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Preface 
This document is a direct spin-off from the Mt. McKinley Park Headquarters Design Guidelines 

and the Mt. Mckinley Park Headquarters National Register of Historic Places nomination form. 

It is a more indepth analysis of fifteen significant rustic style structures, located in 

Denali National Park and Preserve. All of the structures have been lumped together in the 

three volume report format because of their obvious proximity and architectural similarities. 

A report of this magnitude is somewhat beyond our limited staff and fiscal resources but it 

has managed to come together into what we hope is a useful, graphic format. Gail Evans was 

hired in a temporary position and compiled the majority of the history data, but was unable to 

complete the project because of a lack of funds. Her national register nomination and Dave 

Snow's architectural guidelines along with this report cover all compliance and historic 

research aspects of these particular buildings and their associated sites. 

D. S. 

R. L. S. 
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Introduction 
This report has been prepared to assist the Park Superintendent and his staff in further 

planning and development in the Denali National Park and Headquarters Area. Futhermore, this 

report is mandated by National Park Service 28 to comply with the National Historic 

Preservation Act (NHPA) 1966 as amended 1980, section 106. All recommended treatments in this 

report have been evaluated and a determination of effect made in accordance with section 

800.4(b) of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation regulations, "Protection of Historic 

and Cultural Properties". 

There is little doubt that rehabilitation will be required in the Headquarters District. All 

of the buildings are heavily impacted by Park use. This report addresses all of the immediate 

and long range needs of these existing structures, as well as, Wonder Lake Ranger Station. 

There is considerable potential for fire in many of the structures from outdated mechanical, 

electrical and nonfire resistant architectural materials. Rehabilitation of two of the 

historic structures (101 and 102) has already been undertaken. 

Due to the increasing need for space in the Headquarters area it is recommended that new 

structures be programmed. These structures should meet the criteria set forth in the Mt. 

McKinley Park Headquarters Historic District Design Guidelines. It is not appropriate to add 

major additions to historic structures but there is ample guidance available in the afore 

mentioned design guidelines. Compatible design that blends with the natural and historic 

scene is the recommended solution to the space problem. This does not mean that the existing 

historic structures should not be rehabilitated; they are park resources. A plan that 

combines new construction and historic building rehabilitation would seem the most practical. 
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The Wonder Lake Ranger Station is presented in this report with sound reconmendations and the 

required documentation. This should allow management to make a clear and final decision about 

the structure's future. 

The Headquarters Building (21) and Sign Storage Building (106) are in very poor structural 

condition and will require inmediate progranming attention. This report will recorrmend the 

best solutions that can be generated in a preliminary design mode for progranming and design 

direction. In depth design documents will have to be prepared in the future, but are beyond 

the scope of this report and this office. 
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Administrative Data 



Administrative Data 

1. Background 

The preparation of this document was undertaken as the result of ongoing and future 

building rehabilitation in the newly created Mt. McKinley Park Headquarters Historic 

District. In addition to fourteen structures in the Headquarters Historic District, the 

Wonder Lake Ranger Station has been included because of its architectural similarity. 

This report should aid in future and present planning and will provide the necessary 

compliance documentation for any immediate recommended actions. All of these historic 

structures are in the ownership of the National Park Service. 

2. Statement of Significance 

All of the buildings in this report are being nominated to the National Register of 

Historic Places. All but Wonder Lake Ranger Station are contained in one nomination 

which encompasses the structures in the Mt. McKinley Park Headquarters Historic District. 

A separate nomination is being prepared for Wonder Lake Ranger Station. The Headquarters 

Historic District National Register form is in the appendix of this report. Though 

Wonder Lake Ranger Station in not represented in the aforementioned nomination, it is 

assumed that its significance as a contributing element to the historic scene of Denali 

National Park and Preserve would be quite similar. 
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3. Narrative of Existing Data 

There was a tremendous quantity of existing data that was used in the preparation of this 

report. Most of the data comes from the Park files. Nearly all of the original drawings 

and historic photographs were available and are contained in this report. These 

structures have been quite well documented because they have always been in the Park. 

4. List of Completed Reports 

Design Guidelines, Mt. McKinley Headquarters Historic District, Denali National Park and 

Preserve by David E. Snow, June 1, 1985. 

5. Planning Documents, Cooperative Agreements 

Draft General Management Plan, April 1986 

Land Protection Plan, April 1985 

Wilderness Suitability Review, April 1986 



Building Chronology/Identification 

BUILDING NUMBER 

22 

101 

106 

105 

110 

103 

112 

107 

21 

Office Building 

Warehouse 

Barn 

Dog Feed Cache and 

Sled Storage 

Electric Light Plant 

Garage 

Comfort Station 

Boiler House 

Rangers' Dormitory 

CCMVEN NAME 

Employee Residence 

OBSTRUCTION DATE 

April-July 1926 

(moved 1952) 

"Overthere" 

(Naturalist1 Building) 

Sign Storage 

Dog Feed Cache and 

Sled Storage 

East District Ranger 

Office 

Ranger Cache 

Employee Residence 

Plumbing Shop 

May 1928-June 1929 

June 1929-June 1930 

July 1930-January 

1931 

May-June 1931 

May-June 1932 

September-late 1932 

Administration Building 

3 

May-November 1928 

August 1934-35 

HISTORIC NAME 



BUILDING NUMBER 

12 

13 

102 

14 

111 

23 

Employee Residence 

Employee Residence 

Garage and Repair 

Shop 

Wonder Lake Ranger 

Station 

Superintendent's 

Garage/ Admin. 

Building 

Employee Residence 

(Ranger Residence) 

COMMON NAME 

Employee Residence 

Employee Residence 

Carpenter Shop 

Wonder Lake Ranger 

Station 

Employee Residence 

CONSTRUCTION DATE 

June-October 1938 

June-October 1938 

May-July 1939 

June-August 1939 

May-October 1939 

Superintendent's Residence 

(Employee Residence) 

HISTORIC NAME 
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July 1940-June 1941 

(interior finished, 

1943) 



FUNCTION/USE 

BUILDING NUVBER 

22 

101 

106 

105 

110 

Office Building 

Warehouse 

Barn 

Dog Feed Cache 

and Sled Storage 

Electric Light Shop 

HISTORIC USE 

Administration Building 

Park Museum/Naturalist's 

Office 

Single Family 

Dwelling 

Warehouse 

Offices 

Barn 

Carpenter Shop 

Sign Shop (Storage) 

Cache/Storage 

Power House 

Garage 

Food Storage Cache 

Electrical Shop 

Naturalist Office 

CONTEMPORARY USE 

Single Family 

Dwelling 

Offices 

Sign Shop (Storage) 

Cache/Storage 
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HISTORIC NAME 



BUILDING NUVBER HISTORIC USE COmEMFCRARY USE 

110 Electric Light Shop 

103 Garage 

Storage Facility 

Radio Shop 

East District Ranger 

Office 

Garage 

Equipment Storage Shed 

West District Ranger 

Office/Storage 

East District Ranger 

Office 

West District Ranger 

Office/Storage 

112 Comfort Station Comfort Station 

Seasonal Housing Guest Housing 

107 Boiler House Boiler House 

Plumbing Shop Plumbing Shop 

21 Ranger's Dormitory Multi/Family Dwelling 

Admin/Building Administration Building 

12 Employee Residence Single Family Dwelling 

Duplex 

HISTORIC NAME 

6 

Duplex 



BUILDING NUVBER 

13 

102 

111 

Employee Residence 

Garage and Repair 

Shop 

Superintendent's 

Garage 

HISTORIC USE 

Garage and Repair 

Shop 

Carpenter Shop 

Garage(?) 

Administration Building 

Chief Ranger/Naturalist 

Office 

Multiple Family Dwelling 

Single Family Dwelling 

CDNIHVIPORARY USE 

Single Family Dwelling 

Duplex 

Carpenter Shop 

Single Family Dwelling 

23 Employee's Residence Single Family Dwelling 

Duplex 

Single Family Dwelling Single Family Dwelling 

7 

Duplex 

HISTORIC NAME 
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Archeological Data 



ARCHEDLOGICAL DATA 

Existing documentation of the historic district has been reviewed to determine archeological 

values. On site inspections have been performed, and preliminary assessments of the 

archeological potential have been drafted. On the basis of these drafts in the region files, 

the following management actions within the Headquarters district have been taken or are 

suggested: 

This district has been surveyed for prehistoric sites. No sites were found. On 

this basis, a zone clearance (002-83-DENA) was issued by the regional office for the 

district (see map). Construction may be performed in this area, but will cease if 

any prehistoric archeological remains are encountered. 

As for historical resources, most of this area is related to the early development 

of the park. At present, no themes or other historical aspects have been identified 

that warrant archeological documentation or investigation. As the park history is 

researched and written over the next several years, it will be necessary to reassess 

the possible archeological potential of the Headquarters district. 

The historical study may identify new themes that will open areas of research or 

interpretative potential. For instance, remains of the two-year Civilian Conservation Corps 

(CCC) camp from the 1930s may provide a time capsule of COC field operations worthy of further 

investigation. In addition to celebrating harmony with the landscape, the rustic styled 

9 



Headquarters area may preserve additional lifeways information on Headquarters society and 

social structure. The relation of Karsten's original Headquarters to this district may need 

to be verified. 

The basic culture history of the Headquarters area is adequately covered by existing 

documentation, particularly the draft National Register nomination. The district exists to 

preserve the cotmiemorative value of the log buildings and the life style that they represent. 

Until new themes are identified, any additional historical archeological work is not deemed 

warranted. 

10 
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HISTORICAL DATA 

11 

The heightened tempo of building development at headquarters in the mid-1980s might well have 

slowed had it not been for the great Depression. In a determined effort to breathe new life 

into the nation's beleaguered business and agricultural sectors and to relieve unemployment, 

three-term President Franklin Delano Roosevelt took great strides to revitalize the nation's 

economy. One of the most popular and long-lived relief programs, initiated during Roosevelt's 

first 100 days in office was the Civilian Conservation Corps, popularly known as the COC. 

Created in March 1933, and continuing into World War II, the COC aimed at putting a huge army 

of unemployed men to work on conservation projects on forest and park lands throughout the 

country and in some U.S. territories. In terms of fire prevention and suppression, and in 

building, road, and trail construction the impact of the COC was phenomenal. One historian 

estimated that "ten years of [the] COC . . . produced park-conservation work that would have 
2 

taken something like fifty years without the COC". 

In Mount McKinley National Park, the concentration of money and labor provided by the COC 

brought about numerous development projects in the headquarter's area between 1938 and 1940. 

In addition to extensive work accomplished on roads and utilities, the COC was fully or 
3 

partially involved in the construction of no less than four buildings at headquarters. As a 

result of a sequence of projects accomplished at headquarters by the corpsmen, including the 

relocation of the Dog Feed Cache and Sled Storage building and the kennels, the construction 

of new roads and utility lines, and the erection of two residential buildings, the COC is 

largely responsible for establishing the present residential area at headquarters. Nineteen 

hundred and thirty-eight witnessed the construction of two, two-story Ehployee Residences 

(Nos. 12 and 13) by the COC.4 


