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I. FOREWORD

The barn is not readily visible to the visitors to
Glenmont. It is located on the north boundary of the prope:ty
and is concealed by a screen of large evergreen trees.

The actual building date is not presently known. It is
hoped that future historical research may produce documentary
evidence of the original structure. .It appears to have been bpilt
in the same era aé the mansion it served. Glemmont was built in
1880 and it is logical to assume thet horses and carriages, and
consequently a stable, were a necessary adjunct to the large house.

The barn was originally erected on the site of the
present garage. When Thomas Edison built the monalithic concrete
garage in 1908 the barn was moved to its present site in the
service area, east of the greenhouse and gardener's cottage.

The construction of the barn indicates a change in the
Plan and orientation of the structure, probebly at the time of the
moving end at & time when horses and carriages were replaced by
automobiles.

In the 1920's one section of the interior was adapted as
a cow stable and the shed added to the inside corner of the ell for
calves.

The Glenmont barn is in good physical condition, except
for lack of foundations under the calf shed and chicken house.
Norman M. Souder

Architect
May 1965



II. EXISTING CONDITIONS - EXTERIOR

A. Halls

The Vietorian style barn is basically an L-shaped
structure, 51'-7" x 42'-6". The structure is wood frame on a
concrete foundation. It is one story high with a loft over the
main portion.

The exterior siding is a combination of bevel siding
with 4-1/2" exposure and wood shingles with a 6" exposure. The
siding is placed on the lower portion and the shingles in the
gables and over a flat trim strip on the long sides. The flat
trim is placed to form a decorative treatment at the corners and
window heads. The east face has a series of eight panels of drop
siding, separated by flat trim, located between the window and
door heads of the first floor and the sill of the loft door.

The corner trim, division boards and skirting boards are
placed on the same plane, dividing the wall areas into panels.

The calf shed which was the latest addition is sided in
vertical boarding of varying widths and types. No effort was made
to match the architectural treatment of the main structure.

The entire structure is painted dark green, causing it
to blend with the grouping of evergreens which surround it.

B. Roof

The roofing of the barn is slate and the present roof of
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the calf shed is covered with roll roofing. The present slate
roofing dates to the moving of the barn to its present site. In
the chicken house two former triple skylights in the long west
slope of the roof were closed up when the building wes moved. Mr.
Hallstrom, the Edison's gardener, explained that the skylights
faced south when the building was in its original location, thus
providing additional light in the chicken house interior in
winter months.

When the interior was adapted for the housing of cows,
the modern metal ventilator was installed on the center of the
ridge of the main section.

The cornices are Victorian with an overhang on the gables
ornamented with a combination of fascia board and typically
Victorian mouldings. The eave sides of the building are ornamented
with false rafters on fifteen inch centers. The ends of the
rafters are trimmed with decorative concave cuts.

Recent repairs to the roof include a new moulded metal
ridge superimposed on the slate roof in a manner similar to the
ridge treatment on the house at Glenmont.

C. Fenestration

1. Windows
Most of the windows in the barn are typically Victorian.

The sash, most of which is obviously original, consists of twelve
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six inch by nine inch panes. The sash is either hinged or fixed and
on the south wall of the feed room is arranged as double hung sash.
In the chicken house wing the sash are arranged in groups of three
and in other areas are used as single and double windows.

The 1920 period alterations included three new bottom-
hinged sash with large panes set into the south wall. The west
wall of the calf shed also has two later period sash consisting of
nine large lights.

2. Doors

The exterior doors are varied in type and size, but are
of the same general design. On the east side there are a pair of
sliding doors, & single door to the entry and a pair of hinged doors
at the loft level. All are heavily constructed doors with panels of
narrow beaded boards set diagonally. The original treatment had
three-quarter round moulding outlining the panels. Where the stiles
and rails have been repaired the mouldings were replaced with the
bevelling of the replacements.

The upper panels of the sliding doors are fitted with
the twelve light sash typical of the building. Both loft doors
have nine inch by eleven inch glass set in the upper vertically
boarded panels.

The two doors on the west side, one opening from the cow
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stable to the open shed, and the other from the calf shed are two

swing doors. Both sets of doors have diagonally boarded panels.
The interior of the open shed on the west end of the

barn is lined with flush siding similar to the interior treatment

of the barn.



III. EXISTING CONDITIONS - INTERIOR

A. Plan

As has been noted, the basic plan of the barn is in the
shape of an "L". The main portion placed approximately on an east-
west axis, houses an entry, feed room, cow stable and open shed.
The wing extending to the north on a line with the east wall con-
tains a pony stable and chicken house.

The presence of several posts with quadruple reeded
decorations about five feet above the floor line gives rise to the
speculation that the plan is changed from the original. The wood
columns were obviously designed to be in full view, but in their
present locations are partially concealed by partitions. It is not
possible nor practical at this time to do a thorough architectural
investigation to determine the original layout.

B. Floors

The floors in the barn are concrete or earth, depending
upon the use of the area. Concrete is used in all areas except the
chicken house, calf shed and the open shed.

The flooring in the cow stable is on various levels and
contains a feeding trough and drainage gutter. The area between the
stanchions is paved with brick. The concrete aisle on the south

side of the stanchions is approximately fourteen inches above the
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aisle on the north side. The two aisles are joined by a concrete
ramp on the west wall. The sixteen inch gutter is bridged at the
base of the ramp by a finely designed cast iron plate in a raised
fleur-de-lis pattern.

C. Walls and Ceiling

The interior walls and ceilings throughout the first floor
are sheathed with flush board siding. In some cases beaded edge
boards are used. The entry, in addition to the siding, has a chair
rail high wainscot trimmed with a heavy moulding of multiple beading.

The interior siding is painted white and in the stables
and chicken house whitewash was applied over the paint.

D. Interior Features

1. Chicken House

The chicken house end of the building is now used for
storage. There were formerly four openings to the chicken runs
located under the centers of the triple windows on the east and
west walls. These openings were later covered on the exterior by
skirt boards. The two ranks of triple skylights in line with triple
windows on the west wall were covered when the barn was moved to its
present site. However, they are still visible on the interior.

The two ranks of triple window openings are presently

covered with wire screens. Marks on the jambs and head show that
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sash were once used in these openings similar to the windows on the
north and west walls.

2. Pony Stable

The pony stable, entered from the exterior by the
sliding doors, is a room housing both a carriage and the pony. The
stall, located in the northwest corner, is sided with a wood
wainscot surmounted by an elaborate cast iron screen. The newel
at the end of the stall is capped by a cast iron finial. The
manger is a quarter circle of cast iron rods. The concrete floor
in the stall is covered with a sturdy wood slatted duckboard. A
shallow gutter runs from the stall area into a floor drain near
the center of the room. The former sash in the double window on
the west wall are no longer in place. They appear to have been re-
used in the construction of the north wall of the calf shed. A
long, narrow, re-used window sash of unknown origin is located in
the north wall above the stall to provide borrowed light from the
chicken house.

3. Feed Room

The feed room to the left of the entry is lighted by
a single hinged sash on the east wall and a double hung sash on the
south wall. The unusual feature in this room is the twenty inch
concrete riser to the narrow door opening on the feeding aisle in

the cow stable. A wood, slatted gate is hung at the opening between



the entry and feed room in lieu of a door.
L. Cow Stable
The unusual arrangement of floor levels has been
described in Section III B, Floors. This modern system was intro-
duced in the 1920's when the commercially produced pipe stanchions
were installed. Each of the three stenchions is equipped with
automatic water fountains. At the same time the small louvers and
the three top opening windows were added. A built in ladder
attached to the west wall is the means of access to the loft area.
A large door to the open shed is located on the west
wall and another to the calf shed is on the north wall.
The doors on the east wall are the six panel type
commonly used in houses at the turn of the century.
5. Calf Shed
The comparatively rude construction of the calf shed
is exposed on the interior. The sill plates are resting directly
on grade and are in a decayed condition. The clapboard sidewalls
of the barn structure are also exposed in the shed.

6. Loft

The long narrow loft is lighted by a window in the
west gable and the two small lights in the doors in the east gable.

It is floored in wide boards. The rafters and roof sheathing are
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exposed as are the outlookers which form the decorative rafter ends
on the exterior.

A metal duct from the roof ventilator follows the
sloping roof line to the floor at the north wall. The duct ends
at a ceiling grille in the cow stable below. The roof is framed
with vertically sawn two by six inch rafters (full dimension)
placed on twenty and one~-half inch centers. The rafters are
attached to a 2-1/4 inch by 9 inch ridge pole.

T. Utilities

Electrical wiring and water pipes were installed in
the barn in Edison's time, but in recent years have been dis-
connected since the barn is now used only for storage of momentos

and miscellaneous materials.
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IV. RECOMMENDATIONS

As has been noted in the foreword of this report, the building
is in good physical condition except for the following:

1. The sill plates in the chicken house and calf shed have
deteriorated from long contact with the ground. It will be
necessary to remove the siding and plates and elevate the buildings
to correct the sag.

2. New concrete foundations and sill plates will be required

on the north and west walls of both the chicken house and calf shed.

When this is completed matching siding and repairs will be required
at the grade level.

3. To protect the interior of the building it would be
advisable to replace the six sash missing on the east side of the
chicken house with sash matching the 12 light sash in the remainder
of the building.

k. In the process of repairing the barn the three quarter

round mouldings on the door panels should be replaced.



Carpentry

Material

Painting

COST ESTIMATE

.............. e ee .. $2,000.00
............ G ieieiiieeeeaaae., 500,00

e ter i creens terer et 350.00

................ Cereeeniaaieescanaa.. 1,800.00

..................................... 375.00

............. e aeeesraaeae s 900.00
..................................... 150.00

TOTAL $6,075.00



ILLUSTRATION NO. 1

The east, or front, of the Glenmont Barn. The entrance is on
the left. The double sliding doors open into the pony stable. The two
banks of screened openings on the right are part of the chicken house
portion of the barn. Note the decorative treatment of the main building
at the right with clapboard penels and shingle above at the loft level.
Photo: National Park Service

Gordie Whittington, April 1965

EODC Neg. No. 124.7h



. W)« o .
wmiumwwwwwwwm

vwm«wmwwwvww \MW:W/U‘Wm\wwmmmwwrwwm««\ e
S \\\\\\\\ e e

i \\\ S

i RGN

N TR \\M\\\, L

s > Y\\\\\‘r\\w\rw

i w\ it inki ,,,W,WU,\\\\WW S (/«umvvw\ﬁﬂw\www/\wnﬁmymy«(\‘»},,Q,,\\W,\
3 i e i \\\\wm(\\\ e Wi ‘M\\wwvww‘w 8
G R \“\”'\\“ e

i e
b R

i J’

i i

- b ce St e e MW




ILLUSTRATION NO. 2

The northwest corner of the chicken house wing showing the
unequal roof pitches and change in the exterior treatment levels. The
stone fence against the building is the north property lire and a factor
in the decay of the sill plate.

Photo: National Park Service
Gordie Whittington, April 1965

EODC Neg. No. 12Lk.75






ILLUSTRATION NO. 3

West elevation of the chicken house and calf shed. These sides of
the buildings have no foundations and as a result the sill plates have decayed
causing settling which can be seen in the sagging eave line. It is thig area
and the north side of the chicken house shown in Illustration No. 2 that
will require a new concrete foundation. The long slope of the chicken house
roof at the left has two skylights composed of three sections each, now

covered by the slate roofing.

Photo: National Park Service
Gordie Whittington, April 1965

EODC Neg. No. 124.76






ILLUSTRATION NO. L

The northwest corner of the main section showing the open shed.
The wide, light painted door leads to the cow stable. The double window
in the gable lights the long narrow loft. Note the quadruple beading on
the post at the corner. This feature also appears on severzl of the post
on the interior of the building suggesting a possible change in the plan

when the building was moved from its original site to the present location.

Photo: National Park Service
Gordie Whittington, April 1965

EODC Neg. No. 124.77






ILLUSTRATION NO. 5

The south side of the barn showing the three later
windows in the cow stable. An earlier double hung window on
the right is obscured by the trunks and shadows of the trees

planted to screen the barn from view.

Photo: WNational Park Service
Gordie Whittington, April 1965

EODC Neg. No. 124.78
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UNITED STATES \

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO:

H30-DCA L
Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Northeast Region

From: Assistant Director, Design and Construction

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part I, Frame Barn
(Building #16), Edison NHS

The interested divisions have reviewed this subject report,
received under cover of your memorandum of July 21, and concur
in its recommendations. In view of the simple nature of the
work proposed, we agree to waiving the Historic Structures
Report, Part II for this project. However, Part III should. be
prepared by the Park staff with the assistance of EODC upon
the completion of the work.

I have approved the Part I report this date.

Northeast
Region
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Eastern Office, Design and Construction
Philadelphia, Pa. - 19106

IN REPLY REFER TO:

H30-R June 22, 1965
Memorandum

To: Regional Director, Northeast Region
From: Chief Architect, EODC

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part I, Frame Barn, Bldg. No. 16,
(Glenmont), Edison

The Administrative and Historical Data Sections of the subject report

have been reviewed by the interested persomnel of this office and are

/s

Robert k. Smith

recommended. by Chief Hall this date.

ce: , Northeast -
Assistant Director, Design & Construction R’Bg“m oad
Superintendent, Edison .
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Reglon ad
UNITED STATES "JUN 3 1965 o=
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR T
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE RS
fget. *v - (Mev, L)
Edison National Historic Site Rerm 7 e Adv.
IN REPLY REFER TO: P. 0. Box 126 " W _.. :‘*dm.
Orange, New Jersey 07051 Fine . 1 rrop.
Parno sl
H30-RHA June 2, 1965 Prorr s
NER : L |pssi t  r-Oper.
“iaterp. VS
Lord 2 \-. cer
Mairtene ce
Memorandum Master ¢ o Coord.
Res. M -ge. 4 VP
To: Regional Director, Northeast Region Asst Reg. ir -Co-Act
Fed’} Agency AsSis.
From: Superintendent NPS Studies
State Assistance

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part I, Administr
Historical, and Architectural Data, Building No.
Frame Barn

9
16, 0?

As requested by subject memorandum from Acting Regional Director
Palmer dated May 26, we submit herewith the original and two

Data in final assembly.

Exhibits Specialist (Restoration) Whittington, Supervisory

copies of the Administrative and Historical Data sections for the
) above report. Routing, title, and contents sheets have been pro-
vided for the report as a whole, to include the Architectural

Historian Levy, and the writer have reviewed the Architectural

Data section as prepared by Architect Souder, EODC, and it

has

our concurrence subject to comments thereon in the Administrative
Data. Except for a few comparatively minor incomsistencies with
the Historical Data, and as respects the need for additional roof-

ing and electrical repairs not noted therein, Mr. Souder's

recom-

mendations are in line with our own thinking. We congratulate
him for having produced such an excellent report, including the
drawings and photographs, in the short time which he had available

for that purpose.

We concur with the recommendation made by EODC, in their
memorandum to the Regional Director of May 19, that a Part

IT is

unnecessary with respect to this structure, and that the require-

ment therefor should be waived accordingly.

In duplicate
Enclosures
cc: Chief, EODC
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Urangse, Hew Jersey 07051

H30=RHA June 2, 196%
NER

Hemorandum
Tey s Regional Plrecter, Nertheast Region
From: Superintendent

Subject: Historie Structures Report, Part I, Administrative,
Historical, and Architectural Data, Building No. 16,
Frame Barn

As reguested by subject memorandum from Acting Reglonal Divector
Palmer dated May 26, we submit herewith the original and two
coples of the Administrative and Historical Data sections for the
above report. DRoubing, title, and contents sheets have been pro-
vided for the report as a wholey to ineclude the Architectural
Dats in finsl sssenbly.

Exhibite Specialist (Restoration) Whittington, Supervisory
Hintorien levy, end the writer have reviewed the Avebitechursl
Data segtion ss prepuved by Avehitest Sovder, BODO, snd 4% has
sur goncurrence swbiect bto comments thereen in the Administrative
Uata. Buxoept for a few comparatively minor insonsistencies wilth
the Histeordiceal Daba, and as respects the need for addibtionsl rool-
ing and elesotrical repalrs not noted therein, Mr. Souder's recowe
mendations are in line with our own thinking. ¥Ye congratulate
him for having produced such an excellent report, lseluding the
drawings and photopraphs, in the short time which he had svailable
for that purpogs.

Ye conowr with the rocommendation wmade by BOBC, iz their
remorandun o the Besgilonal Birector of May 19, thet s Part I is
vnnecasaary with respeet te this struelure, and thed the reguire-
ment therefor should be walved sceordingly.

ifﬁg}‘@s ) Meivin A %’l:‘;gg
Helvin J. Weig
Superintendent

in duplicate
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IN REPLY REFER TO:
H30-H
-

Memorandum

To: Regional Director, Northeast Region

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Eastern Office, Design and Construction
Philadelphia, Pa. - 19106

May 19, 1965

From: Chief Architect, EODC

(f

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part I, Architectural Data

Section, Barn at Glenmont,._Edis_g

Enclosed for distribution and review are three copies of the subject

report. A copy has been retained by this office.

We suggest that the Part II, Historic Structures Report be waived.
The Part I Report contains sufficient information for the proposed

restoration work.

Enclosure

ccC:

Assistant Director, Design and Comstruction

Superintendent, Edison

obert

Ll

Northeast e
Regio/n and
MAY g@) 1965 | P
Reg/f)irector
A Asst. tg RD (PA)
_bsSt_to RD (Dev. LY, 4

Resource Stud.es Adv.

Asst Reg. Dir. Adm.,

Fincrce & Prop.

Permr- pal

P crrams

fsst 0o Lur-Cpei.

lnter, Z VS

La~1° Yister

Mamtenance

=25t 1 Plu Conrd.

ker Jivles. % VP

Asst Reg Dir -Lo-ict

Fed’l Agency A58,

NPS <tudics

State 4ssistance
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' &131‘4{,: UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
" /62) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

™ PROJECT CONSTRUCTION PROPOSAL . 1965 F. Y. PROGRAM

‘1. Statement of requirements, proposed work and construgtion data, justification, ete. (Use additional sheets as necessary.) -
Rehabilitation of Frame Sarn, Bullding Nos 16+ One and' Lonath il
one-half story wood construction with slato roof over AN riniihed width shouldn 1 shoulder
portion and tar paper roof on shed sedtion, 1270 sq. ft.
Minor slate roofing repairas several years ago, exterior .
Painting done and several new doors fabricated in 1353, ell
with regular area maintenance funds, ' ,

urfacing or Pavin

Proposed work: Concrete foundation to be installed under . @ o
porticn now resting on ground; resinforce and repalr frasing, replacing all rotted
pills and other memberaj replace deteriorated siding, doors and windows, frames,

other trim, ete., as nesded; ropair existing conerste or stone foundatiosns where still

soundj perform major roofing repairs and replacement) and rehabilitate existing elee-
trical system to extent posszidle,

Justifieationt This structure is ona of the major outhuildings at the Glenmont Unit,
and durinz the historieal period of Tdison residence wae used ‘for cows, horses,

chickens, etes It should be restored and rehabflitated ia thet character as part of
the OQlemmont scone interpreted to the pudlic. Unless this major vork irs nccom;liﬂud

2. Land Status (/f Govt.-owned, what agency), Water Rights, Research, Efc.

\

;
4

Government-cwnod, Mational Park Serviee * ,,/
73 .
+“  3CP Data Propared by (Name, |4. Cross-reference PCP’s to this 6. CLASS_“ ESTIMATE [
L itle & Dote) Project: Rone Construction...ceesneenss $ 100100
Fo Lo Petrillo '0/2_2[6" Plans, Surveys, &
Architect ff.,':ﬂ'::': :?"7::? iouly Supervision.....cc...e... 1,480
‘ t‘ N@M Contingencles...ccceccees 62‘1
Molvin J. wWedi %Mg 5. ‘Construction by:
fuperintendent bo + SUB TOTAL 12,200
. Doy Labor 57 Contract 5 Exhibits, Audic-Visual ’
Work supervised by; installations, etc....... None
Park /X7 Res./ 7 Dealsn /X7 ' GRAND TOTAL |$ 12,200
7. DISTRIBUTION OF COP'&_‘ . Recommended by Fcrl( Om (Signature, title, date)
Nl -~ — —  To . : .. .(Sgd.) Melvin J. Weig'
R ’ ~ Felvin J. Welg, Superintindesnt Hay 284 1964
1 | Pirector - = ,
e 4 |9: Approved by Regional Office (Signature, sitle, date) -
2 | ideglonal Ubirector, d ,
| wzzo | o, (B8d) M, B, Christengan N
2 | Cnlef, EQIC ‘ ———— ARl G TT6S
- : . aefure, » o
2 bnpt. . Edison - 10. Reviewed Fy D&C Fleld Office (S gnature, Title, Date)
% No Mauro, Project Control Officer, EODC, 7/28/64
11. Loéoﬂon within Area or Termini Glenwont Vnitgw . .. |12. Master Pian No. 13. Bidg. er Rt. ¢ end Sec.
i - s ' £ iy ) O
:?r::::'st :asf gzx:cymklo Lane S W3 ':,,DI 3009C gun a 13@ No. 16,
#+~theaat Edieon National Hiztorie 3ite , R rame Sara
Q,,,f‘r"_'?"".;’_ | - e gsBB® . . — —
\V I 20 Rﬁhﬂbmutm ﬂf Frm ‘m"iﬂwl l’” ©pan ;xau N ( °u””, ‘7. PCP 'ndé:ig.
" Bullding Mo« 16 - R Row Jersey =
- N v B . .. Linp ! qugearuda IB. P- So & S. by
_ L (Srate) . BPR / />  NPS E

N

i
¢



/

q;

CLASS /7 (A) - Estimate based on working drawings T ts, ‘L o N =
‘CLASS (B) - Estimate bosed on preliminary plans G S - o
o CLASS E {C) - Estimate based on similar factlities in other patks L
“._ . ESTIMATE _ \ _
[ ' Item B 1 Quantity Cost
7 : ¥
Foundation repaire, and jaoking up portion of | = :
gtroeturs ond pouring ney foundation where nong
' presently exists OIS ol T 41,8000
Feaminz reinforeiny and ropales = - e m omA LROTTRE B P T 2e500
dood trim, windows, doors, an® siding reraira 1,000
Major roefing repmira and replscedent S ‘ . 3,500 - -
1,300

Nehabilitation of exiating olectMl.;systenw R A B

SO R B X L T

N

Bt gl s Cads T ek 139

T
ekl

et 3poang (e Qe At -uRUea BP0y sawach) Ay 418p2! pareancy® Ede

NOTE1 GComstructicn estimate pre ared by Fode ol "ty T -
o Petrilloy Architéot, WERC, after }ate‘q\‘,n,”r_:u 5 x
 om MBI e e
oo e T LS w g et PA B TS R GGl T LA G e L IO I .
ustifieation -(continued)s: ‘soony vepaisi later o R A -
w:n e more costly om gceggggngghg@mcing deterdora. oo e o | O - -
gdote - T T — [ Exjfplact wediz pocray % .
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o EXPLANATORY NOTE o

] THIS MAP SHOWS HISTORIC AND OTHER BUILDINGS OR PHYSICAL
FEATURES, WITHIN BOTH PRESENT AND PROPOSED SITE BOUNDARIES,

WHICH ON THE BASIS OF KNOWN EVIDENCE WERE IN EXISTENCE AT

THE TIME OF THOMAS ALVA EDISON'S DEATH ON OCTOBER 18, 1931,
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