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1b order to fornuiate e pica for the use of the restored buildings 1b Torkto<n, the general assumption afejr f i r s t  be wade th&t such buildings have been restored , sad possibly additional ones « i l l  
be restored, in  order to a s s is t  in presenting to the public the h is to ric  story to preserve which th is  park was established. The p o ss ib ility  th a t the Motional Park Service would carry out extensive 
research and go to the expense o f restoring  h is to ric  buildings aertiv  
fo r the purpose of providing a ttra c tiv e  liv ing  quarters or - elninis- tra tiv e  o ffices i s  ignored in  th is  study. Therefore, in  order to 
work out a detailed  end eonpreheneive plan fo r the use of each of the restored buildings, i t  « i l l  be necessary to s ta te  ju s t  what the 
h is to ric  story i s  which th is  para preserves and presents to the pub­l i c ,  and to place e ah building in  reference to th a t story.

«hen the Colonial Rational tfonunent was established in  1350, i t s  primary in te re s t  wts the b a ttle f ie ld  of lorkttn-c, the scene o f the fin a l b a ttle  of the laierie«n Revolution and of the surrender of Lord Cornwallis to General #; ahington in 1781. However, as was evidenced fay i t s  naae, Colonial, aore than ju s t a b a ttle f ie ld  s i te  was planned. Xorkto.n, se ttled  in  1651, o ily  a quarter- o f a century a f te r  the f i r s t  settlement a t  Jiaesto^n, has a long and sig&iflc n t h isto ry , and the preservation and in terp reta tion  of the story of the tor® of Xorktowa as well as th a t o f the siege of 1701 soon became en lnp crtea t p a rt of the progress. However, with the deveiopneat o f the *illi&«Bhurg Restor­ation «¿ad the acquisition of Jaacstown Island as e part of the Honuaent, three Colonial areas, 4.th in  twenty n iles  of each other, -'«a over­lapping each other in  tine very considerably, existed. I t  i s  obvious tha t fo r each of these un its to take cognisance of a l l  the aspects of719
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of the 174 year8 of Colonial H istory w uld be i'oellife. Fortunately, a an.tu r d  division bee uenifeeted its e lf*  Ailliamsburg, f i r s t  in  the f ie ld , hes aoacfeatreted on the eighteenth century und on the p o litic a l 
end social aspects of the period* Ja&eetown, f i r s t  se ttle d , and an important town while ftilliomsburg nd Yorktova were only plantation v illag es, m tu ra liy  oerzieft the burden of 17th century h isto ry . York- torn, established as & po rt in 1681, &n important commercial town for nearly e hundred years, and scene of the final b a ttle  of the Revolu­tion , has emphasised the commercial ad m ilitary  aspects of the story 
not touched by Jonestown end fcilliemsburg*

This Yorktown story f e l l s  naturally  into  three choptersi 
The establishment of the great tobacco plantations of the lanes end York hivers in  the years following the settlement of Virginia, end the development of tobacco culture and the economic system founded on i t ;  the establishment of the port of York and the commercial h istory  of th is  town, center of shipping and trade daring the 18th century) end the fin a l campaign of the devolution and the siege of fork tom  in  1781.

On th is  basis, therefore, the h is to ric  restorations in  fork- town should be planned to a s s is t  in  the presentation of the commercial and m ilita ry  aspects of i t s  history* This w ill involve, f i r s t ,  the creation in  the town of a  convincing 18th century atmosphere. For­tunately , fork tom  i s  s t i l l  * small end peaceful town, 1 nd some o f the o rig inal buildings &rm s t i l l  standing. Many of the more recent struc tu res, while not h is to rica lly  or arch itec tu ra lly  18th century, blend Into the general picture or a t  le a s t  do not de trac t from it*In th is  respect tbs responsib ility  of the Perk i s  to preserve present 18th eentcry buildings, remove unsightly modern accretions where possi­ble, and perhaps erect or restore h is to ric  buildings of especial in te r­est* I t  does not include the restoration  and furnishing of many old homes and exhibiting them as h is to ric  house museums. I f  for no other reason, the fa c t th a t in  th is  section of V irginia, p a rticu la rly  e t  Williamsburg, there are so many restored end refurnished houses, xculd make I t  seem valueless to odd to the aotffeer, unless the building in  
question i s  unique or of especial in te re s t end importance h isto rically*  Second p a rt of the program of te llin g  the oonaerci&i end m ilitary  story here i s  the selection, when and as possible, o f in teresting  and unique 
buildings, for resto ra tion  and repa ir and inclusion in  the in terp re ta­tive  program. At Yor*to*n, with i t»  particu lar colonial story, the resto ra tion  of a wharf, a tob&coo warehouse, a tavern, and the Custom­house I f  i t  ever becomes the property of the government, seem to me to 
be of the most in te re s t «nd value*
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l a  discussing the resto ration  of h is to ric  buildings, there 
ere several considerations which i t  night be pertinent to mention hers* For when a building i s  restored, i t  may be done in  one of several ways.

1) A building nay be completely restored, both ns to ex terio r and in te r io r , furnished e ith  genuine - antiques or reproductions of period furn iture end the necessary accessories, and exhibited as a h is­to ric  house museum* iount Vernon i s  a notable example of this* , Such a method i s  o f course ideal fo r presenting e h is to ric a l incident o r period, end gives best to the puhlie the story to be told* However, having such e complete resto ration  has cert&in drawbacks, most notable o f which i s  tha t in  such a building a custodian-guide service ,aust be provided, to protect the furnishings from van­dalism and thievery, end to explain the building and I t s  h is to rica l background to v isito rs*  This should be borne in  mind in  planning the resto ration  of & building for exhibit purposes, and no such resto ration  should be started  unless provision i t  made fo r such personnel*
£) A building say be completely resto red  exteriorly  but not in te r io rly , and open to the public fo r a modern use — a nmeeum, & shop, etc* — quite frankly restored : only to f i t  in to  the surroundings pad to give h is to ric  atmosphere and fee ling . Such & program may be 

desirable o r undesirable, depending on the building end i t s  use* The e ffe c t of the h is to ric  ex terio r may be unaltered, i f  the building i s  d is tin c tiv e  in i t s e l f  or the modern use f i t s  in  aLth the h is to ric  one; the e ffe c t **y be p rac tica lly  neutralised , especially i f  the building be email or nondescript; o r the h is to ric  ides aay be en tire ly  contradicted &nd thf- value of the resto ra tion  lo s t  almost en tire ly  by a modern use much a t  variance with the h is to ric  function*
5) A building Mgr be restored &* to ex terio r but not in te r io r , and be put to such e use th a t the public does not enter it*  The ligtotfoot Bouse stable no* being restored i s  such a resto ra tion , since to a l l  in ten ts  and purposes a telephone exchange is  not v is ited  by the public. This type of resto ration  i s  valuable 

ad desirable i f  no building of greet h is to ric  import­
ance i s  used; because i t  permits the location of noees-



•  •

•»; et-ry mod err. f a c i l i t ie s  in  e h is to ric  area without detracting fro« the colonial atmosphere. For the ex terio r adds defin ite ly  to the scene observed by v is ito rs , and the aodora in te r io r  i s  not seen by the« a t  a l l .
Bearing in  mind, then, the a las  of tho National Park Service la  in terpreting  the h is to ric  story a t Colonial, and also taking account o f the considerations mentioned above, the use of the restored buildings 

in  lark.town nay be considered individually and in detail*

The L i-h tioo t House Groan. th is  group consists of the ««in building,
noy used as the Park sdninistr&tioe build­ing, the stab le , approved fo r use as a telephone o ffice , and other 

dependencies proposed. I t  i s  generally understood tha t the housing of the Park offices here was a temporary aeasure, pending the erection of a permanent administration building* At th a t tin e  1 do not believe th a t the house should be furnished and used for exhibit purposes, be­cause there i s  no especial h is to ric  in te re s t attached to  the struc tu re , 
and the cost would be high and out of proportion to the in te re s t  hich I t  would a ttrac t*  1 would therefore recoa tend th a t »hen the adminis­tra tiv e  o ffices ore removed to e permanent administration building the •? house be converted in to  a nod era residence. Ibe p rac tice of using restored colonial buildings as residences, i t  might be noted, i s  fo l­lowed extensively in  fciliiamsburg without detracting fro« the scene.On the same basis, the dependencies a i£h t be put to any use which seemed, desirable and which would not co n flic t with the e ffec t of the ex terio r restoration* The use of the stable as a telephone o ffice , fo r instance, ie  perfectly  proper, since i t  would contribute i t s  b i t  to the general colonial ataosphere, end the modern in te r io r  would not be open to the public and therefore could not de trac t in  any way fro« the e ffec t which ie  being sought in  Xorktows*

The Swan Tavern Oman. The buildings of the group are a t  present being{ait to a variety  e f  usee. In the main building, 
the upper flo o r i s  being used as the offices of the h is to ric a l s ta f f  of th© park and the lower floor has been turned over to the Park Operators, who have refurnished i t  with modern reproductions o f period fu rn itu re , 
and are using i t  fo r exhibit and for the sale o f souvenirs, etc* lbe Tavern Kitchen has been refurnished with colonial type furniture mede in  the Park, and a t  tin es used as a museum; but i s  closed a t  present 
due to lack of a suitable attendant or custodia»* The Stable i»  being
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used a* the naT&l museum, sad the s a r lle r  dependencies -re pat to various u t i l i ty  uses.
This group of building» could, 1 believe, ju s tif ia b ly  be completely refurnished and exhibited to the public« Although ac t an in teg ra l portion of the commercial story, a» outlined in  the f i r s t  section of th is  study, the tevern played am in teresting  and rather important p e rt in  tha t story* And i t  i s  a le ss  commonplace type of exhibit then an ordinary residence, so would probably be o f consider­ably more interest«  In i t a  fin a l development, I  believe tha t the story of the Sean could throw in teresting  l ig h t, fo r the v is ito r , on travel and trade in  the 18th century, and make one side of i t ,  th a t concerning people »ho travelled  and sailed  and stopped a t  a tavern In a port town mors rea l to him* This development would o f course include the kitchen and stab le  as well, fo r bote would have been closely associated with tee l i f e  of the tavern. The use of the stable as a museum i s  of course only temporary, pending the erection o f a permanent museum« la  Mw 

present sad immediate fu ture, u n til such time as tee  P^rk has the resources properly to do th is , the Tavern, and, i f  approved, tee Kit­chen, m ill continue to be exhibited by the Paris Operators« 1 am of 
the opinion th a t i t  would bo preferable, in  a National Park, to have the exhibit buildings operated by tea Park itse lf«  But sine«, due to lack of funds a t  present, the choice seems to be between allowing the Operators to exhibit o r not to exhibit a t  a l l ,  X believe tea t i t  i s  b e tte r fo r teem to make appropriate use of the building as long as 
they stow a proper regard fo r tea Park Service atend&rds, than fo r the buildings to be closed to the public entirely*

The suggestion^ has recently been made tha t the P*rk head­quarters be shifted to the Swan Tavern, and tha Lightfoot House be turned over to tee Operators* This would h v e  tha advantage, to  tee Park Service, o f concentrating a l l  the offices in  one building in­stead of two, fo r the present, and would give them, a t  tha future time when the offices wears moved to a permanent administration build­ing end the Tavern could be refurnished and opened fo r exhib it, a  free re in  in  tee development of tee building without being hampered by obligations to the Opera tore* Advantage would accrue to the Operators by the move, since they would in  the ¡»ightfoot House be more s tra teg ic­a lly  situated  to a t t r a c t  the v is ito rs  them they are e t  present. This suggestion has been discussed b rie fly  with the general manager e f tee Operating Company, and from th is  I  gathered te a t th e ir  reaction would be somewhat determined by th e ir  sueces* th is  coming season in  tee Swan Tavern, h ast year they did not a t t r a c t  A very large proportion e f  v is ito rs ; but since they have spent considerable weouuts of money in 
refurnishing the Tavern, they would be loathm to chinge unless tee
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Tsvera continued uaprot‘i  tab le  and they were ear® the change 'ould be 
r iw a t H K W » .

Fro» the standpoint of th e  h i8to r ic a l  end in te rp re ta tiv e  %oxk 
o f th* i 't rk ,  1 sa  of the opinion th a t the o e s ira b ili ty  o f th« change 
rould hinge upon the probable fu ture course o f develop»«»t here* I f  
there «ere say lik lihood  o f a  permanent adm inistration  building*« being 
constructed in  the aear fu tu re , such a h i f t  would probably be d e s ir­
able fro» e l l  sides* But otherwise I  should n o t be disposed to reeo*- 
eead i t*  For reasons ou tlined  prev iously , X fe e l th a t the Sveta Tavern 
i s  the sore important o f the two resto red  bu ild ings, and th a t  i f  only 
one i s  to  be ex h ib ited , the  Tavern should be th e  one* Therefore, i f  
p lacing the o ff ic e s  th ere  would remove i t  fro* c irc u la tio n , so to 
speak, fo r  ton years, 1 rould consider the move ra th e r questionable*

Xhs. SorbL’i SrUCfii. atm *  JM-* building a t  present houses theUnited S tates Pest Office* tthen the building was restored, i t  «as probably with the in ten tion  of ultim ately restoring  i t  completely end furnishing *it ®s an Apothecary Shop. How­ever, since i t  has no particu la r connection with e ith e r the commercial or the m ilitary story of lo rk to  ms, l  would recommend tha t i t s  present use be continued in d efin ite ly . The contribution tha t i t  makes to the colonial atmosphere of the tom  ju s t i f ie s  i t s  existence as *n ex teriorly  restored building, but 1 do not believe that i t s  h is to ric  in te re s t jus­t i f ie d  a complete in te r io r  resto ra tion  sad exhibit, i t s  use as s Post 
Office does not de trac t from the general colonial atmosphere, since to most v is ito rs  i t  i s  ju s t an a ttrac tiv e  building, and i t s  modern function does not force I t s e l f  upon than*
The Reynolds Storehouse. This building has not been re s to red  as ye t,but since th is  resto ra tion  has been consid­ered in  the past fo r use as a museum and may cam« up again, i t s  inclu­sion in  th is  «Hr study seems justifiab le*  The resto ration  o f th« Rey­nolds Brick Storehouse would be of considerable in te re s t  because of i t s  commercial function. As w ill bo seen in  toe h is to ric a l section of th is  report to follow, the extensive shipping in te re s ts  o f i t s  o*ner, 
and toe knowledge we have of i t s  records» mdte th is  a log ical building to be restored completely and exhibited to the public* However, 1 would not recommend «ay resto ra tion  which applied only to  the e x te rio r and would make use of the in te r io r  as a conventional museum. Such a tho­roughly modern sad unhi&tofic use of the building »ould, In ay opinion, tend to destroy i t s  effectiveness as a resto ra tion , except es a contri­
bution to toe atmosphere of the town, dost v is ito rs  would leave thinking



of i t  as a auseuaa building, and not as a restored 18th century store and warehouse. And on the other hand, the type of arch itecture would »eke i t  d i f f ic u l t  to use i t  properly as & auaeua* Modem cueeua methods, ss exemplifies in  the iepartaan t of the in te r io r  cuseua in  fcashlngton, favor e simple, »lndoeleea building, planned ¿.round the exhibits to go la  i t ,  ra th er than trying to f i t  exhibits effectively  
in to  a twilding orig inally  designed for aoae to ta lly  d iffe ren t purpose*

Virginia button Harrington Acting P&j* Historian
March £, 1989


