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Accomplishments 

Symposium on Wildfires and Invasive Plants in American Deserts: The Great Basin CESU was 
one of 24 sponsors of a symposium held December 9-11, 2008 in Reno, Nevada. The purpose of 
the symposium was to bring together scientists and managers to synthesize current understanding 
of the interactions of wildfire and invasive plants in the Great Basin, Colorado Plateau, Mojave, 
Sonoran and Chihuahuan Deserts. The Society for Range Management provided organizational 
support for the symposium. Over 300 participants from 17 states and 77 different universities, 
federal and state agencies, tribal agencies, non-governmental organizations, private landowners 
and concerned citizens convened for a series of presentations and lively dialogue. The 
symposium was divided into a daylong plenary session followed by workshops. A series of 
synthesis papers based on the plenary session are being developed and will be published in a 
special issue of the Rangeland, Ecology and Management Journal in the fall of 2009. Input 
obtained from the individual workshop discussions along with ideas in the peer-review synthesis 
papers will be used as a basis to develop action plans for collaboration. For more information, 
see the following website for abstracts and PowerPoint presentations: 
http://www.ranuelands.oru/deserts or call Angie Evenden, NPS-Great Basin CESU and Acting 
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Californian CESU Research Coordinator, at 775-784-4616. 

Workshop on Climate Change in Crown of the Continent: A climate change workshop entitled 
"Identifying Multi-Jurisdictional Management Strategies** took place in Whitefish, Montana, 
December 1-3. Tom Fish (National CESU Coordinator), Kathy Tonnessen (RM-CESU Research 
Coordinator) and Leigh Welling (NRPC Climate Change Coordinator) assisted with this first in a 
series of workshops designed to build capacity and improve coordination of climate change 
management and adaptation efforts. The workshop team included climate change experts from 
the NPS, USDA-Forest Service, USGS, Colorado State University, and the University of 
Montana. Workshop participants included representatives of federal agencies and 
non-governmental organizations, including NPS, USFS, USGS, FWS, State of Montana, Blood 
Tribe. Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes, Provinces of Alberta and British Columbia, and 
Parks Canada. Summary notes were prepared and all workshop materials are now posted to the 
RM-CESU web site: http:/'www.cfc.umt.edu/cesu/NEWCESU7Postings/default.htm. The next 
multi-agency, multi-university workshop will involve adaptation to climate change in grasslands 
ecosystems. For more information, contact Leigh Welling at 970-225-3513 or Tom Fish at 
202-208-5872. 

Integrated Pest Management Workshop Held: A workshop titled, "IPM Workshop for Pests in 
Concessions in NPS Lodging and Food Services" (co-sponsored by the Biological Resource 
Management Division, the Commercial Services Program of the Public Health Program, and 
Xanterra) was held at the Grand Canyon NP on December 2-4. Among the 44 participants from 
NPS and DOI attending the workshop were the DOI housing manager, concession managers, 
environmental auditors, natural and cultural resources, maintenance, public health, chefs, porters, 
sanitarians, and biologists. Instructors from NPS and private industry discussed best management 
strategies concerning bedbugs, rodents, and roaches, as well as keeping pests out through smart 
building. One important outcome was the formation of an interdisciplinary team that will prepare 
Standard Operating Procedures for managing bedbugs using IPM methods. Innovative 
management methods such as use of mattress encasements to manage bedbugs and infrared heat 
fumigation were also discussed. The IPM Program staff will attend the annual Housing Officers 
Meeting in February 2009 to continue cooperation involving low risk, effective pest management 
in NPS housing. For more information contact WASO IPM Coordinator Carol DiSalvo at 
202-513-7183. 

Final Decree Issued for the Black Canyon Federal Reserved Water Right: There were no 
responses to the Colorado Water Court Show Cause Order issued on November 19, 2008, by 
Judge Steven Patrick. Based on there being no objections, the Water Court issued a final decree 
on December 31. 2008, which confirmed the agreement that was the result of a year and a half 
negotiation effort. The decree establishes targets for Gunnison River flows through the park 
based on resource needs. However, it also recognizes there are other flow management issues on 
the Gunnison River, including endangered species and the operation of the Aspinall Unit 
Reservoirs. According to the decree, the Secretary of the Interior will have discretion to balance 
these many purposes. For more information, contact Chuck Pettee at 970-225-3505. 

Development of Interim Operating Authority Guidance for Air Tour Management Plans: Staff 
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from the NPS Natural Sounds Program, in cooperation with the FAA, developed guidance for 
"Interim Operating Authority (IOA) for New Entrant or Existing Commercial Air Tour Operators 
Over National Park Units." This is the first document of its kind. The document provides 
guidance to new air tour operators on the application process for requesting to conduct tours over 
national park units as well as the process for existing tour operators to request a revision to their 
IOA. FAA determines if new or changes in air tour operations will cause a safety problem, while 
NPS determines if it will cause a noise problem. For more information, contact Lelaina Marin at 
970-225-3552. 

Progress 

Advisory Board Approves National Natural Landmark Designations: The National Park System 
Advisory Board held a meeting on Dec. 2 at Padre Island NS where Program Manager Margi 
Brooks gave short presentations on four sites proposed for National Natural Landmark (NNL) 
designation. The Board unanimously recommended that these four sites be designated, and this 
recommendation was sent to the Secretary by the Director. The proposed NNLs are: Big Bone 
Lick, Boone County, KY; Cave Without a Name, Kendall County, TX; Chazy Fossil Reef, 
Clinton County, NY and Grand Isle County, VT; and Nottingham Park Serpentine Barrens, 
Chester County, PA. For more information, contact Margi Brooks at 520-791-6470. 

Interests of Great Basin NP Considered at Utah State Engineer Water Hearing: The NPS Water 
Resources Division participated on behalf of Great Basin NP at a December 10, 2008, Utah State 
Engineer hearing on Beaver County, Utah, groundwater applications. The applications seek to 
withdraw groundwater in three basins located upgradient from Snake Valley and the park to 
support of the county's economic development plans such as agriculture and mining. The NPS 
filed a protest in 2007, contending that these applications are speculative because the original use 
for coal slurry was no longer valid. The NPS is concerned that the new uses, combined with other 
requested water rights in the area adjacent to the park, would cumulatively impact the park's 
cave, stream, and spring resources. The Water Resources Division noted a surge in Utah 
groundwater applications since 2007, likely a reaction to groundwater development in Snake 
Valley Nevada proposed by the Southern Nevada Water Authority. Division staff provided 
testimony in support of these concerns and emphasized the need for regional groundwater-flow 
modeling to support decision-making. It is unclear how soon the Utah State Engineer may rule on 
the contested Beaver County applications. For more information, contact Dan McGlothlin at 
970-225-3536. 

South Dakota Water Management Board Hears Wind Cave NP Concerns: NPS Water Resources 
Division staff traveled to Pierre, SD, to testify at a South Dakota Water Management Board 
hearing. The hearing concerned an application by the Southern Black Hills Water System to 
withdraw 484 acre-feet of ground water per year from the Madison aquifer very near Wind Cave 
NP. The NPS is concerned that this withdrawal, if permitted, could deplete water from within the 
lakes located near the bottom of Wind Cave and injure NPS water rights. At the end of the 
hearing, the Board granted the permit to the applicant. The NPS will need to monitor ground 
water levels within and around the park to determine if any impacts will occur from the permitted 
ground-water withdrawal. For more information, contact Jeff Hughes at 970-225-3527. 



Geologic Resources Division Assists Death Valley NP's Effort to Reactivate Material Site: Park 
managers at Death Valley are considering reactivating the Towne Pass Material Site #218 located 
inside the park. Site #218 is deemed necessary to maintain State Road 190, a major park 
thoroughfare used by visitors. The plan is for the California Department of Transportation 
(CalTrans) to conduct routine maintenance along State Road 190. CalTrans will also use the 
material site to stockpile slough material deposited along the highway and then re-use it for 
highway maintenance. GRD has provided guidance to the park on applicable laws, regulations 
and policies in authorizing CalTrans to use the material site. For more information, contact Ed 
Kassman at 303-969-2146. 

NRPC Staff Attends US Mexico Border Tour: Staff of the NRPC Office of the Center Director 
and Biological Resource Management Division attended an informational tour of the US Border 
Patrol Secure Border Initiative remote sensing network across the US-Mexico border. The tour 
was attended by over 20 DOI, NPS, FWS and USFS staff and was arranged to promote greater 
communications between Border Patrol and federal land managers. Network infrastructure and 
operations were presented with open discussions of potential natural resource management issues 
resulting from network implementation. For further information, contact Mike Story at 
303-969-2746 or Greg Eckert at 970-225-3594. 

Geoscientists-in-the-Parks Participant Upgrades GIP Websites: NPS GRD staff has organized 
and updated the GIP program files and database, collected geoscience products created by past 
participants, and redesigned the program's Intranet and Internet websites. The improved 
websites are at: (internal) http://inside.nps.gov/waso/waso.cfm?prg=748&l\ =4 and 
http://nature.nps.gov/geology/gip/index.cfm. The Intranet site provides guidance for parks that 
would like to obtain a GIP, while the internet site contains a searchable database to learn where 
participants have worked with links to geoscience products that they have produced. The work 
was done by Lisa Fay, a previous GIP participant. For more information, contact Lisa Norby at 
303-969-2318. 

Presentations, Conferences, Workshops 

NPS Presents at American Geophysical Union Conference: The Geologic Resources Division's 
Coastal Geologist presented a poster at the December 2008 American Geophysical Union Fall 
Meeting in San Francisco. The poster, co-authored by the Texas A&M University Storm Hazard 
Analyst, focused on NPS coastal impacts from 2007-2008 from extratropical storms and tropical 
cyclones. The poster also discussed new management tools, including Storm Vulnerability 
Assessments and a Storm Recovery Plan at Cape Lookout NS funded by the Recreation Fee 
Program. Numerous side meetings were held with USGS and university partners about associated 
storm projects and marine mapping products. Rebecca Beavers was the lead author of the poster. 
For more information, contact Rebecca Beavers at 303-987-6945 or Mark Borrelli at 
303-969-2171. 

NPS Biodiversity Exploration Initiative Convenes at Discover Life in America Conference: 
Discover Life in America held their annual All-Taxa Biodiversity Inventory (ATBI) conference 
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from December 3-5 at Great Smoky Mountains NP. NPS representatives from seven NPS units 
attended and presented updates on their biodiversity activities. An NPS facilitated discussion 
was held to further a national NPS biodiversity exploration strategy. Libby Nance facilitated a 
discussion to further understanding of user database needs. Libby is working with BRMD and 
I&M to improve the design of a national database for biodiversity data collection. For more 
information, contact Kirsten Leong at 970-267-2191. 

NPS Serves on Expert Panel at Climate Change Workshop: Office of Inventory, Monitoring, and 
Evaluation (OIME) staff served as NPS representative on the expert panel at the 2008 USGS 
Climate Change Wildlife Center workshop December 3-4 in Lansdowne, VA. Panel members 
worked on defining Center objectives, challenges and opportunities, and organizational 
approaches. For more information contact John Gross at 970 267-2111 or visit: 
http://nccw.usgs.gov/documents/NCCWSC_ factsheet.pdf. 

Pacific West Region CESU Coordination Meeting: The Pacific West Region CESU Research 
Coordinators (RCs) met with Deputy Regional Director, Rory Westberg, Chief Scientist Dave 
Graber, and regional office contracting and resource management staff for a one-day meeting on 
December 15th in Oakland. This annual coordination meeting is extremely valuable in 
facilitating coordination and information exchange across CESUs in the region as well as 
ensuring smooth processing and management of CESU task agreements. Topics and outcomes at 
this year's meeting included: review and revision of the annual Regional Director CESU memo 
and task agreement template; discussion with local solicitors on the relationship of CESU 
cooperators and government vehicle use; review and revision of RC and contracting assignments 
and procedures to streamline task agreement management; and a brief strategic discussion on 
how CESUs fit in with a larger science strategy and delivery system in the region. Over the 
coming year PWR CESU Research Coordinators will be working with the PWR Science Council 
on developing a regional science strategy. For more information call Angie Evenden, NPS-Great 
Basin CESU and Acting Californian CESU Research Coordinator at 775-784-4616. 

Inventory and Monitoring Advisory Council Annual Meeting: The Inventory and Monitoring 
Advisory Council held their annual meeting in Fort Collins on December 10-11. Discussion 
topics included an update on the ''Connect the Dots" effort to connect science and management 
through the planning process; various projects involving integrated analysis, synthesis, and 
modeling to turn data into information; lessons learned from the first twelve networks' 3-year 
start-up reviews; and an update on the Integration of Resource Management Applications project. 
The draft Strategic Plan for Natural Resource Inventories was discussed on December 11. For 
more information, contact Steve Fancy at 970-225-3571. 

Reports 

Natural Resources Condition Report for Lake Clark NP&P: The NPS Water Resources Division 
published a technical report entitled Assessment of Coastal Water Resources and Watershed 
Conditions at Lake Clark National Park and Preserve (Alaska) (Technical Report 
NPS/NRPC/WRD/NRTR-2008/144) . This report, a cooperative effort between the Environmental 
Science Program, University of Alaska Southeast (in Sitka) and the NPS, reports on the condition 
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of marine and freshwater resources within the coastal watershed at Lake Clark NP&P. It also 
summarizes threats to park resources as they pertain to water quality, habitat condition, exotic 
species, physical hazards, and climate change in the coastal watershed. Copies of this report are 
available on the Division web site at: 
http://www.nature.nps.gov/w-aterAvatershed reports/WSCondRpts.cfm. For more information, 
contact Mark Flora at 303-969-2956 or Jeff Cross at 970-225-3547. 

Four Geologic Scoping Reports Posted: Geologic Resources Inventory (GRI) scoping summaries 
for Golden Gate NRA, Niobrara NSR, and Pinnacles NM were posted in December to the GRI 
products Webpage. They can be accessed by going to: 
http://www.nature.nps.gov/geology/inventor\-/m"e publications.cfm. Scoping summaries serve as 
an interim inventory product and provide the foundation for GRI mapping and reporting efforts. 
Scoping summaries for 174 parks are currently online. For more information, contact Melanie 
Ransmeier at 303-969-2315. 

Valley Forge NHP Releases Draft White-tailed Deer Management Plan: Valley Forge NHP 
released its Draft White-tailed Deer Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement in 
December. The document is out for public review until February 17 and is available at 
http://parkplanninu.nps.gov/parkHome.cfm?parkID=284. For more information contact Madelyn 
Ruffner, Environmental Quality Division, at 970-267-2137. 

Catoctin Mountain Park Releases Final White-tailed Deer Management Plan: Catoctin 
Mountain Park released it Final White-tailed Deer Management Plan/Environmental Impact 
Statement in December. The final document is available at 
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/parkHome.cfm?parkID=176. Following the 30-day no action period, 
which ends January 12, a Record of Decision will be issued and will include the selected 
alternative. For more information, contact Madelyn Ruffner, Environmental Quality Division, at 
970-267-2137. 

Article in Environmental Communication : A paper written by BRMD's Human Dimensions 
Program is now available in the journal Environmental Communication . It outlines a new survey 
methodology and analysis to examine the degree of agreement and accuracy between parks and 
stakeholders on management issues. The full reference is: Leong, K.M., K.A. McComas, and 
D.J. Decker. 2008. Formative Coordination Research: A Tool to Assist with Environmental 
Decision Making. Environmental Communication: A Journal of Nature and Culture 2(3): 
257-273. If you would like a copy of the reprint, contact Kirsten Leong at 970-267-2191 

Staff News 

Geologic Resources Division Welcomes New Branch Chief: Hal Pranger began his assignment 
November 24 as Chief of the Geoscience and Restoration Branch, overseeing the land 
restoration, coastal, fossil, cave and karst, geomorphological, hazards, and soil resources 
programs. Hal has over 22 years of experience in applied geomorphology, watershed processes, 
and land restoration, including 6 'A years previously with GRD. He recently served as senior 
hydrologist for the Western Region of the Office of Surface Mining and was a primary architect 
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of the application of geomorphic principles to large surface coalmine reclamation. Throughout 
his career, Hal has earned the respect and trust of Tribes, state, federal, and industry 
representatives in addition to parks, regions, and his colleagues at the Natural Resource Program 
Center. Hal can be reached at 303-969-2018. 

Detail to Gulf Coast CESU: Lavell Merritt, Jr., a park ranger at Lyndon Baines Johnson NHP 
and a doctoral candidate at Texas A&M University, is currently serving a six-month detail with 
the Gulf Coast Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit. The purpose of his detail, which began on 
October 1, is to support recruitment of new hires into NPS. Merritt has been co-teaching several 
courses over the past four years at Texas A&M and has fostered a mentoring relationship with 
many undergraduate and graduate students. The courses he co-taught focus on interpretation, 
NPS policy, and park planning and design. This unique relationship has allowed him to place 
students in several parks around the country in internships, seasonal and career positions. Merritt' 
s doctoral research deals with public participation in public land management decision making. 
Merritt also has been working with graduate students and faculty of Texas A&M to facilitate 
their research in national parks. For more information, contact Lavell Merritt, Jr. at 
979-845-4214. 

New Editor of CRM: The Journal of Heritage Stewardship : Barbara Little, who is the WASO 
cultural resource representative to the NPS CESU network, was recently named editor of the 
NPS twice-yearly periodical of cultural resource management and heritage stewardship. Serving 
as an NPS archeologist since 1992, Little has worked in the National Capital Regional Office, the 
National Register of Historic Places and National Historic Landmark Program, and is currently 
serving in the WASO Archeology Program. She replaces Martin Perschler, who led the journal 
since 2006 and recently took a job with the Cultural Heritage Center, Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs, U.S. Department of State. Her most recent book, Historical Archaeology: Why 
the Past Matters (2007), was named an "Outstanding Academic Title" by Choice in 2008. Visit 
the CRM website at: http://crmiournal.cr.nps.uov/Journal Index.cfm. For more information, 
contact Barbara Little at 202-354-2130. 
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