THE EISENHOWER HOME

Welcome to the home of Dwight and Mamie Eisenhower. The house you see today
is furnished with original pieces which belonged to the Eisenhowers and a few
reproductions of original furnishings. Please help us preserve the home and refrain
from touching the furnishings. Following your introduction in the living room use this
guide to continue your tour. Rangers are available throughout the house to assist
you.

. LIVING ROOM -

The formality of this room is more a reflection of the Eisenhowers’ public stature
than of their personal lifestyle. The room served as a showplace for the many gifts
received by lke and Mamie during their many years of public life.

The Eisenhowers rarely used this room, preferring the simple style of the porch
for most of their activities and entertaining.

. PORCH -

This was the Eisenhowers’ favorite room. A typical day at the farm might find lke
pursuing his hobby of oil painting while Mamie read or watched television. Guests to
the home spent most of their time here also. The Eisenhowers preferred to take
their meals on their spacious and airy porch rather than in the formal dining room.
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Like the living room, this room served more as a showplace than as a functional set-
ting. The dining room suite purchased by Mamie in 1927 traveled with the couple
during their many and frequent moves. The elegant tea service across the room was
an early gift to Mamie from lke. Among the many prominent guests to the home
was Winston Churchill, who presented the Eisenhowers with the silver service and
chest to your left under the window.

PLEASE PROCEED TO THE SECOND FLOOR.
. SITTING ROOM -

The many books here in the sitting room and throughout the house, reflect lke and
Mamie's interests. Westerns, mysteries, biographies, and history, were among lke's
favorites. The oil painting, “‘Winter, St. Louis Creek”, is one of seven in the house
painted by Eisenhower.

. GENERAL'S ROOM -

The Eisenhower painting on the far wall is of David and Anne, two of Ike's grand-
children. The austerity of this room is a sharp contrast to the master bedroom.



6. MASTER BEDROOM -

No room better reflects the personality of Mamie Eisenhower than the bedroom she
shared with her famous husband. Her devotion to family and friends is evident from
the many photographs displayed here. During the ten years Mamie lived in this
house after her hushand's death, she often used this room as an office for conduc-
ting household and personal business.

7. MAID'S ROOM -

Used by Mamie's personal maid, this room contains some of the Eisenhowers’
earliest furniture.

8. GUEST ROOMS -

These two bedrooms divided by a dressing room and bathroom, were used by the
many guests to the farm.

PLEASE DESCEND THE STAIRS TO THE FIRST FLOOR. BE CAREFUL OF THE
LOW CEILING. YOU MAY REFER TO THE FIRST FLOOR MAP ON THE
REVERSE SIDE.
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9. KITCHEN -

This room and the stairway you just descended are located in a portion of the
original house left when the Eisenhowers finished building their home in 1955.
General Eisenhower enjoyed cooking and pursued this hobby both here and at the
barbecue outside. Mamie rarely cooked and most of the meals at the farm were
prepared by a cook.

10. DEN -

Here lke spent many relaxing hours playing cards with friends and reading. The old
fireplace and oven were salvaged from a summer kitchen which stood near the
original farmhouse.The salvaged beams in the ceiling also reflect the Eisenhowers’
intention to preserve as much of the original house as possible.

11. OFFICE -

The room was primarily used for conducting farm business. While President
Eisenhower recuperated from his 1955 heart attack, this room and the study
became a “temporary White House.” The desk in the office is a reproduction of a
desk used by George Washington, and was made for Eisenhower with pine boards
recovered from the White House when it was renovated in 1948-52.

THIS CONCLUDES YOUR TOUR THROUGH THE HOUSE. PLEASE CONTINUE
YOUR TOUR OF THE GROUNDS BY PROCEEDING TO THE LEFT AND DOWN
TO THE TEAHOUSE/BARBECUE.



