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Horses have been a traditional part of the National Park Service and serve
many useful functions such as patrolling front and backcountry areas, packing
into remote areas and uses in historical programs. The horses used at Crater
Lake are highly trained and picked for steadiness, endurance, and compatibility
with large crowds and noises.

It must be remembered that no matter how well trained a horse may be, it is
still no better than the rider controlling the horse. No one can learn to ride
a horse in one day any more than they could learn to fly an airplane or alpine
ski by simply reading a book. Because many untrained people will be using
horses in the course of their duties at Crater Lake, it is necessary to formulate
general guidelines to be followed by all. Safety especially, is essential for
the park visitor, the rider, and the horse at all times.

When handling even the best trained, gentle, well-mannered horse, it is always
best to ask, "What can possibly go wrong in this situation?" and proceed as
though you were handling the wildest, unbroken horse ever known to man. Do not
assume at any time that the horse is entirely predictable under all conditions.

The first step in horsemanship is, of course, to catch the horse. Do not chase
the horse,^ because it will become a game it will play at every opportunity. If
the horse will not come to you or allow you to approach, take a handful of oats
or hay and wait for him to come to you. After approaching the horse, place the
lead rope around the neck, then put the halter on.

When entering or leaving the corral, be sure the corral gate is open wide enough
to allow the horse to enter or leave. It is especially dangerous to lead a
horse through a closing gate, since it could swing shut on the horse.

Grooming the horse is done with a curry comb and both soft and hard brushes.
Follow the lay or grain of the hair at all times. When brushing in the hind
quarters region, always keep one hand free and against the horse. It may just
kick at a fly, but it will hurt you just as much as if it were intended for you.
Also, at any time you are handling horses, remember to wear boots or heavy shoes.
An 1100 pound horse standing on your toe when you are wearing running shoes or
thongs can be a painful reinforcement of the above statement.

The saddles in use in the park are supplied with buckle cinches and require no
knots. The saddles have quick-change stirrups to be lengthened or shortened for
the individual rider. Familiarize yourself with how and why they work the way they
do. A general rule for western riding is to have the stirrups long enough to be
able to stand with about one inch of daylight between the seat and the saddle. Be
sure the blanket is square under the saddle with no wrinkles and about two inches
of blanket extending to the front of the saddle, since this is where most of the
weight is carried by the horse. The saddle should be cinched until snug. You
should be able to slip your hand between the cinch buckle and the horse. The
horses in use all have high withers and it is not necessary to "cut the horse in
two" to keep the saddle from slipping sideways as you mount. Cinches pulled too
tight produce saddle gall and you may notice a rapid "blister" rise when the
saddle is removed if it is too tight.








