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FOREWORD /

At the tine that Hanger Jlatorian Samoaon van called Into
the rtrwy, he was working an a study of the West House and the -jest
ifouse property (Lota ?6-?9)* His research had not reached the
point, nor was tine available, to do a documentary report such aa
van planned» It was possible, however, for hi» to prepare a de-
tailed statement which he did in the font of a memorandum»

Ranger historian Sampson*a aeaorandura of »iarch 1? constitutes
the bulk of this preliminary study* To it has been added sons addi-
tional Illustrations and a few brief notes about the house and its

present status*

April 9, 19%6 Charles E, Match, dr.
Mark Historian
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March 17# 1956

Memorandum ¢
Toi ?ark Historian Hatch
Proas Hangar Historian w, R. iaspson

Subject! -ighteenth Century I*evelopaant of Lota 76-79 (West House
Property)

in attempting to deal with what asay be underground on the
site of Lots 76« 77# 70# and 79# an unfortunate tin» olement has
jande It impossible to complete an adequate study of the Uncords of
York County* The elelas of title for the four lota is fairly cese»
plate except for the unfortunate gap of ninety-six years (1691-17-7)
in the record of Let 76* However* a .wore thorough search of the
records of ills and inventories should he made* since there are
some tantalizing statements in deeds* which lead on* to sumisa tits
existence of extensive developments on Lots 76* 78* 79* as well as
thatin known to have bswn on Lot 77*

Lots 76-79 are bounded an the south by Main street* on the
vest by Mhe Great Vallar** on the north by a cliff descending toward
the York River* and on tee east by 'The Valley” which separates the
property from tee Torldotm tietesy MoncuaegB# The properties are
commonly called "The -eat Mouse roporty*" but all four lots sees
to have bean extensively developed indaj>endently of each other*

Tiie purpose of tele memorandum* as briefly mentioned above*
is to attempt, through documentary research and analysis* a description
of the development of the four lots* in order that the Sppftradtatabe
location of buildings, and appurtenances* may be aacerteinesd In

preparation for an archeological survey of tee area*
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In order to bring «one order out «* these, eaeu of the
four lots will be eonaidereo separately except In eaaes whore
ownership and therefore developstesni overlapped.

; Let 76

Lot 76 wats fronted by the true We# to Colonel illis»
Cole, Secretary of the iominion of Virginia In November, 16?1
(iT.C.ft, L.O..-.,, Ha. 1, * 3777 and no furrier record crises to
light until Dudley bilges deeded it, and Let« 77 and 79 to hie
daughter, Elisabeth Hieholeon on April 3» 17 7 A*0*S#, b.B* £
(1777-1791), p. 3737*

Lillies Cole did net forfeit hi# original title which
would indicate that he built a house on lot 76 at least twenty feet
square and dthia four -months of purchase (Act of 1691)« ilowevar,
in the deed to Elisabeth Kicholsan, «ntiun Is &ade of the fact
that Dudley Diggee had been residing an the iters« lets* Since the
Lest House lutd long before been cormtroctei, an educated guess
dght a»euae that Dirge« lived there, since a residence on Lot 77
would occupy a '-jore auspicious place titan one located to the rear
of Main Street as lot ?6 was* A dwelling constructed tm Lot 76
would probably have r-eea on the west side of the lot, facing The
Great Vallay, n since entrance would have been gained iroa that in-
formal ttesrtnglifar** However, it could nave been that the house
would have faced the river os the north* 1 have found no references

to development of Let 76 during tbs 19th century.



10%1r?

David ;toner, Constable for the lower portion of Bruton
,arish, was deeded Lot 77 on Sereafoor $k> 1691 P 0«’-«, to« 1,
p« 388"« However, on March 25, 16%>2, he delear©; hla Intention of
sailing for Upland "«G#*», D«QW, no* 9, p« 138/jl and since ha
did not build within fear »»ntha, the property wae forfeited, rt-
verting to the trustees*

Bilee and laaanaal ilia af lulbcary Island .ariah, uarwick
County, according to an Indenture dated .Jane 8, 1706, paid ISO pounds
of tobacco for Lot 77, provision being atode for the construction of
a house within twelve months, according to m Act of 1699*
Deada, Sa* 2 (1701-1713)* p. nff* The Villa held the lot until
July 10, 1721 When it was sold to *11118» stark, Merchant, along
with the buildin 'S £*»C, :., h» & 3«, Mp* 3, fx 36£j7* thus the
erection of the West jlouse m/ fee dated mmiAm durAnf the twelve
month period aixbaeqaunt to June, 1706« the ?wration of "building#*
would indicate the presence of at least a few outbuildia™a, but not
until 3utrk sold the property to Cola -it, as cm January 15, 1730-31,
la sencion made of specific boildin :a”»r. «ade, ho. 1, p« 6cJ«
Lecording to this deed, the property was add together with all houses,
edifices, buildin s, kitchens, stables, ban'», ardena, etc« The
known location of the existin', outbuildin a in 1796 indicates that
the earlier strictures were to the east and rear of the uain house«

In 171il, at the death of Cole ligicea, hie town lots (76
inherited frost his mother, the daughter of dilliaa Cole, and Lot 77

purchased in 1730-31) apparently passed to his third son, Dudley,



who also inherited Lot T2, the sit« of the «slating 'mg,~es Sous«*M
(Ullsy, ~lorktown," pp. 10 —106«)

In April* 1755, tlggea purchased Lot 79 (*ee hale*/) and
evidently used th« structures on It for his own purposes, sine«,
according to an insurance drawing dated April 6, 1796, the West
house stable was >n Lot 79*

fcobsrt sichoison, t-iggssl son-in-law, took out an Insurance
policy on the structures n Lots 77 and 79 in 1796, and it is fro«
this record that the first definite idea of structures on the lots
anarges (lllustration on page 17)* According to this dreeing, the
house on Lot 77 was 50 feat long, 30 feet wide and on»««Lory high*
Thirty-four feet east of the dwelling, and perhaps 25 fsot north
of lain street, was a smoke house (mod) of unknown dimensions
(perhaps 10* x 10*)* Four to six feet to the rear of the aa»kc-
house, and 31 feet from ths West i/oass, was a Oranary (wood), perhaps
12 to 11 fset square* bix feat behind! the Granary wap a ono-atewry
kitchen (wood) 16* x 22** Forty-four fe t east of the kitchen was
a stable of wood 16* x 18* tilth a shad at each end* The north end
probably in line with the north end of the kitchen and the sooth end
probably in line with the north end of the Granary, making the
entire structure approximately 28 fast long* wince the original
half-acre lota were sight poles wide and ten poles in depth, the
etable on the insurance drawing could not have :een on Lot 77 since
the house and first row of dependencies occupied one hundred feet
of the 132 foot frontage and the stable wca W fset fmi the fi"st

row of dependentlsee the stable was probably built after 1755, but



could possibly have bom «X of to® strurturee standing on Lot 79
Mbta it wuv told to Ludlay LiggeS* Umi insurance reeora shows a
well situated par?taps 12 foot to the west of toe kitchen and to the
east and rear of the house*

In 1821 the three lots passed to John R* West» and it is
from his ownership tast the property and hnuse jorivad their names

*CR*| L#t B*| Ho* 9f |)pa

¢hare are several extant drawings* >lane» end pictures of
iorkteun which enow the test Louse, The earliest is e view of
Yorktown painted by John Uauatlett In 1755 (Illustration on page 1S)*
Hie eat house is shown without dependencies and no house* or other
structures are shown on Lota 77* ?& and 79*

In foverebor, 1781» the French billeting officer 'derthior
drew a plan oi Xbrktovm showing the -eat House end a large structure
immediately to toe east» possibly the dwelling on Lot 79 (lllustration
on page 16)« Evidently there are* no suitable structures on Lots
76 and 78* Hollowing the ealneula Csopeign of 1862» toe Headquarters
of It* O, L. (?) «beaton were located in the j»eat House* 1 sketch
aade at tost tiae shows toe house and two dependencies immediately
to toe east (illustration on page IB).

In February of this year (1956)» a brick footing» or pier»
was found 15* k" to the east and 7* 10* south of the southeast corner
ef the ¢est house* ThaMN were 9 bricks arranged in e litl square,
each brick being 1*5" x k*5** Their depth is not known» and no

relationship to toe sain structure has yet been established«



Lot 78

Lot 70 was deeded to Hw**1* Ralph ddrasley, sqI*of
iiddleeex Caunty on November 2b$ 16$>1, but he evidently failed to
build oxi the lot fop it wu forfeited ¢(7»1.1», D.j. >0. 1, p, bO'T#
4111am Oordon of fork parish acquired the property on Juno 2k9
1706 Deed*, No# 2, p. 2067, and evidently complied with
the building stipulation of the deed, for on boveaber 2?7, 1707#
(well pact the twelve month H alt), he sold it to Janes Wallace of
Hisabeth City County together with its rights, pienbore, and appurte»
nances# however, the structures could not have been too elaborate,
for it was sold for tl'te same prle« that had been paid for the vacant
lot, 100 pounds of tobacco ¢(7#C-#U, ]). fit 3#, ho# 2, p# 2%£f, Chon
the property next changed hands in V26, it was so d with all houses
and buildings. Its value being (20 current mmy of Virginia £T.C'a.,
Dtua. I, (171>1729), p. L&7#

ay 1767 when, a.:U;r several years of litigation, the
property «fan sold by villi«« jtees to Thomas ©rotter and Tho.ua» Tower.
The value was set at fclOO, indicating a rather elaborate, or ex»
tensive, development of the site "7#CH Leeds, jSo* 7, p* 2o0g7#
The property changed xezxis again in 1767 with no increase in value,
but by 1773# when Tmma» Arever sold the lot to James i/tmalcy, the
valuation was h£$0 current suaey of Virginia# ovaver, it is well
to bear in mind that this increased evaluation would be at least
partially c >apensated for by the post French and Indian War inflation
£t*C#\#, Deeds, o0, 6, p. 362" Accor'ting to a court record of March,

1705 in which reference is mm to a “iiom below Stairs called the
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Chanber«*' til® «welling nswt hare bese et least a #tw*y and a half
A .C.R»j @ Book, *» c, p* 26jy»

Xet ?77' chan;'«l hands a”ain in 1798, bat the valuation had
dropped to ftO lawful ssngy, possibly as a result of tiepression,
but store probably because of damage ami destruction elevar by fire
or war.

The limited restareh actonpllstied <loee not reveal any
description or listing of buildings on Lot 7& X can, tterefore,
offer n clues ae to location, sise, or number of sir; cr/ores on the
lot. in all probability, the dwelling on Lot 7 faced «asi, though
it possibly cnld heve faced north

ktuz

Let 7? which adjoins lot 77 on the amt wan deeded te dote
Myhill on doveriber 1"-71 B, o 0. 1, pp. By*r*

It appear* that //hill forfaited the land, for in 170b illlee
iKxrdin /"irchafted tue let fro« the trustee ¢ i«'.. », Leeds, Ho, 2,

p. 2027 at the mm tine-that he purchased. Lot 79. to duly 2, 171k«
borden enteren into partnership with John AxdABW» Charlas Cox, and
Nicholas tM Illipe *for digging and stoning a bell to b* pieced in
ye Lett of willian Qordon on ye South side of said Lott adjoyniag

to .ala »Street ¢ * «” ;¥ n, ¢ceda and non--3, v>. 1, p. 787*
About ten square feet of the lot were deeded to Andrews, cox, and
hillips, and all p«rtnure were to share in the original cost and
subsequent upkeep.

the will of -<illiaa ordon, dated Septeiaber 19# 1730,
gave Let 79 and the houses and etorehows- e at -the river side (the

beach area) to hie wife, Margaret Gordon* is daughter, Mary towsing,
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was given «nother town lot, not 7c> since that had ¥k sold in
1707 to Jmtts Wallace, but ma already in the maing Tastily W.rough
purchase in 1726 [t* *B., 'rdars & ‘ilia, Wo* 17, p* 13G/*

There in » break in the title, Put in 1?i»9# when Mordec-ai
Booth, a narchant of uGLoueeeter County, sole it to Jams Vide, sqr.,
the property v«g valued at s>DQ current stdnsy* The purchase pries
included a va-ehooee and dwellin' ho\u*, and a poop, pumphouse, and
mhep at the rives* sice /tv . «eda, , J* 31|/* Such purchase
prise included .Booth*e holdings in the beach area, evidently, for
by the tir<ie tudley fttggef acquired the property in 1755* the asking
price was only s. Oincluding houses *, heeds, He* 6, p* IT/»
It la interesting to note that the uforaasRt.once well on the south
half of the lot was praninent enough to define the lot*  .ue night
speculate about the developswmte on the property for evidently at
one tiae, L «ra were several elaborate structures* *s cafore proved,
Dudley hinges bad a stable on the prptleus* This stable could have
en part of the daselqaisat of the lot under the Qertkws eaaily or
1t could have been built by Hggea* At any rate, the stable was
not In asuitable location t have been a converted duellinge
What happened to the buildings on the lot la junknown, although the
lan of Serihier (1731) sljowa a large structure, ¢.able end to the
street irauvdialaly cast of the -esfc House* oinee worthier was not
unduly concerned with perspective, and since no such structure is
indicated on the insurance record of 1796, it «aight be aesvised that

such a structure- as Berthier shows was farther to tho east on let 79*
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John Qauntlett's view of Torlctown of 1755 shows a sieeable
dwellinr vast of the est House with it« gable end to the jstreet,
A shed attached toO the north end might Indicate that the artist wee
looking at the rear of the building» thee placing the structure on
the north side of Hein Street and in accordance with Berthier's
plan« Clauntlettl« perspective» however» wee sometine awry» and he
my have misplaced the etrueture in question» since It Is too close
to the West .louse to actually be on Lot 75«

In the above suppositions» It wist be rcwMfcwad that
there was a concentration of allied artillery fire an the east end
of forktoun during the ¢lege of 1781* jAiring» and after» the Siege
the larger duellime «ere used to quarter troops. Thus» «any of
the buildin,,a which have disappeared could have b»« destroyed by
the cannonading or by destruction and fire during the occupation
of the town by troops» notoriously careless of private property.

the 1862 drawing shows a large structure gable end to
the street and thia might be the one shown on Berthier's plan or
one of later ceafttroctlcm.

Hy apologies accompany this brief study for so few facts
are known that it has been necessary to rely on internal analysis
of documents «to iueh conjecture.

Althea ii all four lots were developed» the only accurate
description is of Lot 77 and the well on Lot 79. the lots changed
hands frequently» two or «ore lots often belonging to the same
individual. The quastir« necessarily arises as to the development

of the lets 76» 77# and 79 when they were owned by ludlay :



Did hi develop the three for his owmn pinonil oM| or did hi w#t
sat the thret> Dwelling*? If hi. lived in -he ©et House ansi leased
or rented the -hv-'W :i<mse on Let hZf one could aesuata that iota
76, 771 end 79 sere Developed for his own us*» and such structures
as he found already existing* would bs modified or destroyed*
bigges night well have lived in the *f&st House for with the three
lots he wonld have had nore rows than on the one lot where what is
now called the Dir; as House stands* Clyde Tmdsll claims that the
smlherry trees which framd the house mi Lot 7? from the street were
planted by HlggaS (Trudell* Colonial Yorktown* p* ’7)*  uch beauti-
fication and improvement Might indicate that birrres occupiaU tie
house personally*

Igpri 'wt hwMit r<? -mlis if nftn im r Vi cantor?
isent mi the sitee«~>an unfortunate occurrence since lack of such

knowledge necessarily detracts fir*j5 the value of this report.
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Hchabl ITtation — 19*jh~19%£

During this two year interval, essential repair and re-
placement on the «at House ha« bo®» carried out by the Park to the
limit of available funds» This work ha« included the removal of
recant appendages on the rear of the house, amm re-weathert*ardi*i£,
the replacement of eoaa windows with the repair of others, the re-
placement of faulty timbers and such—all needad to stabilise the
structure, the jgreater part or the work has been handQLsd by Carpenter
tfilUian D* Hhoe under the supervision of the j'ark staff and others*
Original desijp as seen in the house, or in the locality, has been
followed* The work dans was in the critical and emergency category'

and doss not constitute * restoration. That has yet to cos».
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Two Statements About
tho -»eat douse

yds ?¢ Trurisli, Colonial forktown, (193S), pp. »5-62.

Mould a co-amlssion ever bo appoint'd to select on«
certain house of the Colonial period that would portray
in Its pian, details and proportions the typical home of
Tidewater Tirginia perhaps no better Choice ¢ old be made
titan the »est Mouse In Xo-ktown.

Its large full depth central hall, the like of which
was so universally '«ployed in house# large and a'all
throughout the Colonyj the general arrangement with two
rooms opening off each aide of the hall) the rear open*
string staircase* with its gracefully turned balestare
and ornamented facings) the comer fireplaces grouped to
make but two chimneys necessary) all are details of the
plan and disposition of rooms and major appointments of
the type of home most generally built throughout the
old jofflinlon*

Mspy, many more sutfiptuous dwellings the-a were *tia
true, and the West House cannot be compared with the great
manor houses of the eighty plantations* but they were in
their day  « « not typical of the thousands of nor® humble
dwellings . « ¢ /and” during the eighteenth century the
frame dwellings far outnumbered their brick « ¢ ¢ The
simple dignity of the West House is moat aye arresting in

Its visual appeal * . « It is of the story and a half type

ta



of coneftruction with a full first story and a alafile
gable roof that mfces necessary the eaployRent of denser
wind«» to light the second floor . o e

?srb*ps the met Intermating interim phase of the
house #s the parlor, paneled fron floor to coiling, with
the ssrlec i?aa&ls broken by a Moulded aiair rail. A
doli htfully naive arch treatment leads tO the rear room*
The paneling retains its original paint co ore which were
a rather alarming cagination of lavenders, greens and
golds now so mellowed and softened by tine as to but barely
suggest the vivid hues they mat have originally preseated»

2n An > Sendreu, lee-Proaident and Resident Architect, Colonial
«illiaasburg, Inc* ¢ 1952

tty estimate of 'the value; of the -.oat house itself
mbs based on the fact that it is s good cxsople of a &d-
18th century house, soae ;wurta of which indicate that it
may have been built soaewhai earlier than this. It is of
generous sise with an unusual side gsbla* It has good
proportions and is attractive both on the exterior and
interior. 1t has ten rooms amt the principal ones are
large and eoorvodi/nis» Such of the interior woodwork is
original and in good conditio» end is representative of
taro very interesting periods of architecture» The taro
periods Indicate the original and later 18th century
alterations« Modem alterations have not spoiled the
original appearance to any great extent and could «sally

be removed« Die cellars are of unusual interest with
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massive brick wall partitions, hoavy helmed ceilings and
a vaulted win« cellar* The structural features appear to
be in rood condition* A moderate amount of repair and
restoration work would sjake the house suitable for exhi-
bition « « « The complete restoration of tee house and
grounds would not be difficult in relativi to restoration

work which ha« sen doma ela«?w*ers N the vicinity e o
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