontological resource data for the 
National Park System. The decade-long effort was initiated in 2001 with a pilot project for the Northern 
Colorado Plateau Network. Through this Servicewide inventory, the scope, significance, and distribution 
of paleontological resources have greatly expanded to include data on fossils from at least 232 NPS units. 
The baseline paleontological resource data is available to support the management, protection, 
interpretation, and scientific research involving non-renewable fossils in the NPS. Reports (for internal 
NPS use only) are available on InsideNPS ( 
http://mside.nps.gov/waso/cuslommeiui.cfm?lv=4&prg=753&id=4616). (Contact: Vincent Santucci, 
202-513-7186) 

Progress 
Record of Decision for Yellowstone NP Winter Use Plan and One-Year Regulation: A Record of 
Decision was signed and a final regulation published for the Yellowstone NP Winter Use Plan ( 
hup: parkplanning,nps.go\/documcnt.cfm?parklD I 1 l&projectID 29281&documentip I 10 1°) in 
December. The selected alternative, which is codified in the regulation, allows snowcoach and 
snowmobile use at the same levels as the past two winter seasons for the winter of 201 1-2012. A 
supplemental environmental impact statement will be completed for a long-term winter use plan prior to 
the 2012-2013 season. (Contact: Dave Jacob, 303-987-6970) 

Chronic Wasting Disease Research on Elk: Staff from the Biological Resource Management Division 
(BRMD) Wildlife Health Branch initiated a five-year research project on elk and chronic wasting disease 
(CWD) in Rocky Mountain National Park. To date, 36 elk have been captured, collared, and tested for 
CWD in the park. Eventually 100 elk will be captured and monitored to determine trends and population 
level effects of CWD in elk, as well as potential management strategies. CWD is a fatal neurologic 
disease of deer and elk. (Contact: Ryan Monello, 970-267-2170) 

Rocky Mountain Nitrogen Reduction Initiative Milestone: The multi-year collaborative effort by the 
National Park Service, EPA, and State of Colorado to reduce nitrogen deposition and its effects in Rocky 
Mountain NP hit a milestone at the Colorado Air Quality Control Commission Meeting on December 15 
featuring an update on the Rocky Mountain Nitrogen Deposition Initiative. The chief of the park's 
Natural Resources Branch made a statement affirming the Service's support for this precedent-setting 
effort. Air Resources Division (ARD) staff also attended. Earlier in December, the Agriculture 
Subcommittee working to develop voluntary, innovative strategies to reduce agricultural emissions of 
nitrogen affecting the park met at the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, where 
ARD staff gave presentations on ecosystem impacts of nitrogen and monitoring trends of nitrogen 
deposition at Rocky Mountain NP. (Contact: Carol McCoy, 303-969-2096) 

1RMA Release 12: A new version of the Integrated Resource Management Application (1RMA) was 
released and is available at the IRMA website (https://irma.nps.go\). IRMA is a web-based site for data 
and information related to NPS natural and cultural resources. Included in the release are improvements 
in the Data Store project profile and the ability to manage NPSpecies users. The major product of this 
release was completion of code that enabled the USFWS Inventory and Monitoring Program, co-located 
in the NRSS Fort Collins office, to have their own version of the IRMA Data Store, which they plan to 
call ServCat to serve the National Wildlife Refuge system. Like IRMA, ServCat is a web-based system 
for resource-related data and information, including reports, data sets, maps, images, links, and more. 
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ServCat is in the final stages of testing and is scheduled to be rolled out by USFWS staff this summer. 
(Contact: Marianne Tucker, 970 225-3589) 

Clemson/Open Grids Project: Work continues on preparing Water Resources Division (WRD) 
information resources (documents, publications, gray literature, etc.) for scanning as part of the Open 
Parks Grid project. Current estimates are around 120 boxes of materials totaling 300,000 pages. Western 
Archaeological and Conservation Center (WACC) archivists reviewing Inventory and Monitoring 
Division preparations and advising on the handling of fragile or complex materials were impressed with 
the integrity, breadth, scope, and significance of the collection. WACC will prepare chain-of-custody 
documentation, special instructions, and other details relating to the temporary transfer of the materials to 
Clernson. At the conclusion of scanning in late summer-early fall of 2012, the digital files will be 
returned to Fort Collins for upload to IRMA, and the collection will be shipped to WACC for accession 
into the archives. (Contact: Margaret Beer, 970 267-2168) 

Reports and Publications 
Acoustical Research Published in Animal Behaviour: Jessica Briggs, Natural Sounds and Night Skies 
Division (NSNSD) acoustic technician, and co-author Matina Kalcounis-Rueppell (University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro) published a paper in Animal Behaviour . The paper, "Similar acoustic structure 
and behavioural context of vocalizations produced by male and female California mice in the wild," 
discusses the behavioral context of ultrasonic vocalization production by mice in the wild. Authors found 
that ultrasonic vocalizations of males and females are produced in similar behavioral contexts and have 
similar spectral and temporal characteristics. The paper can be found in Volume 82, Issue 6, pages 1263-
1273. (Contact: Jessica Briggs, 970-225-3577) 

Gyrfalcon and Ptarmigan in a Changing World Conference Proceedings Available: Research papers 
presented at the Gyrfalcons and Ptarmigan in a Changing World Conference at Boise State University, 
February 1-3, 2011, are now available online. The conference was convened by The Peregrine Fund, 
Boise State University, and USGS. Sponsors included the Environmental Agency-Abu Dhabi, Prince 
Albert II of Monaco Foundation, Trust for Mutual Understanding, National Park Service (NRSS), and 
USFWS. The proceedings are available at: 
htlp://ww\\ .peregrineiund.oy«/projects/g\ ifalcon-ptarmigaii-cpnf. (Contact: Elaine Leslie, 970-267-2135) 

Presentations, Conferences, and Workshops 
Participation in Western Governors' Association Meeting: The Environmental Quality Division chief 
presented on the contributions of park visitation to local economies at the Western Governors' 
Association meeting in December. The meeting was hosted by Joshua Tree NP. Topics discussed 
included Visitor Services Project surveys at the park and economic estimates prepared by the EQD Social 
Science Branch (http://www.nature.nps.gov/socialscicnce/) as well as other concepts of resource value. 
(Contact: Bruce Peacock, 970-267-2106) 

Implications of Nitrogen-Climate Interactions for Ecosystem Processes and Services: At the American 
Geophysical Union annual meeting (http://sitcs.agu.org/rallmeeting/) in San Francisco, ARD staff 
summarized the work from the Fort Collins workshop on Implications of Nitrogen-Climate Interactions 
for Ecosystem Processes and Services. Human alteration of the nitrogen cycle affects and responds to 
climate. Beyond the greenhouse gas nitrous oxide (N20), multiple other N-climate interactions also merit 
attention, including the indirect effects of reactive N on climate and the impacts of climate-N interactions 
on biogeochemical processes, carbon sequestration, biodiversity, ecosystem services, agricultural and 
forest productivity, and human health. The topic is timely for the 2013 U.S. National Climate Assessment 
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and for regional and global N assessment efforts. (Contact: John Vimont, 303-969-2808) 

Good Neighbor Environmental Board Meeting: BRMD staff represented DOI at the Good Neighbor 
Environmental Board meeting on December 14-15 in Washington, D.C. Sessions consisted of updates 
from the Border Environment Cooperation Commission and EPA on their respective border activities, a 
presentation of the board's 14th Report to the chair, Council on Environmental Quality, and discussions 
with senior leadership from EPA. The 14th Report ( 
htlp;//ww\\ .epa.gov/olacmq/gneb/gnebl 4threport/English-GNEB- 14th-Report.pdf) assessed existing and 
potential development of solar, wind, biomass, geothermal, and hydropower resources along the border. 
A second day of work addressed the 15th report, which will focus on water. (Contact: Greg Eckert, 
970-225-3594) 

Training Offered 
Acoustical Data Analysis Webinar: NSNSD staff is leading a series of webinars aimed at providing 
participants with the background and tools to analyze acoustical data. The focus is on methods for 
automating the detection of specific patterns (e.g., species-specific vocalizations). NPS Northeast 
Temperate Network staff is helping to organize the series. Two sessions were held in December. For 
more information on the webinar series, including dates, times, and registration, visit 
http://science.nature.nps.gov/im/units/netn/acoustical data/acoustical webinars.cfm. (Contact: Kurt 
Fristrup, 970-267-2102) 

Climate Change in America's National Parks Webinar: Dr. Jessica Thompson from Colorado State 
University presented this month's Climate Change in America's National Parks webinar series on 
December 8. She provided recommendations for the do's and don'ts of climate change communication 
and gave an update on the National Science Foundation-funded Climate Change Education Partnership 
among the NPS, FWS, and NPCA. To view this and other webinar recordings, go to 
http://nrpcsharcpoint/climatechange/communication/Web%20Seminars/Forms/Allltems.aspx. (Contact: 
Angie Richman, 970-267-2136) 

NPS Training Managers Webinar: Climate Change Response Program (CCRP) staff hosted a webinar for 
the NPS training managers on December 8 to outline a strategy for collaborating with the Learning and 
Development Directorate to incorporate climate change content into existing training curriculiims like 
NPS Fundamentals and the new Career Field Academies. (Contact: Angie Richman, 970-267-2136) 

Great Lakes Invasives Webinar: A WRD/BRMD intern presented a webinar entitled "Invasive Species in 
Great Lakes National Parks: A Web-based Catalogue" on December 6, 2011. The webinar demonstrated 
the website, database, and species profiles of aquatic invasive species in and around Great Lakes national 
parks. The database expands the Marine Invasive Species database developed in 2010 and is accessible 
through the same website (http://\\w\v I .mintia.nps.gov/wTd/marincinvasives/lndex.cfm). The website's 
goal is to promote awareness of and increase attention on biological invasions of the oceans, coasts, and 
Great Lakes parks. The webinar is available at 
http://wwwLnrintra.nps.gov/wrd/marine/publicationsAvebinais.cfm. (Contact: Eva DiDonato, 
970-267-7291) 

Staff News 
Climate Change Liaison Joins the NPS: Doug Parsons has joined the CCRP as the climate change liaison 
stationed in Washington, D.C. Doug comes to us from the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation 
Commission where he was the partnerships and climate change coordinator since 2007. Doug has worked 
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extensively in the fields of climate change, sustainable agriculture, and natural resource management, 
both in the U.S. and Australia. His background and multifaceted experience in climate change policy, 
planning, science literacy, and communication make him a valuable addition to the program. (Contact: 
Doug Parsons, 202-513-7165) 

New Restoration and Adaptation Branch Chief: BRMD welcomes Peter Budde as the restoration and 
adaptation branch chief. Peter began his career with the NPS as a GIS analyst with the Denver Service 
Center and was also the Midwest Region's GIS coordinator. Most recently, he was the team lead with the 
IMD. Peter will assume responsibilities for directing nationwide program activities related to invasive 
plant management, IMD's Vegetation Inventory Program, biological issues related to alternative energy 
development, and ecosystem adaptation and restoration efforts. He will start in mid-January. (Contact: 
Elaine Leslie, 970-267-2135) 

New Threatened and Endangered Species Specialist: BRMD welcomes Jason Ransom to the Wildlife 
Conservation Branch as the threatened and endangered species and habitat specialist. Jason will be 
responsible for developing and integrating an innovative, proactive, science-based national program in 
the National Park Service for the restoration and conservation of threatened and endangered, rare, and 
at-risk species and habitats. During his 10 years of federal service and experience with NPS, USFWS, 
and USGS, he has been involved with national and internationally threatened and endangered species. 
Jason will start in mid-February. (Contact: Tanya Shenk, 970-267-2193) 

The Natural Resource Stewardship and Science Directorate (NRSS) provides scientific and technical support to 
national parks for the management of natural resources. For more information about NRSS services, visit our 
websites: 

Inside Natural Resources (internal): http://www1 .nrintra.nps.gov/ 
Explore Nature (public): http://www.nature.nps.gov/ 
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