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The long dormant problem concerning the 1mprovemen’cs of U,S, Highvay 25E
through historic Cumberland Gap came to life early in 1965 followmg passage
of the Appalachian Regional Redevelopment Act of 1965 signed by 'President
Johnson on March 9, 1965, which provided funds for highway improvements as
well as financial aid to other programs in the depressed area in Appalachia,
Since the establishment of Cumberland Gap Nationgl Historical Park in 1955
followed by the preparation of the Master Plan, the proposal for restoring
the Gap to its historic wilderness appearance through the use of a tunnel
has been a prime cbjective for this park's development program,

Stimulated by the contents of the Appalachian Development Act, the states
of Temnessee, Kentucky and Virginia took immediate steps to identify routes
that would qualify for aid under the program, U.S, 25E, an old and dangerocus
outmoded highway, became one qualifying for such aid, An exchange of
correspondence between Commissioner Henry Veard, Kentucky Department of
Bighvays » provided impetus to the Cunberland Gap problem and resulted in a
meeting in the conference room of Mr, George B, Hartzog, Jr,, Director of
the National Park Service on July 29, 1966, to discuss ways and means o
expedite the improvements through the Gap in line with Highway Department
programs and the Appalachian Act including the objectives of the National
Park Service for preservation of the Gap,

The meeting was chaired by Mr, J.E.N. Jensen, Ass1s’c.m‘h Director, Design

and Construction, in M, Hartzog's absence, A task force was appointed

and charged with the responsibility to investigate the proposed improvement
program in the Park and prepare a report for submission on September 1, 1966,
Due to delays involving appointments to the task force and arrangements for

comuittee action, the date of September 1, 1966 could not be met, Accordingly,

the new date of October 14, 1966 was selected,

The committee herewith respectively submits this report for your review,
congideration and approval:
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STATEMENT

On March 9, 1965, the President signed into law the “Appalachian
Regional Development Act of 1965." Soon thereafter the Congress
appropriated funds providing for implementation of the Act. The
Appalachian Regional Commission, which was established by the Act, selected
for develorment thoée highway routes wﬁich could best serve to aid in
promoting the economic development of the region. Route US-25E through
Cumberland Gap was included as one of those selected routes.

| For a number of years studies have been under i»ray by both the
National Park Service and the State of Kentucky to provide for the
solution to a plan for improving US-25E in conjunction with the
restoration of the Cumberland Gap to its priginal condition of terrain
cross section, and vegetation. |

While enactment of the Appalachian Regional Development Act is not
the initiating force influencing this improvement, it is felt that the
Act has precipitated the movement and provided the stimilus nggded to
seek a satisfactory solution within the limiting time imposed by the

Act.

October 10, 1966
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HISTORY

The earliest use of the Gap was by the Indians over what was called the
Warrior's Path, an important north-south Indian trail.

In 1750, Dr. Thomas Walker passed through what is now known as Cumberland
Gap, not knowing he had found an opening in the Cumberland Mountain Range
that would allow thousands of pioneers to emigrate west to the Appalachian
Mountains. Daniel Boone first crossed over the Gap in May of 1769. In
1775, he was hired to open a path through the Gap and on through to the
Great Falls of the Chio., This path became the Wilderness Road, over which
settlers poured to settle Kentucky, Tennessee, Indiana, and points
westward.

Migration continued over the Wilderness Road and, by 1783, 12,000 settlers
had entered Kentucky through the Gep., In 1796, the Wllderness Road was
widened and improved for wagon traffic,.

During the Civil Un-r', +he C,ap was a s
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trat it was -
elternately held and fortified by both the

3 tion and
Confederate and Union Armies.

In 1890, an I&N Railroad Tunnel, approximately one mile in length, was
constructed under the Gap,




ESTABLISHMENT OF PARK

Cumberland Gap, the most significant resource of the Park, is an
impressive example of the "wind gap", frequently found in the
Appalachian Mountain range, However, the primary importance is
in its historical value as the principal Trans-Allegheny Gateway
to the west during a critical period of our national existence,
Daniel Boone blazed his Wilderness Road through the gap in 1775,
which was followed by frontiersmen and thousands of settlers in
their push of the national boundary westward to the Mississippi
River, Prior to the coming of the white man, Cumberland Gap was
an important north-south passage for the Indians Warrior Path,
The states of Xentucky, Virginia and Tennessee meet at Tri-state
Peak, the southwest shoulder of the gap., Extensive Civil Ver
remains, principally earthen forts, rifle pits and well-defined
military roads are located within the Park, These were used by
both armies of the North and South, In Virginia, between the
Gap and the town of Cumberland Gap, Termessee, there are remains
of a 19th century iron furnace,

Besides the Gap's historical significance, the Park has important
natural significance., These include spectacular panoramic views
of the valleys below, caves, forested mountain peaks, small water-
falls and interesting geological rock formetions, ’

With the establishment of the Park, this important historical and
natural area is set aside to be conserved and interpreted for thé
benefit and enjoyment of the people,

The Park embraces an area of 20,184.20 acres of land, This land
was acquired by the folliowing three states and given to the Federal
Government,

From Virginia - 7,477.98 acres in Lee County, December 1, 1953,
From Tennessee - 2,027.06 acres in Claiborne County, January 15, 1953,
From Kentucky - 10,679,16 acres comprising 9,329,16 acres in Bell

County and 1,350 acres in Harlan County on June 9, 1955,

The final bowndary has not been established and parcels of certailn
lands are needed to establish the proper boundaries, There is an
inholding of 5,619 acres owned by the J, F. Schneider & Son, Inc,
meat packing plant on the southeast side of Brewery Lane, a county
maintained section of road,

legislation was first introduced for the park in 1923, but it was
not authorized until June 11, 1940 when President Franklin D. Roosevelt



signed the bill, The formal establishment did not come until
Septenber 14, 1955,

The primary Master Plan objective is the preservation of the
Gap and the surrounding area for the inspiration, understanding
and appreciation of the natural and human history of the Gap.

Interpretive programs are planned around a combination of museum -
exhibits and audiovisual programs; these are supplemented with
outdoor exhibits and self-guided tours to place major emphasis

on the westward migration period of 17501800 and to consider
the pre-pioneer, Civil War and industrial boom periods as
supporting themes,

A minimum of development has taken place within the park, with

only construction as required to serve the visitor and keep within
park objectives being carried out, The major developments consist
of the reconstruction of the Pimmacles Road, Pinnacles Overlook,
park visitor center, campground end picnic areas, Tri-state Shelter,
and improvement of trails and interpretive signs.



HIGHWAY TMPROVEMENTS -~ ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The initial improvement to the Wilderness Road, in 1796, consisted
of widening to accommodate wagons; this essentially was the first
road, Farly photographs of the Gap area indicate that a road
existed, in somewhat the same location as the present road, prior
10 1900, It is estimated that a highway existed in what is generally
the present alignment through the Gap in the 1920's, A rock quarry
was opened in the Gap area on the road right-of-way in 1925 and
gravel from the quarry wes placed on the road., Other improvements:
over the years consisted of relocating Dead Mans curve to Harris
Court in Kentucky in 1948, and completing the present road in

1953 with 3 lanes in Kentucky Jjoining the existing 2 lanes in

VS nsins o
virginia,



PARK DEVELOPMENT AND ACCQMPLISHMENIS

The first items completed within the park after its establishment
consisted mainly of improvements to existing facilities, with new
construction following later. Briefly, the following is a schedule
of construction as it was accomplished.

Construction and improvement of Pinnacles overloock, walks
and parking area in 1956

Pinnacles interpretive shelter and comfort station (1957)

Improvenent of old Pinnacles Road from Gap to parking
area in 1956

Visitor Center (1959)

Skyland Tour Road, four mile drive with overpass at U.S.-25E,
from visitor center (1959)

Wilderness Road campground and picnic areas (1964)

Tri-State Shelter (1965)

An estimated expenditure of nearly $2,000,000. has been made to date |
for facilities since the area was established as a National Historical
Park.,

Nearly 35% of park travel originates from four midwest states and
22.5% from Kentucky. The pattern of use varies through the year

with heaviest use in the swmer, moderate spring and fall use, and
light use during the winter months. The most heavily used area in

the park is the Pinnacle which receives over two-thirds of the total
park visitation. Campground and picnic areas receive the next heaviest
use and the use of the hiking trails is the lightest. Cudjos Cave in
the Gap, on Route 25E, and the Iron Foundry, in the town of Cumberland
Gap, are other popular attractions.

Annual visitation to Cumberland Gep is 250,000 which will continue
to increase over the years as Highway 25E is improved and the Gap
is restored. '
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IMPORTANCE OF HISTORIC GAP

The Allegheny Mountains presented a formidable barrier to the west-
ward expansion of English colonists. With the discovery of Cumberland
Gap and later the opening of Daniel Boone's Wllderness Road, a

gateway was provided to the West.

Thousands of settlers followed Boone and the early frontiersmen through
the gap, to settle first Kentucky and then lands further west. This
route was the main artery of the westward expansion across the
mountains until the final defeat of the northern Indians which allowed
by 1825 more direct routes to the west,




HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS -— PROPOSED

The problem of improving the alignment and grades of U. S. Route-29
through the town of Cumberland Gap and the Cumberland Gap National
Historical Park was sought by Tennessee and Virginia in 1955, 1In May
of that year the National Park Service received copies of plans from
Virginia and shortly thereafter from Tennessee showing their proposals.
These plans had been coordinated by the states of Virginia, Kentucky

and Tennessee and indicated a route through historic Cumberland Gap

which was mutually agreeable to them. The National Park Service promptly

began studies designed to lessen the damage to historic and scenic
values and submitted alternates which were later rejected by the states.

Among these alternates was a suggestion for a proposed tunnel which

. could lead to eventual restoration of the historic gap vista. Surveys

to determine costs and feasibility of this tunnel were begun by the
Bureau of Public Roads in July 1956, at the request of the National
Park Service on this suggestion after rejection of the states proposal
by the National Park Service., As a result of this study the Bureau
estimated that a 1400 foot long tunnel with maximum grade of &% and
including approaches would cost $3,200,000. Virginia and Kentucky
(the states directly involved) approved the plan but declined to

share any part of the tunnel cost,

The matter was reopened in 1965, after U, S. 25E had been designated
as part of the Appalachian Highway System, by Kentucky reguesting
meeting with Park Service Officials, which led to the formation of a
study group comprising representatives of all agencies involved.



APPATACHTAN PROGRAM

; !
The Appalachian Regional Commission passed resolution number 92
on August 10, 1966 for the purpose of allocating funds for the
Appalachian Development Highway System and for establlshlng the
order of construction of projects,

Mlocations of authorized Federal Funds under Section 201, were
$183,911,000 for Kentucky, $51,421,000 for Tennessee and $40 689,000
for Virginia.

These funds are to cover 70% of total approved project costs for:
Rreliminarj engineering and right-of-way
BPR construction authorized on or before July 1, 1966
Highway facilities after July 1, 1966, for 2 or 4 lane construction
provided the cost of 4 lane construction does not exceed 2 lane

construction costs,

Funds allocated to the states are to be available in the order
prescribed:

Projects approved by Commission and Secretary of Commerce on or
before July 1, 1966,

Approved by above after July 1, 1966 based on priority for
each state on basis of adequacy rating pursuant to Resolution
30 priorities to be adjusted to enhance development opportunities,

Funds are available to the states for preliminary engineering and
right of way work on any segment of the system, without regerd to
established construction priorities.

Resolution is to be effective as of August 10, 1966,



PRESERVATION OF HISTORIC AND LANDSCAPE VALUES

Cumberland Gap from Indian times to present has been involved in

the story of transportation; first in the Indian footpaths over the Gap,
then the early pioneers, the wilderness road, enlargement to a wagon
trail and later a railroad tumnel through the Gap which was ultimately
followed by the existing highway as it stands today. Each of these

in its own way has modified the natural aspects of the Gap by altering
its physical structure and its vegetation, and each of these has added
somewhat to the interesting history of the area,

To this day, as in the past the Gap is involved in transportation
and it will continue to play an imporitant role in this story. As the
nation continues to expand and traffic increases almost daily, it is
evident that the current road is no longer sufficient and studies and
proposals for the future must be made.

A number of studies were made of different alternatives including the
possibility of removing the road from the Gap completely and finding
another route to replace it. These studies resulted in the conclusion
that a road over the Gap was the most economical feasible solution and
pointed out the need for an expanded road through the Gap, which
resulted in a proposal for widening of 25E

The determination to widen 25E to four lanes brought into a new focus
the problem of building a road through the Gap in such a way as to

have a minimum of impact in the Gap and its surroundings. In order to
accomplish this end, the proposal for the tunnel was brought forth and
the resulting studies as outlined in the report are aimed at preserv1ng
the Gap, both from a historic and a landscape aspect.

Construction of the tunnel section will allow for reconstruction of

the Gap area to its original contours at about elevation 1648, and the
proposed studies for planting will provide for reforestation of the Gap
to the approximate conditions at the time the early settlers crossed
the Gap. This will allow visitors the experience of standing in the
Gap and leoking off into the distance with a minimum of intrusion into
the view by the highway itself, giving an experience similar to what
Daniel Boone might have had as he stood atop the Gap.

The tunnel however will not be the only consideration since the design
of the entire road must be plamned to fit into the surrounding area
with a minimum of scaring and intrusion on the landscape, otherwise
the purpose of the tunnel will be largely nullified,
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ACTION TO DATE - MEETINGS

As previously stated in the preface of this report, the enactment of
the Appalachian Regional Development Act of 1965 stimulated action
concerning improvements to U.S., Highway 25E through Cumberland Gap.
A series of meetings were held by the Department of Highways in
Kentucky shortly after the passage of the law., These meetings were
attended by Superintendent of Cumberland Gap, leading up to a meet-
ing of 8ll sgencies involved, Tris meeting was held at Cumberland
Gap National Historicel Park on November 18, 1965.

The meeting revealed the status of road improvements for U.S. 25E
in Tennessee which involved the portion of the highway in Virginia.
It also revealed the immediate need for coordinated studies for
improvements to the highway through the gap. It was determined that
each state would proceed immediately with these studies, It also
was decided that the Tennessee-Virginia project would terminate

at the intersection of U.S. Highway 58 and old U.S. 25E,

A second meeting was held in the park on March 22, 1966, at which
time the studies completed by the states were reviewed. This meet-
ing revealed the need for still further coordination of study.

Early in July this year, Cammissioner Ward requested a meeting with
Director Hartzog to review the studies accomplished to date. Director
Hartzog accordingly, arranged for a meeting in his office on July 29,
1966. Attending this meeting were Assistant Secretary of the Interior
Stanley Cain, Federal Highway Administrator Rex Whitton, Cammissioner
Ward and representatives of the Kenbucky Department of Highways,
Senator Cooper's office, Bureau of Public Rocads, the Appalachian
Camission, the National Perk Service, Bureau of Outdoor Recreation,
General Services Administration, the Department of Defense.

Camissioner Ward outlined his position as advocate to the preservation
of historic Cumberland Gap in comnection with the proposed improvements
to U.S. Highway 25E through Cunberland Gap National Historical Park,

It was determined that many questions remained unanswered relative to
solutions to achieve these objectives. Also, the problem of financing
the proposal lacked definitive recommendations. Director Hartzog,

due to the pressure of other business, was not present to conduct

the meeting and was represented by Assistant Director, Design and
Construction, J. E. N. Jensen, who chaired the meeting.

Following the discussion of the problem, Mr. Jensen appointed a Task
Force Committee composed of a representative from Kentucky, Virginia,
the Bureau of Public Roads, the AppalachianCommission, and National
Park Service. Mr. Ward named J. T. Anderson his representative,

Mr. Fleming was appointed to represent the Appalachian Regional
Camnission, Mr. Whitten appointed Mr. J. L. Obenschain to represent



the Bureau of Public Roads, and Mr. E. R. DeSilets was named to
represent the National Park Service and act as chairman of the
Task Force, Mr. P. B. Coldiron was named later to represent
Virginia on the comittee since no representative from Virginia
attended the meeting.

The Task Force met in Waghington on August 17 to begin their assign-
ment. The meeting in Washington was followed by a trip to the site
where members of the Task Force or their representatives made a
careful examination of the ground and observed,first-hand, the field
problems involved. Each was assigned a portion of the investigation
to do.

Mr. Jensen had asked for the Task Force report to be submitted on
September 1 for presentation to the same group who met on July 29.
It was soon discovered that the September 1 date could not be met
due to the inability of many of the key members to be present. It
was also soon determined that the task force investigations could
not be completed by that time. A new date of October 1k was
established for the target date to submit the report. The Tasgk
Force met again in Washington on September 30 to review their work
to date and to formlate the preliminary layout and inclusions

for this report.

In the meantime, many problems developed. The first problem that
confronted the committee was establishing historical background data
for elevations of the original Gap and its appearance, Through the
aid of Park Historian Abelson, of the park staff, and others in

the Southeast Regional Office, this was accomplished. The second
problem, one that provided most concern, was a matter of limits

of existing right-of-way for the present Highway 25E. Through the
aid of Clifford J. Herriman, Chief of National Park Service Office
of Land and VWater Rights, the limit of right-of-way was established
as generally 80 feet in width. It should be noted that the width
varies according to topographic changes.¥ A third problem concerned
the handling of facilities for Cudjos Cave operated and maintained,
through agreement with National Park Service, by Lincoln Memorial
University, Cumberland Gap, Tennessee, This problem, as yet, is

not completely solved. Statements from the university concerning
their clearance of Virginia Highway plans for relocating the gift
shop and parking area have not been obtained, at the time this

report was assembled, The fourth problem concerned additional studies

by the Kentucky Highway Department for the location of the proposed
tun.ne 1 °

* See letters dated September 22, 1966, and September 29, 1966, and
record telephone conversation of September 29, 1966, in the appendix.
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TASK FORCE REPORT
VIRGINIA PROPOSAL

Plans have been developed for improving Route 25 to a four lane divided
facility from the Tennessee State Line to the Kentucky State Line.

The alignment generally follows along the existing road with a minor
relocation in the vicinity of Cudjo Cave. In this area, we propose to
shift our alignment to the south in order to place all facilities per-
taining to the operations of the Cave, parking and curio shop, on the
north side of the road to eliminate the pedestrian crossing of Route 25.

A short section of this route, 0.2 mile in length, from the Tennessee
State Line north is presently under construction in conjunction with
the project in Tennessee,

From the project under construction to the Kentucky State Line the
plans are for the most part complete,

The National Park Service recently submitted to this office two (2)
schemes for relocating Route 25 to the south in the Cudjo Cave area.
These schemes provide for a greater shift in alignment than that
proposed on our road plans, :

These proposals would place a portion of this relocation on a trestle
and differ only in the amount of shift to the south., We estimate
Scheme I to cost approximately $425,000 and Scheme II to cost
approximately $490,000.

Insofar as our road plans are concerned, we could tie in to either
scheme without too much difficulty. However, additional survey data
would be required., These schemes, also, are considerably more expensive
than our proposed method of development shown on the plans,

The Kentucky Department of Highways have been studying the possibility
of providing a tunnel at the Gap Proper in order that the Gap can

be restored to its original appearance. The lengths of the various
tunnels vary from 4800 feet to 750 feet depending upon the alignment
proposed. ' _

Of the various proposals for a tunnel it appears that the 750 foot
tunnel would be the most acceptable to us., This would involve
approximately 1300 feet of relocation to the south of the existing
road to which our location could be adapted.

Qur construction estimate on the plans presently proposed is
approximately $285,000. _
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Dear Mr. DeSilets:

In accordance with our agreesment at the mesfting in
g g

- ——
Action Taken: Date:

Mr. Obenschain's office on September 30, 1966, we are attarhing
our Virginia portion of the report to be presented to the special
group concerned with the preservation of the Cumberland Gap in
WVashington on Friday, October 14, 1966,

Due to the lack of time, we have been unable to
secure 35 nm slides of an oblique asrial view of the Gap from
Virginia and Kentucky. We will, however, arrange to do this as

soon as possible.

: We are bringing with us a transparency showing the
vertical view of the Gap, together with stereo pairs showing a
vertical view of the Gap. We are azlso bringing with us to the
meeting cross sections of Station 1048 to the Kentucky State Line.

As you requested, we have made a guick estimate of the

cost of the longer line utilizing a 150' trestle. This cost has
been estimated to be $490,000. You will recall that the short line

using 150! trestle was estimated to cost $425,000.

I will accompeny Mr. A. K. Hunsberger, Director of
Engineering, who will represent Mr. D, B. Fugate at this meeting.

Should there be any additional information which we
could supply, we would be happy to undertake it. ¥We are looking
forward to seeing you on October 14th.

. -Yours very truly,

= ' . }‘) ,'7 e
250/ 15 S CIY N
e & K- Uunsberger — P. B. Coldiron
o T Location and Design Bngineer
A HIGHWAY IS AS SAFE AS THE USER MAKES IT
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MEMORANDUM TO:
FROM:

SUBJECT:

ThlS is in reference to your memorandum of September 12,

/,Lj ‘/./Z/
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY &zé;'

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS
FRANKFORT

September 16, 1966

Chief
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Mr. Eugene R. DeSilets,
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Special Task Force Report on Improvem

US Highway 25-E through Cumberland Gap

1966,

and our telephone conversation of this date regarding the sub- /
mission of our preliminary study of this project prior to the

next scheduled meetlng of the committee on September 30,

1966.

Mr. Hatter has completed his review of this project for the
Kentucky Department of Highways as outlined in our last meeting

at Cumberland Gap.

This study includes three basic schemes,

all

of which include the improvement of US 25-E from Cumberland Avenue
in Middlesboro to the end of construction in Virginia.
of the improvement of US 25-E in Virginia was furnished by the
Virginia Department of Highways.

Scheme A

The cost

Using existing grade and alignment and widening to four lanes
with a median width varying from 4 ft. to 16 ft.
on vertical curve through the Gap).

(40 mph design

Kentucky - 1.3 miles - $589, 000
Virginia - 0.6 miles - $285,000
Total Estimated Construction Cost $874,000



Mr Eugene R. DeSilets -2- ' 9—16466

Scheme B

Using existing grade and alignment and widening to four lanes
with a median width varying from 4 ft. to 16 ft. This scheme
is the same as Scheme A except the stopping sight distance
through the Gap is 50 miles per hour which requires an 11 ft.
cut in the existing grade at the top of the vertical curve.

Kentucky - 1.3 miles ’ - $615,000
Virginia - 0.6 miles - $300,000
Total Estimated Construction Cost - $915,000

Scheme C

Using existing grade and alignment and widening to four lanes
with a median width varying from 4 ft. to 16 ft. except at
the Gap where a 750 ft. rigid frame, cut and cover tunnel is
proposed on new alignment.

Kentucky - (Cumberland Avenue in Middles-
boro to the tunnel) 1.23 miles $550,000

Virginia -~ (Approaches to the tunnel)0.53 mi. $275,000
750 ft. rigid frame tunnel - $2,600,000
Total Estimated Construction Cost- $3,425,000

I am enclosing herewith revised preliminary plans which show the
new alignment of the tunnel and the revised grade which conforms
to the suggested alignment and grade made by the Virginia Depart-
ment of Highways. This revised alignment at the tunnel makes it
necessary to restrict the traffic on US 25-E to two lanes through

the Gap during construction.

We have investigated the feasibility of using a structure with a
center pier rather than the single spans as originally planned.
Our Bridge Division has indicated that the two structures would
cost approximately the same per lin. foot; consequently, the
single span scheme would be more economical due to the difference

in over-all width.



Mr. BEugene R. DeSilets -2- | : 9-16-66

This completes my initial committee assignment outlined in your
memorandum of August 26, 1966. My schedule for the Septembér 30,
1966, meeting in Arlington is as follows: Arrive Washington
National Airport at 11:06 a.m. and leave Washington National Air-
port at 7:00 p.m. If you should have any questions prior to this
meeting, please advise.

JTA:mfn
Enclosure
cc-Henry Ward

J. L. Obenschain
P. B. Coldiron



NATIONAL PARK SERVICE PROPOSAL

Having reviewed the historic background for Cumberlend Gap Qnd the
establishment of the historic elevation, the National Park Service
prepared studies showing the extent of restoration requirements that
this Service will undertake, The objective is to restore the gap

8s near to its original form as possible from available evidence,
Upon campletion of this f£ill, the area will be covered with the
necessary topsoil and fertilizers to aid in the reforestation and
cover of the area.

The Service was fortunate to have on hand a series of historie
photographs showing the condition of the Gap at various times in
the middle of the 1800's until the present time.¥

In order to provide an adequate plant material screen at each end
of the tumnel which, though adequate, becomes somewhat limited in
view of the terrain imvolved. The plantings are envisioned to aid
nature in its reforestation of this area by planting a skeleton of
larger trees indigenous to the area and supplemented by an under-
story planting of smaller sappling material and shrubs. With a
careful molding of the area and a restoration of the forest cover,
the Service believes that the impression of the original gap can
be achieved,

It should be pointed out that the improved 4-lane highway will still
be exposed, leaving the tumnel at either end as a modern transportation
feature in this area. Despite this condition, it is believed that

the visitor can gein some impression of the wilderness experience

as seen by Daniel Boone and Walker in their early explorations through
the restoration work outlined above.

It also should be pointed out at this time that the Service will
provide a spur road and parking area, in the vicinity but out of
sight of the gap, to permit visitors to walk on a trail into the
historic scene. This trail will also permit the visitor to visit
the recently completed tri-state shelter at the nearby peak where
the three states join in & common point. Also, the original wilder-
ness road will be recreated through the Gap permitting the visitor
to walk on about the location trod by the pioneers in their trek
westward,

It is well to reiterate that the Cumberland Gap National Historical
Park was established to ccumemorate this event of westward expansion
by the restless pioneers in the later 1700"s; that the Master Plan
considerations have consistently advocated the abolition of the
present highway in the Gap area itself., This objective continues

to be the Service's policy and remains its present position. The
Service thoroughly recommends that no further additional scar to

the existing landscape of this exciting area be considered,

% See Appendix - FPhotographs



In summary, the Service proposal is to restore the ground form as
near to the original as humenly possible, reforest areas through
the planting of trees and shrubs and to install the necessary
interpretive facilities to provide the park visitor with the best
historic expanse possible in this area,
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IMPROVEMENT TO HIGHWAY 25E AND RESTCRATION
OF HISTCRIC CUMBERLAND GAP

SUGGESTED IDEAL SOLUTION
CUMBERLAND GAP TUNNEL PROFILE
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CUDIOS CAVE VICINITY

VIRGINIA HIGHWAY PLANS -~ SHOWING CHANGES IN
R.0.W. REQUIRED FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION OF 25E (3 SHEEIS)
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A.

B.

D.

E.

PART IV

COST ESTIMATES

Estimates of Virginia Portion

Estimate of Kentucky Portion

Estimate for Tunnel

Estimate for National Park Service Portion

Summary



CONSTRUCTION ESTIMATE

A. VIRGINIA

1.

2.

Normal Planned Widening (0.6 Mile)

Use of Revised NPS Scheme No.I with
use of 150 Foot Trestle & 450 Foot
Approach Fill

Use of Revised NPS Scheme No. I with
600 Trestle and Approaches

Use of Revised NPS Scheme No. 2 with
Trestle and Approaches(Estimated by NPS)

B. KENTUCKY

1.

2.

3.

Normal Plammed Widening (1.3 Miles)

Improving of Profile Through Gap (Distance
of 1,23 Miles)

Using Profile to Approach Tunnel

C. TUNNEL

(Supplied By Kentucky Hwy. Dep't)

D. RESTORATION OF GAP -~ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

SUMMARY

Total Cost for Preservation & Restoration of Gap
(Using the Items Bearing the Most Economical Cost
Estimate Envisioned to Obtain the Desired Obgectlve

and Marked by Asterisks)

The Total Cost is 687,000

$ 285,000

610,000%
900,000

1,900,000

589,000

61 5 » 000

550,000 ¥

2,600,000%

927,900%



SUPPLEMENTARY CONSTRUCTION ESTIMATE
BY NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
INTERPRETIVE FACILITIES

TRATIL SYSTEM - $17,700
PARKING AREA AND ENTRANCE ROAD 25,000
BULLDING 32,000
PLANTING FOR INTERPRETIVE AREAS 14,900
UTILITIES 19,800

TOTAL INTERPRETIVE FACILITIES $109, 400
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SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

t

The Task Force Committee meeting in Washington on September 30, 1966,
agreed that their findings should be made into this special task force
report stating the problem, outlining the various conditions on the
site and the factors surrounding achievement of the objectives. The
Committee agreed that it would not be in a position to recommend
financing, rather it would present cost estimates as necessary to meet
the objective; both economical and ideal desires included., The
Committee therefore recommends that:

1. The use of a 750 foot tunnel, with approximately 400 feet located
in Kentucky and 350 feet located in Virginia, be accepted as the
minimal structure required to permit restoration of the Gap.

2. The alignment on the Kentucky portion of the improvements to
the highway be generally along the existing road except in those
places involving additional scars to rock slopes.

3. The Virginia Highway Department accept the recommendations of the
National Park Service to adjust their alignment in such manner to
provide adequate space for facilities to operate Cugjos Cave is
required by Lincoln Memorial University and to hold 2 minimum
furtvher cut into the existing rock slopes adjacent to the present
highway.

4. The National Park Service accept the responsibility to re-establish
the historic gap as near to its natural fomand historic scene as
possible. That interpretive facilities be provided for the visitor
to enjoy the gap in the proper mamnmer.

5. A solution be determined for financing these improvements by all
agencies involved.



B.

c.

PART VI

APPENDIX

Historic Data
Historic Fhotographs
Pertinent Correspondence and Reports

Land Status and Deeds
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Memorandum s

To: Chief, Design and Construction, PSG |- -~irse—< G
FoTp bN  ARCH. NG, ]
From: Acting Assistant Regional Directéss Operations
. . Aztbrn Token! V:‘:‘:"
Subject: Data for proposed reconstruction|oi Cumberland Gap
v{] % AR DE TS T

While in SERO last week Mr. DeSilets reque“ted information.on! the
probable needs for reconstruction of Cumberland Gap following the
proposed relocation of Highway 25E, Enclosed is a copy of the
outline just received from Cumberland Gap giving the basic infor-
mation as they now see it,

Undexr Part Two - Visitor Center Facilities, you will note that
most of the items, such as the comfort station and exhibit shelter,
parking area, trails, etc., will not be involved in the physical
reconstruction of the Gap itself. These features will be treated
in the project only as related developments,

We call particular attention to the two items listed under IV,, as
being very pertinent to both the construction and interpretation of
the Gap. Actual restoration work will require considerable addi-
tional research to insure that the final restoration is as near to
the original as available information dictates, and we are suggest-
ing to the Park that they re-submit RSP’'s for this work,

Secondly, provision should be made for relocation or burial of the
existing communication and power lines through the Gap, continued
existence of which would destroy the very scene which we are trying
to recreate by the Gap reconstruction,

D

T Mikell © L

{// ///
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September 3, 1966

. -
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Memorandum
To: ~ Reglonal Director, Scutheast Region
From: Superintendent, Cumberland Gap

Subjecti Data for proposed reconstruction of Cumberland Gap

The subject report is in outline form, The time factor precluded
formal documentation since all available time was used to check and
gecure as much local information and material as possible.

Part One ~ Toposzraphic Data

¥, BElevation

A, 1675 feet
1, 1886, James Lane Allen, see attachment #1

B, 1648 feet
1. 1901, Benchmark location cannot be established, see
attachment #2 .

11, Contour Maps .

A, 1891, USGS Topographic Map
1. Cumberland Gap, Ky., Va. & Tenrn. Quaaranﬂle
2. Interval 100 feet scale 1 - 125,000
3, 1935 Reprint in August 30, 1937 Report on Proposed Cumber-
land Gap Hatilonal Park
a., Plate 128

B, 1930, USGS Topographic Map
1. Middlesboro, Ky., Va. & Tenn, Quadrangle
2, Interval 50 feet scale 1 - 62,500
3. See Report on Proposed Cumberland Gap ¥ational Park
a. Plate 129

C. L & N Raflroad may still. have topographic data of Gap frcm
1889 tunnel econstruction,




- ‘ - - - i

11X, Photographs - Early Gap landscape

A, Nine captions 8 x°10's
B, Attachments 3 to 11

C. Two additional photos to be mal

Part Two - Visitor Center Facllities

1. Roads and Tralls

A, Two~lane access road from Pxnnacle road
B, Gap parking area
1, 80 to 50 cars depending on available space
C. VWilderness Trail - Gap to Iron Furnace
1. Reroute existing trail at the Gap making a partial loop
using existing Wilderness Road Trail
D. Tri-State Trail .
E. Indian Rock and Wilderness Road Traxl
1. Gap Interpretation Shelter to Indian Rock
2, Establish Canebrake in swamp above and in existing Tri-
State parking areca

11, Interpretive Shelter

A, Coumfort Stations
1. This ares will serve 3 trails for extended stay and will
be chief access to Wilderness Road and Iron Furnace
2, Sewer, water, and electricity

B. Small Office and Storage
1. Projected heavy use indicates need for minimum staffing
facilities should be provided,

. €, Covered outdoor exhibit space for a minimumn of 5 panels or
cases,

D. Interpretive Exhibits - 7°
1. Statement of Significance
2, First White Men
&, Gabriel Arthur, 1674 <« Thonmas walker, 1750
3. long Kunters
§, Panel
a2, Wilderness trail map showlng Gate  City to Boomnesboro,
from Virginia original source if possible.
b. Warrior's Path
s, Life Line
a, Clark, Hamilton, Knntucky Settlement
b. Wagon trail West 1795 - 1810 Paak Travel



e . - 3
.
H 2]

111,

6, ©Cap Alterations
a. 1863 Civil Var Bridge and roads
b. 1908 Object lesson road
‘e, 1889 Railroad tunnel
d. 1923 relocation
e. 1950 relocation
7. Gap Tunnzl and Restoration

Trailside Exhibits

A, Wildernmess Trail - Iron Purnace

1. Start of Self-guide trail - Routed marker sﬁmxlgr to

Smokies
B, Tri-State Trail

1. Start of self-guide trail - Routed - Covered - oﬁOﬂieS

¢, Indian Rock
1. Cast Aluninum Sewah type at D.A.R. M
D. Virginia Highway Tunnel Portal

1. Cast aluainua picture of original view 1800

2. Natural Visitor focal point
3, Megsage repeater
E. Kentucky Highway Tunnel FPortal
1. Cast aluyainua original scene 1800

Other

A. Historical and I

atural History Rescarch Froject

1. Teanm Study - Historian, Geologist, Faturalist and Land-

gcape architect

B. Underground burlal for existing telephone, electrxcal and

telegraph lines in Gap.

~

SIGHED

Joszph Kulesza
Superintendent

Enclosures 11



schment #1)

Bell County and the Yellow Creek Valley serve to illustrate the, incalculable
mineral and timber resources of eastern Kentucky. Our road at times cut
through forests of magnificent timbers--oak (black and white), walnut (black
and white), poplar, maple, and chestnut, beech, lynn, gum, dogwood and elm,
Here are some of the finest coal-fields in the known world, the one on Clear
Creek being fourteen feet thick., Here are exceedingly pure’cannelicoals
and cooking coals, At mo other point in the Mississippi Valley are iron
ores suitable for steel-making purposes so close to fuel so cheap., With
an eastern coal-field of ten thousand square miles, with an area equally
large covered with a virgin growth of the finest economic timbers, with
watercourses feasible and convenient, it cannot be long before all eastern

. Kentucky will be opened up to the great industries of the modern world,
Enterprise has already turned hither, and the distinctiveness of the moun-
taineer race has already begun to disappear. The two futures before them
are, to be swept out of these mountains by the in-rushing spirit of contend-
ing industries, or to be aroused, civilized, and developed.,

I ) | THROUGH CUMBERLAND GAP ON HORSEBACK L

1
(

Long before you come in sight of the great Gap, the idea of it dominates
the mind, At length, while yet some miles away, it looms up, sixteen
hundred and seventy-five feet in elevation, some half a mile across from
erest to crest, the pinnacle on the left towering to the height of

twenty-five hundred.

It was late in the afternoon when our tired horses began the long, winding,
rocky climb from the valley to the brow of the pass, As we stood in the
passway, amid the deepening shadows of the twilight and the solemn repose
of the mighty landscape, the Gap seemed to be crowded with two invisible

l and countless pageahts of human life, -

James Lane Allen was a College Professor in
Mathematics and Latin beside being a noted
author, which should lend credence to hlS
relisbility.

lJames Lane Allen, Harper's New Monthly Magazine, Volume LXXIII, June 1886
(New York: Harper & Brothers, 1886), pages 65-%66 .
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FROL. LIDDLUSSCAC ALONG HICEWAY NOATH 4.9 LILES, THENCE EAST

UP CLE:K FUKK TG POINT 8 LILES HOATHZAST OF mIDDLLSﬁCRO

CHECKING OLD SPUR LINE.CF 1503 UP CLEAR FORK.

- Middlesboro3 l.2 i, NE. of, on SV, abutment to Yellow Creek

RR.-bridge, SE. cor. of steel girder basej cross cut,

painted "B, K, 1135" 1,134.90 —

Teana b ovan o aded Mot loi WA 1oirits @ A pen TeT A B MIn A S MAT AN ST AT B




. . ‘ U"JIT‘D STATES COAST AND GEODITIC SURVEY
l . s . Descriptions of Trieagulation Staticns.

¥INTZR (con:inued) :
Level School, co‘x:irue .95 =i1le to fork, turn rizht, go 0.05
. pile to anos re- fork, tusn cight again, go 0.45 pile to forkx,
e turn left, go 0.1 nile to fork at tara of Allen Yeary,. turn
s right and go 0.05 mile to end of truck travel at sharp 1a°t turn.
Go up hill <o top of ridge and wagon road, follo® rcai along top
of ridze to saddle between two Xnods and ste...io'\ site,

= A N
YINTER (U.5.6.5.) (Lee County,Va.,M.A.H »'1934)-"’"%55‘)' a
standard disk of '.mited Szates Geological Survey set in fla
stone on surnmit of cultivated field belonginz to Carter p.uoxs,
83?. 9 feet in nzi:uth 131°G1'55", from station MINTER,

W
FORGZ (U,$.G.S.) (Clatbarne Co.ml:v an., Y.
Station 1s ebout 4 miles ST of Cumbderlani an. evout 1°1/2 miles SW
of Forge School, on ~o:ge 2idze (a low, bare, *c_..dw! ¥noll),
adout 25 yards T of W edge of knoll, near pex of triangwliar

l plot of uxcul.tivated land, and 103 feet SSE of o-imh walntt with

1934)--

triangalar blaze,

Statlon merk Is United States Geoleglcal Survey disk in
buried granite post.

Refererce zark Xa.l 1is in rock outc*cp at S edzge of sucnit
and 167.28 feet froz station in &zfrmuth 332954t

Reference rark No.2 is in buried g"a.,_te ncet at edge of
suzziit and 35.89 feet from station in azimuth 23°05¢,

* Azlnuth pask {s in burled Tock on acdloining ¥noll, at N
edge of cultivated fleld, about 10D yards Eu= o“ tarn, 83 feet W
of ¥ ekge of woods, 4 fect S of ceater line of fieid rcad, and
about 0.5 mile from statlon in azimuth 235 7'53‘11" Statians
V"‘(GI‘«L\ COENER 2 end PINNACLE (U.S 3 are visidle frox ground.

To reach froz junction of L‘a. Lzhway 25 E &nd U.S. High-
l woy 98, follow U.S, Highway 58 T 2.7 miles, tirn right onto

macadsan T—*cad, go 0.15 cile to fo:‘:\, turn left and follow main
read 4 miles, wrn right arcund Ferge Sehool Building {briek),
ecntinue 0,8 _..’e on zsin road to cross read, turn righs up grede
go 0.9 mile, turn onto rizht fork of fielc road, zo 8.1 =ile, \:“"n
onto anotkher right fork and follow din resd to top of knoll and
station stte,

PRSI
' PO

PINNACLE (Bel l Cou.n.ty Xy.,=-Lee County,Va.,d,H.3.,2 -‘3)—-5 ta-
tion is abou: 1/ e X of and 1/4 =ile adave town ol Ct
Gap, ca or rezr ¥i ir.:a- (entucky boundary line, and on
facir X% 2003 "ees, frem SZ corner of “F ':mc‘e &)

Stat‘on park was drill hole at '"'e-5>c:-cq of =S and I¥

I groevas with letters "U.S.C.5." cut in rock. In 1633, it was re-

ported nnst TocX bearing station mark had beccze detach
zass and hed fallen over sice of mountain. Station PINIACLE
{U.s. G.S.) has bean established nearby.

RIS L.

i R
PINIAZLE (U.5.6.5.) (321l County,Ky.,~Lee Ceur

l1934)——5:s:‘_on is on or n2ar State Line be #een

o
nd Gazy

Virginie, on sharp peE_L' cn 2 side2 of Cusber

"Tne Pirnacle™, 1.9 miles by Scenic Eignway Irom po

Bighway 25 E passes t.nrcuzh £4p, on 8 edze ol sur t,

W of slanting rock outcrop, and near sits of staticn ?
Staticn zark iz stendaté United States Geslogical

. bench mark disk stamped WPINNACLE 1933Y set ir Grill nhole

. ledge., Ralererce 4s are standard United States Geclocgfca
Survay bYanch zas

Refe:‘grce Zat 0.1 {s in bedrock at ?i' ead m"

RBeferen Cn zak N0.2 -s 15 cu».c-c_:' (4
i ceater of su==iz, cn _5 side of path t ca
station i azizuch 156°59¢, Szatlon VI T«G ‘~' inle

| from ground, o
i . ('.I.-.u.S ) (3ell County.Xy.,~-lea County,va.,M.A.H.,

«¢2938)~-Yew statlon za a stendard

| : PUINACLE 1934" 32t 4n a roci ledge on surmit
a s.a‘:— 2 2 sid2 of Cuz e-lax.u. Jap, &nown as "The
Pir.nacle". -,ud in good condition. It 4s 2n the S edge

of surmit 21a t 3 of an ou c-op;‘." leaz2 of rock and ,0.2 fzat
¥ of a s‘an.m_; TeQX suterol. Jerefice £arzs were 2150 re-
in B
aa

coverad In good csniitlen. 5 COANER whieh wis 2sed as ars
azirutn 6l Zourd 2s described, 4n goad ceiiditis
To Tacn on .;c_..-: Highway at polst
Bighway 25 = ugh Cumbariand, a £allow :cer.!.c
wzy to nesr :op. s distance ol aoptoxmatv‘y 1.9 ziles.
l;.s located zpproxizately 100 ysrds 2 of end of h:gt.»ay at nighast

oint on ridze.

YI2GINIA COFLER (?ell Cot.nt,..().,a H.3.,1893;%.2 1934) ~
Near corner scrzon o States cf r:ue.q "i“gi:\-z. a .-,_m.:see.
® :ou» 100 feet 5W of point of N.\.::e. on ¥ side of *ac.{bon» af
dge.
Po reach from ¥idllestaro, Xentucry, §3 I about 4 ziles on
. Bighes "5 £ ro Cunterland Gsp, ard end of
ollaw Loxil up rilge to S abzut 1/2 mile to statinn size.

Station ..a"e 18 a &r11] hole at intarsactiich ¢
grooves wily iett:rs “U.5.0.8." cut in N face of

g elge cal;.ed {1 393) "'Hr,;‘r\iu Staze Carner® or
!a ZaTks were on roog before station wes ea.ablis

w3 CUT=-StO: v =onusents 10 vielinity of Cun
'a\n. Belween Lrocks o
roxizately 975 mele
3G “*m statlinn PI
= s'.a -:n. On N fase of

230 feet to st T Shis
on § face are naces oF fleld parsy - words
(3emiett) belng lezitle,

w3 7
Yi{rginia) Cora
"\.".—.ee- and * Rearett",

¢t Huntingtonv, W.Vg., to Peznlngton Gap, Va.
W. Va., 011.0, Ky., Ya. and Tenn. et

Nothing was le’u:le on otner faces of efther mosuzent. Station .
established 1s therefors not in accord with inseripligas on these .
moauzants, but ¥as § <TI0 Te ¢ cio"‘t‘ FeCoZnized COILSr COWTOR ¢
to s».a:-‘s of .\er.'"c:/, ’fir;.nia and Tennessee.

I 53+ station VIRGINIA CC 2 evas estab‘.‘.srud 26.470
metars (ec.o~ feet) fros statiorn ta azizuth &°2

e e ) | e L

N e
. WEAR AW i
VIRGINIA CORNER 2 (Lee County,Va.,-3all County,¥y.,~Claiborns
County,Tern.,%.A.H.,1934) ~-At corner ccmton to statas of Kenu..c s
Jirginia and Tennaszsee, or backiona of ridze, in
%bout ) le2k 2 of power line, 11.4 fect K2 c" 10-inch ¢ n
trisngular blaze, and 12.2 feet IS of irianzular ‘nr‘iﬂ.ed .oc.\.
Station is ma rxed by standard bronze al sk set in concrata
frustuz of pyramid, 12 by 12 by 4 irchss, which row zarks correr
of stetes,

Raference parks are standard dronze d C¥ OLISrcps.

Reference rmark %No.1 is fluzh with sur cund, on Jdown~
wsrd 310p9 of side of rldge, 7.3 feat W of wastorn tip of tri-
anzular tnelined rock, and 19.95 feet from station in azizutn

1132347,
Reference o r; ‘a.e is slightly nighe:' than station, 9§ feet
BSE of tlack ozk which {s on crast of sldme, ani 24.03 c20t froa
station 13 ezizuith 209°31'. S5fation ¥ fa coalZR1s 25,470
maters (39.84 foot) frod stutlon in ezizush lw"zu'
Station PiiVACLE (U.5.G.5.) Ls visibla from 5:‘0‘.1.“':1.

To ~each froa Middlesboro, Xentucky, go T adcut 4 ziles on T.S.
Migavay 25 E to Cuzberland Gap and end of trusk travel. Follew =
trail vp ridze to S about 1/2 z=ile to station sita.

ﬁH&H
CYY CORNZR (Sell County,Xy.,-Claiborna Cous
,1934)--Station 1s about 2 mflss SW of
abous ¢ =iles SE of Widdlesboro, Xentueky, about
Fazilton S»r 5, on ridgs ol Cmbarlan* Hountatn,
before it ®Lrops aif ‘a:*dly, sl 1y on western
susposed o be closz2 Lo corner comson to states of
Teanessee, and in 1893 was 6 reet 5 inchas 8§ 11 S
Station rau\ {s ¢rill hois 2 inches ceep at intersacii 2

N=S and Z~7 coves cut in largs rock. Rock L5 lettered "U.3.C.5.¢

on easter tace. Stone mentioned in L.‘.c"i;r.ic". On CUL=SL0T2 Mol
zent at Cumbarland Gap, as b._ ng "at 7 P ack caxs” could
not 2 tdentified wien 3% two relerencs
DATLS r-l an azlzu
Refarzace cark
slab of TacX fiush with 51.:‘1'3(:«_ of prownd, at
4 of tluff, abous 6 feet SY cf
37 fe-J. f:o.: sta:ic:: in sziliuth

X
1893;2.4

ridgs, §

CL_bemu'\'i
Ty 23 2), follaw
station '/'L:\\‘I\ A CORINZ
series of wrots ake

’ace a“ ‘J.x
ard disks !.n 4rill holes in
goad cor. ""0:1, as
To reach siatios
¢ap, turn § up trail to top of
tain over 3several Zn0bs cros"" "
gile § of kizhway and adout 2 ziles to
wnare ridge draps off wvery rajidiy.

Lt et
" CLINCE (Ualon Sounty,Tent. ,A.E3.,
is about 3 miles N2 of Corryton, atout ’ Secail,
adous 2 -‘le" ‘(- of ::’.ai" 2, P o
of w2 x.. o Clinmen ¥en

tdam
Linn

of L*.."” T 2

osSTe nertad
lineh ¥cuntalins.
tion < N-3
2Ly 4 zroumd with o

eatiny Just above :
Tnses reference zatks were drill holed in %3 Lnsicg
with 2-rows potiating toward station.
Reference zark No.l was 26 feat 8 &
zuth 315°25%; 0.2, 17 feet & inches, ‘.
21 Te=t 9 incre in azizuth 327354,
ware set in drill holes of statien I
Nos.l and 2. I 3
dasaribad as Lol 2rence merk No.l
aereta in %02 o Tack 4-fazt by 3 c
oy of ridze, abou: saze a’eva
:at'.s.’. n azizuth 31 °J3"
2ing rock ;-.eet by 3
ow- side and
fron Zafereace zar
dzi: l:*\ i G
Azimutl zerk estadiished in 193-. Ls stan
conarale La 1:~gf- guterapping rock atout 2 by 3
"eec atov2 jrouad, on W end of saza Zmobd a; szTatioz,
2 12-2nash :L ne tree, and 30 yards fros station inoazlzuln
13 7’-53’

B8iph
NG

=

Te reach froa Jurmction of U.S. ML
way 22 in Rulledge, 39 5 12 u"es on U
lofc -.'-‘3 “leas Lake" (which i1s 1.7 =} ;‘.h'.".a
way 11 2), tura tisht (%) o.’:.c Leas ta ard i3
T-road an laft at ::‘.:—;le ae
d‘r’: road C 31 :i




HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHS

B.




View of Cumberland Gap as visualized by H. Fenn. This painting was made about ten years
after the Civil War. The Pimmacle is on right, road in center foreground, and slope of
the Tri-state Peak on lef't,

|




View of Cumberland Gap, from Little Pimmacle. Date of this view is uncertain but it must
have been made in the micdle of the last century as there is very little of the city of
Cumberland Gap in the middle foreground of the view. Dark ravine in center right is more
than likely Iron FMurnace complex and stream from Cudjo's Cave.




View of Cumberland Gap from the south looking toward Kemtucky. Picture was made during
the Civil War. DBuilding in lower right foreground is still standing and it was used as
headquarters by the Union and Confederate Forces during the War. U.S, 25F makes a

o0 degree left turn (south) at the log building directly behind tree in front center

foreground,




Plcture taken in the early 1500's., Collwyn Street (main street) of Cumberland Gap,
Temmessee is more than likely the road that is'visible in left foreground of picture,
The talus slope of Pimmacle Mountain is to the right of the view and on the left is
the beginning of Tri-state Pesk,




P

View of the Saddle of Cunberland Gap taken in 1889, View is from south side of Pimmacle
Moumtain looking through the Cap toward Temnessee, Road in foreground is coming out of
Kemtucky and passing under the bridge to south side of mowntain. The two buildings in
upper right center are cm north side of Tri-state Peak. Valley in upper background is
the Powell Valley of Temmessee with Poor Valley Ridge discernible as the far ridge in the
background. Notch in Poor Valley Ridge in the upper left background is where U.S, 25E
passes through the Ridge and on south toward Tazewell, Temmessee,




Pinmacle Mountain

View is of Pinnacle Mountain looking North. U.S. 25E may be seen in cemter of photograph,
Tile factory in right portion of picture was founded about 1920 and remained in production
until the end of 1945 or 46. The house in right foreground is the Baumgardner House.
Houses below U.S. 25E are no longer present and were removed before Park was established
in 1955, Railroad in center of picture is still located as when comstructed, Old
Wilderness Road was located directly behind the factory and the mound of earth in the

lef't portion of picture,




C. PERTINENT CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORTS
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UNITED STATES
DERARTMENTCNTTHEINT
‘NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Cumberland Gap National Historicz¥ ba
- _ - P,0, Box 840
N REPLY REFER TO: Middlesboro, Kentucky 409657
D30 »

| = . September 14, 1966
i |
’ Memorandum
{ Tos ~ Chief, EODC
‘ From: Superintendent, Cumberland Gap

Subject: U, S. 25-E Highway widening - Cumberland Gap /‘* ;?§~ i
sowmzt S . A'»_ / ]

4”'1// LA;-_
This refers to a September 9 telephone call fromuhnqzﬁégé"b R Déoilets
requesting follow-up action on information lacking subsequent to the
subject task force meeting at this Park on August 19,

I was able to talk with Mr, Tom Fugate on September 11 regarding
Virginia highway contacts on the U,5. 25-£ widening around Cudjo's Cave
and wore particularly how it would affect the L.M.U. water reservoir.
Mr, Fugate said he had seen a plan of the road and as best as he could
remember a retaining wall would be constructed on the north side of the
water reservoir and the road relocation shifted south which would be
near the water reservoir. The cave parking area would be shifted to
the north side of the existing U.S5., 25-K and west of the cave entrance,
The plan for parking would more than double their present size., 7The
souvenir shop would also be shifted to the north side of U,S. 25-5.

Mr, Fugate advises that these plans are acceptable to Lincoln Memorial
University.

On aeptember 13 I met with Mr, D, L., Jones, Resident tngineer, Jonesv:.lle,
Virginia and discussed the U.S. 25-& plans with him, :

Mr, Jones advised me that he had submitted his plans to Mr. Coldiron.

Essentially what Mr, Jones proposes is just about identical to the last
set of road plans that were used at our meeting on August 19, a set of
which on that date was given to Mr, Desilets by L, R, McCabe.

On the plans submitted to the Richmond, Virginia Highway office, Mr,
Jones recommends or proposes to provide a 38 car parking area on the
north side of U,S. 25-E at approximate stations 1039 + 00 to about
station 1041 + 50, Also the plan of Mr. Jones proposes to move the
souvenir shop to a corner of the parkxng area at about station 1039 + 00,
(The attached tracing of the Cudjo's Cave area made from sheet 4 of the
Va. Project 0025-052-002 ¢ 501, RW-102 shows in red dotted lines the
approximate proposed parking area and relocation of souvenir shop)

.
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,arklng area and relocation of the souvenir shop Jome-
_#s the plan advanced by the Park service (>outheast Region,
) . of 2, Drawing No. NHP CG 3114, dated February 15, 1966).
_ plan of the Virginia Highway Uepartment will result in a cut of

';;bout 30 feet or more into the mountain but Mr. Jones says this cut
-~ will be in loose material which will require no blasting.

The Virginia Highway Department plans (Project 0025-052-002) also
calls for cuts into the mountain between station 1028 + 00 and 1032 +

00 (approximate), ,

Here at the Park we were hopeful that additional cuts into the mountain,
whether in loose material or rock, could be avoided, We are still of
the opinion that these cuts might be avoided by the shifting of U.5.
25-E slightly further to the south. We realize however that the feasi-
bility of this is an engineering decision,

Mr, Jones advises that he has not received any road or tunnel plans
from the Kentucky Department of Highways since our meeting on August 19 -
and because of that he cannot revise his plans for U,5., 25-& west of
station 1028 + 00 until such plans are received.

This is a layman's summary of the information requested by Mr. Desilets
and we will be glad to further explain any parts of it that may not
be clear from a professional view,

r"“\\~ [ N S .
_.Joseph Kulesza *?3.\\\\\\\ﬂ‘
Enclosure /4'Super1ntendent ™~

ec: Mr, Dedilets
SERO
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S 5P 22 1648
UNITED STATES i

DEPARTMENT OF THE n\r\%{_;_
NATIONAL PARK SERVIQE=[1oc

SOUTHEAST REGION, P. 0. BOX 10008
FEDERAL BUILDING, RICHMOND, ==

IN REPLY REFER TO:

D30-DP  SEP 21 1S —
S=SER(D) e r —
S e
Memor andum : | Action Takem; e
To: Chief, Design and Constructiom, PSC

Attention: Chief, Division ofi.Development Planning
and Project Control

From:  Assistant to the Regional Director, Development

Subject: Proposed improvements to U,S., Highway 25-E,
Cumberiand Gap
>
Pursuant to our telephone conversation, I telephoned to Mr,
Tom Fugate of Ewing, Virginia, regarding our desire to have
a written statement from appropriate authorities representing
Lincoln College and Cudjo'’s Cave concerning the acceptability
of the road work to be accomplished in the vicinity of Cudjo's.
Cave, Mr, Fugate said he had received a letter from John
Harwood, Chief Engineer of the Virginia Department of High-
ways, enclosing a study plan which would be acceptable to the
Lincoln College and Cudjo's Cave interests and which would
provide double the amount of parking they now have at the
Cudjo's Cave area, He advised, however, that the Highway
Department bad informed him that they would be unable to pro-
vide final plans until other matters which might have an in-
fluence on the road location and design had been resolved.

I thanked Mr, Fugate for this information and told him we

. would advise Mr, Coldiron that it would be necessary to
provide appropriate prints of the final plans for the road
work in the vicinity of Cudjo's Cave to the proper Lincoln
College authorities so that we could obtain a written con-
currence from them, Mr, Fugate said this would be fine and
we should ask Mr, Coldiron to have the plans sent direct to

- him,

(%@_f/ Vsl

W, E, O'Neil, Jr. o
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I MEMORANDUM TO:

I FROM:

. SUBJECT :

This is in reference to your memorandum of September 12,

Development P 3 ng d Project Contr

#5721

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY &2%?,

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS
FRANKFORT

September 16, 1966

P.S.C.-D. &C.
SEP 21 9853

b

_—

d".n

Eslm’*ﬂ ‘ere

r—L—h.-&: P»zn%:—\._.ﬁ.
e | Site Dav,

- Prn} Contr,
Chizf, Desiom

La. A2CH. ENG.

-‘%‘.J

g

| Calef, Corat.

s __gaﬂt Adm. Compl. Safet
Yoo, §.3P2C8°. LA, ARCH. EN3,

Mr. Eugene R. DeSilets, Chlef

e § Conge, Supvs.
o ARG ENG.

J. T. And , Projects Management En
Kentucky artment of Highways

Special Task Force Report on Improvemgnt of 7 {

US Highway 25-E through Cumberland Gap

e
.
ITEeT
_ Aﬁ*&uﬁkﬂm B Dateg
c L
P

y and our telephone conversation of this date regarding the sub- |
mission of our preliminary study of this project prior to the
next scheduled meeting of the committee on September 30, 1966.

er Hatter has completed his review of thls project for the -
Kentucky Department of Highways as outlined in our last meetlng

at Cumberland Gap.

This study includes three basic schemes, all

of which include the improvement of US 25-E from Cumberland Avenue

in Middlesboro to the end of construction in Virginia.

The cost

of the improvement of US 25-E in Virginia was furnished by the
Virginia Department of Highways. A

Scheme A

Using existing grade and alignment and widening to four lanes
with a median width varying from 4 ft. to 16 tt.
on vertical curve through the Gap).

Virginia - 0.6 miles -

Total Estimated Construction Cost

I . - Kentucky - 1.3 miles ‘ -

(40 mph design

- $589,000
$285,000

$874,000
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Mr Eugene R. DeSilets -2- " - : 9—16;66

. n
Scheme B

Using existing grade and alignment and widening to four lanes
with a median width varying from 4 ft. to 16 ft. This scheme
is the same as Scheme A except the stopping sight distance
through the Gap is 50 miles per hour which requires an 11 ft.
cut in the existing grade at the top of the vertical curve.

Kentucky - 1.3 miles ' - $615,000 -
Virginia - 0.6 miles - $300,000
Total Estimated Construction Cost - $915,000

Scheme C

Using existing grade and alignment and widening to four lanes
with a median width varying from 4 ft., to 16 ft. except at
the Gap where a 750 ft. rigid frame, cut and cover tunnel is
proposed on new alignment.

Kentucky -V(Cumberland Avenue in Middles- '
boro to the tunnel) 1.23 miles $550,000

Virginia - (Approaches to the tunnel)0.53 mi. $275,000
750 ft. rigid frame tunnel - $2,600,000
Total Estimated Construction Cost- - $3,425,000

I am enclosing herewith revised preliminary plans which show the
new alignment of the tunnel and the revised grade which conforms
to the suggested alignment and grade made by the Virginia Depart-
ment of Highways. This revised alignment at the tunnel makes it
necessary to restrict the traffic on US 25- -E to two lanes through

the Gap during construction.

We have investigated the feasibility of using a structure with a
center pier rather than the single spans as originally planned.
our Bridge Division has indicated that the two structures would
cost approximately the same per lin. foot; consequently, the ‘
single span scheme would be more economlcal due to the dlfference

in over-all width.




This completes my initial committee assignment outlined in §our
memorandum of August 26, 1966. My schedule for the September 30,

.1966, meeting in Arlington is as follows: Arrive Washington

National Airport at 11:06 a.m. and leave Washington National Air-
port at 7:00 p.m. If you should have any questions prior to this
meeting, please advise. :

JTA:mfn
Enclosure
cc-Henry Ward

J. L. Obenschain
P. B. Coldiron

Ar. Eugene R. DeSilets . 42—» _ _ iv'k 9—16—66-
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Mr, Fleming - w/prints

[ mp—

Mr, Schuster - w/prints .
Mr, O'Neil, Southeast Reglon

Ud
)

Supt,, Cumberlond Gap - v

. N AN s
/set of prints

Reg., Director, Southcast -

Mr,

Obenschain - w/prints

: -_ERDeSilets: sfe-

- Pollagelphis Planning and Scervice Center

' Design and Consiructicn

Philedelpiia, Pa, 19106
D30-DP
o W August 26, 19466 ;

1, P, B, Coldircn, Locaticon Design Engluser
Virginia State NLighney Devortment
Richmond, Virginia

In re: Speeicl Task Force, Improverents to Virginia Higlway 25T,
Cumberlond Cop National HHlstorical Pork
S e SN

Dear 1, Ccldiron:

Crr on-cite Inszecilcon lost Fridoy, of the Gmierlond Gep and
irproving U. S, lighwey 258 throuzn the (Gop, wos a mest tened

-~

»

2 - ot ISR FaXd L LT Ea I 5] L VYo T,
profuctive part of the first rceeting of the Tazk Force, I on sorsy
v Ao oad oot treab e wovoented v fren gilonding N Iy
JOU QUUAOS oG COOTILinCiued BICVeO el You Il CUvCILINT, A0, i, i,
2T P » Y - P - ¥
1xlobe, essisted by ikssrs, B, T, Cooke, J, G, Cales o3d D

.
cortainly did a fine Jjob representing your Dennrizornt,  They provided us

'L") L
with valuzble Information end sucgestions which I hope ean be incornoreied

.
Into tie special remort,
Fa)

f e L a Vil g sy e . oo S o -
Cudjos Cave, I showed your renrccentatives prints of

-
=
5 2 A% 8 Fa¥es] i B, N L S - > -
- prevered in s office lasy Febiuary suggesting an od jusiment in aligne

rent and relocation of the hizluroy to provide cdeguate space for o nes

A
gift shop and poriting ocrea ca the cave side ¢l the read, Iy request to
i, }eCabe, in tnis instonee, was for on estincte oa this suggested
revision vhich moy require the use of tresile type of constructi

existing conditien preblems prevent normal road consiruction orociices,

licne &t the reeting had seen these dravingg, 2lthough I was wder the
irpreasion thay they hod been forwarded 1o your Separirment for comment
saee roenths 270, ' S

Accordinzly, I am atiocehing two sets of prints of Cooment Stetch, Draving
tio, IIP-CG-3114, Adjusteent - Route 25E, 2 gheets for your uce cud
infernztion in preporing estinates for your poritica of the report., Thece
prints have been colered to malke them rore readable end wderstondadle,
I weuld oppreciate your coents cbout this proposal,

£ yeu need furither clarificetion about this idee, plecse do not hezitate
to call e, : -
Sincerely yours,

(88.) Tugens R Be 35ets

Eugene R, PeSilets, Chief, Cevelconront

Enclosures (2}

-

Planning end Project Control




Priladelphla Tleoning and Servica Ceater !
. Pegign end Ccn:truc&icn
Fail._ar'lph.a, ?3s 1°i

A‘J&U—rt 29, 3{36 '

' To: ¥Mr. J. T. Andevsen, Rentucky State Highway Departrent
- ¥y, P, B, Coldlven, ¥Virginia Stote Highway Ie parta ant
' o © - ¥r, Petrick Fleming, Av:al.,c‘zic x-a:i:\\.al Comnissi
. }ir. J. L. Cbensgchndn, Burcsa of ?z.blic -4 :'aw _
l Fyom: '(ii.ief, Davelepmant Plaznin .g a‘d Pmn:ct Centrol
Sihiact: Special Task Force Hesting, Second Part, at Ct;:.wrh.ngl
l - e Gap - Tuprovemsats to Y. S. Eigiwray 238 it
Except for Hessrs. Fishey aand Coldirem, the Spzcial Task ¥Forxca
trzvelled to Cusderlsnd GCap Hatiomal Historical Park on Thursday,
l Avzust 13, ond xesuoed thely teating fn the Buperintaplent’s
. ! office on 2‘;-\”,, August 19, at 10130 a.m, Er. Coldirca was
: represeatad by lr. L. Re ch&.e, Bead Dosign Znginear froo the
: l Richnond, ?irgnip ofifice of the Virainia Bighway Topartmant. Ho
: Fepreseatative of the Appalachia Reglesal Conmdssion was able to

gttend, This field useting iacl'..dc.a an on-sita faspectfon and

: yeviow of suvveys and State Dizhway plasainz to data. Thosa who
i l attendnd the second session ef the first peeting of the Special |
Task Pc»z:ce ara listed belows L% T Bhoa e SRR R N

g l Reutt cky Stzto I?{f:‘;z-mv Lapzricent ‘
! -
i( J. T. Acdersen, Project Hgnazement Engineer

¢t Hsn
C. ¥, h:.t ‘“r, Aset, Dirzctor Desisn
£ iz

_ 20 Znzinear o ek

Sireinfa Stata Hi-huay Pensartoent
D. L. Jones, Rezideat Engincer e
J. €. Cares, Survsy Party Direetor v R Aen e
B. T. Cocke, Assi. Distriet Eagimeer = -~ 77 70

l L. R. McCabe, Rozd Desiza Esginczer

v e e e T




[ —— e

N

-2« The neﬁé fav furt&:r study by the X ntnc?v i”u«ﬁ Depaytmenut &8
1 .
Y 2

T8 3 =

Bureau of Fubliec Reads 0 o et
i Regionedl Planning Engincer

LS T SRR P T e TT e AL

*

gggicnal Yark Serviee C
2. Joseph Kuleszs, Seperintendent, Cusberland Sep .
7o Lloyd A. Abelson, Chief Histerien, Cumberland Cap
2ol Begena R, DPzSiletz, Chief, Teveloprmont Plamning and
Projact Coatrol ?Lil« »1;&1 S Tvice Cﬁnter L e

@
B

eti ug rrvﬂalﬁd Certain prsblems wnich are 1ist 1d balcvgl

or extending the date fer su;vitting the yeport due to
n organizing the ceummitice @ad the need for wmore time

blc £CaK,

3. Tha rneﬁ fo fu"t aer study by the xlr“inin Fiau;av D purta,“t fcr_
the Jocation and aliznzent of the proposad hizhway widening fa the
vicivity of Dudjo's Cava izeluding the problen of tha concrate watex
resarvoly g¢lc“glng to L*ncola Yomg ripl QQ£v:rsity. o ’
4. The nzad to ascortaln oone rship ef lands adjaCfrt to hig:ysy rizaz-
of-vay &5 shown en the c*as;rmcti*n “Iuna cf the Virzienin uiguu“y
Departuent.

5. The vead to tle fleld surveys of bot th Keqtbcgy aﬂd Virgxnia
Bichway Departrents plgns togsthex so that 2ll concerved arz kept
pro erly {nfors ad. _ , C R

= @ Ea oV E PR S + Sty

T

6. Tha weed for cost data for restoration of the bistoric gap afterx
uel—»hir“'"y congtrection 4{nclulding cest ef Interpretive devalop-
zwnt. The need aleo includes historfesl reseurch €ata for estcblishing
eriginal gradss in tﬁa hi otlc gar.

L= T 5 Tt e

AccorJinﬂIy, i1t was zzreed thal the fellbﬁin? peopla would be Tespon~
sible fo* euthini daza *ﬂé angwars to the sbove questicns: ‘

Vol
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1. HMr, PeSilets will follcew up his telephone czll to Deputy '
. Azafsteat Dirscter Xruepey o oxtend thy date for the raport

through 2 formal request. . ... - . o 7
2. Mp. Andersom, Eent»c:y Hishwey Departrent with assistance :
from Hessrs., €. W. Hatter and E. v. Piltsh, would rastugy the tunnel

*

iccaticn nrcolen to elininste unnccessary scar and excavation.

3. hr. COILifbﬁ, Vir”inia L‘hawny yen~vtﬁant vita aﬂaiotunve fxam
¥essys. L. R, Faelabe, B. J. Ceocke, J. G. Gates 2ud D. L. Jeues,
would restudy tha prnbien involving zcesss aund psrking to Cudjo'’s
Cave snd rvolocaliion of the glft shopy less cut in exiating reﬁk
escarpusants; and rethods of censtruction in the vicinity of th
existing vater ¥ volr iacleding yep nt sndfer relecst ’::.
Sals aszignnmznt & §

bl
2 1s
in
Univexsizy to ssc
Cavy

zé

CYV aces
cludes contacts wiih cffi
poft ts

& T
erteln teral requirczonts of space fer n it
-7 ghop &t Cudjo’s Cava; space for Parniﬂﬁ cf cars zad sultoble walks
- ex tyalls to and frem the cave; and felurs plans for tha waley éis-
tributicn systen In view of changes oecurrl rg ¢a & result ef the
crastica of new water district to soerve saverzl towms in the valley.

&, My, DcSilets f2 to obtaln precis:
regavding highvey vishts-of-woy con
gad tha lands tvansferred to the lHat
ef the hipghway that belenss to the 5 vic a5d Lged fcr pa
“This information s to be secured from ha Oiflca ef Lat
Rights in the Hashinztoo Gervica Center.

H
m.
o
o]
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)
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s
it
e
YR
>
14
o
B
)
je]
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1y
1y
o]
rr
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X purpuses.
ad Water

C\Q

5. ¥r, J. €, Cates will ser
wveek of Ausest 22 to ceordin
trols for the hilghwey lvproveren infza Gzp a3 pleczned by States
of Kenlucky and Virzinia. Tﬁ Vz**iwia Elclway Depsrtoeal will
#djust their glans for the approuaches to the 7307 tunuel prepesed
by Eeatucky.

s exow to Cusberland Lap curi1 the
2 '3 5

establish vnif e.! Qun=

-
a
~¥
S
2o

U’f) 1) Ll\o

6. MNr. DeSilets will propare studles and estimates for the completa
resteration of the Gap and the lnterpretive developrent ineluding
gcceds, parkiag, trails ond exhibits., 1In ovder ta estadblish bis-
toric grades, the Rzalcaal and Park historfans will furnish neczssary
&ara through 1ﬁﬂ»ula£u rosaareh,

g#




In ordar to prepsre the Inltial draft of the report each pexson
should have his porticn ready by September §.

This pummarizes the job that nesds te be dona durlng the next
two weoke in order to prepars the first draft of the special
report. It was agresd tentatively that the cemmittes wesld exet
en Septorher 15, elther in ¥ashingten er the park, to raviaw aund
conzolidate the finszl draft of tue report Iate proper form for
prescutetion to the Dircetor and those who wat orizinally with
Coualsaionor ¥ard on July 29. The date fox such a seetlng will
be redquested for Tuesdsy, Segt«*ﬁer 27, at 1732 p.n., depanding
pa the zvailability of the Director and othars representing the

_States and agenties fnvelved.

©s3) Bzzomy U Da S4B

Eugens R, DasSilets

ec:
Asst. Director,‘D&C
Supt., Cuzberland Cap

Regiconal Dirscter, So“cheaﬂt
¥r. Chas, Scfgsrer, w3
Iizison Qfficer O'Hail, Scutheast

b

Chief, DP&PC I I P AP LW
ERD7csk ‘ : S e : Rk
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e 7143 South Thdrd Street
ot Palledelphis, Pa, 19105

R
i

5
To: e, J. L, Coonschaln, Puresu of Public Doads
e, 3. T, Alorzon, Kentucky State Highway Dept.
- s e ey Patriek Flening, An-nalachiae Reg, Corm,, VWASO
e Y, P, B, Coldiron, Virginia State Elgmimey Dept, ?
_¥rom: - Chlef, Povelgmwnt Planning and Project Combrel, PSC

. Subject: Arrengereats for inivial rosting
- BNl Propooe
In accordanice with inoiructions from Assicteon
Constracticn, J,EH, Jensen, of July 29, 1845, this wi
conforonce telephwone ol

= Ca )

-~ 5 » & " Pt 5 < T o > g -
o the subject provlem, Teomtative daie for ibe veeting ves ec
Fo? O P g apemnd . . S APt . = - = A
for Tmursday, August 13, 1926, ot 18:00 s.o. in the olfice of &

Coonschain, fegional Plezmning Ingineer, Degicn XV, Duresn of Pub

T

S

referred 1o a3 the "Blue lbcm," An elierncia dete of Wednesdoy,

A -

, B - Federal Coveriment for inprovements to U, S, Higinay 25 throvgh
' l Cuherlend Gap;

T
and concolidate the vord
*

such Icproverents with the uce of 2 tunnel, keeping in mdnd the

the Cop; (3) axd provide coot estimnies for such izprovencot wiil

poeserving mnd adjusting the facilitles for the cperotion of Cuj

Cave by Linceln Lecorial University muzt be given careflid comslld

7

o
oJ |
(o}

* fdo

N 3
. DR ' R AL o
 Pniledelphia Plamming and Service Center i
y = Desigm end Construction 1

uretsdys

5
!
{
t
“

bizust 17, 1986 was set 1o acecxondate poosible prior corzdirents,

uT] SEM owew J

9187 001 DPays

wso1d ub 1O TRTATUT 0% SUH X
T
430aD TEUTL

e

sictont Dlvector,; Dewizn end
nic will eenfirn cur
iaiz date relative to cetiing up a voeling
of ihe Speeinl Task Fores exurereted sbove 1o prepore a special report
chedulagd
- J. L'.
e
Foods, Arlingion, Virginia, depending won the avallability of i
Ccldirea, I, Cbenschein'ts office 1s Roam 310, 10CO forth Clete Reed,
Ardigzten, Va, Tielr office thwdlding color is blue and is jokingly .

!; R d
Tee purpose of this report as outlined by e, Jenzen is to (1) roview
ious proposals pade to date bty the States exd

(2) recemzond s fensible ond econadie solution for
cbjlectives ¢f preservizy historic,naturel, scenic and park values in
recaxrsndations for Jinoneing the undertaidng, Also, the problem of

o3
erae-
e in vier o ithe cgreenond tetween the Service and tlhe Universily.
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Since the conversation this morning, I have had a call from Mr,
Anderson of Kentucky edvising we that he had other comitments &~ -
for Thursdey and cannot make the Auvgust 11 date, Ve, therefore, S

egreed to use the aliermate date of August 17, 2964, 10:00 a,m.
in M, Obenschein'g office in Avlington, I have checked this by S

- yphone with other members and «ll have agreed to this date, e " T g gz E

= - - ot

cety t B B ES SRR Y

 Eugene R, DeSilets

cecy

ssistant Divector, I&C : .
: Deputy Assistant Dirvector, DRC s
-~ Beglenal Piroctor, Southeast ) 7 :
ELae Superintendent, Cumberland Gap PR AR
ERDeSilets:sfe ' T powliabod et Sy Rogn
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~ | ) : |
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;ﬁry Ward

/J+ Ts Anderson

Stanley Cain
Richard Rodgers
Elbert Cox

W, E. O'Neil, Jr.‘
G. Idles A
J.E.N, Jensen

Charles E. Krueger

Charles S. Schuster

Eugene R. DeSilets
Rex Whitton

H. L. Adkins

A. W. Schimberg

B. H. Zwick

F. C, ‘I\zi‘ner

J. L. Obenschain
William A. Schmidt
Thomas Holley

dol. Russell I)éGroat
Pat Fleming

Bailey Guard

" Kentucky Dept. of HEighways

Kentucky Dept. of Highways
Secretexy's Office, Ihterior

Secretary's Office, Interior

'National Park Service

National Park Service
National Park Service
National Park Service
Rational Park Service
Nationel Park Service

National Park Service

Bureau of Public Roads

Bureen of Public Roads
Bureau of ..Publ’ic Roads
Bureau of Public Roads
Bureau of Public Roads
Bureau of Public Roads
General Services Admin.
Bureau of Outdoor Rec.
Department of Defenée
#ppalachian Reglonal Coma.

Office of Sen. Cooper, Ky.

. Frahkfort, Ky.

Frankfort, Ky.

Washington, D.C.

Washington, D.C.,

Richmond, Va.

‘Richmond, Va.
‘Richmond, Va.

Arlington, Va.
Afljngton, Va.
Arlington, Va.
Philadelphia, “Pa.
Washington, D.C.
Washington, D.C.
Washington, D.C.

Washington, D.C.

~ Washington, D.C.

Arlington, Va.

Washington, D.C.

. Washington, D.C.

' Washington, D.C.

Washington, D.C.

Washington, D.C.
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liemorandum Cesowm Blwmn T ": z R S " [ jra ascw _ ENO
To;i jl. Superintendent Cumberland Gap : Se

. SaLE S Astion Teken: Dete
From: Assistant to the Eegicnal Diractor, Developupnt .

Subject' Improvcmcnts to US 25-% through Cumberland Ghp

P

Ybu may know that Hr. Cox and I attended a weeting of the
©ffice of the Dircctor at 2:00 Fi on July 29. The meoting
wvas regquested by the Comnissloner of Highways Ward of
Kentucky. 7Thosc in attendance included Assistent Sccretery
Cain; BPR Adninistrator Rex 3, Whitton; representaticn fronm
the Appalachia Commigsion and the President's Cormmittee on
Highway Beautiilcation; representation from the Office of
Benator Scott of Xentucky; ssveral represcntatives of the
Pross and a number of representatives from the National Park
Sexrvice and the Bureau of Public Roada, including Asszistant
Director Jensen who chalred the meeting; Cuhuck Krueger,
Deputy Assistant to Mr. Jensen; Chuck Schuster of the BPR
Roads Divigion of the Washington Service Center; Mr.,
Obenschaln from the Reglon 15 Office of the BPR; Mr, Cox
snd myself, I will provide you with & complete list as
soon as we receive it,

Aftor the meeting had been opened, Commissioner Ward was
sequested to present the subject of discussion which he

€id ably and substantially along the lines of his recent
press relesse, In brief, it was the consensus of the group
that a coomittee consisting of one representative from each
of the two states concerned, one from the Bureau of Public
Roads and one from the National Park Service be designated
to develop & coordinated proposal which would incorporate

& deslign element that would permit reatoration of the historiﬁ

P T i




e

~ fLor presentation to & somevhat siniler group at a meeoting to

B i o B ee wwre mememason v e b
B Yo, Whittsy Soeslisunted My, Chenschaln &8 raprosontalivs

Cuuberland Gap to an extent considored feasible, effectivé;

and econonically justifiable., Mr. ¥Vard cdesignpated HMr, J. 7FQQ“:.5

T. Andersen es representative for the State of Kentucky,
for the Bureau of Public Roads, and Mr, Jenson designated -
Hr, DeSilets as representative for the National Park Servies.
The Stato of Virginia was not represented at the meeting and
will be requested to designate their representative as soon
a3 possible. Jroms

The cOMmittee has been instructed to have itz rec ommehdéticﬁé"' b

be held at the Director'’s Offico on September 1., They will

¥ po doubt be meeting at the Park and consylting you CODC“rning<

" they come to our attention,

their sctivitics.

-

&e shall keop you advised of all dev;log egts asvrabidly,as.

ey oo

cc'
- Hr, Obcnsch'zj n, BPR
Mr, DeSilets, PsC oy s
¥r, J. T, Anderson, Ey. Dopt. of Eighways

PRSI OPRGR - & B A} Fr ¥
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mgust 12, 1966 oo

o ‘,
Memorandum , }
To: ¥r. J. L. Obeng;}min, Regional Planning Engineer,

Reglon XV, Bursau of Eﬁmlic Roads, Arlx.ng’con, Virgn.nia
Froms Suporintendent, Cumcerlmd Gap |
Subject: Rallroad Tunnel Data - Cumberland Cap

The information you reguested by pnone 'hhls morning on this subject
is providad bslow.

The subject tunnel was construcited in 1890 and is spproximately ona
mile long, according to lr. Bill Cannon, L&Y Assistant Engineer,
Corbin, Kentucky. At the tims of construction, loose rock as well as
tilted rock and dirt was encountered. The tumnel is lined partially
with brick and timber except where colid rocl exists. Water flews from
both ends of the tunnel in streans about the size of a man's arme

Water drips from roof of tusrel but major souwrce is from walls., The
Tammery in Mlddlesboro pipes the waler from the north portal of the
tunnel to their plant nor‘oh of ¥iddlesboro,

Tne railroad company has not emeriﬂnc*d eny major waintenance problems
in the tunnel.for the lsst 20 years or mora, Occasionally some rotted
timber has to be replaced,

Tunnel is on a wvertical curve m.th plus grades on both ends.

Mr. Cammen is of opinion that any dmil ling, excavetion or boring in

the vieinity of the Gap will encounter loose rock, tilted rock, dirt
and water. _

If an inspection is made of the railroad tunnel Mr, Cannon feels it

- ghould be made on foobt with 2 railroad flagman provided for safety.

i+ This information was ohtéined by phone and 1s trenmmitied direct so that

you may have it befors the Speclal Task Force (US 25-E) meeting on
August 17, Coples ars bsing sent to EODC for Hr. DeSilets and SERO for
Mr, ONeil, d -
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Joseﬁh Kulesza

Superint

Please let us know if there is any othor info
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$TANDARD FORM NO. 84

FROM

SUBJECT:

Office Memom dzmz
T Chlef, Eof /

A} In reply refer %o:

UNITED STATES GéTrERNM,BNT

DATE: Se

: Superv151ng ngnwayAEngineef Moran
Supervising Park Landscape Architect Stout

Inspection of Site Possibilities for Reconstruction of U.
Cumberland Gap National Historical Park :

On Auvgust 26 Highway Engineer Moran end I flew 4
Cumberland Gap to meet with Bureau of Public Roads representatives
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to study possibilities for tunnel locations and relocation or re-
construction of Highway U. S. 25-E fronm the Gap dovn the Kentucky -

side,

Durlnc the afternoon of the 26th and on the 27th discus-
sions were held and reconnalssancy nade by the following:

Supervising Highway Engineer, F. W. Cron, BPR,
Gatlinburg, Tennessee )
Highway Engineer Perry Abbott, BPR, Gatlinburg, Tennessee
Superintendent }Millard D. Guy, Cumberland Gap NHP '

Supervising Highiway E

gineer T. M.

lioran, EODC

“Supervising Park Landscane Architect J. D. Stout ) E0DC

On the 27th, we were joined by Highway Engineer AMfred

Vick, Region Cne Office.

On September 4, Mr. Cron sent to Im Spelman a detailed
report together with a marked photostat of topogrephy illustrating

the situaition and some proposals.

Copies of this information were

furnished the Regional Director, Region One, the Superintendent,

and this office.

Ye have no extra print of

the map for distribution,

but an extra copy of Mr. Cron s report is att ached for tiashington

Office 1nformatlon.

- We have marked Mr. Cron's proposals on prints of the

Development Plan, NHP-CG 3003-D, for the information of all con-

There are several con31deratlons Whlch are ba51c to

thls road study.

‘First, the d631re of the Natlonal Park Serv1cg to

“eerned, and are distributing them herewith, denoted as Scheme A.
We have also, as Scheme B, shown on marked prints proposals re-
'tainlrv the park tour road locatlon as now aporoved

restore the historical appearance of the Gap as nearly

‘as possible,



Second, the fact that the highways will require four-
laning eventually and that except for our proposed gap
restoration the States would most certainly accomplish
this by widening the road on the existing alignment and
on the existing grade at their owm expense.

Third, if we propose a tunnel in the gap, the State
of Kentucky wishes the grade in the up-hill roadway to be
a maximm of 6 per cent.

Fourth, it seems likely that the States would be
wmwilling to assume more of a financial burden than would

normally be theixs in widening the road on the present "

alignment with no tunnel.

Mr. Cron's proposal, Scheme A, is very well explained in
his report, and is illustrated on the marked print. It envisions,
on the Kentuecky side, a new 6 per cent up-grade roadway of two lanes
wmostly on new location and a steeper dowm-grade roadway of two lanes,
about half of which would utilize the existing highway. The up-grade
roadvay would be located higher on the mountainside toward our pro-
posed tour road location. Tiuils scheme conforms to the desire of the
State of Kentucky. ‘

The tunnel would have to be a double bore, with each rcad-
way in a separate bore, not necessarily on the same grade or in
parallel alignment, Each bore would need to be about 30 feet wide
with about 30 feet between. ZEach bore would probably have to be
25 to 30 feet high at the centerline to provide a l6-foot vertical
clearance at the roadway edge.

Scheme A provides that our tour road staj on the same side

of the road all the wey up to the gap, then cross in the gap, above -

the tunnel to a comnection with the existing road to the Pinnacle.
We do not favor crossing in such a manner since ore of the main
objectives of restoring the gap is to remove such intrusions. Al-
though Mr. Cron does not feel that the scar will be increased
appreciably, we cannot be so optimistic. From the botton of the
pountain on the Kentucky side up to the gap, the three roadways
would be on the same hillside and cut and f£ill slopes would quite .
likely meet in many cases. The situation becomes critical in the
vicinity of the Sugar Run Road and the old Cumberland llountain Hotel
site, and also just below the gap. e believe, too, that the pro-
posed tour road grade would prove to be excessive just below the
gap cr0331ng. . . -



‘ Schene A with its traffic benefits, due to the lessened
up-hill ‘grade, is estimated by Mr. Cron to cost about $3,200,000,

- with the Park Service assuming $875,000 of the cost and State and

Federal-aid funds the remainder, about $2,325,000. The traffic

. benefits estimated at $80,000 per year capitalized would be about

$2,200,000, indicating Jjust about an even break.

Scheme B, as marked on the print, envisions an eventual
four-lane highway essentially on the present alignment and grade,
vith a dual roadvay at the junction of the Sugar Run Road and at
the proposed tour road overpass site. A divided highway might also
be required through the tunnel, depending on whether we built a .
double bore tunnel or a subway type. The present highway grade would
be essentially unchanged except at the tunnel approaches, and the
tunnel itself could be, as Mr. Cron suggests,a 5 or 10 foot through
cut with the remainder of the cover provided by the restoration of
the gap. It retains our presently approved tour road locaticn,
with the grade separation, thus eliminating any intrusion into a’
restored gap.

We feel that the Park Service's primary position in con-
sidering removal of the state highway from the gap is a historical
one, and that the Service would not be Jjustified in assuming any
appreciable extra cost to prov1de increased traffic benefits to the

State highway.
The question then seems to be that of justifying the cost

of highway reconstruction, tunnel building, and restoratlon of the

gep on a historical basis alone.

If this is true, we believe that Scheme B as marked on the
plan would provide a satisfactory solution.

We would be zlad to assist in any further siudy or prOV1de
additional explanation of the situation in any way we can.

Y
Thomas M. Moran
‘Supervising Highway Engineer

Attachment ¢ -~ . . Supervising Park Landscape Architect

". Copy to: Director

“Regional Dlrector, Region One
Supt., Cumberland Gap NHP
Mr. Cron, BPR 5
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F. W, Cron, Sugervising Higaway pnqineer
Catl‘nburg, Tennessee : :
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3% Bt I’have been.trying for seueral months to get something concrate
done on_the location study for US Highway 25F through Cumberland Gap
National Yistorical Parke, Hr. Cornell is correct when he says in his
letter of May 23, 1957 that this road is the key to all futur9 rcad

dcve10r~en» plunriné in thlS park.\.; g B A,f;*:~'x gt 3 % hAnnGh
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made b5 dﬁbe indicsbe that: o ;r:~f:%
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feel that traffic will rbquire h lanss within 18 ye

J2ars,
LAY B ment : R
i 2. The Virginia Pepartaent of Highways has prerared plans
ez: ¥m, op.f0r @ B-lane, divided hizhwey with a very narrow redian

4;‘ from the junction of US Kighway 252 and US §8 to the -
Xentuc:y State lina, ZExcept for a short streich of
Fefes 6.4% grade, this relocation 13 on the 53 grade or less,

3. The existing road on ths Kentucky side is on 917 zrade
7. .- for about a.jco feet approaching the Cap and is 3 lanes
' (two upgrade and one downerade), The creeper lane is

of fa2irly recent construction, '

4, The Natlonal Park Service desires to place the rozd in

2 tunrel and restore the Gap to its crizinal elevation
for historical reasens,

If a tunnel is resorted to, I believe scus effort should be
made to improve the grade on the Kentucky side s0 as to provide an

eccnomic Justification for the tunnsl in additien tc the historical
Justification,

To get an ildea of what the economic justification for a turnsl
might be, we borrowed ths AASHO Repert on "Road User Psnefit &ralysi«
for diﬁhwﬂy Improverents™ frcem ths Bureau 1ibrary and made some
ealculaticns, based on the Kentucky State Highway Pepartment's predictioen
of an average daily traffic of 8,500 vehicles per day for 1975. These
ealculaticrns ippear to showvw that the annual cost of operation on th
oxisting 35% road would be less than on Mr, Cbenschain's prepossd new
6% line, due to the ertra 0,25 mils of distance on the flatter grade,
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This ssems hardly credible, and T believe that before we are through .
with the problem we should get one of the Bureau's. engineer—economists A::;

-
Lo ,\p‘

o 2 ..,~

to ook it over for us. § - _ J "'i"”' s :
¥, K Qp the other. band if the presenit road were lowered to 61 grade j“““'~~i

substantially on its present location and without lengthening the R

distance, ths annual cost of opbration in 1575 would be reduced by - sl

about ¢85,115. This, capitalized at 337 might indicate that $2,430, OCO .
could with soms ecconcaic Justification be s;ent to reduce the grade. o |
including such tunneling as might be necessary or desirable.

I believe that before we make any more SuUrveys ve should agree
‘with the Park Servica and the two States on the maximun grade, the
=design spead and the rusher of lanes that will ba required. OCn the
»Virginia side the problem is cemparatively sinple, and T think we can
rassuse that they can r2et without difficulty anything that Kentucky
s proposes. I have written to Mr. Cobb (copy atisched) for a statenment
regarding the maximun grade and design speed desired by the Xentucky
Peparizent of Highways, Yhen I have this inforwation T will arrange

< e

for the study requ >sted by ¥re. Cornell, - -~ 7" 0 i,
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wE pariing ares covstrodted hy ‘t.z:s Tarx Sexvice, Tae cuty for

tishwey 258 '*"J o" t.us Park Sorvice roid, plus 8 lerse abardored stone

Coquarty on the o gide, have =0 alt::ro:i the thO'f’c.‘.‘,uJ in Cunmberlend

Gap thet 1% is a-i-‘“z.lu Por aryore to visuslize its origirsl egppearsrec,

Siree the Cuxmberiard Cap is the prircipel festure of dhe Park--inleed ithe

vap

L.ondy reagon for the Park's existenze--ta2 Parx Service dasires 4o restiore

o v-“

wialls

tr\:.:,.‘»ﬁ pizwey is a forelgn imirusion into thils restored pieture, the Pork

Scrvies ';*:\ld 1is2 o gr ‘b cut of sx;n’.;. T:ley have thc*cr re sugpested

: thzst U3 252 be pinced wdergroud in 8 subw b«.mre e Ga r:s:ar»:d.
; ree]

" ‘ :c.ord g to ﬂ': ;.‘s*ex.t‘.n :r.ade on the x“un:l on .*M 'f“t 27 l/ﬁ?
w*tn ieesrs, uw, .N,u, Yoran azd Viek of the Natlor=l Pork ize, ard
A, Abbott of the Burcac and zyself, an asespiable r.,ss,omtmr. of tre Cap

T.oeould Do ':c“,lxsaec if a sutway ebout 1CO0 feed long were built. Tais
‘subway would exterd frc'z a polnd 130 fect sgouth of the Stets line on the
Virzinle side to a poicd atout C30 feet rorih of the toundery on the
Kertueky side. (The t:rrain is mueh s¥seper on the Virginia sids.) The

. subwvay would m* bave to e Turied very deezly sirce it would ta coversd.

f ix: n.J eva‘t ¥ 19 %2 .«.0 feet of Tacirill in restoring tiae G2 It

d easlly ‘cc tuilt resant grade leval or in en open ﬂut ot moTe

fvt...a,n:} feet doep axnd tmenl oyered up waen the Gap Is restored.

Such a subway would ac-::v.i.ylish the Park Service's historlcal pur-
pose a%t a ccat o possitly U873,000 ror tha required 4-lans structure,
“This subwsy would probably reguire 1i:nting, power for which is ava.;l,..ble
froo a power 1linae row pausir : t."ont;x t:xe Cag.

' it e3 pearly as possivle to 1is Vm‘**'ﬂ. corditicn; ernd gizce the pro
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Such a gtrusture wo».ld te of ro bereflit to the tv 1‘*" using US
Higmesy 25T, waich In 1955 wes 5165 vzd ADT, end Is estimated to L':crease
to 9300 wvud ty 1976. (Trusk traffic is ebout 165 of the todal.) Al
trefiiec tenelit will arise only if the c.rm‘oam grades are pade less steep.
At present there 1s & 6—~/2,: grede on the Virginia side, and 8 to 9% on
the Xentucxy side. If these were reduced 1o %) maxiru on both sides,
armual benefits of about 530,000 {to trafiic would be realized, bul & 4-lene
tunnel et a consideradly 1m;f'“ level thon the present Cap would te regquired
to elfect sush & reduction in '“a.,.._. It would have to be at least 1;00 ,
fect lonz, but 1400 feet would £ t the topozrazhy mish bﬂttw. Consideradle
recomstruction of the sppreaczhes, especi all,; on the Xenbuelky side, would e
required. The cest of two ')ol ne t's'.::},blu s.c’:z 1400 feg t lorg, would te
edout 3 ,L25 020, S e e e s

' The ecst of & 4-lane ayproach frem the Virzinie portal of this

tunsel tack to the Jurction of U3 252 2rd U3 53 uoild te abtoud 120Q,02Q.

To rezonstiruct the epproach from the ¥enlueky portsl to the oot of the
mountain rear Middlesboro would cost zbout 3375,000. (This would provide a
new €% up-srzde roadvey of 2 lanes on new location, and 2 steeper dowm-grade
roadway 2lso of 2 lerncs, aboul cre he2lf of vhich would utilize the existing
highway.) The s2srs for the new roadways eould be Rept pratty renerslly
within the exlstirng road scars os shcwn by the attached man., (On this map

g £an i
the prozesed rerthbonrd roadwey is eolor d green arnd Sou uthtouwrd is red,
" The total cost of the Tunnel Scheme t‘az;s would bz about 33,200,C080.
If the Park Service were willirg 4o contriiute 3375,000 (ihe est 3

cost of the Subway Scheme) to.“‘u the a2 cmmlirl"::\zit of the Turmrel Scheme . |
the States would then have 40 puot in \_2 325,000 of &iate ard reder

furds 10 secure the estimated traffie benelits of 320,500 per yeor, derivi 3
fren the easier gredes. These benel it.s eep taliZE” at 7—1/2,) .mu.d emount |
to aout 32,200,000,

The atove ccst figures assume the foll cwing direct comsiruction - .| \

costs: (1) 4-lere Reinforced Comerete Subway, -:’700 0 per lineal foot; o |
{2) Sirgle-tore Turnels, 31 feet wids w’.tn reir*ou.:'d comw‘e linirg |
erd pasorry portals, I7 750,00 per linezl foot (irclx.cir;f 2280.00 per 11“531 '

foot for steel supports). \

To the divect constructlon cost, we added 255 for engincerirz and
contir ex wies. ! ;

: The Stete of Virginis hes prepared plers for reconstructirg US 25¢ g
e38 & 4-lare roed fram US 58 to the Siute lire at & cost sald to be ir.
excess of 3200,000. I urderstard that Virginia 1s heldirz up this izprove- ‘
ment pendin: a decision as to what the Goverrmert will do in the Cagp. :
Kentu.q a:d Virzinia ere a*reed that 4 lanes of traffic will te z:eeded L
throuyh the Gg.n, whaﬁbever schene 1s ecdopted. |

The construztion cost figures atove, and the berefits to tralfic |
sre rather rough figures, but they provide us with a fairly gocod scale i
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with vhich to welzh the two cholces. Taere is elso & thir
is to consiruct 4 lanzs tarsush the Cup at grade withoul re
Cap. Thls would e mush less CX.QTQ-VL han either the Tuw .Le- or tnc R
Subway Sshens but would not e _-;“ 1t the tyre of interpretive LcV~10&1‘hu

the Park Service ccnsiders es Luial for thig Fark,

At tne reeting mentioned a"‘ove I said that.I thoucht zdditioral |

information ireluding more topo LLJ a‘d cors brr r5s would nave to be

o‘ta-“gé before we could malke b'o& estinates of cest for the Turmel or -

the Sb}’?y Schenes. 1 now belileve that at thissta;e we do rob reed T ”§
act estimates. The figures erove should be sufiiclent to enadle the " 77

Katicral Poris Service and the Zureau €0 egree buuWCCE themgelves as to

vhed should be dorg before appresching 4he States,Ithe Sutway Scheme 1s
edopled, no additioral surveys or core dril 11:;3 re¢ed te made to arrive
et a prediy close estimaie of ecad, Bub if the Turrel Scheme is adopted
gome &2ditional surveys snould b2 made =9 carn be
mude tefore approashirg the Siates to part :
There arve cther rosd predblerns in this P ation -
of U5 23L in Ternmessse, the iocation of th Pinrsele
Foizt Foald ard the gecondary Depsr Sum Ton réizate
tc the pichlom of what Is to te done in the Cree
this iz cecided tho soluticns to the ciher /4
ﬁxp‘ic"lt- 3mSR et e TEEY g TSae S

: A pr sent we have atlence of $5,039.2% in the lctmert
fer this Park. Wo will malke ro further surveys or tzd* nis zren
witil we receive your "“St?:-b-u-” a3 o ah;t schene hculd bn fcl owed.

.

In d nlic&te
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR® > O - - &5 1b16 3

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE L o607 7 ‘!'@Q;} 1066 S

WASHINGTON PLANNING AND SERVICE CENLER > év
1730 NORTH LYNN STREET h— i?: - ﬁ$ Wt
_Aadmmn. )
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22209 | St P O, (7
3 | Site D et D
IN REPLY REFER TO: September 29, 1966 paber. ,
Prof. Contr,

Cble?, Deaizgn
LA, ARCH. £NG.

"

=
% -

Memorandum Chisf, Const.
’ | Cant, Atm, Compl. Salety
. . . . . ; Soecs s » LA, ARCH. ENG.
To: Chief, Developzment Planning and Pr03§§E:Q:§.ao£ -
Design and Construction, e b ABCH. _ENG.
Philadelphia Service Center
mefwvm:s‘
Frou: Chief, Office of Land and Water Righiiywio Bats;

Subject: Land ownership -~ Cumberland Gap

As requested, I contacted Mr. Charles E, Owen, Jr., Assistant State
Right of Way Engineer, Cowmmonwzalth of Virginia Dapartment of Highways
in Richmond regarding right-of-way for Highway 58 at Cumberland Gap.

He advised me that the State's ownership is an 80' easement which
was obtained by the attached deeds, one being from the American
Association and the other from Lincoln Memorial University, both
deeds dated 1936, ' :

He further said that he was not aware of any planning beyond the
present work being done by the State of Tennessee on the bypass
around Cumberland Gap, Tennessee, He stated that Mr. Jones had
nothing whatsoever to do with any planning he was familiar with and
that we should not be dealing with Mr, Jones, He was not aware of -
any plans in which the State would be partzczpatxng to provide a
tunnel through the Gap.

I told him I would pass this information on to you and if you had
further questions that you would get in touch with him at telephone
numbers MI 4-4111, Ext., 2775 in Richmond or you may write him at the
Department of Highways, Commonwealth of Virginia, Richmond 19, Virginia.

Lt S i

Clifford J,. Harrlman
BEnclosures (2)

ccs
Superintendent, Cumberland Gap
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January, 1935, by omd Le-

taro2r ASHT Al ASSCUIATION, Inc., anl The 3ky Land Company of Zel.

C)pnt;; Zoncu:ﬁy, ne"vinalter ue;ibnntud as grantor (ovcn Ch~J"L

rore taan one j, and tne COMMCReLZALTH CF VIRGIN IA, G“antoe.
 ATTRESERTH 3 In gonside.ation of the btensfits uccrﬁing.ox

to accrue to tha sald grantor, by reascn of the location and 20

siruetien, op atheélimprovamant of part of Rﬁute Nc. S8 apd Frofort

Yo. £23=L tatwean 1,22 M1, E. of Aeatucky Line and Kentuciky [ine

Svay - 2igawav 3:stem, along, through, or ovar the lands f the

crxntor, ans for furtipr conslderatlion paid by the grantce to

toe rravt2r, recelpl of which 1s herebd } acknowledged, ths said

[

SPanlsr Merer s .rants and sonveys unto sald prantes with gener.

warcant; of ltle, & strig or parcel =f lard over the lanas !

&

»

the -runt r reecidd for the location and sonstruction cr othor

L 1,

ag 2ioWn oonoa uwiat oan: survey of tae sald read, elong; throuin oo

A

over 3-!: larda, on file !n the off!lce of the Department of %~

rn
w

neat Lo. 5=6-7, Profer-

wa s 2t Hiowiong, Virginla, tcentified =

t

Wore tules, Riute . M), the sal!d 3trip or parcel of lana belny I

Les Count~, Virsinta, and deseribed a3 foll-ws:
FAplnan'ng st a polnt on the centerline of Rt. 58, from 1.2¢

Jgis 2, 20 Rentucky Line and XKentucxky Line, shown on plans a3 3!a.
i #0C, wofotntns the lands of Geo. Laws; thence to the right wo:
a o’ curve, o0 Ft, to Sta. 1002+C0; thence N. 327 12% w., 2iv ¢,

to 3za. liugt>0: thencs to the left on a 4° curve, 450 Ft. to Stis.

LG+ 0; thenze 3. 7% 43' u., 150 Ft. to Sta. 1010+50; thonce t<

the lofs or a .0 curve, LSO Ft. to 3ta, 1015+00; thence Ii. 36t 12
d" -3 ?:' tO thq lﬁndﬁ Cf Pp L- O'Dﬁll, bﬁing Sta. lClS+L3; &ltl
be-trniny: at Lia, 1026725, adjofning the lands of B. L. 0fDoll;

thenoa to tnw isft on & 3° curve, 25 Ft. %o $ta. 1026+43C; tronc.

S 7 L5 e, 1.7 Fi. to Sta. 102%+00; thence to tha right on a

) - e ; . : ' - s .-
3% surva, S0 ¥t to Sta. 1023+00; thenczs l. 65° 12 W,, 221.5 >t.

tes the lsnis of Lincoln Memorisl University, being'Std.'103j*2l.5.
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Also tesinnin at Sta. 1053+55; and adjo...ing the lands ol Lincuin

~Memorial UniQarsity; thence N. 65° 121 W., 273.9 FPt. to Ste. 1CHo~

29.7; thence to the left on an 3° curve, 137.5 Ft. to Sta. 15t
17.2; therczs N. 30° 12 d., 70.5 Ft. to the end of Projcot b2 5tu,
shcwn on plans 13 Sta. 1058+35 (Kentucky-Virginia State Lire).

Also beginning at Sta. 0+00-Sta. 1027+75, begimning of Sonncction

of Rt. 25 with Rt. 58; thencs to the right on a 36° curve, 75 Ft.

-

DU o &2 Yiry g s = - - 920
to Sta. Ut75: thonce to ths loft on & Pie]

ATvan ALTTA (g ¢ -
reverse ocurve, 50 Ft. t

Sta. 1v2,; thence S. 36° 12t E., llO.Ft. to Sta. 2+35; thehc; to
the right on a ;36 curve, 1?5 Pt ﬁo Sta. 4+10; thqnc§ S, 16° 12t
E., %0 Pt. to tho end of connbetion with Rt. 25, shown cn plans
as Sta. L*5C.

The lani conveyei_hcreunder baing & strip or parcel ofAvar‘~
ing width, lying on the Xorth (right) side of the hereinabdve d3=-
serfbsd senterltrne, belng 0.0 Ft, wide at Sta. 357+50; tnence
widsning wisl the property lino of Geo. Laws;to LO Ft. at Sta.
25, and continuing LO Ft. in width to Sta. 1011+00; thsn::
rarrowin: with the property line of Smith Ball to 20 Ft. at JSta.
lul2+>0; therce wldening to LU Ft. at Sta. 101}+50, and continu‘ng
bu Pt. wide to Sta. 1U15t43. Also being LO Ft. wide from Sta.
1025125 to Sta. 1035+21.6. Also belng LO Ft. wids from Ste. 1053
+55 to Sta. 1033+34. Also a stribhor parcel of varying width,
lving on the liorth (left) side of Connectlon Rt. 58 with RS 25,
&nd teing 0.0 Ft. wide at Sta. 0+00; thence widenlng to L0 Ft. a%
Sta. 2t50; thenéo narrowing with center of present rosd to 0.0 Ft.
at Sta. L+10. Also a strip or parcel of varying width lying on
the South (left) side of the hereinabove describad oqnéér-lina,
baing C.0 Ft. wide at Sta. 996+00; thence widening with tho
prcpsrty line of Geo. Laws, and Seing adjescent thereto, fo 4O Fr.
ét Sta. 997+50, and continuing L4LO Ft., wide and adﬁaceﬁt to center-
1irs to Sta. 1615+43. Also being 4O Ft. wide from Sta. 1026725
to Sfé. 1335+21.6. Also being Lo Ft. wide from Sta.'1053+56 to
St;. 1056;33.‘ Also belng 25 ft. wide from Sta. 0t00 (Conﬁ. witt.

Rt. 2>) to Sta. ytul. .



STATE OF KENTUCKY: _ .

~ney; with whom I am pérsonally-acqualnted,‘aﬁd‘ﬂho upon,Oath

© poraticns; and the said C. W. Rhodes updn oath ecknowledgad tinat

- The abc  csoscribved strips or parc 3 contain 6,16 scres,
riore or less, of which 1.13 acres aro'inoludodvin tho presont ri;a
of wey, and 5.03 acres, more or less, additional land, together
with the right to rmake the necossary additional cuts ard fills,
a8 shown on plans,'oﬁtsidq of the above daescribed riéht of way.
Also the necessary land for the preparing the sight Vista, as
shown on plﬁns, Sta. 1033 to S8ta. 1035+21, left. ,
| | 'The Sky Land Company,'a Kentucky Corpofation, hereby jolns
{n the above convasyance for the pﬁrposé of releasing‘ans‘claim
tu ‘r company haﬁ on the unexpired lease on thoe tract or parcel
of lan 1lying between Sta. 1053+56 and Sta. 105‘8+88; | |

The . «id granior c&venants that hs has the right to convey
the sald land 'o‘tha grantee; that he has done no act to encumber
the sald land; thsat the granéea shall have quiet possossion of
the land, free from :ll encumbranoes,iand that he will éxecute
such further assurance of the sald land as nay be requisita.

The said grantor covenants and agrecs for hinself, his helrs
and agsigns end successors, that the ¢onsiderat10n3 hereinabove
montioned and pald to him shall be {n lieu of any and 21l elaims
to compensation and damages by reason of the lgcation, constract'un}
end maintenance of said road. | |

JITNESS THE following signatures and sealst : 1

AVERICAN ASSOCIATICH INCORPORATED (S:—:;\.L"

Attest: | By C. H. Rhodes (SEAL
- D. G. Elnks » Director & Gen'l Manager : . ,\
The S8ky Land Company “lSE L

By J. H. Chesney
Local Mansger

83, e
COUNTY OF BELL - : B
‘Before me, J. D. Rhodes, a Notary Public of the gtate end
county aforesald, personally appeared.c. w. thdas and J. He Ches-

acknowledgod themselves rospectively to be the Director aud Genoral)
Manager of the American Assoclation Incorporated, and the local

manager ci The Sky Land Compeny, the within naned bargalning'CO“'

L T S nemes e AN AN R Tg W
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he &8 such D!. .ctor and Goneral Manager, ooing authorized co to o,

executed the foregoing instrument for tho purpose therein conts'ne:

- by signinz the name of the corporation by hlmngelf as Diradtor &

Gentl Hanager, and the said J. H Chosney upon oath ao&nowlodged
that ho as local managcr, being authorizad so to do, afflxod
thereto his aignature. - . : .'p

| HITVESS my hand and seal &t offico in Midd]esborouﬁh, Kon=
tucky, ‘this 10 day of Fobruary 1936
J. D. Rhodes ' , - : .
Notary Public, Bell County, Ky. St .
My Commission_Explres Hay 16, 1939 ' : L
Virginla, Lee County, to-wit: ’ | . ‘f'.*f' :

In the Clerk's office of Loe County, 6n thiso tha.aqth dry, °

" August, 1938, this deed was presented, and; togather with the

‘cortificete annexed, admitted to record and indexsd.

. Teste: D. C. Sewell, Jr., Crerx
C. L. Grabeel,kﬁ. Clork
Recordsd in:
Lea County, Virginia . ‘
Doed Rook 97, page LB82. _ ' S
This March 13, 1958: A CCPY TESTEs Arthur 7. Burchetts, Cler«

BY:

Deputy Cleorx
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