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A Guide to Cuyahagashabley.Seenic Railroad

Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad:

Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow

The year is 1880.
Suddenly, the quiet
serenity of the
Cuyahoga Valley is
startled by the
harsh sound of a
steam whistle. A
new technology has
found the valley of
the “crooked river.”

What brought
the railroad here?
The desire to find a
more efficient way

to move people
and goods. Though

railroads were in
many parts of the
eastern United
States, including Ohio, by the 1850s, the
Cuyahoga Valley did not see train transporta-
tion until 1880. In that year the Valley
Railway Company connected the growing
industry of Cleveland, Akron, and Canton
with the coal fields of Tuscarawas County.
Previously, the Ohio & Erie Canal (O&EC)
provided the means of moving goods
through much of this area.

The Valley Railway’s cargo consisted
primarily of raw material such as coal, stone,
iron, copper, sand, lime, and ore. It also
offered passenger service for both utilitarian
travel and tourist excursions. Indeed, in
1880, John Reese, a Canton author, published
the Guide Book for the Tourist and Traveler over
the Valley Railway!, a booklet that provided
riders with information about the country
and towns they were passing through.

No doubt the sound of train whistles
brought serious concern to those canal boat
operators still plying their trade. Yet, until
the devastating Flood of 1913 effectively
closed the O&EC, both modes of transporta-
tion operated side-by-side in the valley. The
railroad raised nearly 80% of its revenue
from carrying coal while the canal concen-
trated on hauling agricultural goods.

After a decade of operation, the Valley
Railway became part of the Baltimore &
Ohio Railroad (B&O) during a period of
financial troubles and consolidation. In the
20th century, competition from automo-
biles, trucks, and buses caused the decline of
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Boston Mill Station, ¢. 1896.

The Schrack family enjoys a ride on the train.

both freight and passenger service.

Interest in the railroad remained strong,
however. In the early 1970s, the Cuyahoga
Valley Preservation and Scenic Railway
Association (CVP&SR) began offering train
excursions in Cuyahoga Valley National
Recreation Area (now Cuyahoga Valley
National Park). This unique and imagina-
tive partnership continues today, as the
railroad operates on the National Park
Service track and roadbed.

During the 1990s, the Cuyahoga Valley
Line changed its name to “Cuyahoga Valley
Scenic Railroad” (CVSR) and continued to
increase and improve its service. In addition
to providing service to the general public,
CVSR promotes educational programming,
including the “Student Explorer” which
highlights the cultural and natural heritage
of the valley. Special event rides, such as the

Passengers waiting for the train at the Peninsula Depot Visitor Center.
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popular North Pole excursion “The Polar
Express,” occur throughout the year. Charter
trips are also available. CVSR also assumed
an important role as a venue in the new Ohio
& Erie Canal National Heritage Corridor.
Known as CanalWay Ohio, the Corridor is a
110-mile partnership park between
Cleveland and New Philadelphia, Ohio.

What is the future of this unique scenic
railroad? Look for extended service both
north and south, different styles of rail cars,
and the addition of new types of trips.

The partnership between CVSR and
Cuyahoga Valley National Park is an impor-
tant one. It truly follows Congress’ intent for
the National Park Service “to conserve the
scenery and natural and historic objects and
wildlife therein and to provide for the enjoy-
ment of the same in such manner and by
such means as will leave them unimpaired
for the enjoyment of future generations”
(Organic Act of 1916). May you and yours
enjoy both CVSR and the national park it
travels through for many years to come.

# The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.




Out the Window

As you pass through the Cuyahoga Valley, take time.to look out the window. Accompanying the rhythmic clickety-clack of the train.is
the rhythm of life in the valley. The patchwork of field, forest, river, and wetland communities provides ample habitat for'a great diver-
sify of life. What catches your eye? What do you hope to see? A glimpse of a white-tailed deer? The magnificent great blue heron
stalking prey in the river2 Brightly colored wildflowers? ‘Or wetlands exploding with activity?

Each season offers something new. Here are some hints for what you might see. What can you add to the list?

Spring

As the thaw begins and winter retreats, the
stirring to enjoy the rejuvenating warmth
of the sun tugs young and old out of house,
den, and burrow.

Look for...

e Canada geese and goslings nesting near water as protec-
tion from predators such as coyote and fox. If a threat

should appear, mother swims away from shore with her
young following close behind.

e White-tailed deer and fawns eating tender
young grass and flowers

e Great blue herons nest-building high in the
trees north of Station Road Bridge

o Wildflowers in
bloom, especially
flowering
dogwood’s white
blossoms; the
white, pink, and
purple of dame’s
rocket; and yellow
and blue iris in
wetland areas

® The return of the migrating songbirds. The
redwinged blackbird, a sure sign of spring,

guards its nest with a loud “konkaree.” Eastern
bluebirds, formerly a rare sight, are returning.

Summer

Fostered by warm
temperatures and
long days, activity
abounds during this
season of growth.

Look for...

e White-tailed deer
with reddish
summer coats

* The yellow of
wingstem, orange
of jewelweed, and
pink of multiflora
rose, often found
along the railroad
tracks

* Evidence of beaver, one of only a few animals besides
humans that can radically change their environment.
Search for dams, lodges, and chewed or fallen trees.

e People enjoying the Towpath Trail on foot, bicycle,
and horseback

e Great blue herons close to the river,
motionless...waiting patiently for an unsuspecting fish

Autumn

As summer fades into fall, the blazing
hues of northeast Ohio become the center
of attention.

Look for...

* White-tailed deer, with thicker coats,
in the midst of breeding season.

e Cattails with fluffy tops dispersing
their seeds in the wind

e Red fox and coyote slinking on the
edge of fields, scouting for rabbits or

small rodents

e The valley dressed in brilliant
colors: the red or orange of red
maple; the dull red or orange of red
oak; the orange-brown of American
beech; the yellow or orange of sugar
maple; the yellow or yellow-gold of
the weeping willow, quaking aspen,
and tulip tree.

Looking at crisp cold days—dark, fallow,
barren—from warm passenger cars, we could
assume that life comes to a frozen halt. Do
not be deceived! There is plenty of activity.

Look for...

¢ The welcome contrast of evergreens,
like eastern hemlock, pine, and
spruce, against the brown and

white winter landscape

e White-tailed deer, possibly in herds, that will shed their antlers in
January or February

» The bright red of a male cardinal. Insect or worm eaters like robins migrate to
warmer climates as their food source dwindles in cold weather. Seed eaters like
cardinals, bluejays, and the chickadee, have better luck finding food in winter
and stay year-round.

® Beaver lodges or dams. Caches, or piles of sticks for food, may be seen close
to lodges. Imagine the family warm and cozy inside.

* Frozen ponds or icy wetlands which hide a world below. Turtles and frogs,
burrowed in the mud, are in a deep sleep called torpor.

Photos by Tom Jones ® Illustration by Hedy Jones
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Following the historic route of
the Ohio & Erie Canal, the
Towpath Trail now stretches
through a large portion of the
National Heritage Corridor.
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Leonard Krieger CanalWay Center

A unit of the Cleveland Metroparks, the Ohio & Erie Canal
Reservation interprets the heritage of an industrial setting found
amid the natural setting of the Cuyahoga River Valley. Visit the
CanalWay Center for exhibits on this unique landscape.
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Boston Store
This 1836 building,
previously used as
a warehouse, store,
post office, and
gathering place, is
now a canal boat
building museum
featuring exhibits
on all aspects of
that business.
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Hale Farm & Village.

Hale Farm & Village
Travel back in time fo the
year 1848. Hale Farm &
Village’s historic buildings,
living history interpreters,
and artisan demonstrations
allow visitors to explore life
in Ohio’s Western Reserve
region just as the population
started to boom.

Ski Resort , <@

v
8 Center Cuyahoga Valley, the historic
HIg village of Peninsula features
v/ .
4 restaurants, specialty stores,
" ; )
/ antique shops, and art galleries.
Deep Lock Quarry « ¥ 9 b
P Q b. {\ It is also home to the Peninsula
¥ /e Depot Visitor Cent
F /e pot Visitor Center.
N
& /3
/&
V/
X
-Q\o //"
D 4
S
/ &
/&
/g .
@& 0 1 mile
w° /7 L ]

X8
, ~-Boston Store

Y

!
T kX
Lock 29‘\‘§ Peninsula

5 la Peninsula
+" Depot Visitor Nestled in the heart of the

Scenic Railroad
. ___Hunt Farm Visitor

== = Towpath Trail
Information Center

| —

l Scenic Railroad
‘ in planning

‘ Towpath Trail

J in planning

L

Station for
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Everett and Hunt Farm
Visitor Information Center
Linked to the outside world by
the Ohio & Erie Canal and later
the Valley Railway, Everett
maintains its character as a rural
village. At nearby Hunt Farm
Visitor Information Center, view
exhibits about the area’s
agricultural history.
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Cascade Valley
Metro Park

A unit of the Metro
Parks, Serving Summit
County, Cascade
Valley Park preserves
a rich natural and
cultural area, including
the “staircase” section
of the Ohio & Erie
Canal between Locks
10 and 14.

River

Cascade Valley
% Metro Park
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Mustill Store
Dating from the 1850s, the Mustill Store is one of Akron’s
oldest buildings and a rare canal-era structure. Now restored,

it houses interpretive exhibits about the store and life along the
Ohio & Erie Canal.
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Quaker Square
Once home to the Quaker Oats

\ Factory, these buildings now serve
: b 1uscCq,. as a unique shopping, restaurant,
Motk O .\\~Qﬂf_799ﬂ-\/ 6“'@@ and hotel complex. The silos, listed
Akron “SMustill Store ’gt’(vs:;erg:':'s “I! on the National Register of Historic
My e W 3 Places, are a soaring 120 feet tall
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