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New Developments 

Announcement of NPS Ocean Park Stewardship Action Plan: On December 1, Director Mary 
Bomar announced the Ocean Stewardship Action Plan at an event celebrating the 50th 
Anniversary of Virgin Islands NP, at St. John, USVI. Supported by President Bush's U.S. Ocean 
Action Plan and DOI, the Ocean Park Stewardship Action Plan was drafted with input from the 
NPS National Leadership Council, Park Superintendents and various partners. The Plan will 
focus the organizational and scientific capacity of NPS on conserving marine, estuarine and 
Great Lakes resources, in collaboration with state and federal agencies and park stakeholders. A 
new ocean park web site is posted at http://www.nps.gov/pub aff/oceans/conserve.htm. For 
more information, contact Cliff McCreedy at 202-513-7164. 

Workshop on Climate Change: During December 13-14, representatives of the U.S. Climate 
Change Science Program, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, NPS managers and natural 
resource staff, and NPS stakeholders met in Annapolis, MD, to share information on the likely 
consequences of climate change to the natural resources of national parks and to examine 
management strategies and philosophies for adapting to climate change. The workshop is a 
centerpiece of an effort by EPA's Global Change Research Program to produce a report entitled 
Preliminary Review of Adaptation Options for Climate Sensitive Ecosystems and Resources. The 
report is being produced for the U.S. Climate Change Science Program, which coordinates 
scientific research on climate change across the federal government. The purpose of the report is 
to review management options for increasing the resistance and resilience of ecosystems to 
climate variability and change. For more information, contact Sharon Kliwinski at 202-513-7181. 

GAP Report on Climate Change: In November, the U.S. Government Accountability Office 
(GAO), with assistance from the National Academies, conducted a workshop on the potential 
effects of climate change on federal lands and the implications for natural resource management. 
NPS representatives, including natural resources staff and other land management agencies 
participated in the workshop. The GAO report and workshop were undertaken at the request of 
Senators John McCain and John Kerry. A final report will be available in the spring of 2007. For 
more information, contact Sharon Kliwinski at 202-513-7181. 

http://www.nps.gov/pub


Boyd Evison Graduate Fellowship: The 2007 Boyd Evison Graduate Fellowship is accepting 
applications through February 2, 2007. The fellowship provides up to $10,000 for a graduate 
student doing research focused on the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. For more information, 
contact Jan Lynch, Grand Teton Natural History Association, at 307-739-3406 or Sue Consolo 
Murphy, Grand Teton NP, at 307-739-3481. 

Big South Fork NRA (BISO) Comments on More Proposed Upstream Coal Mining: The 
Geologic Resources Division assisted Big South Fork NRA with a letter to the Office of Surface 
Mining (OSM) communicating park concerns about another potential surface coal mine upstream 
from the park. As with previous letters on numerous recent upstream coal mining permits, the 
letter cited concerns about mine runoff adversely impacting park water resources. However, this 
letter challenged OSM to explain their cumulative hydrologic impact analysis (CHIA) 
methodology. The park seeks to understand how OSM continues to conclude through their 
CHIA process that repeatedly adding new mines upstream of BISO will result in no cumulative 
impact to the park's protected waters. For more information, contact Kerry Moss at 
303-969-2634. 

NEPA Scoping Begins for Proposed Coal Mine Near Bryce Canyon NP: EIS scoping begins 
January 30th for the portion of the new Alton Coal Mine proposed for federal (BLM) and private 
lands about 10 miles west of Bryce Canyon NP. The proposed surface coal mine is near the site 
of the original Alton Coal Mine that was not permitted in the early 1980's when those lands were 
determined to be "unsuitable for surface coal mining" under the Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act of 1977 due to, among other things, unacceptable impacts to the park. BLM 
provided an informational briefing to park staff on January 10, 2007. The Geologic, Air, and 
Water Resources Divisions will jointly provide technical support to the Intermountain Region 
and the park for the mine permitting and NEPA process. For more information, contact Kerry 
Moss at 303-969-2634. 

Uranium Mill Reopening Proposed Near Glen Canyon NRA : Due to the surging uranium 
market, the State of Utah is entertaining a proposal by U.S. Energy Corp. to restart the 
Shootaring Canyon Uranium Mill adjacent to Glen Canyon NRA, just north of the Bullfrog 
Marina near the town of Ticaboo. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission had begun the process of 
decommissioning the mill, which never processed commercial amounts of uranium due to the 
commodity's price downturn years ago, but the facility was never dismantled. The Geologic 
Resources Division provided input to Glen Canyon in a recent letter to the State of Utah 
outlining NPS concerns about possible adverse impacts to the park if the uranium mill is 
restarted. GRD will provide technical assistance to the park throughout the mill permitting 
process. For more information, contact Kerry Moss at 303-969-2634. 

BLM to Terminate Federal Oil and Gas Lease Suspension at Glen Canyon NRA and Capitol Reef 
NP : In a December 8, 2006 letter, the BLM notified Viking Exploration Inc. that, beginning 
January 1, 2007, it has 61 days left to begin developing the lease or it will expire. The lease, 
covering 9,730 acres in Glen Canyon and Capitol Reef, was issued in 1969 and pre-dates the 
establishment of both parks. BLM suspended the lease on May 1, 1990, pending completion of 
an NPS NEPA analysis on Viking's proposed Application for Permit to Drill (APD). Under its 



original proposal the company sought to upgrade more than 8 miles of unpaved road, construct a 
2-acre well pad, and drill an exploratory oil and gas well in a remote portion of Glen Canyon. 
The proposed well could impact wildlife, vegetation, soils, water resources, visitor use and 
experience, and wilderness values. Because the company failed to respond to repeated calls for 
additional information critical to the NEPA analysis, BLM decided to lift the lease suspension 
and return the unapproved APD to Viking. The lessee has 30 days from receipt of the December 
8, 2006 letter to appeal the decision or request a stay from the Interior Board of Land Appeals. 
An APD would need to be submitted by January 26, 2007 to hold each lease. BLM could 
re-suspend the lease pending completion of the analysis of the APD by the BLM and NPS. For 
more information, contact Lisa Norby at 303-969-2318. 

Upcoming Events 

Upcoming Symposium on Evolutionary Change and Human Altered Environments: The Institute 
of the Environment, University of California, Los Angeles, is sponsoring an international 
symposium from February 8-10, 2007, entitled "Evolutionary Change in Human Altered 
Environments: An International Summit to Translate Science into Policy." For more 
information, to register, or to submit an abstract for a poster, go to 
www.ioe.ucla.edu/ctr/ioesymposium.html. 

Accomplishments 

OEO Assists in Jordan's Tourism Development: Staff from the Office of Education and Outreach 
(OEO) went to Jordan for two weeks during December to help the Jordanian government 
improve their tourism program. The goal of the three person NPS team was to assist the 
Jordanians in developing state of the art interpretive programs and materials (e.g., including 
brochures, text panels, short movies, guide's text books, and audio tours). The team drafted a 
preliminary Interpretive Plan for the historic Madaba site. This will be reviewed and edited by 
Siyaha (Jordan's Office of Tourism) and Jordanian subject-matter-experts, and then revised 
accordingly after the team conducts a follow-up visit in February 2007. The team will also 
conduct several training sessions for the Jordanians on current trends and techniques in the field 
of professional interpretation. Two Web sites that provide general background on key related 
heritage sites in Jordan include http://www.atlastours.net/iordan/madaba.html and 
http://198.62.75.l/wwwl/ofm/fai/FAIpark.html. Specific information on the project can be found 
at http://www.siyaha.org/vl/main.php or contact Mike Whatley at 970-225-3541. 

Response to Proposed Corps of Engineers Nationwide Permit Reissuance: The NPS Water 
Resources Division coordinated Servicewide comments on a Corps of Engineers proposal to 
reissue the Clean Water Act Section 404 "Nationwide Permits." Of great concern to the NPS 
was a proposed new nationwide permit "D," which would allow placement of structures and fill 
material in many commercial shellfish operations with no review by the Corps, other agencies, or 
the public. Because of the known impacts of shellfish aquaculture on estuarine aquatic life, the 
comments stated that proposed thresholds for notifying the Corps (project area >25 acres, or >10 
acres of submerged aquatic vegetation) were far too high to assure protection of estuarine 
ecosystems managed by the NPS. NPS commented that a preconstruction notification should be 
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required for any proposed filling in aquaculture areas within NPS units. The NPS also 
commented on proposed revisions for nationwide permits 6 (Survey Activities), 12 (Utility Line 
Activities), and 21 (Surface Coal Mining Operations), and on the use of nationwide permits 
within National Wild and Scenic Rivers or study rivers. Copies of the NPS comments can be 
obtained from Joel Wagner of the Water Resources Division at 303-969-2955. 

Glen Canyon NRA Research Meetings: Water Resources Division staff participated in two 
meetings from December 5-6, 2006: the Lake Powell Cooperators Group meeting and the Lake 
Powell Technical Advisory Committee meetings. The Cooperators Group received updates on 
the status of research at Lake Powell, including the impact of drought on sedimentation (Duke 
University), limnology monitoring and sentinel sampling of hydrocarbon contamination (U.S. 
Geological Survey), mercury bioaccumulation in fish (State of Utah), Zebra mussel prevention 
(Glen Canyon NRA), and hydrologic modeling of the lake (U.S. Bureau of Reclamation). The 
Technical Advisory Committee reviewed aspects of the mercury and hydrocarbon studies that 
may influence future monitoring and received an update on the recreational beach monitoring 
program. In 2006. the park collected 568 samples for analysis of £ . coli bacteria from 21 routine 
sites plus a number of randomly selected beaches and marina areas. Only one swimming closure 
occurred-at Slick Rock Canyon in June. For more information, contact Barry Long at 
970-225-3519. 

Progress 

Social Science Program Meets with Washington DC Convention and Tourism Corporation: The 
NPS Social Science Program staff met with NPS National Capital Region Public Affairs staff 
and representatives of the Washington DC Convention and Tourism Corporation on Dec. 12th to 
discuss cooperation in measuring and publicizing the economic benefits of tourism to the District 
of Columbia. Much of this tourism involves visits to NPS sites and the NPS Money Generation 
Model can be used to calculate the economic impact of these visits. For more information, 
contact Jim Gramann at 202-513-7189. 

NPS, RM-CESU and Grant-Kohrs Ranch NHS Partner with Local Schools to Enhance Science 
Education: During the past two years, the Rocky Mountains CESU has provided support for 
Grant-Kohrs Ranch NHS staff, in coordination with the Crown of the Continent Learning Center, 
to hold Science Teacher's Workshops for elementary and high school teachers in the Deer Lodge, 
Montana area. Interest by local teachers to have students explore the water resources in and 
around Grant-Kohrs Ranch NHS has continued. The RM-CESU recently funded additional 
teacher training and curriculum supplies to allow 10 elementary teachers to conduct student field 
educations in the Deer Lodge Valley, Montana. The teacher training was conducted at the 
Montana Water Center at Montana State University. For further information, contact Ben 
Bobowski, Grant-Kohrs at 404-846-2070 ex. 240. 

NPS Oil and Gas Management Plan: Staff from the Environmental Quality Division, Big South 
Fork NRRA, the Obed Wild and Scenic River, and the Geological Resources Division completed 
a December three-day alternatives development meeting for an NPS oil and gas management 
plan/EIS. Over 50% of the oil and gas activity Servicewide is presently in Big South and Obed. 



One preliminary alternative discussed at the meeting would provide a new management 
framework effectively expediting compliance for the plugging of a class of abandoned oil and 
gas wells, enhancing the parks' ability to plug wells as funds become available. For more 
information, contact Michael Edwards at 303-987-6953. 

New Publications 

New Report on Amphibian and Reptile Habitat Management: A new report entitled Habitat 
Management Guidelines for Amphibians and Reptiles of the Northeastern United States, 
Technical Publication HMG-3, by Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation (PARC) has 
recently been published. Information about this beautifully illustrated document can be assessed 
at www.parcplace.org. 

New Book on Urban Land Use Change: A new USGS publication - Rate, Trends, Causes, and 
Consequences of Urban Land-Use Change in the United States (Professional Paper 1726) -
studies the change in land use associated with increasing urbanization and its impacts at local, 
regional, and national scales. An online version of the report is available at 
http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/ppl 726. Printed copies are available on request from USGS for $16 plus 
a $5 handling fee. Mail: USGS; P.O. Box 25286; Denver. CO 80225. Telephone: 
1-888-ASK-USGS. To receive USGS news releases go to www.usgs.gov/public/listserver.html. 

Pu ukohola Heiau National Historical Site Coastal Water Resources and Watershed Condition 
Assessment Report: The NPS Water Resources Division published a technical report entitled: 
Assessment of Coastal Water Resources and Watershed Conditions at Pu 'ukohola Heiau 
National Historical Site (Hawaii) (Technical Report NPS/NR WRD/NRTR-2006/359). This 
report, a cooperative effort between the Department of Oceanography, University of Hawaii, 
Manoa, and NPS, examines existing information pertaining to water quality, habitat condition, 
non-point source pollutants, and consumptive and non-consumptive utilization of resources in 
and adjacent to Pu ukohola Heiau, as well as providing a summary of the current status of the 
parks' aquatic resources. Copies of this report are available on the WRD web site 
http://wwwl.nature.nps.gov/water/watershedconds.cfm. For more information, contact Kristen 
Keteles at 970-267-2143. 

Conferences/Talks/Papers 

Annual All Taxa Biodiversity Inventory Conference in the Smokies: Over 130 scientists, park 
staff, educators and students attended the Great Smokey Mountains All Taxa Biodiversity 
Inventory (ATBI) annual meeting on December 6-8, 2006. Mike Soukup gave one of three 
keynote addresses. Mike's talk focused on the importance of identifying park resources while 
involving the public in the effort. Since the start of ATBI, 829 new species have been discovered 
and an additional 4,740 new park records have been added. Other highlights of the conference 
included the showcasing of five "Biodiversity Boxes" available for teacher use, discussions about 
the national ATBI alliance (which includes other NPS units), and the awareness that several state 
park systems and non-NPS reserves are also doing ATBI's. For more information about the 
conference, go to the Discover Life in America website at http://www.dlia.org or contact Susan 
Sachs, Appalachian Highlands Science Learning Center at 828-926-6251. 
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North Central Weed Science Society fNCWSS) Meeting: Staff from the Great Lakes Research & 
Education Center (GLREC) and the Great Lakes Exotic Plant Management Team, attended the 
NCWSS meeting in Milwaukee, December 11-14. The meeting focused on biology and control 
of exotic weeds in both agronomic and natural areas settings. The NCWSS meeting also 
provided an opportunity to hold a two-day symposium for the Midwest Invasive Plant Network 
( M I P N . ) [Note: MIPN includes a diverse group of participants and partners, such as The Nature Conservancy, 

the U.S. Forest Service and the Wisconsin DNR. Other partners include the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, National 

Park Service, Iowa DNR, Illinois DNR, Federal Highway Administration, Chicago Botanic Garden, and a number 

of other state and local groups. MIPN was formed by about 90 people attending an invasive species symposium at 

the Chicago Botanic Garden in October 2002. For more information on MIPN, go to (www. MIPN. org)]. The 

MIPN symposium focused on some new Midwest plant invasives: giant hogweed, horseweed, 
leafy spurge, Canada thistle, and spotted knapweed, along with talks on the biology and control 
of garlic mustard, multiflora rose and oriental/native bittersweet. MIPN elected new board 
members and presented new educational materials, brochures, a handouts. The MIPN research 
coordinator, John Cardina, Ohio State University, presented the results of a survey sent to 192 
researchers and managers from 6 Midwestern states on what they thought should be the key 
emphasis in battling invasive plant species. In a nutshell, the researchers said they needed more 
money to conduct investigations on biology and control and the managers said they needed more 
time to control the plants. Abstracts will be available on the NCWSS website www.NCWSS.org. 
For more information about the meeting, contact Joy Marburger at Joy Marburger@nps.gov or 
Carmen Chapin at Carmen Chapin@nps.gov. 

National Natural Landmark (TxTNL) Program Presentation: Staff from the WASO NNL office 
gave a talk to the NPS Washington staff at the Eye Street building about the National Natural 
Landmarks Program on December 6. Besides digesting basic program information, the audience 
had the opportunity to view about 160 NNL photos. For more information contact Craig Shafer 
at 202-513-7165. 

Staff News 

STAR Award to Geologic Resources Evaluation (GRE) Team Members: The Inventory and 
Monitoring Advisory Committee (IMAC) presented a STAR award to GRE team members Bruce 
Heise, Tim Connors, Melanie Ransmeier and Sid Covington. The award recognizes the 
achievement of GRE's I&M GPRA goal and its Servicewide accomplishments for parks. For 
more information, contact Carol McCoy at 303-969-2096. 

Megan McBride Relocates: Megan McBride, NPS Social Science Program, will be relocating 
from WASO-Eye Street to the Academy Place, Denver office, effective December 22. Megan 
will remain in her current position of Senior Research Associate, and her role and responsibilities 
will remain the same. Megan may be reached at 303-969-2814 beginning January 3. 

Karen Battle Relocates: Karen Battle, Damage Assessment Case Officer, Environmental Quality 
Division, has moved from the Atlanta Office to Fort Collins, where she will continue her current 
duties. Karen's new number is 970-267-2182. The Atlanta Office, as it is today, will be closed. 
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