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Th~. W®d S'tO•l/'3.gO -L~ildl,..'ttg, . Building l~o. 7At was one ot tht! 
smaller · shed-type structures at th.~ old-Edison Labofatery-, but -­
nonet.~el:S:$.3 p~t otktbe hiatoric scenct from about :;919, when it 
a~pea.r~ t¢. have beep: .~reetedi throug'.n the ye~ of QlhomtJs Alva 
¥Ji15~n-~~/death Jn, 19?1• _ Although a,t:i.ll stand1~g for many years 

,. th.areaft~rt 'it-.finallf; had to b~ taken dolil?l in October 1963 due 
~~1t~t.eop;tl.tt!un''. o~\gen~ratl'· d~t~rio:r·~tti:tsrr• w!'tlF re-~~lti1t~-s~fEtty·· _· 
h&.Za,l~d,J: . ?1e~$ttrad d:ttr;11J.+gs. of the structurG Vl~are -made- baf-0re -sueb 
Xi&mov.al by an .EDDC arrihitectt.\'r'al. teo.m in the BU.."!l'ller of 1962. 

P.ec:on~tructlon .of this building a.'3 an ensential -part of physical 
appearance ·.on, the 4abor~tory Unit scene 1~. prnpmH'td under PCP 
'No. B--8, aubttd.tted Ju.>t9 2,- 1964• at an eatimated total coat or 
a_p-prtiximat~ly - S5,8po. · This cost '13ati.1flAte·ineludes funds for con._ 
.e-truqtion cf an irulsr masonry roonr to serve :pu.rpo$es o:f saf~ 
sto:i:•ag~ for r..aiuts ar1d like · infla,w.,,'lbl-e materials, ·aa described. ·· 
in tne: uArchitectural !'at:!'l.n se<>t:i.on or this report. Havi.nn; such 
a i•oom' will nelp vary much to impr-o\"e the ov'.:?lrall Safety Pr!lf5I'am 
at the Labpr~tory Uri:\.t.. :i'he 5i:rcposed. :r~constru~tio~, a.."ld _the 
ifos:lgn of the inte'l."ior mason.l"'j room, was wor.ked out by Exhihits 
Sp~ci~l.ist ( 'Ret;;toration) Gordie Wh1.ttingt-on on the basis of the 
measuritl'd.dra~;4ng.s and. priotographs, and i ,s delin~ated on the 
attached · dra11iing :prepr.t~"ed by DJDC Btudent Architect Ernest c. 
Dl•eher in the .sur~11er of 1964. 

i"nis office- ;recomr11ends that Building No. ?A ba reconstructed as 
propos~d in. thi8 report and the related PCP No. E-B. thu..-s eon­
t?"iJ:n1ti.i1g to restorn.tion of the_ Laborator--.r scene as it was when 
Th~nm.s Sd1.son died in 1931 .. 



Henja.m:i.n Levy 
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~e one-story .wood frame st:ructure .. 3-dent,itied as Building Ho. ?.A 
i;t the Laborato1•y Unit.. and kn.own todllY as the 'l.0-od . Storage Bui1d• 
·:tng., 1ruls er~oted in 1919 (f.>ae Exhibit No. 1). 'i'tJia.year of ~rao~ 
tion i s determined by b10 ~p11h · One of tl;~se, dated February 10,. 
l 9l9 {Sfie h'mi.b;t .. No • • !)t de>ea not show J~u~ building. 'The oth&~, 

·'i~J:~d.i b-3:cembe'.r 2.z. J3~l9.. '(.li>~~l. sl'loid it t :uetw~eri t~e rear . seetiona 
- ~,~ E-.t~l~i:r& ~fog.·. 3 and !t4. le:be7l;:~· 'as :li> fl stfeePt (S~e ·-Zi<h;~hi"t. Hf)., :J):'.:~ 
Thfl l:qgiq13l . ~';kf P~~q~ ; :t~ .. t:,hat :Bui~(lJ,r~ rio. 7A was constructed 
bet~en: tlte5a· · it.olusi ve ·dateaJ. · · · · · · 

On yet auoth~r map, pre:suma:blj a).t5o of De<:·ernber ,27, 1919, Buil.dt!}g 
No. ?A i s ident:U'iod Ila a nwood ffito~~!l :~1.h.~d" (see !:"A1libit Wo. 4) 
'a.nd that it was ue~d for the purpose. i!a;pl1$d 01 this name is oer~ 
t a in .from t he lu."ilbe1• stor!i.ge raek$ al:ill in pl;::t~e .be.fore the 
structure was recently taken down for. reasons 'Of safety Cse~ 
;~xhih:tt .!-?o. 5J .. 

.$1.£1.1.rtl':blg: 1'~ , . ?A appetitrt>.d di'ff~'t'e1tt in 1963 t b~ fore . :l ts remo'"al • 
th~ _in l.9}9j .-as !€lfi:f . b'c ()bf?~I;ve~t 't11. ea:n~ison of E..'Chibits _Nos. 6 
and 7,. . 'i'he windo11ts $hown in the 1939 photc,;;r:iiclJ ~;: of the $Otithwe$t .. 
9ide , f~cill,!; Euildir!g No. 6, t>tere only :partially in evide!lce by 
't he .later .-dat~.t the :right~hand · se~.tion .hav:tng been bo.~xcled up 
aft~r 1.9J9-. . !:>i~ 1939 r:h17>t.ograph probah1j shovs Imilding No• 7A 
ru:: it app.en.red in the last .years of' Edison's life, s:i.n.c:e the old 
Laboratory ~cup was Ethut do~'n Bhortly after the invent.Qr• s dea.th 
in 1931. 
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REPORT A:>N Pl!YSICAL . CONDITION ·AND Rtt:OMMElU>ATIONS . FOR. RECO~STRUCTIQ?l 
OF.<BUILQnKl no .~ '7A1 flOOD STQRAµE BUILPlNG~ 

. ·.. .'tll):s: ,struct'Ure .Was11 UG~d·'~m; 0·stor~~~ Of'. WGO~tl1 needed . in . 
p~tt:$~king . an:d . oth~l!· .f"il'.i.e ' ca:!.:.inet\>Jork req_ui,red. to pr•:> duce th& 
•firs.t\i();eki.."lg mo~ele of ~·inany _ Etlisoo ~l.V~a-ti¢n;i?; ',· . 

Photograph .No• l, dated Septembetf 1939, aho~s the bttildil'ig as 
l';-eing .. _.i.'"1 goo.d. ·eonditlon • • ,,q 9ot.~parison Photog~ap:Q: Uo. _2, dated 

. S"fi~tember- 1956 t shows the right-hand ·Wi."'ldOW boarded up, and all 
ve~'C:fcalwallba~ds' beginning.atthe-lowerleit-"han.i;l•side otthe 
Wi.,>idow to the right-hand side "f t he structure, µave been 
r.ia:placead. "Dy the t1ine Vtotogra.ph No . 2 was made, · decay was · wall 
6n:'> thei way ~<tin. 1--Iote th~ roof s~gg:lng, a6 also :th~ S :'aSOt on~ 
wc;qlbo:ar..."'l m::i,ssing, and· t11e trim across the lower edge 0£ th~ win• 
de:w has let go .(n$te th.e sha,dovt in Photograph No. 2} • 

A thorough stady ot the building neeessit~ted removal _of . 
n.on-hi.steii"ical patterns by the <lozon and several h~"'ldred board 
f eoet cf partially decayed lumber before one could. en.tCtr th.a 
structure-without risk of 'being trapped should the .eont~nts 
shift. Not~ Photograph No. 3 dated October 22, 1963., j ttst prior 
to r.e.<;10V1l.1 of the debris from in.side. This .slic.ws . rotten plate, 
sagging roof,. fallen door, tar paper over missing wall boards a.".!d ·. 
wtndow op~nh15. fa Photogra?h no. 4 dated Ootobe:l" 24, 1963~ ju.st 
after the contents were removed., psrt of contents may be seen. in 
t he l~ft t.ac!q~;round . lt should be noted here that the window 
sash vtas i~ert;.:::ared '£11 tha writer at an earlier dat~ for r~produo­
idon :rn1t'poses, while ei1ou-;h material could be 5q).·,,.aged to make 
reproduction possible . 1\10 s~shes a:rs on }1and to · be installed in 
the reconstructed building. 

By tba .fall of 1963 the building wns so deteriorated that it 
waB d.ep~nd:L'lg upc;xl its cci1 t c:n.to .for support •· It st.:xrted ~-\\7ayin.~ 
dangerously when the eonti.mts were rerrxJved. It becl.11.me appar~nt 
at this time that .only a light, wind would. topple the st:t"ucture. 
Tnerefore a di::cision to t.ak .. e t2ie ,bu.ild :tn_g; .dc:Jn bcfor·e- ;3omeona­
oould be in.jured wns reached by Du.p:orintendent ~Je:l.g am:l the 
wr:tter. Fhotor)ro.phs 'Nere -1l:1ade_ o_f- t he. intar.ior first, a:n,d then 
the building; wus easily pushed ovei .. by haud. Photograph.1~ tJ.'os .. 5 
and 6 w~i"'e m11de \1ith tne· e-amera at le\'~a-1.. Note a.inount of s!tmy in 
t he ~J_&lls e 

l.O 



.... _ ._'. 

. :-..: 

1 
.·• Ot the. many ·bu:J.ld~s at Sdiaon Jiat:tonall1istori4.;·tate one. ,;e ..• 

'lifaula think L'ldequattt storage spael!; tor almost any kind of · materid 
t $!1ottld be availabl.a. ii0'.1ever, th.is i:J not the case. i.."'i. faet • 
n.cn:t~ of t.ha ·~nildi115a in 5.de:ull:;t ;:m:itt;;<l. t(.> rstorinrr hi.±'lam.'11able or 
~o:j.1:J:t1,:.te mat~ia1s.. . 'J.'hr~ of tr~ . hui·ld±ues ·iµ ... the Labor11t·ory 
\Jn!it . a-~'. '.OOin.fo.reed eoncr~t:.(t~ ,. 'bai1..t . to s1;o~e ene.h itce~ai •. ; ~u·41ng, 
l'i~;~ ,,a -~' .used' f'6~ iatora5~ '(!:If :1~i:lg~r·a ~d. ~~o6u.nt boolns; · Build:iM 

· Np.~ .. ~· .. ~ .. ~~- '.'l~ir.t . ,~11.d:Y~~Modr }nu;H;;\tr:•i<iitorag~ 3uild:i.n1!; and . 
. :3ui1c1ing rfoj> 3:1 ~~$ eonstrn!i!i>ed. to s,tQ:r~rP¥l~'1.der phonograph 
masters, but a.t pre5ent is ·:tairly",wetl : · ~tlltt~i;'t i;o capacity with 
old :llotion picture film ·,:(som() nitrate}f' 'arid · bth:et- arti:taota per ... ,·· 
ta.ining to Mr . Ji:dison. The contents of these ·buildings are vlt.al 

· to the B.dfoon story and ·each. building eh0:1ud: oein:tinue ·it:g exist"" 
·· in,g fr.mction.. · Besideg1 altering the buildi.nz:!.'> to provide ea!e 
' tJtorai~e of :tn.t'l.aimnable materials wotll.d not bs practical. 

l.e-anto ila. 4B a:tb:teh~d. ;to the · nc?tb.e~t end of Bu.il.d~ No .• 4 
le :t .. ire->?:'l~sist&ntt yet far _' frcmr f:f.,reprqof, . and. does not adapt 
d:'cselt. $¢Ir.,;. P~~ct:!;cial ,ac~ea.<:t. '.Vo:; make ' ilse of thi$ .l~anto one must 
eiU~el ·!"'~'~{ tlfrou~h th$ main J•art of' ~ilding No. ~ or ente~ f'rom 

, the li:J...ay behind the leanto which ia ap-p.I"ox:L~tely 18° e.b.:rv~ the · 
.floor lerrel :iaad requii·a$ going via l;dis.on Indi.:.strie.s• .streets 
and a1leywe.:r to approach ·. with anything .tQo hBavy to. carry by hand. 

·· l recommend a wood ah!Sll to lc;ok th$ sn.me as the or1.10ina1 
Wood ~;torij,~e Building b~ constrtict~d s.rov.nd a m~sonry roc>m with 
fireproof doors and vents that olcse automatic~ll1in case of fitte .. 

The prcYf:io::.;ed recon.struetion of the wood shell tu'ld !'!l.astirtry 
roe~ iz'isida ar~ as reconl:"'ll"trHli$d on th~ .attg.chad dt"aWing by S.tu..der.it 
' •• 4- t '~ .,,. r·· ' J"'" ic,r I ._c.::..rctti~ao t.t. __ - ,..; • . IJ:rene~, 1.A..L.J ·· 1oz+ . 
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as it appeared prior:, to removal or -its 

cont~~ts • , Oo:tober · ~2. 1963. ' N~gald.ve 
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tak.an October. 23t 1963, w:f.th cam~ra leve1.· 

1fo~-;at:iv<t No . 0-1379 • 
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