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UNITED STATES 1916
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ci 1966
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Edison National Historic Site

Box 126

Orange New Jersey 07051

1130 December 1966

Memorandum

To Regional Director Northeast Region

From Superintendent Edison

Subject Historic Structures Report Part Administrative
Historical and Architectural Data Sections Black

Maria Building No 13

Enclosed are the original and two copies of the Administrative

and Historical Data sections for the subject report Routing
title and contents sheets have been provided for the report as

whole to include the Architectural Data in final assembly
though we are not sure about the currently correct format for the

routing sheet

Just week or so ago when discussing this report by telephone
with Mr Golub he indicated that the Architectural Data had been

prepared but check of our records indicated that no copy
thereof was ever received in this office We therefore requested
Mr Golub to send us machine copy which he promptly did This

copy will be bound in with the Edison file copy of the Administra
tive and Historical Data but copies will have to be added to the
material being transmitted herewith

There has been considerable delay in readying the Historical Data
but as you will observe from Supervisory Museum Curator Speidens
submission the task was highly complicated one We commend
him for both the thoroughness and the general excellence of his
work in this respect

In duplicate

IN REPLY RErER TO

Enclosures
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Northeast

UNITED STATES
Region

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR1 APR 23

Sufficient time is required after the approval to have the work

under contract and/or day labor forces under schedule before the

end of the Fiscal Year in order to obligate the project funds

In several cases the working drawings and specifications have been

completed but cannot be released for review until approval of the

reports are granted

We find that the following Historic Structures Reports are still

awaiting processing in your office

Part

ptr cj- A-vu

Sagamore Hill Part ii Portio aeper4 submitted

August l9611 ..A.t k- v/i-b CrZ%S
WsO 6ft/tflA0o

ji CXv0t- .C

-e

IN REPLY REFER TO

mit

no

Date1965

Psst

Rren dv

Asst Per h.drn

Finacce Prop

Persotinet

Prorranis

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Eastern Office Desin and Constructic

Phiiadelpaia Pa 19106

1130-H
Apri 23 1965

Memorandum

To Regional Director Northcast Region

From Chief Architect EODC

Subject Historic Structures Reports

jK Asst cc jr -lIner

kr VS

tJ tV/amer

aijtcfl ice

CooS

kc I. ug VP

Asst Reg Dir-Co-Act

Fedl Agency 455j5

tIPS Studies

State Assistance

In order that restoration and rehabilitation projects for Fiqcal
Year .965 may be started and the funds obligated prior to June30
it is necessary to have the Historic Structures Reports processed

11 Edison Wood Storage Building
to your office August 17 19611.

Trc

Edison Storage Vault
submitted August 25 19611.

4t7t 5C

subm7ted-a 3-k4-
e-4c.4

tted



-1

Fort Necessity Mount .riintcii Tavern Parts and

II submitted February 19C5 and iarch 1955

respectiveJy

Gettysburg Meades IIciucrt Ir.ft and II sub dk
mitted April 19 1965 an Apr respectively

In order to expedite the above protects rc would appreciate prompt
approval of the reports

cc
Assistant Director Design and Construction

Superintendent Edison

Superintendent Fort Necessity

Superintendent Gettysburg

Superintendent New York City UPS Group
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November 23 196k

HER

Memorandum

To Ret Lentil ixoctqr NottSnnt Ro1 cit

From Superintendent Edison

Subjecti Historic Structures Reports

your subjeciThe following information is submitted in response to

memorandum of November

Retiort Present Status

Part TI Portion the Some new information hs come to

Conservatory Olenmont liçht about the trFLnon Home conntruo
tion anti repaIrs which entails more

writing then was origintily nnticipatoct
The Superintendent is personally work-

ing on this with 1a much expedition
as possible We hope to have the

Historical and Administrative Data

ready within three or four weeks

Part Pump House 17 Historical Data is ready in draft and

Glenmont is now in review We hope to have

this in final form with Administrative

Data in the next week or two

Part Hose Houe 18 Same information as for the Pump House
Glenmont above

Part Black Naria l3 Supervisory Museum Curator Speiden has

been working fairly steadily on this
especi.nlly to determine the site of

the orilnst1 huItdin with rnnoonnbl.o

exactness from old photogrntho and

plant He s-trill has to prepare the

Historical Data text however
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LJtoza30 Vautt 48
Work sthrtod hut net very Nr tion
Mi yet

We realise that theae ieports are overdue tnd fully undertund
the urgency involved very effort is being made to get them in

as quickly as possible consistent with other equally important

duties and responsibilities some of which also have deadlines
We are trying very hard to submit all the listed reports before
Christmas except those for Buildings IIos 13 and which it-is

hoped may be forthcoming in January

In duplicate
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Memorandum

Regional Director Northeast Region

Chief Architect EODC

Historic Structures Report Architectural Da c-S

Part Black Maria Edison

Enclosed for your review and distribution are three coies

subject report wl4ch was recommended by Acting Chief Eugene

DeSilets this date copy has been retained by this office

ert Smith

By ______
Donald Benson Acting

Enclosure

cc
Assistant Director Design and ConstructiBn

Superintendent Edison

IN REPLY REFER TO

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Eastern Office Design and .Construction

Philadelphia Pa 19106

August 19611

Northeast

Region

AUG 25 1964
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Architect
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United States Department of the Interior National Park Service

Eastern Office Design and Construction

Division of Architecture
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i.

FOREWORD

The Black Maria is the name given to the first

motion picture studio The present Black Maria replica

of the Edison structure was erected in 19513 near the main

street front of the Edison Laboratories The original

building situated in the middle of the laboratory complex

was begun in DecenIber 1892 and the first movie was started

there on February 1893

It is unlike any other building It does not belong

to an architectural period or order The studio as designed

by Edison was purely functional and no effort was made to

dress it up

The Black Maria derived its name from the black

tar paper which covered the walls and roof It was unique

in that it pivoted to follow the sun which was the strongest

light available at that time for the making of motion pictures

roof section was arranged on system of pufleys which

opened to ifluminate the interior

The present Black Maria functions as theater

for showing Edisons life and early films to tour groups

visiting the Park

Deterioration of the sheathing is evident Repairs



to the building are indicated

Acknowledgement is given for the cooperation of

Superintendent Weig end the Park staff and of Exhibits

Specialist Gordie Whittington

Norman Bowler

Architect

August 196k



II EXISTING CONDITIONS -o $XTERIOR

General Description

The Black Maria is one story frame structure

balanced on pivot to permit it to be turned to follow the

sun The extreme corners of the building are fitted with

iron dolly wheels which run on circular wood plank track

The central pivot is constructed of steel and concrete

Walls and Roof

The walls are constructed of diagonal sheathing

covered with black roofing paper The paper was applied

with roofing nails and metal caps The roof is similarly

constructed

The long slope of the roof opposite the stage end

of the building is constructed as huge door which opens

and closes by system of exposed weights and pulleys In

the present use of the building the large roof door has been

fixed in the closed position

Doors

The doors on either side of the building are sliding

doors covered on the exterior with the same black roofing

paper as the walls and roof

The smaller door to the Black Maria is board

and batten type



Steps

The steps to each of the three doors are simple plank

treads on plank carriages The original steps had to be re

movable in order to allow the building to rotate on the track

Windows

The only two windows in the building are single small

three light top hinged sash on opposite sides of the flat

roof wing of the building

Smoke Stack

slender tin smoke pipe extends out of the side wall

of the building and extends above the roof at an angle

The original building was heated by stove The

present heating system is series of electric heaters located

on the underside of the roof

Track

The large circular track on which the building was

turned is three planks wide and laid in short sections on

plank ties to form the circle



ILLUSTRATION NO

The replica of the original Black

Maria the worlds first motion picture studio

Note the wood plank tracks upon which this

unusual building turned The original siding

was black tar paper applied as shown in the

photograph

Photo Unknown

Copy Neg No EODC 14863




