Associate Director NRSS Monthly Report—-August 2011

New Developments

Planning, Environment & Public Comment System (PEPC) System Selected for Federal Pilot Project:

PEPC, a web-based system used for NEPA planning, project tracking, and public involvement, has been
selected by the Council on Environmental Quality as one of two projects for an initiative to increase the
efficiency of federal environmental reviews. PEPC allows the NPS to quickly process comments entered
on the public site (http://parkplanning.nps.gov), saving hundreds of person-hours during the comment
analysis period for projects with high comment volume. Staff from the Environmental Quality Division
and the Office of Natural Resource Information Systems are participating in the pilot project. More
information on the NEPA Pilot Program is available on the Council on Environmental Quality website (
http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ceq/initiatives/nepa/nepa-pilot-project). (Contacts: Julie
Fleming, 970-267-2132; Tom Flanagan, 303-969-2691)

DOI Initiates Study of Navajo Generating Station: DOI has initiated a study of the Navajo Generating
Station with the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL). Phase I of the NREL study is intended
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to address EPA's control decision for Best Available Retrofit Technology at the Navajo Generating
Station and is due by December 2011. The NPS is participating on the executive committee guiding the
study. NREL is gathering data from stakeholders, and DOI is consulting with tribes. (Contact: Carol
McCoy, 303-969-2096)

Accomplishments

Wyoming Grants Water Rights Change Petition Protecting Grand Teton NP Fishery: In August, the
Wyoming State Board of Control approved a petition by Grand Teton NP to change the point of diversion
of several water rights diverting water from a sole point on Spread Creek, a tributary of the Snake River.
The petition was filed as part of joint project between Grand Teton NP and Trout Unlimited. The project
involved not only the change in point of diversion but also the removal of a low-head dam that acted as a
barrier to fish passage; the new point of diversion and structures allow for much greater passage. Water
Resources Division (WRD) staff prepared the petition and attended Board of Control meetings through
the petition process. (Contact: Eric Lord, 970-225-3526)

Youth of Mixed Hearing Abilities Participate in First Ever Sound Academy: Seventeen students with
mixed hearing abilities participated in the first ever Sound Academy at Grand Canyon NP thanks to a
successful consortium of partners including the NPS Natural Sounds and Night Skies Division (NSNSD),
Global Explorers, Hear the World Foundation, Grand Canyon NP, Grand Canyon Youth, and Grand
Canyon Association. NSNSD staff facilitated a variety of sound-related activities and experiments aimed
at increasing the kids’ knowledge and understanding of the importance of sound in national parks as well
as their everyday lives. This trip provided participants with the foundation upon which future stewards of
park sound resources can be built. (Contact: Lelaina Marin, 970-225-3552)

Progress

Air Resources Staff Briefs DOI Acting Assistant Secretary on Visibility Issues: On August 4, 2011, Air
Resources Division (ARD) staff briefed the Acting Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks
on visibility issues, including regulatory actions on several power plants that are impacting visibility at
national parks and the NPS's recommendation to certify visibility impairment at Olympic, North
Cascades, and Mount Rainier national parks due to emissions from Alcoa's Intalco Aluminum Smelter.
The FWS's Air Quality Branch also participated, and NSNSD staff briefed the assistant secretary on air
tour management issues. ARD staff also prepared an informational memo from the acting Assistant
Secretary to the Secretary concerning Intalco and Colorado’s Craig Generating Station. The acting
Assistant Secretary intends to follow up with the State of Washington and EPA Region 8 in Denver
concerning impacts at national parks from these two facilities. (Contact: Carol McCoy, 303-969-2096)

Clemson University and Open Parks Grid Scanning Project: Clemson University and the Open Parks

Grid project will spend $1.8M to scan NPS information resources, with a goal of digitizing three million
pages. Clemson agreed to digitize approximately 525,000 pages of WRD materials at no direct cost to the
NPS. Shipment of materials to Clemson is planned for January 2012. All digital files will be made
available via the Open Parks Grid website (https://openparksgrid.org/), which is under development, and
also via IRMA (https://irma.nps.gov). The Open Parks Grid will unite local, regional, national and
international park managers, researchers, policymakers, and other professionals through a collaborative
website and improved access to park research. (Contact: Margaret Beer, 970-267-2168)

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Briefs NPS on the Mississippi Coastal Improvement Program (MsCIP):



http://openparksgrid.org/
http://irma.nps.gov

Staff from Gulf Islands NS, the Southeast Regional Office, and the Geological Resource Division (GRD)
met with the Corps of Engineers to discuss alternative sand borrow sites and beach placement strategies
to restore the Gulf Islands NS barrier island sand budget and transport system. These strategies were
identified in the January 2010 Record of Decision on the MsCIP Comprehensive Plan and Integrated
Programmatic EIS (http://www.sam.usace.army.mil/mscip/). Four possible sites were evaluated to
reintroduce approximately 21 million cubic yards of compatible sand to East and West Ship islands in
Gulf Islands NS. The NPS provided initial support for one of the discussed alternatives that will be
further analyzed in a supplemental EIS. (Contact: Jim Woods, 303-969-2635)

National Natural Landmarks (NNL) Tracking System: Several Inventory and Monitoring Division (IMD)
staff members worked with the Intermountain Region NNL coordinator to develop a tracking system for
the Servicewide NNL Program (http://www.nature.nps.gov/nnl/). The effort, identified in a technical
assistance request, was to assess user needs and then design and develop a database system. The initial
system was presented to NNL staff at their annual meeting, and it replaced an ad-hoc mix of reports with
a centralized SQL Server database, standardized interface, and forms to provide summary data for use by
NPS management. (Contact: Peter Budde, 970-225-3559)

Reports and Publications

Ocean and Coastal Jurisdiction Reference Manual #39-1 Now Available: The GRD and the WRD Ocean
and Coastal Resources Branch completed the first edition of the NPS Ocean and Coastal Jurisdiction
Reference Manual #39-1 . This document provides a basic introduction to ocean and coastal
jurisdictional concepts, vocabulary, authorities, and case studies. It covers general topics, such as NPS
regulatory authority, and specific topics including fishing, vessels, aquaculture, and boundary issues. The
manual is a starting point for NPS staff. It does not provide specific legal advice or substitute for advice
from the Office of the Solicitor. RM #39-1 is available on the intranet (

http://www 1.nrintra.nps.gov/wrd/marine). (Contacts: Julia Brunner, 303-969-2012; Jeffrey Cross,
970-225-3547)

Collaborative Conservation and Adaptive Management Publication Available: A manuscript co-authored
by the Biological Resource Management Division (BRMD) Human Dimensions Program and the DOI
Office of Collaborative Action and Dispute Resolution is now available. The paper examines legal and
policy considerations of governance paradigms and pilot interviews with key informants exploring how
collaborative conservation might become more institutionalized in DOI agencies. The full reference is:
Leong, K.M., D.P. Emmerson, and R. Byron. 2011. The New Governance Era: Implications for
Collaborative Conservation and Adaptive Management in Department of the Interior Agencies. Human
Dimensions of Wildlife , 16 (04), pp. 236-243. (Contact: Kirsten Leong, 970-267-2191)

Papers Available on Impacts of Removing I .ead from NPS Natural Resource Activities: BRMD staff
served as guest editor for a series of papers in The George Wright Forum (
http://www.georgewright.org/forumlinks), vol. 28, no. 1, pp. 21-94 (2011) on "The Impacts of Removing
Lead from Natural Resource Activities in the National Park System," including articles on lead
ammunition and sinker regulation, understanding and reaching audiences, federal laws governing lead,
and lead issues at NPS units. (Contact: Elaine Leslie, 970-267-2135)

Paper on Noise Audibility and Sound Levels in Parks Accepted in Landscape Ecology: Landscape
Ecology accepted the NSNSD's paper entitled "An assessment of noise audibility and sound levels in US
parks" for a special issue on noise. The paper presents acoustical measurement methods and summarizes



http://www.sam.usace.army.mil/mscip/
http://www.nature.nps.gov/nnl/
http://wwwl.nrintra.nps.gov/wrd/marine
http://www.georgewright.org/forumlinks

acoustical conditions at 189 sites in 43 national parks. The paper is currently published online at
http://www.springerlink.com/openurl.asp?genre=article&id=doi:10.1007/s10980-011-9643-x and will be
available in print at a later date. (Contact: Emma Lynch, 970-267-2104)

Presentations, Conferences, and Workshops

State of the Parks Workshop at Cabrillo NM: On August 23-25, IMD staff conducted the first park
scoping at Cabrillo NM as part of developing an approach and toolbox for State of the Park reports,
identified as action 28 in the NPS Call to Action (http:/inside.nps.gov/calltoaction/action28.cfm). The
reports will provide a summary of the condition of a park’s natural resources, cultural resources, visitor
services, and facilities/infrastructure and highlight the activities and accomplishments of the park to
maintain or improve resource condition. Products for each park will include the State of the Park report;
a website that allows people to obtain the underlying reports, datasets, and methodologies upon which the
report is based; and a database that will facilitate Resource Stewardship Strategies and other park
planning efforts. (Contact: Steve Fancy, 970-225-3571)

All-Hazards Resource Advisor (READ) Workshop Hosted by DOI: Representatives from the DOI
bureaus participated in a workshop August 8—12 to develop a department-wide All-Hazards Resource
Advisor (READ) training curriculum. A new DOI Learn web-based training course is being designed to
train DOI natural and cultural resource professionals about the roles and responsibilities of a READ in
emergency response and within an Incident Management Team. The DOI curriculum will build upon on
the READ training developed by the NPS and FWS and incorporates new information from recent
events. (Contact: Vincent L. Santucci, 202-513-7186)

Shenandoah NP Scoping for Chronic Wasting Disease: Staff from the BRMD Wildlife Health Branch
participated in internal scoping and site visit meetings at Shenandoah NP August 23-25 as they begin
their NEPA planning process for chronic wasting disease (CWD) management in white-tailed deer. CWD
is a fatal, non-native disease that has the potential to limit deer and elk populations within the NPS and
surrounding areas. While CWD has not yet been identified within the park, it has been detected within 30
miles of the park border. (Contact: Jenny Powers, 970-267-2122)

NPS Collaboration with Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS): BRMD staff worked with
NRCS to evaluate the potential of NRCS initiatives for condition assessment, restoration, and adaptation
decision support. NRCS is sampling for the National Soil Carbon Inventory, which could be key to
evaluating plant assembly changes and plant species range shifts, and is developing a new generation of
ecological site descriptions that tie vegetation types to soils, climate, and topography. The NPS Soil
Inventory Program (http://science.nature.nps.gov/im/inventory/soils/index.cfm) has worked to develop
ecological site descriptions as part of park inventories, and this effort is being expanded across the
United States. (Contact: Greg Eckert, 970-225-3594)

Training Offered

Climate Change in America’s National Parks Webinar Series: This month’s webinar featured Maria
Honeycutt of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, currently on assignment with the
NPS, to discuss the anticipation and mitigation of sea level rise in national parks. This webinar series
takes place at 2 p.m. ET every second Thursday of the month. For webinar recordings, visit the Climate
Change Response Program (CCRP) SharePoint site (
http://nrpcsharepoint/climatechange/communication/Web%20Seminars/Forms/Allltems.aspx). (Contact:
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Amanda Schramm, 206-220-4107)

Scenario Planning Advanced Training: CCRP staff and members of the NPS planning community
conducted a two-day advanced training in scenario planning techniques in Fort Collins, Colorado, on
August 22-23. Scenario planning is a tool to help parks prepare for the long-range impacts of climate
change on natural and cultural resources. See the CCRP website (
http://www.nature.nps.gov/climatechange/adaptationplanning.cfm) for more information about scenario
planning. (Contact: Don Weeks, 303-987-6640)

Science Literacy for Interpreters: CCRP staff introduced science literacy curriculum to interpreters,
resource managers, and volunteers at Rocky Mountain NP on Wednesday, August 10. The presentation is
part of the "interpreting climate change" training curriculum developed through a partnership between
the CCRP, NRSS Office of Education and Outreach, Mather Training Center, and the National Education
Council and is designed to increase science literacy among interpreters across the NPS. The presentation
generated enthusiastic discussion and enhanced understanding of how strong science literacy can help
NPS interpreters and communicators more effectively engage park visitors on critical issues like climate
change. (Contact: Angie Richman, 970-267-2136)

The Natural Resource Stewardship and Science Directorate (NRSS) provides scientific and technical
support to national parks for the management of natural resources. For more information about NRSS
services, visit our websites:

Inside Natural Resources (internal): http://www 1.nrintra.nps.gov/

Explore Nature (public): http://www.nature.nps.gov/
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