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Physical History & Analysm

Building 103



HISTORICAL DATA

Completed in 1931, the planned construction of the Garage (No. 103) represents the general
transition from buildings constructed totally of log to those utilizing a combination of
exterior, log framing members, and board and batten sheathing that took place at park
headquarters between 1929 and the early 1930s. Slightly larger and more sophisticated yet
resembling the early patrol cabins built in the interior of the park, the majority of
structures erected at headquarters between 1925 and 1929 were totally of log with dimensional
lunber used only for roofing‘.1 Even in 1928, when the park received its first
landscape-architect-designed plans for construction of the Warehouse (No. 101) the National
Park Service, Division of Plans and Design continued this all-log tradition which captured the
essential elements of rustic style architecture.2

Landscape architects of the Garage fully intended to continue the tradition of all-log
buildings at park headquarters. Insufficient funding, however, interfered. In January 1931,
Superintendent Liek wrote in a monthly report to the Director:

The amount appropriated for the construction of the Garage and Machine Shop was
found to be insufficient to build same, and request has been made to the Field
Headquarters relative to changing the plans to a log-frame building instead of a
solid log structure, as the present plans call for. Also request was made to change
the doors around so that the work of parking the cars inside would be sinplified.3

In the spring of 1931, the landscape division in San Francisco produced new plans depicting a
one-story, frame building with log rafters and log and plank exterior walls.4 By April park

rangers were busily employed "getting out the logs that will be used in the construction [of]



the new garage". According to the superintendent, "timber was available close to headquarters
and no difficulty was experienced in getting suitable dimensions".5 In May, actual
construction of the Garage began with rangers plus two laborers working on the project. At
month's end, the work force completed the log frame and foundation and the 25 feet by 41 feet
2 inches, building was ready to receive the roof and sheathing.6 One month later the Garage

was completed and the road leading to the new building was resurfaced and graveled.7

Well into the 1940s the log and plank building in the headquarters utility area retained its
original function as a garage.8 By 1950, however, the building had been assigned a new use as
an equipment storage shed yet its exterior appearance remained remarkably unchanged from the
original. The salt box sloping roof retained its board and tar paper sheathing, the exterior
walls remained unpainted, and the original configuration of multi-light casement windows and
wood, double-leaf garage doors across the south elevation opening into four vehicle stalls was

unchanged.9 Two years later general repairs were made and the doors repaired.10

The exterior of the Garage received its first significant alteration between the mid-1950s and
mid-1960s: four double-leaf vehicle doors on the south elevation were replaced with board and
batten infill. By 1966, a single vehicle door opened into the building on the east and west
ends.11 In 1978, both interior and exterior modifications occurred. That year the road shop
moved to another building and the garage was turned over to the west district ranger. Vehicle
stalls in the east side of the building were converted to office space. That same year a new

shake roof was installed.12

The building received a major rehabilitation in 1984-85 including; new electrical and

mechanical systems, upgrading of insulation, and bringing fire separation to code.
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Building No.103

1. Historic photo file, Archives, Denali National Park and Preserve.
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Historic Photographs



Built in 1931, the Garage is one of three buildings still standing at headquarters that is
‘of exterior vertical and diagonal log ‘frame with interior vertical board and batten
sheathing. In 1950, the Garage appears little altered. '

Date: March 1950 Photographer: George Peters

Courtesy Denali National Park and Preserve






ARCHITECTURAL DATA

A. Existing Conditions and Significant Features

1. Structural

Building 103 is a log frame, post and beam, structure. Vertical board and batten sheathing is
applied over diagonal, log bracing, facing the inside of the structure. The structure appears
to be sitting on concrete, spread footings but there would have to be excavation to ascertain
this. There is a concrete slab floor. The roof is log rafters and purlins with wood plank
sheathing.

2. Roof

The roof is covered with wood shakes. The fascia and eaves have been closed in with plywood
and battens.

3. Windows

The windows in Building 103 are fixed-sash, wood-framed, windows with six lights each. These

windows are significant architectural features.
4. Doors

Historically there were large, wood-plank, garage doors on the south elevation. These doors



were replaced with the present configuration of board and batten infill with windows. All
other doors have been replaced with modern doors and hardware.

5. Floor Plans

The floor plan of Building 103 historically was a garage entered on the south elevation.
Today the floor plan has been considerably modified with a single garage entrance on the west
elevation making the western half of the structure vehicle storage. The eastern portion of
the building is used for offices and storage.

6. Interior and Exterior Walls and Interior Ceilings

The exterior walls consist of the exposed log structure and vertical board and battens painted
NPS brown. Interior walls and ceilings are.sheathed with painted sheetrock.

7. Floors

Floors are concrete slab with an insulated wood floor constructed on top in the office area.

8. Mechanical and Electrical

A great amount of updating has been accomplished inside Building 103 but without destructive
investigation, it is impossible to know the extent over the years.



B. Findings

In general, Building 103 appears to be in good condition and has been updated within the last
several years to meet fire codes. There does not appear to be any differential settlement but
the grade and pavement is up against the sill logs. This creates problems with the storm
drainage around Building 103 causing water to drain into the structure and down a sewer line

in the garage.

C. Recommended Treatments

A swale needs to be created around this structure so that water drains away fram the exterior
walls. The configuration and condition of the foundation should be verified when the swale is

installed.

D. Alternative Treatments

a. NONE

E. Evaluation of Effect of Recammended Treatment

1 Discussion

The following determination of effect of the recommended treatments is made in accordance with
section 800.4 (b) of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation regulations, "Protection of

Historic and Cultural Properties". The council's criteria reads as follows:



A federal, federally assisted, or federally licensed undertaking shall be considered
to have an effect on a National Register property eligible for inclusion in the
National Register (districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects, including
their settings) when any condition of the undertaking causes or may cause any
change, beneficial or adverse, in the quality of the historical, architectural,
archeological, or cultural character that qualifies the property under the National

Register Criteria.

Building 103, as explained earlier in this report is currently being nominated to the National

Register of Historic Places. The architectural and historical qualities described in the

National Register Nomination are briefly outlined in the following statements to be used in

applying the criteria of effect.

a‘

"Architecturally, the design, construction materials, and siting of Buildings in the
Headquarters are good representative examples of the National Park Service philosophy of

rustic style architecture during its zenith and last expression".

"The Headquarters District possesses integrity of location, design, workmanship, and
feeling of association. Of the eighteen buildings in the district, only four are
noncontributing resources. Fourteen buildings contribute to the sense of time and place
of the Headquarters District".



F. Determination of Effect

1. No Effect

Recammended treatments having no effect on the qualities of Building 103 that qualify it as a
contributing element of the Mount McKinley Naticnal Park Headquarters District are as follows:

a. There are no "No Effect" treatments anticipated.

2. No Adverse Effect

Recommended treatments that are considered as having an overall beneficial effect on Building

103 are as follows:

a. Installation of swale around the structure for stormer drainage.

3. Adverse Effect

Recommended treatments that are considered as having an adverse effect on the qualities of
Building 103 that qualify it as a contributing element of the Mount McKinley National Park

Headquarters District are as follows:

a. No adverse effect is anticipated from treatments recommended in this report.



G. Recommendations for Further Study

It is recommended that design work for the swale be programmed as soon as possible. A

Historic Preservation Guide should be prepared to give the park guidelines in the maintenance

of this structure.

H. Material Take-Off and Preliminary Cost Estimates

Division Number

Division Title Unit Cost

Site Work
Removal of material  $40/cu.yd.

Resurfacing with
asphalt (lurp sum)

10

Unit Total Cost Total
10 yards $400
$1,500

TOTAL $1,900



Existing Conditions Photographs



Photographs of Building 103

Photo 1
West elevation.
Photographer: Dave Snow May 1985

Photo 2
Southwest corner at eaves.
Photographer: Dave Snow May 1985






Photo 3
South elevation.

Photographer: Dave Snow May 1985

Photo 4
East elevation.

Photographer: Dave Snow May 1985
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Photo 5
North elevation from west end.

Photographer: Dave Snow May 1985

Photo 6
Windows at north elevation.

Photographer: Dave Snow May 1985






