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1. Name of Property

historic name: Gleason, Edmund Farm, (boundary increase)

other name/site number: NPS Tract# 123-03, List of Classified Structures
HS-403 - 407

2. Location

street & number: 7243 Canal Road

not for publication: N/A
city/town: Valley View vicinity: x_

state: OH county: Cuyahoga code: 035 zip code: 44125

3. Classification

Ownership of Property: public-Federal

Category of Property: district

Number of Resources within Property:
Contributing Noncontributing

1 buildings

2 sites
1 _1__ structures
objects
8 ___2__ Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National
Register: __ 2_

Name of related multiple property listing: Agricultural Resources of
Cuyahoga Valley
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As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act
of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this _X_ nomination
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation
standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _X  meets
does not meet the National Register Criteria. ___ See continuation

sheet.
_f=2l=a.

Signature of certifying official Date

Qhio Historic Preservation Qffice
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property Y  meets does not meet the National
Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
%&-h 13
te

Signatgre of commenting or other official
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Pt oo e fee R PR RS

iL425326y certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register /f22%4?3é§zfgig;;n4aaz éﬁZZ%iéiB
____ See continuation sheet. " J

determined eligible for the
National Register

____ See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain):

s
Cj'signature of Keeper Date
of Action
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Historic: Domestic

Agricultural Subsistence

Current : Vacant/Not in Use

Sub: single dwelling

processing

Sub:
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Architectural Classification:

Greek Revival
Other

Other Description: Wisconsin Diary Barn

Materials: foundation Stone
walls Stone___
Wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

sheet.

roof Asphalt
other Wood___

_X_ See continuation

e T - i

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in

relation to other properties: Locally

Applicable National Register Criteria: A and C

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions)

Areas of Significance: Agriculture

N/A

Architecture

Period(s) of Significance: 1851-1930

Significant Dates : 1851 1855

Significant Person(s): N/A

1905




Cultural Affiliation: N/A

Architect/Builder: _ Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.
_X_ See continuation sheet.
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_X_ See continuation sheet.
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested.

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data:

_. State historic preservation office
_ Other state agency

x Federal agency

Local government

_ University

_ Other -- Specify Repository: NPS\ Cuyahoga Valley NRA




Acreage of Property: _13
UTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

A 17 448925 4579460 B 17 449420 4579130
C 17 448420 4579860 D

——

See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description: ____ See continuation sheet.

Beginning at Point A on the sketch map proceed approximately 190’ northeast
to point B; thence 225’ southeast to Point C; thence 190’ north east to Point
D; thence 225’ southeast to Point E; thence 150’ south across Tinker’s Creek
Road to Point F. Proceed east approximately 560’ to Point G; thence south
375’ to Point H. Follow the northern bank of Tinker'’s Creek to Point I,
where the creek intersects with the eastern berm of Canal Road. From Point
I proceed north to the starting point, Point A.

Boundary Justification: See continuation sheet.
The Dboundary for the nominated property encompass those resources
historically related to the property that retain integrity.

Name/Title: Jeff Winstel, Historian/ Dean Dickerson, Historian

Organization:NPS/ Cuyahoga Valley NRA__  Date:7/89, 5/92

Street & Number:15610 Vaughn Road Telephone:216/526-5256

City or Town:Brecksville State:OH_ ZIP:44141
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Edmond Gleason Farm
Valley View, Ohio
Cuyahoga County

The Edmund Gleason farm is situated along the valley wall overlooking the
intersection of Canal Road, Tinkers Creek Road, Riverview Road, and the level
floodplain of the Cuyahoga River. Tinkers Creek Road separates the house and
buildings from the field that once produced corn and oats which fed Gleason’s
livestock and mills along the river. The farm consists of six buildings: the
house, built for Edmund Gleason ca. 1854; a large Wisconsin Dairy Barn built
in 1905 and a noncontributing garage built behind the house; and three
outbuildings. The rail fence is considered a noncontributing structure
because of its uncertain date and origin.

There are two outbuildings and one site located east of the barn. the two
outbuildings are the granary and a shed, and the site is a barn foundation.
Behind the barn is a corncrib and a poultry house. The field, located south
of the buildings across Tinker’s Creek Road, is historically associated with
the property and considered a contributing site.

The house (NR 1979), situated on a knoll about one hundred yards northwest of
the barn and outbuildings, is a two-story building of Greek Revival style
interpreted in dressed sandstone. The shingled gable roof and wood spindle
porch were added ca. 1880. Its side and rear windows feature stone sills and
lintels while the front windows are of larger size, with acanthus leaf
decorations. The facade, with its recessed entrance and tooled stonework, is
particularly fine. A sandstone foundation supports the building. With the
exception of the addition of dormer windows and a new end chimney, the house
is little altered.

Located approximately one hundred yards southeast of the house at the bottom
of the hill is the Gleason barn (NR 1979). Built in 1905, this large 2 1/2-
story barn has an gambrel roof covered with corrugated sheet metal. Its
exterior walls are vertical wood siding. The south side, facing Tinkers
Creek Road, has a sheet metal, pent roof overhang running the full one-
hundred and eight-foot length of the barn. The foundation of this structure
is concrete. Numerous doors and windows line the facade wall under the pent
roof. Four large hay doors are located above the pent roof and are flanked
by two symmetrically spaced windows. The other side of the barn is banked
into a hillside and contains two large tracked doors.
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Edmond Gleason Farm
Valley View, Ohio
Cuyahoga County

Four outbuildings are located near the eastern end of the barn. The granary!/
is a rectangular, gable-roofed structure with slat walls, a vertical plank
door, a small gabled ventilator monitor astride the roof ridge, and
rectangular openings under the eaves. The corncrib is located just to the
rear of the northeastern corner of the barn. This structure has slanted
slated walls, block piers, and two flat monitors on its shed roocf. Both the
granary and corcrib are elevated, preventing rodents access to the grain.
The shed, is a small wooden structure with a gable roof, drop siding,
endboards and plain window and door trim. The door is of vertical plank
construction and there are two four light windows, one on each gable end.

Located approximately fifty vards east of the barn, and almost entirely
hidden by brush and trees, is an old stone foundation approximately 60 by 40
ft. wide. Very little information about this structure is available.
However, it appears to be the remnants of an o0ld barn. Possibly this is the
location of the first barn built on the Gleason farm. The foundation, and
what is left of the basement walls, consists of stone and stone rubble.
There is a large opening on the east end of the foundation which appears to
be the principal entrance. Inside the foundation are several concrete stubs
which, at one time, supported the main floor.

The second land parcel--Tract 4, Lot 8--is located across Tinkers Creek Road,
to the southeast of the buildings. This parcel consists of 3.06 acres,
making the combined acreage of the two parcels 13.5 acres. The only existing
fence is a recently installed wood rail fence encompassing the northwest tip
of the field. Although the fence is a noncontributing object, it does not
distract from the visual appearance of the property. There are no additional
fences on this smaller tract, but old property lines are distinguishable
along tree lines to the south. Although now overtaken by sub-growth, it was
here, on this bottom ground, where the Gleasons grew corn.

Although the attached photographs of the farm were taken more than 2 years
ago, recent site inspection by park staff confirms that they depict the
current condition of the resources.
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Edmond Gleason Farm
Valley View, Ohio
Cuyahoga County

The Edmond Gleason farm is being nominated as a boundary increase to the
Edmund Gleason House nomination, listed 1979. The amendment to this document
is being nominated under Criterion A for association with the agricultural
development of Cuyahoga Valley, and Criterion C for representing locally
important building practices. The original nomination was done under
Criterion C, also for architecture. This document discusses the architecture
of the house and only mentions the barn. The boundary increase nomination
will address the architectural significance of the barn along with the other
agricultural outbuildings.

The contributing resources are consistent with the description, significance
statement, and registration requirements for Associated Property Type:
Farmstead listed in the Agricultural Resources of Cuyahoga Valley MPD.

Historical Background

The Gleason farm dates from 1847 when Mary C. and Edward C. Hubbard of
Middletown, Connecticut, sold one hundred acres in Independence Township,
Cuyahoga County, Ohio, to Edmond Gleason for $1500. Regardless, Edmond
Gleason is not listed as the owner of ninety-eight acres in tract 4, lot 8,
until 1850.

The exact date of Edmond Gleason’s arrival in Independence Township is not
known. However, he is listed as a resident Independence landowner on the
east side of the Cuyahoga River in 1843. Edmond Gleason married Charlotte
Comstock of Bedford, Ohio, on April 4, 1848. The 1850 census shows that
Edmond Gleason, then thirty-four vears old, was a native of New York state
and that he was employved as a farmer. Charlotte and Edmond had two children,
Frank, the oldest, and Clara. Edmond Gleason died ca. 1860. Thereafter,
his property is listed in the tax duplicate under the name of "Edmond
Gleason Heirs.® ~

The 1880 U.S. Census Products of Agriculture lists Frank Gleason as the owner
of record. The farm consisted of 110 acres of tilled land and 50 acres of
meadow and pasture, and 50 acres of woodland.
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Edmond Gleason Farm
Valley View, Ohio
Cuyahoga County

Edmond’s daughter, Clara, married Dominick M. Carey in 1881. Carey was a
prominent contractor who founded the firm of Paige, Carey & Co. He
participated in the building of West Virginia'’s Norfolk & Western Railroad,
the Valley Railroad between Cleveland and Canton, and the Union Bridge over
the Ohio River in Wheeling, West Virginia. On January 14, 1892, Dominick
Carey drowned when he was swept by flood waters from a temporary tramway
being used in the construction of the Main Street stone bridge in Wheeling.
After the death of her husband, Clara and her three sons, moved from their
home in northern Ohio back onto the family farm.

Clara lived on the farm until her death 1938. In 1935, the property of
Edmond Gleason passed to his grandson, Edwin Carey, who lived there until his
death in 1987, at age 98. Edwin Carey served as the first elected mayor of
Valley View from 1926 to 1929.

Criterion A: Agriculture

The Gleason Farm is associated with the Railroads, Industrialization and
Scientific Farming Era, 1851-1913, and the period of Agricultural Decline and
Economic Diversification, 1913-1930. The nominated property has historically
functioned as a farm from its acquisition in 1851 by Edmond Gleason
throughout the context period, ending in 1930.

As a native of New York state, Edmond is typical of the migratory patterns
and cultural influences that impacted the development of agriculture in the
context area. The remaining foundation of the o0ld barn roughly matches the
dimensions typical of the New England or Three Bay Barn type. Although the
U.S. Census Records Products of Agriculture for Cuyahoga County are only
available for 1880, the types of crops and livestock found on the farm would
have been influenced by the proximity to the canal. The canal provided
profits that encouraged valley farmers to raise cattle and grow wheat-- two
commodities that required more effort than swine and corn.

The 1880 U.S. Census Products of Agriculture indicates that the Gleason Farm
relied on hired help. During 1879, the Gleason'’'s paid $388 in wages for 24
weeks of hired labor. Other farms in the township listed in the census
records do not indicate this level of outside help. Dairying seems to have
been the principal emphasis of the farm. Livestock consisted of 7 "milch
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Edmond Gleason Farm
Valley View, Ohio
Cuyahoga County

cows", 10 '"other" cattle, and 7 calves. The farm produced 400 pounds of
butter that year. The principal crop was oats with a production of 530
bushels, followed by Indian corn, with a production of 200 bushels.

Criterion C: Architecture

The buildings, structures and sites that comprise the Gleason Farm, form a
functionally related unit that is associated with historic agricultural
practices. The buildings either represent specific farming practices, or
construction practices associated with historic agricultural outbuildings.

The Wisconsin Diary Barn contains architectural features associated with this
building type. The rectangular massing, double pitch roof line, light lumber
trussing, and rows of hay doors are characteristic features of this barn type
developed at the Agricultural Experiment Station at the University of
Wisconsin, Madison. The narrow width and rows of small windows are design
features that maximize light for the lower livestock area. The gambrel roof
profile provided more storage space needed for hay to feed the livestock.

The barn’s interior contains rough cut timber beams and pegged mortise and
tenon joints. The loft, or second level, retains a functional hay rail and
hook; a feature that emphasizes transition from mowing loose hay to
contemporary hay bailing techniques. The lower level contains evidence of a
dairy operation. On the west end, milking stanchions and a closed-loop
watering system remain. On the east end there is evidence of more livestock;
mangers are damaged where horses have been "cribbing, " or chewing, while they
stood in their stalls.

The granary evidences architectural features that convey its function. The
slat walls, single door, ventilator monitor, and raised block foundation
provided ventilation needed to prevent spontaneous combustion associated with
grain storage. Elevating the structure on blocks helped keep rodents away
from the crops.

Similar building features are found on the corncrib-- he concern for
ventilation and rodent abatement also being necessary. Unlike the granary,
however, the corncrib also has slanted walls, making it more difficult for
rodents to get in.
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Edmond Gleason Farm
Valley View, Ohio
Cuyahoga County

The shed structure typifies the materials and construction of agricultural
outbuildings from the late 19th and early 20th century. Both the drop siding
and plain wood surround trim are constructed of milled lumber, which the
railroads made readily available to farmers.

The agricultural fields, located in the valley floor, took advantage of the
rich soils of the floodplain. This site, along with the old barn ruin site,
are integral parts of the farm’s historic landscape.

Historic Integrity

The Gleason farm has a high degree of integrity. The farm is in an
agricultural setting, surrounded by fields or wooded lands. The watered
portion of the Ohio & Erie Canal, (NHL, 1979) still flows directly west of
the farmstead, contributing to the integrity of feeling and association. The
buildings and structures are in their original location and do not evidence
any significant alterations. The noncontributing garage and the one
noncontributing structure, the post and rail fence, do not detract from the
historic rural character of the farmstead.
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Edmond Gleason Farm
Valley View, Ohio
Cuyahoga County
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Number: 93000075 Date Listed: 3/12/93

Edmund Gleason Farm (Boundary Increase) Cuyahoga OH
Property Name: County: State:

Agricultural Resources of the Cuyahoga Valley MPS

Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included
in the nomination documentation.

' - uEp 31>/93
(j%//ignatdfé of the Keeper’ Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

Two previously listed resources (two contributing buildings) were
incorrectly included in the resource count for the Boundary
Increase. The Additional Documentation and Boundary Increase add
two contributing structures and two contributing sites to the
nominated property. The nomination is officially amended to
include this information.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)













































