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 STATUS OF HISTORIC STRUCTURES REPORT

l Tor k‘k~
. e

"BLACK MARIAY #13
STRUCTURE/BUILDING #

CLASS
MASTER PLAN

kcp S Pt
7 Bo

PROGRAMMED /% f .7 7

§Eg TONS:
- “Admin. //
v Called for _8/27/64 ' uly/ay 3
Due Tﬁ?ii?ﬁﬁ 4ﬂ
: Rec'd Fh g

His. f
Called for _8/27/64 ’i/Y/PY?aé,
Due 10712764
Rec'd
Architecture
Called for
Due
Rec'd

Called for
Due
Rec'd

Called for
Due
Rec'd

Park
EODC
Region
WASO

REVIEWED
Park
EODC
Region f 2. o
WASO

Region L2/ (e

WASO
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i
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Newor andine pDEC 13 1966
¥roms Ragional Pirectes; Northesst Regiom

Subjeett Wistevis Structures Bepesy, Part a0k
s “,g’?"’t" I Blask Mmpix, Rdison

Facioned in ome Sopy of the subject repixt, somsisting of the
Adednistrative, ¥iscerisal snd Avehiteutural Dats Ssctiona,

¥a vecommend thet 1t ba appreved.

yemuel A- gerris®

M&W
Enilosure

cc:

Chief, D&C, PSC
Supt., Edison
General

Daily

Area

mrw 12/12/66



REVIEW SHEET X

Historic Structures Report - Part I (Admin., Historical and Arch. Data Sections)

BLACK MARTA - Edison NHS

Ogerations

OPERATIONS

M %-,Lpterp.&VS
._igt..é'.aVP -

A //7MM/@ZM%W~U e an

3;%

| b;cfefary LA &, , ;Z:;‘:7 /.ya;;zsz trndlpr /M/Wj ; 7
Lt 0 Mecommerd gl A e ofifpoved omd Zal 14 “

féﬂfmfﬂ"w,k i d MM%W
Il e,

Programs

M/< %/ "
A
1275

Last -~ Dr. Nelligan

/éaM Vi ks
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DEC 6 1360
K
RER
Hoemerandum

From: Reglonal Divector, Nertheast Eegisn

Subject: Historie Styuctures Xeperk, Part I, Adwinistrative,
Historical, and Architestural Data Sectiouns, Blsck
Maria, Bullding Wo. 13

Enclosed iz a copy of Che Administrative awd Ristorical Date

ssctions of the subject vepont, forwarded to us by Supsrintendsnt

Melvin J. ’ﬂti‘ on MW 15 1966,

.i;luol A. Garrison

Lemuel A, Qarriseon

cos

ww = 3 “m
General

Daily

Area

mrw 12/5/66



, e Q%
UNITED STATES 5 1916 %
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 2 ———— B
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE %\%1966&"

AWyt

Edison National Historic Site

IN REPLY REFER TO: P. 0. Box 126
Orange, New Jersey 07051
H30 December 1, 1966
Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Northeast Region :
From: Superintendent, Edison

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part I, Administrative,
Historical, and Architectural Data Sections, Black
Maria, Building No. 13

Enclosed are the original and two copies of the Administrative
and Historical Data sections for the subject report. Routing,
title, and contents sheets have been provided for the report as a
whole, to include the Architectural Data in final assembly,
though we are not sure about the currently correct format for the
routing sheet.

Just a week or so ago, when discussing this report by telephone
with Mr. Golub, he indicated that the Architectural Data had been
prepared, but a check of our records indicated that no copy
thereof was ever received in this office. We therefore requested
Mr. Golub to send us a machine copy, which he promptly did. This
copy will be bound in with the Edison file copy of the Administra-
tive and Historical Data, but copies will have to be added to the
material being transmitted herewith.

There has been considerable delay in readying the Historical Data,
but as you will observe from Supervisory Museum Curator Speiden's
submission, the task was a highly complicated one. We commend
him for both the thoroughness and the general excellence of his
work in this respect.

Melv1n

In duplicate

Enclosures
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MAY 6 1965

HI0-I0A

Heoraendus
Tot Chief, EODC
From: Begional Director, Northesst Regioun

Subjects Status of Historie Stwnctures Seporis, Mﬂm
Structures

In vesponse to Chiaef Architect Rebert Smith's moworandum of mn
- 23, 1968, belew is the status of tha soveral Ristoxie mmmn
Reporte sbout which he laguirei:

Ju

Report pot vecommandad lor approval. sm‘) memos i,
Regional Director to Supsrintesdant, Hamrch 22, 1965.

Admintstrative and Hiatorical Seotioos baing prepared
by Park (See memorenduss Reglonal Diroctor te Supere
tatendent 8/27/64 mwd 11/4F04) .

mall Storage Vaule xmmf. By Pt X
Arcmmmmi Deta Gection en mgim 8726764,

Admintatrative and #latoricel 8mt~mw being prepared
by Park (Ses mesorenduns Hegloval Divectar te ﬁnpuin—
gendant 8/31/66 and 11/4/64). ,

OM mzwwwﬂmﬂﬂfﬁ -
e mnasg’gmwaﬂmtmem*

*

sxchitectural Dats Section ou hewd in Reglon 8/25/64;




£

" MHNelliga
Generaly#

' aise sre all copies of the Part 1l Architectuvrsl Date Section. Floase 1
remove the “approval® sheet and resubsit the Szetiom to ehis office a8

tily
‘ea

; Superintendent, Bdison

S. Forg Begessity - Yount vashington Tewarn

Part I. Recommundstion to WASO dsferred fm ovdex to
reconcile recommondationg in Axchitectural
section as o location of offices with thoss
of Bupuristendunt, with resultsot vevised
- Adainigstrative Data Soctiom, copy esclosed

SRS I X SRR B LA gl t:“

Paxt 3 « Approved by WASO 4/11/62

Part 31 » Architectersl Date Suction on hand is Reglon - T

(4/23/65); returned enclosed fox vavieion amd .
et el | T

Mmiaistretive, Historical, Huseus snd Exe'

bibition Duta Sections bolag prepared in

Pazk (womorendum Begiensl Chief, Progras
Courdination to Supuristendsat &/17/64)

Inssmuch as the Bistoric Btructures Baport, Part I, for the Meade's

. Hesdyuerters building is wnnccessery, ail copies of the Architectural "

Dats Seckion sre retursed enclesed. As mantioned above, enclosed

suggested im our mesorsadim of Decenber 9, 1963, We will then followe
wmmmmwmzummmmemmmm { ‘

Suparintendent, Gettysbary IR e

 Mr. Whitcraft




IN REPLY REFER TO:

D e Y L R N e W v e T S R maantn gt LS FTR- 4 e CTIPLNINGL- SN S TN B -~ WS e T

o Northeast o
- . Region and
. - UNITED STATES APR 23 1955 Pate
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR %/ ;
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE L, "/’;;’:"ffﬁ Lt il
Eastern Office, Desizn end Constructidm ¥ e o . rrev. Ui/ '5Vz3.
Philadelpiia, Pa. - 19106 1 Resont - s Adv.
i[30- N . Asst Pee, {4, fdm.
130-H Apri: 23, 19065 Finarce & Prop.
Persaninel
. Proprams
7 1 Asst Scs tir -Oper.
! It tet, & VS
. ta~d % Water
Memorandum ¥ =aiacnzace
I thz50 1 4 ton Coord. \
To: Regional Director, Hortheast Region Kes, §. . ag2. & VP
. B { Asst Reg Gir.-Co-Act -
" From: Chief Architect, EODC .|  Fed'l Agency fssis.
| NPS Studies
Subject: Hisbtoric Structures Reports é‘:— State Assistance

In order that restoration and rehsbilitation projects for Fis.cal
Year 1965 may be started and the funds obligated prior to June 30,
it is necessary to have the Historic Structures Reports processed.

Sufficient time is required after the approval to have, the work
under contract and/or day labor forces under schedule before the
end of the Fiscal Year in order to obligate the project funds.

.In several cases the working drawin(,s' and specifications have been
completed, but cannot be released for review until approval of the
reports are granted

We find that the following Historic Structures Reports are still .
awaiting processing in your office: -

ekl P
,/ 1. Edison - Wood Storage Building - Pary T -Reper% sub ted
to your office August 17, 196k, ll//é.f

J 8 .( -
Aveld %Cfsor@«? afﬂ ,(

Edn.son - Blac 1a - Part I Repoﬂ‘:, sz‘fgﬁltted Augus fﬁ?q.//\;/g/
()
L v o/ Siaiad

3. REdison - Storage Vault, Building # 8 - Part’'I Repoft b,
\/ submitted August 25, l96’+ Wﬂc }a-Zt/v—G- ‘
4 prI :/ ‘(Port -Rep;-r-"eftr sﬁ‘ tted
. Sagamore Hill = Part II ortion submitte
hugust 7, 19645 Juof, zf MM Sk Cotdrat—
whsd (1 es

i 7.

o ey Dot~ L conpbZy




-~

2 -
]
- ¥
\,(' . »
x
. ]
¢ - . . . ”JJ J ddore. Gee
5. PFort Necessity - lMount 1%u:¢n “ton Tevern, Parts I gnd
II, submitted Pebrual‘ 2. L80Y ond biorch 9, 1955 gbz;@; b Al

respectively. }
/ t
// 5. Gettysburg - Meade's Hco¢ movers: . Invis I end IT, sub- 0Q4; ﬂ?“‘“
' mitted April 19, 1965 cn¢ Apr 7, 1,.y respectively. LA1bLmé;ZEEv ,
: 4 :

In order to expedite the above piojects v would appreciate prompu . {
approval of the reports.

Robert B. Smlth

ce: S v
Assistant Director, Design and Congtruction ' .
Superintendent, Edison . ' !
Superintendent, Fort Necessity

Superintendent, Gettysburg ’ .

Superintendent, New York City IIPS Group .




LAY

4
Tidiszon
IN REPLY REFER TO: '

"Oran
_HBQ=RHA___ .
“NER |
h .;
Momerandum "
o2 RarLanul Dircct
E . FrSm: ouperlntendent
 Subject:

memorandum of November b

_ Part J1 (Pertion), the
Conaervatory, "“lﬁnmont"

"Glenmont™

Part I, Hose House (#18)
"ulenmont"

AN

NATIONAL PARK BLRV!CE

;Hlstorlc btructures Renorts

The folloxlng 1nformat10n is subm1tted in’ resnonse to your subject

Part I, Pump House (#17),

Part I, Black Maria; (#13)

- Northeast
- UNITED STATES | Region
- DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR | NOV 24 1964

Initia} .

and
Dhte

Hol, Ditecior

Asat, 0 B0 1PR)

Naﬂmmlfhmmdc}Me ’PNIM@WWU

P. 0. Box 126

gL
¢ [ eeriey ¢

Asst "o Pir. Frim.

ge, New Jersey 0'7051;T

i I‘dv .

Fingscs & Prop

Personnal |

November 23, 1964

Programs

Asst, Reg, Dir-Cper.

Intrep, VS

N . N tand X \mt(‘[
E ) M"nulm\nl\m

- Al

l‘ns*ixr !'! " “"tmm

ar, NOﬁth@ﬁat &am%on N AN

Asst Rep Dir -Bo.fot

Fﬂlson Fed'i Agency ss's.

o st 7

“ NP$ Studics

State Assistance .

R

.

" Present Status o

Some new information haa come to |
ldght about the Edison Home construa- -
-tion and repairs which entalls mare
JWrdting than was origin%llv anticipated.

The Superintendent is personally work-

ing on this with ,as much expedition

as possible. We hope to have the

Historical and Administrative Data

ready within three or four weeks.

.

Historical Data is ready in draft and
is now ip review. We hope to have .
this in final form with Administrative
Data in the next week or two.

Same information as for the Pump—Hou e
above.

'bupervlsory Museum Curator Speiden has
heen working fairly steadily on this,

eupecially to determine the site of
the oviginal bullding, with reasonable
exactnenn, fLrom old photographe and
plans, He still has to prepare fhe
Historical Data text, however.

“ e idea s



s il e

1

v

bt T, Conerete (Small York startod bubt not very far wlong
dtopage) Vault (“6) » ﬁaa yeb. ' T

We realize that theae renorts are overdue qnd fully under&tand
the urgency involved. BHvery effort is being made to get them in

as quickly as possible consistent with other equally important .’
duties and respongsibilities, some of which also have deadlines.,

Ye are trying very hard to submit all the listed reports before

Christmas except those for Buildings Nos. 13 and 8, which it .is.
hoped may be forthcomlnm in January. - :

-'Q::zj}uﬁ601mu.“

t

In duplicate

Melvin J.
Superinte

RIS
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TR AUG 27 1964 | W

Subject: mmm Paxt 1, Avchlrestural
mmmw,m&

‘mmmmﬁzﬁt&w&aﬁmmmmmrﬁa
forward thise coplss be this offica Wy Gctwhes 12, 1964.

(S2d.) Ronaid F, Les

e lossre

Pel
hiaf, ROBG

GMFraney
General
Daily
Area
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

Asst. Reg. Cir.-Oper.
Memorandum ntorp. 2 VS
. . . Land & Woter
To: Regional Director, Northeast Region proemn
a:hienarce
-~ ‘ . . Besl « fin Qoord,
From:. Chief Architect, EODC Res T%. cge. - vP
. . . . Asst Reg Pir -Codct
Subject: Historic Structures Report, Architectural DaffaS ey Tevs,
Part I, "Black Maria", Edison =
—— ‘;‘_‘1}'5 . ‘
‘ . . . . . S'L{mikss;aunc*:
Enclosed for your review and distribution are three copies—of—the |

subjéct report which was recommended by Acting Chief Eugene R.

DeSilets this date. A copy has been retained by this office.

Enclosure

cc:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Eastern Office, Design and .Construction
Philadelphia, Pa. - 19106

August 24, 1964

Northeast

Region Ii?
AUG 25 1964 |Dwe
Reg, Director

st to R (FA)

Fsst. 1o [ (Dev. 1) 4

Resourse Stud cs Adv.

Asst Reg. Dir, fdm.

Finance & Prop.

Personne!

Prorrams

ert E. Smith

By:

Assistant Director, Design and Constructidn
Superintendent, Edison

Donald F. Benson, Acting

'

24
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N.R. SPEIDEN SEPT, 29, 1952.

"BLACK MARIA"
Approximate dimensions and proportions of
the first motion picture studio as projected

from photographs of the original building
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N. R. SPEIDEN SEPT. 29, 1952

"BLACK MARIAY™
Approximate dimensions and proportions of

the first motion picture studio as projected

from photographs of the

original building
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Edison Laboratory and Works of the National Phonograph Co., Orange, N J.




\N\A\\\\\‘\\.,{W% | \Q&W Ne., /o



r«

.
. 5; .
o
.

.

.

w
.

.

i

-

i

o
i

. L

§ D .

i 5@1\:
.

\
i
-
e i i
i
WV’%\M .




LOCATION OF THE ORIGINAL
BLACK MARIA

From the earliest known photograph
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I. FOREWORD
The "Black Maria™ is the name given to the first

motion picture studio. The present "Black Maria," a replica
of the Edison structure was erected in 1954 near the main
street front of the Edison Laboratories. The original
building, situated in the middle of the laboratory complex,
was begun in December 1892 and the first movie was started
there on February 1, 1893.

It is unlike any other building. It does not belong
to an architectural periocd or order. The studio as designed
by Edison was purely functional and no effort was made to
dress it up.

The "Black Maria" derived its name from the black
tar paper which covered the walls and roof. It was unique
in that it pivoted to follow the sun, which was the strongest
light available at that time for the making of motion pictures.
A roof section was arranged on a system of pulleys which
opened to illuminate the interior.

The present "Black Maria" functions as a theater
for showing Edison's life and early films to tour groups
visiting the Park.

Deterioration of the sheathing is evident. Repairs



ii.
to the building are indicated.
Acknowledgement is given for the cooperation of
Superintendent Weig and the Park staff and of Exhibits

Specialist CGordie Whittington.

Norman M. Souder
Architect
August 1964



II. EXISTING CONDITIONS -« EXTERIOR

A. General Description

The "Black Maria" is & one story frame structure,
balanced on a pivot to permit it to be turned to follow the
sun. The extreme corners of the building are fitted with
iron dolly wheels which run on a circular wood plank track.
The central pivot is constructed of steel and concrete.

B. Wealls and Roof

The walls are constructed of diagonal sheathing,
covered with black roofing paper. The paper was applied
with roofing nails and metal caps. The roof is similarly
constructed.

The long slope of the roof, opposite the stage end
of the building, is constructed as a huge door which opens
and closes by a system of exposed weights and pulleys. In
the present use of the building the large roof door has been
fixed in the closed position.

c. Doors

The doors on either side of the building are sliding“
doors, covered on the exterior with the same black roofing
paper as the walls and roof.

The smaller door to the "Black Maria" is a board

and batten type.



D. Steps
The steps to each of the three doors are simple plank

treads on plank carriages. The original steps had to be re-
movable in order to allow the building to rotate on the track.
E. Windows

The only two windows in the building are single small
three light, top hinged sash, on opposite sides of the flat
roof wing of the building.

F. Smoke Stack

A slender tin smoke pipe extends out of the side wall
of the building and extends above the roof at an angle.

The original building was heated by a stove. The
present heating system is a series of electric heaters located
on the underside of the roof.

G. Irack
The large circular treck on which the building was

turned is three planks wide and laid in short sections on

plank ties to form the circle.




ILLUSTRATION NO. 1

The replica of the original "Black
Maria," the world's first motion picture studio.
Note the wood plank tracks upon which this
unusual building turned. The original siding
was black tar paper applied as shown in the

photogreph.

Photo: Unknown

Copy Neg. No. EODC 4863
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