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This manual is an overview of concepts important to under
standing the geology of Crater Lake National Park. It is intend
ed as part of the training of Volunteers and Seasonal Workers in
Park Service Interpretation. The manual is written primarily for
non-geologists, to give them grounding in basic geologic con
cepts; the concepts discussed are those that will help explain
Mt. Mazama and its environs to park visitors.

Crater Lake is an exciting place to "cease the moment," to
help visitors learn while they are relaxed, on vacation in one of
the most beautiful places on earth. While many people have seen
volcanoes from a distance, very few have actually walked on the
flanks of one; far fewer have taken a boat ride inside a recently
active volcano 1 These circumstances give interpreters a unique
opportunity to stir the imagination of visitors; not only can
visitors see the effects of volcanism on the flanks of Mt.
Mazama, they also can examine the internal architecture of a
large volcano.




























































































































