
Impairment Determination Decision Process 

Proposed 
project or 
activity 

Proposal 
inconsistent or 
inappropriate 

Proposal cannot 
be revised 

Appropriate (per Chapter 8 of 
Management Policies) and 
appears consistent with 
enabling legislation, Exec 
orders, management goals. 
and desired future 
conditions? 

Proposal 
appropriate and 
appears consistent 
with management 
objectives/DFCs. 

Park GMP does 
not include 
DFCs 

Proposal 
revised to be 
appropriate & 
consistent 

No 
Consistent with 
goals in 
strategic plan? 

Prepare environmental 
assessment 

Identify resources 
and values affected 

(1) Worst case 
analysis based 
on best 
available info 

No 

Obtain 
critical info 
before 
proceeding 

Vegetation 

Geologic 

Sound 

Yes 

(1) Full and proper 
technical studies 
appropriate to 
decision being made 
& critical to well-
reasoned decision 

Proposal 
denied 

No 
Yes 

No 

Water 

Air 

Wildlife 
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Impairment Determination Process 
(continued) 

Severity 

Duration 

Timing 

Direct 
effects 

Yes 

(2) Impacts 
comply with 
applicable 
legal standards 

Modify to 
eliminate 
impact 

•(3) 

• Impacts consistent 
with policy directives, 
management 
objectives, and other 
"effect thresholds" 
(based on science or 
policy) 

• Impacts move park 
toward DFC 

• Integrity of 
resources and values 
remains intact 

NO 

YES 

Conservation/ 
sustainability 
measures 
incorporated? 

Uncertain or 
unavoidable 

Resource at risk is: (1) 
specifically mentioned in 
enabling legislation, (2) 
key to natural or cultural 
integrity or opportunities 
for enjoyment of park, or 
(3) identified in GMP or 
other planning document 

No 

Impact is unavoidable result, which cannot 
reasonably be further mitigated, of an action 
necessary to preserve or restore integrity or 
park resources and values 

Project 
approved 

(4) 
Impacts 
can be 
monitored 
and 
adaptively 
managed 

Yes 

Modify to 
eliminate 
impact 

No 

Yes 

Indirect 
effects 

Cumulative 
effects 

Project 
denied 

No 

No 

No 
Yes 

Yes 


