
w
os>3 c.a 

0 2 & B *  OOOTItj- 
HISTORIC STRUCTURES REPORT ̂ ¿>3/Z) '

PART I

THE HOSE HOUSE AT "GLENMONT"

EDISON NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

NOVEMBER 1964



STATUS OF HISTORIC STRUCTURES REPORT

EDISON
PARK

PART T
* § L TPROJECT: Rppnn s tru c , t  i  on

SECTIONS:
Admin.

Called for
Due
Rec'd

V ' /
WL2JLM.

His.
Called for
Due
Rec'd

Architecture
Called for
Due
Rec'd

W 2 / 6 A .

8/21/64

HOSE HOUSE at "GLENMONT" 18________
STRUCTURE/BUILDING #

CLASS BBS

MASTER PLAN _______

PCP (

PROGRAMMED r f u C

Called for
Due
Rec'd

Called for
Due
Rec'd

DISTRIBUTED
Park
EODC
Region
WASO

REVIEWED
Park
EODC
Region
WASO

APPROVED:
Region
WASO

Úíijk -
m  u  s g

/ v h ô / i * Ÿ
t n f iJ r r



f i  Cfctef. mue

Front f& imml director, S »tiw «it  iaiitti

iiubìmti disto* ic »m t u r « i  teferfte, U l« « s  IMS

S i»«« Fart 1 ttlatwri« itm ttam  ferait» t e  t e  following atme* 
tares et K i w  Site are pw m r t ly eenplcte «né «ufficiate 1er th* 
project im i t e  te ente» te te ngmetele te tels office chat li*>  
terlc temuta**« Scperts» N rt  11» te m ite :

6eri«n«r*a fttt ip  eaé teiléteg #11
tettine ateé (* » )

/ j /  J Ô ^ y &■

«et
i l m t n r
âimerteteteeat» teinen
Mr* Whitcraft



IN REPLY REFERTO:

U N IT E D  STATES
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  TH E  IN T E R IO R

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

H30-DCA m  <i0£o

Memorandum

To: Regional Director, Northeast Region

From: Acting Assistant Director, Design and Construction

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part I, The Hose House at 
"Glenmont," Edison NHS

The interested divisions have reviewed the subject report and concur 

with the recommendations contained therein for the reconstruction of 

the Hose House on its former and original site. I have approved the 

report transmitted by Mr. Palmer's January 13 memorandum on this 

date.



Directorto:

ftom Acting Regional Director» Nortiuwtat Region

Subject: Historic Structuras Hoport» Port X» 111« Hose House at 
‘’CXooowwt" » Edison BBS

The subject report woo reviewed by Regional Director Ronald F. I 

on January 7» 1963» and is racoonanded to your approval.

^ t e X P a t r " , 

George A. Pater

Sac teere

est
Otte» BG0C 
Superintendent » ^ t * *
Programs (Att: Gene Monteleone)

GMFraney J  

GeneralJ  

Daily 
Area
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IN REPLY REFER TO:
H30-H

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Eastern Office, Design and Construction 

Philadelphia, Pa. - 19106

December 10, 1964

Memorandum

To: Regional Director, Northeast Region

From: Chief Architect, EODC

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part I, Hose House (Building 
#l8), Glenmont, Edison

The Administrative and Historical Data Sections of the subject re­
port have been reviewed by the interested personnel of this office 
and are recommended for approval by Chief Hall this date.

The Architectural Data Section, Part I of the subject report was 
recommended for approval by Acting Chief Eugene R. DeSilets and 
transmitted to your office August 24, 1964.

Robert E. Smith

cc:
Assistant Director, Design and Construction 
Superintendent, Edison



D E C  7

H 30-SHA
h e r

Tot Chief, SODC

Regional Director, Northeast Region

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Fart I, Hose House 
(Building #18), Cleanout, Edison NHS

Enclosed are the Administrative and Historical Data Sections of

the subject report to be combined with the Architectural Data

Section previously furnished by your office.

Please let us have your comments on the complete report.

Enclosures

cc:
Superintendent, Edison
Mr. Whitcraft

GMFraney
General
Daily
Area



IN REPLY REFER TO:

H30-RHA

Memorandum

U N IT E D  STATES
D E P A R T M E N T  O F T H E  IN T E R IO R

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
\

Edison National Historic Site 
P. 0. Box 126 

Orange, New Jersey 07051

November 27, 196k

To:

From:

Subject:

Regional Director, Northeast Region 

Superintendent, Edison

N o rth east
Region

u £ C  2  1964

’
Initial

and

Data

Reg. Director
/Asst, to RD (PA)

/  Fsst. to RD (Dev. L)
/ R esource Stud.es Adv.

Asst I 'g . Dir. 4dm.
Finance  & prop.
Personne l

P rogram s

Asst. Reg. Dir.-0per.
Interp. & VS
Land & Water
Maintenance
M a s te r Pkn Coord.
Res. M anage . & VP

Asst Reg Cir.-Co-Act
Fed’l Agency Assis.
NPS .Studios

r e t .  i y  State Assistance

Historical, and Architectural Data Sections, 
House, Building No. 18

Hose

Reference your subject memorandum of August 27, 196^, we submit 
herewith the original and two copies of the Administrative and 
Historical Data sections far the above report. Routing, title, 
and contents sheets have been provided for the report as a whole, 
to include the Architectural Data in final assembly.

Both Exhibits Specialist (Restoration) Whittington and the writer 
have reviewed with Supervisory Architect Judd the Architectural 
Data section as prepared by Architect Souder, EODC, and it has 
our concurrence.

In duplicate

Enclosures



¿dison National Historie Site 
P. 0. Box 126 

Orange, New Jersey 07051

H30-RHA November 27, 196^

Memorandum

To: Regional Director, Northeast Region

Prom: Superintendent, Edison

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part I, Administrative, 
Historical, and Architectural Data Sections, Hose 
House, Building No. 18

Reference your subject memorandum of August 27, 196̂ , we submit 
herewith the original and two copies of the Administrative and 
Historical Data sections for the above report. Routing, title, 
and contents sheets have been provided for the report as a whole, 
to include the Architectural Data in final assembly.

Both Exhibits Specialist (Restoration) Whittington and the writer 
have reviewed with Supervisory Architect Judd the Architectural 
Data section as prepared by Architect Souder, EODC, and it has 
our concurrence.

(Sgd.) Melvin J. Wei g

Melvin J . <eig 
Superintendent

In duplicate

Enclosures



IN REPLY REI'EN TOi

H3Q=BgA
NER

U N IT E D  STATES
D E P A R T M E N T  O F T H E  IN T E R IO R

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

liV) I ".on Nut ion-'il Hi ■.lofio, U t e  
'. 0. iXn 1 »6 

Orange, New Jersey 0 7 0SI

November 23, 196^

Memorandum

I'o: Reg!orina Director, Northeast Terri on

From : Superintendent, EdIson

Subjectî Historic Structures Reports

N o r th e a s t

R e g io n

N O V  2 4  Ì 0 6 4

—

Initial
and

Dul«

mar. Director

fK .t, tit l !¡ ( 1 (' 1

t 1,) |,i) >('<•■ i )

r t <• ■■■. !f"i ' 1 ¡i ' «S All»,
Asst i <i Pi: /Yin.

finança •’ Prep

Psrsomsi
Procrcrns

Asst Ron. r r .-Oper.

In tírp . i". V i

fa r  j  1: VVater

Maii.ti. "■enea
fAs: • f Pi i d o n i .

I(i::i M i , vi*
A n t Heß (Hr i ; o /><;!

fort’» AfiAiry Astis.
— —

NI'S StuÁirs

Sta ta  Assistance

‘he following; information is submitted in response to your subject 
f November k:memorandum o 

Report

■*rt TI (Portion), the
Conservatory, "Glenmont"

Part I, ump House ( -1?), 
"Glenmont"

p,art. T, Nose House ( 718), 
''Glenmont"

Part I, flack Maria (rl3)

Present Status

Some new information has come to 
light about, the Edison Home construc­
tion and repairs which entails more 
writing than was originally anticipated, 
The -Superintendent is personally work­
ing on this with as much expedition 
as possible. He hope to have the 
Historical and Administrative Data 
ready within three or four weeks.

Historical Data is ready in draft and 
is now in review. :le hope to have 
this in final form with Administrative 
Data in the next wee)* or two.

Game information as for the Pump House 
above.

Supervisory Museum Curator Speiden has 
been working fairly steadily on this, 
especially to determine the site of 
the original building, with reasonable 
exactness, from old photographs and 
plans. Ho still has to prepare the 
>! i a tor ica3 Data text , however.

i



¿’art 1, Concrete ( 'mall 
->tora ge ) Vault ( /B )

Work started but nal very Par along 
ns yet.

Je realize that these reports are overdue and fully understand 
the urgency involved. -very effort is being made to get them in 
as quickly as possible consistent with other equally important 
duties and responsibilities, some of 'which also have deadlines, 
■ve are trying very hard to submit all the listed reports before 
Christmas except those for Buildings nos. 13 and 8, which it is 
hoped may be forthcoming in January. / ■

In duolicate

2
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H30-RHA

flue 27198«

M M K « D d a i

Tot Superintendent, Edison

Front Regional Director» Northeast Region

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part I, Architectural 
Data Section, Hose House at Gletaeont, Edison NHS

Enclosed herewith is a copy of the Part 1 Architectural Data

Section for the subject Historic Structures Report.

Please prepare the Administrative sad Historical Data Sect Iona

and forward three copies to this office by October 2, 1964.

ton Hi f. Leg

Enclosure

cc:
Chief» EODC
GMFraney /
General /
Daily
Area



IN REPLY REFER TO:
H30-H

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Eastern Office, Design and Construction 

Philadelphia, Pa. - 19106

August 2b, 1964

Memorandum

To: Regional Director, Northeast Region

From: Chief Architect, EODC

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Architectural Data 
Part I, Hose House at Glenmont, Edison

Enclosed for your review and distribution are three copies of the 
subject report which was recommended by Acting Chief Eugene R. 
DeSilets this date. A copy has been retained by this office.

We recommend that the Part II Report be waived because of the size 
and simple construction of the building.

N ortheast
Region

AUG ‘¿ 5  1 9 6 4

Initial
and

Date

Reg. Director
/  Asst. U) P t Ri 1

J : - \  to i ?v. S e i
Resei.rw ■ . s Adv.

Asst : . p!
Fina- ' 3 f , rrcp
Pcrsoi” >1
P.x?ri>’ s

Asst. Rej r -Oper.
Inten r. VS

Lai d ' Water
Msinttrsnce
fi«s* »•: •, rotr-J.
Kk ; sgi. i VP

Asst T ' 1  ■« Act
Fes'. -,r- -» ' ¡ USection, >  .

By:
Donald F. Benson, Acting

Enclosure

cc:
Assistant Director, Design and Construction 
Superintendent, Edison
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HISTORIC STRUCTURES REPORT - PART I

HOSE HOUSE. BUILDING'NO. 18

Prepared by

Melvin J. Weig 
Superintendent

Benjamin Levy 
Supervisory Historian

Arthur Splegler 
Historian

and

Norman M. Souder 
Architect

August-November 196̂
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Prepared by

Melvin J. Weig 
Superintendent

November 25» 196^



Administrative Data

The Historical Data section of this re±>ort reveals that the Hose 
House, Building No. 18, was erected on the Glenmont grounds in 
1904-1905, apparently in connection with installation of a new 
water line and hydrant for fire protection in 1903. This section 
of the report also establishes the historic location, from which 
the building was moved to another site across the driveway in 
1951.
Through the years this little structure has deteriorated beyond 
economical repair, and it should therefore be reconstructed, the 
old building being used as a model. It is planned to accomplish 
that work under POP B-21 approved July 6, 1964, total amount 
»1,000 (construction only, 1830), including replacement of the 
fire hose itself.

Once so reconstructed, it is administratively recommended that 
the Hose House be placed in its historic location, rather than on 
the site to which the original was moved in 1951. Ouch installa­
tion will not only reflect its actual position on the grounds in 
Thomas Odison*s time, but it will also be better from an 
architectural-aesthetic standpoint, in that there will be lees 
interference With the perspective of the Pump House, Building 
No. 17« The latter is of pleasing Victorian design, in keeping 
with the Edison Home itself, whereas the Hose House is a far 
simpler, strictly utilitarian building. Everyone consulted 
about the matter, including Architect Henry A. Judd and '“bellibits 
Specialist (Restoration) Gordie Whittington, KODC, agrees with 
this thought.

As stated in the Historical Data section, the above proposed 
reconstruction and location of the Hose House will bring to mind 
the concern of Thomas Edison and his family for protection of 
Glenmont from fire in the days before high pressure pumpers and 
modern equipment, and will thus help to preserve the rural sur­
roundings and circumstances in which the inventor here lived for 
many years.



1’ BOUSE» BUILDING NO. 18

"HISTORIOAL DATA”

Prapar®d by

Melvin J • Weig 
Guporintendent

Benjamin Levy 
supervisory Historian

and

Arthur dpiogler 
Historian

November 35, 196^



Historical Data
The Hq q» Hoys«, Building do. 18, is a 3iaall wood-frame structure 
for the storage of fire-hose line at Qlenmont, the historic 
estate of the great inventor, Thomas Alva Edison, Edison National 
Historic Site (Exhibit l). Historically, the Hose House was 
located about sixty feet north of the Edison Home, in a circular 
plot of ground as shown on the revised Site historic base map 
( ixfaibit 2). Mr. G. Thore Hallstrom, gardener at Glenmont for 
the past 50 years, remembers the historic location exactly, as he 
was informed about it by the Edison Family, and as it continued 
up to 1951.

Evidence to establish the date when the Hose House was constructed 
is an accounting record entitled "Building Hose House in Park," 
contained in a ledger of Thomas Edison which shows 35.59 was 
spent for this purpose from December 190*f through June 1905.
Such construction was probably associated with installation of a 
water line and hydrant very near the same location the year 
before, presumably to offer better fire protection for the Edison 
Home. The latter is documented by Service Report No. 6^6 of the 
West Orange «ater Company, account of Mrs. Thomas A. Edison, with 
dates of March 28 and April 1, 1903 (Exhibit } ) .  This line and 
hydrant are no longer in use, but they were new at the time, and 
erection of a small structure close by for convenient storage of 
connecting fire hose was logical.

This was apparently the first time that water from any commercial 
source was brought close to the Edison Home. Prior to 190b and 
for many years thereafter potable water was drawn daily from a 
well by machinery in the Pump House, and was thence hand carried 
to the house, as there seems never to have been any connecting 
piping. Cistern water for washing and other like purposes was 
supplied by a pump in the basement of the Home which drew from 
various cisterns constructed nearby.

Hr. iiallstrom recollects that by 1950 the Hose House had deteriorated 
and become overgrown with shrubbery when it was damaged by a storm 
that year. In 1951 Mr. Charles Edison, the inventor's son, had 
the structure repaired and moved it to its present location across 
the driveway next to the Pump House.

Although the Hose House is a minor shed in the Edison complex of 
buildings, its presence brings to mind the concern of the inventor 
and his family for protection of their home from fire loss in the 
days »«lor* high pressure pumpers and modern fire-fighting equip­
ment. It thus helps to preserve the rural circumstances and

2



surroundings in which Phomas' A. Jdiaeh lived for many years at 
Jlenmont.
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1.

I. FOREWORD

The smallest building at Glenmont is the Hose House, 

located on the service drive adjacent to the Pump House. The 

original location was in the circle across the drive.

The small shed-roofed structure is used to house a 

fire-hose cart.

The building has deteriorated to an extent, that it 

warrants reconstruction. Due to its size, reconstruction is 

more economical than extensive repairs.

It is not known when the original Hose House was 

built. It was, however, in existance when Edison was living 

at "Glenmont" and therefore is regarded as part of the historic 

site.

Norman M. Souder 
Architect 
August 196k



1 .
II. EXISTING CONDITIONS - EXTERIOR

A. Walls

The Hose House is a V-8" x 6'-3" structure with a 

shed roof and one board and batten door. The roof at its 

highest point is 7'-10" from the base, sloping sharply to the 

rear.

The walls are of vertical beaded siding 9-5/l6" wide. 

The edges of the tongue and groove boards are beaded and each 

board is center beaded as well. The exterior is painted dark 

green.

B. Door

The board and batten door is four feet wide and six 

feet high, constructed of wide boards. A cast iron thumb 

latch and T strap hinges are the only hardware.

C. Roof
The roof is of rough wide board sheathing, covered 

with asphalt shingles. There is no moulding or trim on the 

building. The roof sheathing projects slightly beyond the

walls to form an overhang.



2.

III. EXISTING CONDITIONS - INTERIOR

A. Floor

The flooring is of seven inch wide tongue and groove

boards.

B. Walls

The interior walls are the exposed framing and 

interior of the sheathing, and were left unpainted.



ILLUSTRATION NO. 1

The Hose House from the northeast. 

This simple structure is located, on the 

service drive next to the Pump House shown 

in the background.

Photo: Unknown

Copy Neg. No. EODC 1+862




