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POBACCO GULTIVATION IN |

SIVENTEINIH CEITURY JAMEST RN AND VIKGINIA

:(with particular reference to.the years before 1650)

The earliest full account of tobacco cultivation in

Virginia s contained in Thomas Glover, An hegount of Virginia, Its

Seituation, Temmerature, Sroductions, Inhabitants, and Their Mamer
) 1

of Ilanting Tobacco, Etc., written in 1671, . Marrland account

of 1666 (from which it might be hoped valuable parallels could be
. .

drawn) adds very 111‘&;‘&1& rmore than picturesque langmage.‘w According
to Glover:

"ees In the twelve~dales ﬁ‘welfth Wight, January/
they begin to gow their Seed in Beds of fine :.nuld, and
when the Plants be grovm to the Dreadth of a Shilling, .
they are fit to replant into the Hills; for in their
Plantations they mske small Hills sbout 4 Yoot distant
from each other, somewhat after the Hanner of our Hon-
yards. These Hills belng prepared against the ‘lants
be grown to the foregentioned Bigness (which is about
the Beginning of YXay) they then in molst ‘.eather draw
the Plants out of their Beds, and replant the: in the

" Hills, which afterward they keep with diligent TVeedings.
Y'hen the Plant hath put oul so many Leaves as the Uround

1 feprint, Oxford, 1904 (from Philosophical i'ransactions of the iioyal

Soeiety, June 20, 1676), pp. 28«30; see L. U, Grar, Hlstour of ‘gri~ .

culture in the Southern Unlted States to 1860 (2 vols., L.ashington
Tu Coy 1933), I, 215.

2 In George slsop, A Character of the Province of Marrland, reproduced
in C. C. Hall, ed., lorratives of Larly iarvland, 1633-1684 {New
York, 1910), p, 363, For abstrzct, see .ppendix B, :

=




TR TR TR T

@

TFx

, On the basis of inferential é’cyj.dence, there 13 good reason for heliev~

" ing that, from the verv earliest years in Virginia, the tobacco culbi~

differed only in part.

will nourish to a Jubstance and Largeness that will = T
render thew Uerchantable, then th.r take off the Top . - o
of the Plant: If the Ground be very rich ther let & B :
Flant nut out 12 or 16 Leaves before they top it; if
mean, then not above 9 or 10, and so according to the
~Strength of their Soil. The Top being Taken off, the
“lant grows no higher, but afterwards 1t will put out o .
- Suckers between their Leaves, which thev nluck avay i o
once a Leek, till the Plant comes to Perfection, which ‘ S
it doth in iugust. Then in dry ‘eather, when there is
a little Breeze of Uind, thev cut down what is rive,
letting it lie about 4 Hours on the Ground, till such
time as the leaves, that stood strutting out, fall down
to the Stalk: fThen they carrs it on their Shoulders
into their Tobacco Houses, where other Servants taking
of it drive into the Stalk of eack Plant a Yegs and as
" fast as they are pegp'd, they hang then up by the Pegs
~on Tobacco=Sticks, so nigh each other, thit they just -
touch, much after the Manner they hang Herrings in Yare |
- -mouth: Thus ther lot the= hang 5 or 6 lieeks, ti11 such - ' )
tine as the Stem in the Middle of the leaf will snan in S d
the Dending of 1t: Then when the 4ir hath so moistened SRR
the Leaf, as that it may be handled without brecking,
they strike it down, strin it off the 3talk, bind it up
in Bundles, and pack it into Hogsheads for Use.

Sometines they are forced to plant their hills twice
- or thrice over, by reason of an Eartheworm which eats the
root, and when the plant is well grown they suffer damage
br a “.orm that devours the leaf, called a Horn-worm (an
zruea or Caberpillar! which is bred upon the leaf; if these
worns be not carefully taken off they will spoil the whole , ‘
~ Cron. , 1

vation process was very nuch the same as the above; mnd, the technioues

3 todified according to internretive feasibility,

3

At the same time, the remarks of John Clayton (in Y. Letter...to the
Hoyal Society, Hay 12, 1688," in “eter Porce, collector, Tricts ang
Jther Paners Helatinr...The Colonies in Horth smevicse.. f4 vols., ]
Vashington, D. C., 183645/, III) should be kept in mind and be ap- o
plied to all phases of the tobacco cultivation nrces 3s:  "The Flanters.
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the Glover account might we_il be the basis fcrdany "typical® 17th

century tohacco develoament on Jamestown Isiand tdday.

Discounting the five or six eurliest ffears of experimenta~
tion with Licotiana gabacggg‘»ﬁhen Argall's testimony as to tobaéco
grouing in "the morket nlace, and streets, and all other spare placés" o
at Jamestowns seems an indication of rather haphazard cultivation
technicues ~=there is evidence t;hat a éettled pattern ‘of\ first, sow= '
ing the tiny tobacco seeds broadeast in seed=beds and ‘then, trans-

nlanting the young plants into rows of prenared hillocks, had very

differ about the tlme of planting, or pltching their Crops: Some
are for »itching their crops very early, othiers late, without any
Distinction of the nature of the Soils; and 'tis fron the different
Effects that they find, in that, sometimes early, sometlimes the lrte
plantinz succeeds...." Subject to the availability of records, the
general practice of the average good {and law-abiding) planter is
all that, by and large, can be described in the limits of any such
report as this. Then as now, there was bound to be individual
variation in technique =~ variation not necessarily recorded for
posterity. ) -

Following John lolfe's importation of this sunerior variety, prob-
ably in 16131, from Trinidad (Jerome L. Brooks, ed,, Tobacco, Its '
History Illustrated by the Dooks, Lamuscripts, and Cnapavings in the
Iibrary of Ueorpe irents, Jdr., /5 vols., liew York, 193’?-523, I, 525«6
Hereafter cited as ..rents, [obacco).

5 May 1617, as cited in idward arber, ed., Travels and Vorks Q_ﬁ_ Cantain
John Smith (2 vols,, Zdinburgh, 1910}, II, 535. HereaTter cited zs
T.01%8. )
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early developed. The mative Indian methods {which apparently in-
7
volved no transnlanting) were quite soon found ag "wanting” ag the

native Nicotlana rustica which Strachev described in 1612 as “poore

and weake, and of a‘,,byting taste . ., " In a letter to Sir bdwin

- 9 ) ‘
Sandys. of January 16, 1619/20," John Pory distinguished between sow-
ing and nlantiné, as stagea in the tabacc'dcultivation process. A
Virglnia colony law pmscr:lbinu distance between tobacco plants (&

0
law most easily observed by transplanting cperations) care in 1628

6 Rather than renresenting the continuation of agriculbural methods
used in Ingland for vegetables (P. &. Bruce, lcononic Histo
Virginia in the Seventeenth Century /2 vols., New York, 1907/, I, 163),
the transplanting system may actually have been based on knowledge of
tobagco cultivation methods already in use in Burope (nerhaps even in
England) and in the lest Tndies, modified according to Virginia con-
ditions. OSince 1567, the detailed cultivation infornation in Jean
Tiebault, Ltipriculture et lialson Husticue ~- which embhraced such a
technique =- had been available in Lurope {an Inglish translation was
available in 1600).  Iiebault had secured much of his information from
Nicot, the French . mbassador to Portugal, who had introduced tobacco
from there into France. Much tohacco had prohably been grovn in _furope
prior to 1600 {see Sarah A, Dickson, Panacea, on :'g_egj._ogg Bane /[ilew
York, 1954/, Chapter IV). I am indebted to Miss Sareh i. Dickeon,
Curator, .rents Collection, New York Public Library, for this hypothe-
gis. Because of the eultivation parallels to early colonial practice,
a translation of part of Liehaultls account is raproduvef! as Appendix
A to this report.

7 But rather merely the inserting of seed in the mulverized soil of

-+ garden plots at more or less regular intervals {Bruce, I, 162, and
Plate XX in Thoras Harriot, ,_;},rra.tiwre of the First Enzlish Planbation -
of ¥irginia / Frankfort, 1590; renrint, London, 139 The latter shows
~the Indian town of Secota, with plot of tobacco. -

8 R, H, Major, ed., The liistopie of Trovaile into Virsinia Dritannia by
William Strachey {Tondon, 1849), pe 121,

? Susan M. Kingsbury, ed., LI'_@_ Records of the Virg:.nié Cormany of ogdog .

(h vols., Washington, D. (..., 1906-35) 111, 257. Hex‘eafter cited as
Ya. Lo. scds,

10 This law prescribed that plants were to he set L feet apart (’ee. W

Yening, The Statutes at larget Being a Gollection of i1l the Lavis ._g
Virginia / 13 vols., wictmond, 1309-237,' I, 130, , ,

L




\ Sead beds probably va:ried 1n eize accuniing to the final

11
‘yn.eld desirad (or alloWed by Lw). John Josselyn obaerved beds in

. Nevw En gland 1n the. la'hter nart. of the century that. were "abnut three ‘,

: ywrds 1ong, or more accor&ing to the ground they intend to plant. » and
12 :
“a yard and a half over.’?l . Similarlgr, no doubt in Vj.rginia. ‘I‘ha bedu
~'._471rr¢=,~re probably kept ”activa“ till tha desired rmnber of ’cranspl&ntings .

. ‘was assured (or, later, t.ill the dat.e set by 1sm prohibiting further

‘:in

‘planting) No doubt 'bhe observ' tion mado 1n 1732 that, tobacca “sovm

beds « v [Engy carefulh scattered needs no raking but will do

11

13

In 1621, the number of p}.anta hawestable was limited to 1000 per 50 :_,‘ o

head of a family or per luborer; in October 1629, production was
limited to 3000 plants per tithable; the following March, the 1limit
was raised to 2000 plants per eapita — and so forth (for convenient

-summary, see Gray, I, '261).  ‘The mtent, first, was to secure a food
‘sunply and a varied colonial economy very soon, to uphold the sales

price of tcb&cco.

'JohgyJosselyn, i Ageount, g.i:.'lm.‘{gx@zzﬁ :c.éﬁsﬁ Mﬁmﬂm, PR
RN ‘

In the March 1657/58 session of the House of Burges'aes, it. was m'dered B

that no tobdcco was to be planted after July 10, under penalty of a -

-+ fine of 10,000 nounds of tobacco (H. R. McIlwaine, ed., Jou ‘ ___f_ ;
- . the House _n_;‘_ Burgess of Virginia, 1619-1658/9 /Richmond, 190 '

- 307). In a petition to Lt. Gov. Nicholson, in 1691, one Baniel tade
" asked "to be relieved from the fine imposed for infraction of the.

" _tobacco law relative to numbers of to’bacco plants set' and pointed out N

. " as evidence of his law~abidingness that on the last day of June he had . . -
. cut all tobacco plants he then had growing in (seed) beds. Tempta~ .
;. tion would be vemoved! In additlon to this inferential highlight on 4

. geed beds, Viade is also: resnonsible for the observation (based on 35

- years experience) that it was "constant practise of all planters while

s tobaceo was small, in weeding,’ where a plant was wanting, to sunply

L B_‘ggazine of Historz _gglg, Bzo anh s VI, 397 — hereaf'ter cited ag ‘MHB)

the place by taking one ocut of a hill that had two , » . (Virginia

- . Lo
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even £ill April"  1s applicable to an earller period. Josselyn's

obséivat_ian that the "rich mould siftefi'?' {of the seed beds) was trod~
den down hzﬁ'd, 7then, after sowing seeds thereon "as thiclt as may be,"

and covering with fine earth thﬂ trodden "down again as i;xard as pos~
sible they can'. . " s is not necessarily applicable, however, to
Virginia soil conditlon'sk.‘ The esrliest growers probably did not "try
the goodness of their seed” beforehand by "casting a little thereof”

into the fire ‘("if‘ it be good it> will sparkle after the manner of gun~
powder''), as John Clayton observed to be the practice in 1682; nor,
probably, did they mix the seed with asﬁea :(;hc assure a more even distrie
bution). It seems quite likely, however, ihat( it had early been found
woiﬁhwhile to cover the seed beds for prntéction f@ the frosts of
January and Febmary, thougﬁ the uaé of"s few oak leaves s OF ther like"
(instead of straw, whilch apparently was soon found to harbor a destruc~
tive small fly) ‘may not ‘have been settled unon for some t:!.me;ls - Probably
in many cases the seed beds were located so as to be sheltered from the

wind by stands of trees (in place of the walls mentloned in the early

14 By Scotsman William Hugh Grove, travelling in Virginia (Manuseript
"iary," p. 63, ilderman Library). -

m@omparé the observation of the Inglish .;Sémnhletaer, Co Tog Ma v s

" when sowne, 1t must be covered but thinly with earth . . ." inipn
" Jdvice How £o Plant Tobacco in ingland (London, 1615).

15 Clavton, op. gite, n. 18

16 pryce (I, 396) cites this as custorary with “much” corn and tobacco--
though seed beds are not specifically singled out. OSee also Snith,
Lorks, II, 953 ("Betwixt those trees they plant their corne, whose
great bodies)doe much defend it from extreme gusts, and heat of the
Sunne 5 .m [ ‘ . o . ’ Lo ‘

.
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Viest, Indian amd Eumpean accmmt‘s). Perhaps (as in the Indies) @

southern exposure was chosen.k -

Undar t}"tﬂ.c&l condi*ﬁiona (not necessarily on Jarneswwn Island),

"'cultivati.on methods wem priuitive. Thouo'h the early ccnvictim tha.t
17
- manuring made for 'hobacco rank in flavor . was no incentive to im-

:tensive cultivation oi‘ tha aoil, the plentifu}.neea o;t virgin land (partic- -

arly, the much»desired "black mould" which came fz-on cleaned pina

woods land) 18

plant (coupled with legislative enactments Iimiting the number of planbs ‘

to be tended, and leaves gathemd) made extensive cu}.tiva.tion almost .
inevitable frou the a’carﬁ. At.‘ the same time, the practice 61‘ ‘"cdw-

-penning" for enriching the soil - especially with 'mference to "hired"

land = had dwaloped by 1688; and marsh soil had been t ried as a .
18a

. fertilizer - though wi.th indii‘ferent results, o If tobacco in any

'f,auanbitv was grawing on James’hmm Ialand at this date (and one auapects a

and the aoil-exhaustive propensitiea of the toba.c.ao Lo

. See the Liebault account ’ _g. gﬁ, Appendix A

A Bruce, I, 322 - : :
18 gee Bea:uchamp Plentagénét , "A descrintion of the Province of New j :

Elbion" in Force, Irncts, II, and fimerdean Hushandey (2 vola.,
Londom, 1775}, I, 202 ff. Virginians, by the end of the century. .
already noted for their "sweet-scented" tobaceo {(Marylend, by con=
trast, was noted for its strong and heavy "Oronoko"), cultivated
the clearsd botton ti mber land that vas relatively high and dry.
Drainage of the lowest (or marsh and swamp) land for tobacco grow-

ing was strongly opnosed in the belief that such land produced "non-
burning" tohacco (Cp. Clavton, op. __3,3., particularlyr with reference -

to 'c.he) nossihilitie& of draining the ¢ he“mod swamp on James‘hmm
Island)s ¥

Clagton, - _ga t; Gmy, I,‘El? -

SN St

vy




. the opposite to be true), smle such intensive uulbivat.ion no douht ‘
' ,\i -«as tho rule. " ouch cultivat:.on was cerﬂﬂnly nob typical of Virginia

- ‘as a uhole, hwever,

..th the use or new landa a mmta.nt. practice in the colony, R

 the hos beramo the standard tobacco tool of ‘the seventeenth cantury

a result, was. virbually uselesa. Viith thu hoa, inevita‘»]_;q-, the land
o bet’”ee“ the 1085 and atumns was made ready and kept clear. Of this taol,

b -
New land, even as lata aa 1696, 9, Wag not cleared of log’a and stumpa

- (left Standing two or three feet rrom the ground) Tha longh, v?.‘i"

- *them ware apparentl;,r two principal (tobaecu) varfeties at this time:
i t.ha narran (or, hilling) hoe, and the broad (or, weeding) hoe.zo Vlith

ot

e 19

‘3;. Noel ’Sainsbury, ed. » Calendar S'a é> pers Cologj,g; Series,

" American and West Ipdies, 1696-97 London, 1994}, pe G433 Avery CraVenv,,‘

" Soil uxhaustion as s Factor in the Asricultural Hivter* of irgg; g

19&There was at least om plough in Virginia as early as 1618 John _‘ ' .
Smith reported “scxne ‘thirtis or fortie acres wee had sowne with one . '

and Harvland, 1606- 750 Zﬂrhana, 1525}, pe 3he

Plough . . o " (%orks, II, 538). The use of the nlough under more

" intensive (but unbypical) tobageo cultivation conditions {probably

quite early on Jamestown Island--which was anparently "cleared” by the

late 'thirties) is not to be ruled out. And, it was certainly used in

other agricultural operations. Une hundred and fifty ploughs were rc~ ‘f

~ -ported at work in the colony. ln 1649 (Bruce I, W61).

T:” ] 20

Broad" and "narrow" hoes are-the types most frecuently enccuntered

- .. in the 17th~century records. Both are clearly mssociated by Tstham
- -(iilliam Tathan, An Eistordeal and Practice) kssay on the Culutre and -

Comerce of Tobacco JfLondon, 1803/ np. 12-13, with tobacco culbivationy

B by Tathan's tite, however, a "sprouting" hoe {defined as a amaller

" species of mattock) is in use == in-initial clearing operations. Ho . =

o such hoe was cited in any of the l7th-century records surveyed, nor is
* ... there mention of such in Bruce, who speaks earliest (I, 201) of only .

the "broad” hoe. DBruce does, however, cite (I, 463) a "grubbing" hoe

in an end-of=century reference; his citation is confirmed, additional~ .
15, by a 1625 in‘féntary in the General Court records (H. K. MeIlwaine, .

- eda, ’{irmtes of the Cou:m_u, and General Court of Colonial Virsinia,

1622-1632 1670-16 76 [idchmond, 192§7 P» 198 — hereafter cited as
?EcIlwaine, ‘igs. t_z_gg nu;:g s and a 1667 reference in thé T_s&ll;@g g;;g,

8
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~ the'Pirst, ith'e;f;:‘]v,apto“rér> probably soon learned to stand ,(qré._‘déscﬁbed; A

“in 1600) with foot advanced and throw dirt from all sides around his' =

A lej’glt;“dhror:q f‘;lgé- hillock, then to wi'bhdrav!his ;tc;ot and flatten the = - »
'."_“Ebp.‘ " Taithar{:-gi@éa dimenéiofxs i‘o:r the hilling ‘hurev; gf,',slix‘f to eight lixiqhe;s'; -
" width, and ten or'twelve inches long in the blade; for ‘the weeding hos,
" a blade 10 to 12 inches’};i&e,‘: ‘but Tof ']{iiiﬁner substance then the hillin- - .

‘i':«:;hqe, [ andj not ;near’so;ﬁeép, in thg f‘blac‘l*el"‘ By"méans of a ne;lgé, the

latter might be set at any angle to the handle. - Several 17th century

" examples of tﬁg firsttype bf’iyhéer:‘(hith comparable dimensions)- érré‘tc} e

" be’ found in-the Jame gtown ax".checi;gical d‘ai;ecﬁibn; only one example of ..

Mary Cuarterly (1st Ser., T%, 237-8). HNone of the citations, of . . .

: course, indicate a connection with tobacco. As a result, the
" © . “grubbing hoe" may be the same as the "sprouting hoe” (which Gray
" geers to think — see Uray, I, 217), or it may be something en-
. tirely different. See below. o S o

" Tatham, pp. 13=14. Though the hilling operatlon deseribed may-be -
applicable to an earlier day, the "planting" operation deseribed
| by Tathan (p. 16) seems a little too sophisticated (and demanding
" of manpower) to be tynical of the seventeenth century., In thls
‘method, one person "bears, susnended on one arm, a large basket full

of the plants just drawn” from the seed-beds. He "proceeds thus by .. . ]

. rows from hill to hill; and upon each hill he takes care to drop

- one of his nlants. Those who follow make a hole in the centre of

 each hill with their fingers,.and having adjusted the tobacco plant .
in its notural position, they knead the earth around the roots with -

. thelr hands, until it is of a sufficient consistency to sustain the ]

-plant against wind and weather." =

PR
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It was probablv not long (becau.se of roaming fam animals)

o bei‘ore tobacco pa,tches vere enclosed "with a alight fence of- cleft
Rails, " as ‘Hugh Jones observed t.c he the practice in l?Zh. Though
. one ‘might exnect thts only under more saﬁtled conditiona (certainly
. at Jamstoam) the Jﬁnea refﬂrence is tu "unstumpm“ land, cultf!:-

| ,'vated (even then) in the customry manner. Bruce finds referencea a

to "raila" in the caunty records as earl;,r as 1621. He :t‘urther pninta

ou,t that the wora fence, in t"ze conatruction of which ra::.ls were used,

V f‘waa the inventiou of ‘the settlers or a new country where Wood was ex-

) tremely abundant, a.nd sawmills fe’n in number. I‘or ’ohis t'me fence, B

_. ”na posts ¥were tr.a ‘be fashioned, no holes to be dug, no nails to be
T driven in. A general law regarding fencing (“::xverv man shall enclose -
| ' irhis ground with sufi‘icient. fences - e uppon theira dvm peril") was -
: pasaed a3 early as 1631~ :In 161;6 F legal fence vias. four and a half I’eet. i

' _21“1 The latter (Huseum Catalog No. J=530), in a rather battered state ’

~ has orojected dimensions of 10 inches (length, ineluding handle
" holder) and 73 inches (breadth). Relative narrowness of blade may
have meant less durability for the "narrow hoe"; this may accownt
for the dearth of examples in the Jamestown collection. Fragments

of hoes that may have been "narrow hoes" exist, but to "project" the .

~full dimensions thereof seens imnossible. . In examining &ll such

"artifacts" allowsnce has to be made for the "wear and tear" factor,

as well as the ravages of time. Also, individual variance according

to blacksmith., There are other 17th-century hoes in the Janestown -

- collecti ons which are smaller than the tobacco hoes cited — thus
. Museun No. J-81, which is only three inches wide, and four inches
.~ long. These may be examnles of the amall "garden hoe," to which -
" ‘Bruce found early reference (I, h63) These were probably not used
in tobacco cultivation. o - DR L

10




. y o
in height and elcsed to the bottam.

Cnce tmnsn]anted, the tobacco phnt — 38 GloVer euggesta |
| _‘-~ required sustainer care.. John Smi.'bh's contemtuous reference to |
l' "our men ruating :ln the ground about Tobacco 1like awine" mplies this,
» . perhabs, as much aa 11; doea a hoeing oner&tion.23 Williem Bullack
q ;{’noted :t.n 1649 that “. . . Tobacco, being once in the ground , is never
| out of. ha::d till in the Hogshead, and which is the misery of it. s the i
koneths of June » July, ] August bei.ng the yery heigh’o of t,heir sum-
mer, the poor servant goes daily through the rowes of Tobacco, stoop-
ing to worme it, and being overheated hé is struck with a Calenture or
‘reaver, and so perisheth.?“ Perhans the nruning ci.ted by Glover was
‘not as thoroughly done in the earliest years. The sunnosiﬁiona tha'b
‘ ‘. the English pamphlet.eer "{}. T.” directed againat i chudas" tobacco :
”in 1615 = could doubtless have ver:r well bean applied to Virginia tobacco.

) Bruce, I, 313-316~ Hening I, 1’76,332, dugh Jones, ’l‘he PI‘eseg"b' State
- of Vi hinia (London,, 7”&5, ppu 39~&O‘ L o

3 V\O §.’! II, 563

21 Willian Bullock, Jm,m Znpe gg;gllv Exa ;@_1 S (London, 161;9), P- 11.

25 "The tobacco which cones from the Bernudas is cas’o awav e::.ther by :
© - neglecting to prune it, or else because they nourish over many leaves

' _-on one stalke, which they do either out of Ignorance, or for that they
coult to have the greater guantity, or otherwise (C. 7., in /idvice How

“to Plant Tohacco Lg Tngland Jlondon, 1615/, p. 6).% Ralph Hamor amor wrote
early of Virginia and its tobacco, however: "lo country under the Sunne,

.. .. may, or doth afford more nleasant, sweet, and strong Tobacco, than I - '

"' .. have tasted there . . . which, howsoever belng then the first year of

.. our trial thereof, we had not the knowledge to cure and make up (A :i};gg

-Digcourse of the Present Lstate of Virginia « + . [London, 1615/ s Do 3!4).

i
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S But no doubt the methods that had become‘ atamia‘rd‘ hy 1671 had not

" been very long in coning. Ccmuet-it;\.on with "’Jarinas" (Sranish Hest s

- Indian) tobaceo 1 was 8trong s and the productlon of "merchantable" N :
’)7 C- N
tobacco ba!‘lj becana a.n economic necessity to the hard-pressed

Virginians.
L Emctly how the tobacco was harmstad in the ewlieqt years

~ has nat been ascertalned. The "amall scvth“ or sickle - oi' whlch

,several seventaenthncen urv fxaranles e‘cia‘c. ixz the Jamestovm archeo~

vlogical collection - iz a possibllit;r, thoug;h the 'blade seems oo

" narrom, £oo fragile, for the tough, fibrous tobacco stalk. In the .

6 With regard to- the "topping". operation, one fact of interest is

worth reporting. Performed by pressing the bud between thumb and |
forefinger, thumbnail serving as cutting instrument, 1t is said
that in the 17th century planters could be detected by means of the
abnormal thickness and disgoloration of theipr thumbnails (4. P.
— Middleton, Tohaeco Coast Kemort uews, 19537, pe 997 ‘
27
attempted as early as 1619 (when "tobacco tasters" were appointed),

- 4n an effort to secure a quality oroduct (as well as to enforce, for

other reasons, the luws cited elsewhere) » and to avold the marketing
of stalks, "succourings," and other “deceitful tobacco," this culti=-
vation study does not attemnt to go in any detail. iUnder "ouality"

- legislation, in addition to the laws citeds, also come luws regulate-
"¢ ing the time of striking down the tobacco in the barns, and the

brinsing it to market. A really effective systen {coupled with enw -
forced central government warchouses) was not set un till the early @ °

part of the 18th century (see Gray, I, 224~7). And shi-ments, in

the main, continued to be from the individual planter’s wharf, - ’

a e

Into the "ins and outs" of the var"» cus inspection syst.ems ’rhat were
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: i, 'courae of tine, a special "t.obacco knife" sees to have been de-
| >veloped. i If this resenbled the implmnt ahown in Fi‘,. 2 s Ap-
pendix (compare, a.'lso, Fig. 3), it waa é. "long scyth"-like aﬁ'air

| in the Jamestom muaeum ia perhapa a 1ike1y tcol. Thia is a aturi
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"straiaht ha.ndle of unlmcwn lengbh.
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- wit.h a relati%ly ahbr'b, 'thiek blade., The “brush hook" on nmibit

l

e .‘:-hooked blade abou‘b elenn .tnches 1ong, once a’cﬁacbeﬁ apparently to a L s

v i~'»

Probably (as now) the tobacco plants were cut about ona .

root from ‘the ground. =9 It. saems likelv tha.t the practice described
‘by Glover of carrying the tobacco plants into the barn on the shaul«- Ex
ders (or some such “free" aquivalent) was: onserved i'rom the start; the

' use of a porbable rield mc:k or atand did not come. till much 1ater. -
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Bruce introduces the "tobacco kni,fe“ into nis chapter on. "ngricul-— )
~tural Development, 1685-~1700," claiming (I, 440, n.) numerous crmnty
. court references thereto (though failing to cite one specifically).-.

. The only references found in ‘thias survey were in estate inven’c,crie:s
- . of 1679 and 1688 (Henrico w, ‘Deeds gnd 13118, 167792, p. 106.-

. and same, Deeds, %1115, GLhc., 1688497, -ps 116). of course, 8 everal
_other types of knives are came upon in the records. Tatham (p.'24) =

28“Comnare Plate 25b in Dorothy Hartley and Wargaret ©1liot, Life

Lork of the Peonle of Ensland (6 vols., London, 1926-31), V. The
"long soythe" shown seems to have a thinner, less sturdy blade than
that of the knife shown in Fig. 2, Appendi'ﬂc; the handle—length aeems
about the same, however, :

29 vi1111am Hush Grove, op. git., reported (in 1732) the nlants "cub about

a foot from the ground in August"; in the Viest Indles around mid-century;

according to Charles de Hochefort (Histoire Naturelle et Horale des -
. Iles #ntilles de L'Am@gi,%)ue Jotterdam, 1658/, abgbtract translated in -

83. ©
St

" speaks. of a "strong sharp kmife" used in harvesting tohacco - in. 1803. Lo

T Arents, :.oba co, Il, 331 s the plants wez'a "cut about an :inch above =

v e s
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In at least one contemporaneous fcx‘ei"n account,sa the use of a'

basket for gath«srlng nurposea 1s notedj such a noss:.bility (at

least as an individual variant) should not be ruled out v;it.h re~.

shact to seventeenth century Virgini&. "
The number Of 1eaves gatherable" from an individual plant

‘a’o a.ny given time varied accurding ta law and to practice. Both the

o to‘oacco plants allowed aach person, on:l,,v nine leaves wez-e to be har-7 .

law and the z)lantar (in muet caaes) were- interesteci quali’bv; the‘ .
law also sought {on occasion) e more varted colonial econony and the
malntenance of price levels, the planter (on ‘occe sir‘n) the circum-
vention of the law - out of economtc necessity. By thc tme. Thomas

Glover wrote, a freely allawed "rule of reason" anparent];v prevailed:

- the number of leaves tended a.nd ga.thered varied accarding to ao"l

conditions. In 1621, 1t was ardered that from each of the 1, OOO

- vested-.seven years Ltsr, the lznr allorved twelve leaves ner plant. -
&«feanwhﬂe > the i‘irst law had ocviouslv baen evaded, for the twelve -
ileaves were now allowed “instead of 25 or 30 as heretofore.t In 1632,

the allowable number of lsavea was again nine, but writes Jerone uroo%a‘ .

"like many of the similar 1am of the period, [ this lag was 1a“pely

» c. T., op. ¢it., p. 8. See also, "rints 6 snd 7, \pnendix.. In a

~ German print of 1702 (see Irint 2), the use of a bag for tobacco
gathering is depicted, Tathan (1‘303) speaks of gathering by "turns® -
{signifying such a quantity "as cach person resvectively can carry

- upon his shoulier or his am"} prior to depositing the plants on. L
field racks (p. 25), S : , - .
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31 ‘ .
ignored or circumvented." The tending and harvesting of "second
growth" tobacco was forbidden in 1631; the harvesting of "ground - -
leaves" (leaves growing mext the ground), long before frowned upon,

.32 R ' ‘ S
in 1657. A ' S

The Curing of 'tobacco was. exclusively an "airing" 'proce'éb -

. 4n the seventeenth century. Though Philin Druce finds one dubious

lat.e-centwy referenceas‘ to the use of five s such a curing techniqﬁe
was, typically, an elghtcenth century develonment. For the proper
"airing" of the harvestgd tobacco plants, there nmay have been separate
"houses' as early as 1617. Certainly, among the buildings burnt down |
by the Indians in the m:issacra of 1622 was a house of this kind at

Mr. Harz‘ison's.ah At the same time, the lofts of many private houses
(particularly in the mfé 1solated sections) may have served for aire

ing well into the century.. Thus, among several examples that might be

31 aArents, Toba'cco‘, -I, 97 « Fur'.deﬁvenieht‘sumzjr, see N. T, Cabell,
Tarly History of Agrieultuve in Virginia (vashington, D, C., 1915),
nh. 18"190 - o - ‘ ’ ; )

5 ,
" Hening, I, 164,487

3

33 sruce, I, 441, n. The native Indians had used fire in the curing

nrocess (see below),

3h Though the latter reference is elear-cut (5mith, Yorks, p. 576) ,
the language used in a memorandum by Governor irgall in 1617/18 .
seems very suggestive. With reference to "ye most convenient times
and Seasons of ye year for ye Mapgazine Ship to Set forth . . . to-
wards Virginia," Argall noted "To come out in June & be here in
Sept a temperate time then 1s ye harvest of Corn and Tobacco and one
man may bend and keep as much as two can house (italics ours) and
Cure. . 0" (_Yﬂ. Q"Qo Rgdsi’ III’ 78). .
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‘cited, there is a reference in the Northampton County (lastern Shore)

records in 1641 to one "John Browne being upon the tbp of the Gise
ﬁoistg? of the ﬁeponent'_g? house hanging up tobacco. . & .“35

4g to the exact appearance of an early tobaceo house, one
can advance only raasonahl@ conjesture. Certainly, it would not seen
to be the log stmcture 80 adequatelg,r depicted in Tatham's work of .
1890 (Figure 12}, theugh Tatham’s descrintion of the interior arrange~
ment ("they are so contrived as to admit noles in the nature of a
scaffold through every nart of *bhem“) 3 may well be ap-liczble. Cez‘;:ain-
ly, &t would seem (ty~1cally) to have been a clapboarded structure, in

some (early) cases with a thatched roof. Tiobert Beverley, writing in

- 1705, described Virginia tobacco houses ;aa 511 built of wood; as open

and alry as is consistent with keeping out the Hain. . .": further,
that ", . « they Ehe Virginiang cover their Tobacco<houses with thin
‘Glanboard.”’ﬂ In dimensions, bobécco houses varied fron 30 byrlé, or
30 by 20 feet, in 1eng,tﬁ and breadth resnectively, to 40, 50, even 60
feet in length, with corrésymnding hreadth. Bruce declares th; héms
of this time to have been better built than those of his day (1900),
being both cased {framed), and weatherboarded (clanbearded), the bousrds

35 ﬁpposition, Henry ‘’sddenden, Sept. 13, 16&1, in Northamnton County
Grdgf' » iie(‘ds, S ‘.‘11"5’ @Sc, ‘;O. ?, 16 éﬂ"’lﬁ, e 99.
36 Tatham, p. 33 '

37 Louis B, Wright, ed., The Historvy and Present ﬁ"tate of Vir o {Chapel
Hill, 1947), p. 290, For a later i “est Indies equivalen‘b 'mrhaps gug-
gestive}, see ‘rint 5, Anpendix. English barns of thia period "almost
invariably had timber frames and elapboarding” (A, N. D, Garvan, irchi-

tecture g___c} Towm Mgg in bologiul Comnecticut flew Haven, 1951
oo, 111-12
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- put on in a series of equal lengths — in ‘géneral, six in number.38

| - One court reference to a post (possi!:fiy freé-staxﬂing inside) has been
~ found; one to a bam "t}mﬁched upon wali ‘platea“ - the latter seeming;-
1y indicabing & Trame structure to which clanboards nlght be affixed;
there are severa}.»refe—argn‘cea; to aooi's, and boards.Bg‘ 'A'tanta‘xlizix;gl f
General Court reference of ;627‘ indicates, perhaps, that the door
of at lewst one eariy ltobacoq Al.touse might have been on the long side.

40 ‘
as to whether the ocutside "hoards"

veductions from the sane reference

mentioned ran longitudinuily or verbicaq;ly can only be deductions, with
© 1imited knowledge of early colonia,l“h@uaiﬁé éointing, per’aaps; to a

loagit.ﬁdinal arrongement. it the same time, ﬁhe fact that three boards

had to be removed to gain entrance seems to indicate the use of boards

38 Bruce, I, 440-L1; ilorth_azn?_nton records, op. cit.

39 Charles City County records, 1655-66, cited in Y[, YLITT, 1465 |
Northampton records, op. git., 13, 373. : 1

b0 ppg peferences have to do with one William 1fills stealing some_tobaccg

~ fyom Ydward Crindon's_tobaccg house. ". . . sbout St. Johns fﬁec. 21?7
or St. Stophens day ﬁec‘ 2§7. » « a little before Sun rising he this
examinate nulled downe three boards being on the side of one of ye
Tobaceo honses and nailed at cne end . . . (Hellwaine, Min. Cen. Court,
p. 159)s ". . . in the night on the lith of January . . . this ex~
aminate . . » 8aw one William Mills comeing out at an hole in the wall
of ye store some boards being doun at one end . . . (ibid., p. 162).
1f the boards pulled down on or about December 26 were the same pulled
down on January 14 (as seens likely), then entry was mode on an end

~ of the building. If not, the first reference might nerhaps have refep-

ence to vertical boards nailed ot their upper ends enly, so as to R
permit 1ifting to allow the eirculation of air (in the manner practiced
in some localities today). There is no mention of a door in the "end"
of January 1h3 'hole in the wall" (in that wall of narrowest dimen=-
sion) would, then, seem to indicate a wall unbroken by a door-opening.
The door would, then, have been on one of the long sides (or on the
other end!). The door (or, opening) shown in the typlcal later tobacco
house of Figure 12, Appendix, is on the long side. Cp. Garvan, op. cit.,
p. 1124 93-94 (long-side doori7horizontal boards, English barns).
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: nerhems eight to ten inches wide, placed close together (if not over-

- lapped). If the boards were much wider, or were somewhat senarated,

1t seemingly would not have been necessarry o remoﬁe as many as three,

The “;amc'bi‘ce‘ of pegging tobaceo plants {4 to 5 inches apart,
points e‘tmm)‘t‘1 on thin sticks érmnged in tiers (see Fiz.12) in the
tobacco houses may have beeome gerieral quite early in the century, 1
“hile the Northwnptaﬁ éﬁmb 'Irec‘sord cited above does not indlcate the
precise manner in which John Browne was hanging tobacco, another depo-
sition filed in the same court just tWo years later (1643) speaks of
one Grace Vaughn going "upn into her 16&'1“., to strick fsic_7 two or

three sticks of tobaceo « + « "  In 16563, in Isle of Wiight County,

Daniel Miles, employed to build a ehurch, was recuested "to fetch some
Slabbs and Tobacco Sti.cks® in connection with the operation.

An earlier practice of hanging tobaceo leaves or whole plants

M Only later did the practice evolve of resting the plant on the

stick by the stem of the lowest leal, or by a s»vlit made in the
stalk (Cray, I, 217),  Ne exaect reference to size of negs has

been found; as to thelr manufacture, Uruce speculates that this
wag done at odd times and cites one lenrico County record of 16838,
in which reference is made to a worker being occupled in their
making t111 midnight one night in Octoher, as provision agzinst the
cutting of the tobaceo (Bruce, I, 440)., Tatham (p. 26), writing
1n 1300, gives dimensions for tobacco sticks of four feet length,
1% inches in diameter. .

b2 Nopthamston records, op. cit., p. 273.

43 Cited in George C. Mason, "The Colonial Churches of Isle of ight
and :outha;n‘)tﬁn Counties. Va. ," in L3133am and Mary | uarterly, 2nd
XAIIL, 51,

18
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on stout lines - perhaps, a’o the very begi aning, in the opan airM

" «= may have continuad i’or some time after its introduc:‘bicn in 1617-18

Prior to this t.ime, tobactm had been aweated in heapa N covex'ed with

 hay - a method soon i‘ound to be quite unsatisfactory (the cattle went‘ R
‘ hungry to’o%) In ‘the spring of 1621, George Thorpe wrote with grea‘b
7 _ urgency to John Ferrar, cne of the Campany in London, regardihg "the |

want of lynea tc saeat our tobacco Ol v o o becauge ‘the Crcpe of thia - B

6 ‘
year will as it were utterly perish nithout. that supp h - The last ..
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h3a iccording to Johan Weander, Tabscolopia (Le:,rden,r 1622), p. 29

“(translation by Gilles D'Sverard, _anacea: or The Universal
ledicine +» + o [ﬂondon, 165 Pe 235, “packthread” wus used

(at least in the lest Indies). A cuantity of nackthread was
among the items purchased.in London in July 1619 for shipment

to urgima eboard the "Uargaret” (Va. €o. Jeds., IIT, 183, 186.)

- 4h There are no references 10 barns or other cover in the early

- citations with resrect. to. "1;mes"~ however, this is not neces~ .
sarily conclusive -- esperially sincée line-curing references are

found after t,obacco ‘houses are known to be in existence. ’1lliam o

- E. Dodd, in an inadequately-documented reference in The N34 South .

- (New York, 1937), pp. 47-8, says the strings were stregtched under
wide sheds =~ but no confimatlon for this has been found. If -
the Virginia colonists first enployed oven-air curing (perhapa
from ohservation of native Indian practice ~ cp. 31}_1m trachey,
The listorie of Travaile into Vipginia Britannia Eenrint, London, .-
1843/, p.122 — which, however, also involved fire), elther ex-
perience or information as to the more sophisticated - ‘est Indian
or furopean nethods soon convarted them to the use of soue sort
Q.L COVeI‘. - e

b5 va, Co. fleds., ILI, 9 93. A !v’.i*. Lambert was résmnsibie for‘ thd -

i.n’orodhction of the line-curing method into the Virginiq colany.

o Tes LT,

i
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'posiiive reference to the use of lines comes in 1621;47 {vhen barns

were well in existence); the pi*abtice may well have continued longer

= 1t continued elsewhore as late as 1675.“8 is to exactly how the
tobacco was hung on the lines, 7thére is no direct Virg:i.nia evidence.
Conceivably, the 1ine could have been passed (with a needle) "thféﬁghr o
the greater nerve of the [individusl/ leaves, that is, on the back=
side," in the (lieat Indian) maﬁner described in Johan Heander's
Tabacolozia (1622).“9 COncéivab;xg‘, too, the stall of the whole plant

could have been bent over the line, somewhat according to the manner

depicted in the print (Figure 4) reoroduced from the Neander work, If

L7 This reference ("did hange the Tobacco so thick uppon the lynes yt
the 1ynes hrake and The Tohacco fell to the ground . .+ "}, in minutes
of the Hovember 162l session of the General Court (McIlwaine, Yins.
Gen. Court, p. 27), Turnishes either an indication that the flooring
of the earliest tobacco houses was earthen (which seems rather like-
1y) or — that line-curing was done outdoors!

b8 Thus, the authoritative 17th=century ¥nglish agricultural reference
work by J. Worlidge, Svstema igriculturae, nublished in London in
1675, speaks (p. 155 of hanging up tobacco leaves, once gathered,
threads run through them, Hans Sloane (A Yovepe o the Islands iadeira,
Barbadoes, Mewvis, Lt. Christophers and Jamaica, xith the Natural History
22 vols., London, 1707/, I, 148) cites Du Tertre, who observed lest
Indian methods first hand around mid-century: "uhen the leafl, by
doubling breaks, they cut it and string it, sc as not to touch one
another.” _ , ‘ ‘

99 Neander, op. cit. (direct quote from D'iverard translation thereof,

on. git.). Neander, a physician primarily interested in the medieinul
pronerties of tobacco, relied on such early authorities as Liebault,
Honardes, and Gohory, for his detail on Vest Indian tobacco cultivation.
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these were methods in use .'m the Indies, it seems quite logical that
the Virginia colonists would have borrowed met.hods therefrom as read-
ily as they borrowed seeds.

In the Glover accoﬁn‘b quoted, there is no stepﬁO indicated
hetween the "striking" of the tobaceo after barn curing and the -
readying of it for market‘." There is some ground for believ:mg, hov;; ‘

ever, that there was a brief eriod following the "strilking” when

‘the tobacco was heaned on the floor of the t.obacco house for further

"sweatino," prior to "strinping” and nacking, Thus, Oldnixon, writ-

ing only sone thirty years after Glover, and Hugb Jones, writing in
1

1721;, confirn this practice.5 More important, perhans, is circum-

stantlal evidence dating from Januaz'v 1627, when "James Citty" court

) 2
r«em»::«rlcm5 confirm the stealing from niles of tobacco" in ldward

Grindon's tobacco house at “divers’times before Ghristms." Judged
by the tera of rei‘erence, the time of the robbery would seen, 1ogica1-

1y, to fall in Lecemher rather than in September, and hence, . from pilea

formed after the tabdccn had heen aired -— on lines, or on sticks.

50 Nor is there a astep indicated between the brief process of field
wilting and the hanging to dry. ~crobably only in the 18th century,
then,was the practice general (as described in F, %, Fairholt, Iohaecco®
Its History and Assoeiations flondon, 1859/ p. 300), prior to hanging,
of layine the leaves on the barn floor, turning them every 2L hours,

 allowing them partially to ferment. John Oldmixon (cited in Gray, I,
216) described a custom followed aboubt 1704 of heaping up the plants
in the field (after the half-day wilting) to "let 'en lye and sweat a
night" prior to carrying them into the tobacco house next day.

51 dohn Oldmixon, The Upitish Umpire in inerics (2 vols., London, 1708), I,

309, cited in Cvra;r, I, 216; Hugh Jones, op. git., ne« 40. Aarthur Plerce
Middleton (in Tobacco Coast, ops git., p. 100), says that after a rainy
day the stalks were taken down, bulked in pilea s covered, and left to
sweat a week or two — a process which hwnidif::.ed the leaf and made it /

52 gee footnote 40 plisble.
21
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Preparation for Mapket

Thougﬁ hogsheads had become uﬁiversall;r used well before
Thomas Glover's day, for some time tobacco had been marketed (or

shipped) in contalners of irregular size and apnellation (pipes,

53 eighing as much as one hun- -

butts, ete.), or in loose\ bundles.
dred pouxds on occasion, the latter were probably just leaves‘biled “

upon leaves bound about with cord; nerhavps, however, leaves wranped

54

around with canvaa or larger “wrapper"' leaves”™ " and shaned suméthing

like the rough bhundle or roll 11lustrated in Figure b, Appendix. If
as early #s 1615 the expression "roule” is éﬁccuntered in the recards,55
it seems fairly probable that this does not mean (in the sense of
general use) the sophisticated roae;like roll “s~un” even then in the

liest Indiles and Zurcpe (see Figures 7, 9, and 10)?6 Indeed, at the

53 Bruce, I, 295; McIlwaine, ¥ins. Gen. Court, pp. 51, 61

5k Byuce (I, 295) says "wranper" was a recognized term as early as 1625,
"tobaceco of the finest cuality bearing this name being doubtless nsed
for the cuter covering of the roll." In the General Uourt minutes,

- there is a suggestive reference to a sheet, or canvas cover, in a pil~
fering case (licIlwaine, Hins. Oen. Court, p. 110).

55 In 1615, the Flying liorse reached Ingland from Virginia with one roll
{probably among others) weighing 105 pounds (.lexander Brown, The
Genesis of the United States [% vols., Hoston, 1891/, II, 272). This
weicht 1s unusuelly heavy comnared with the welght of the typical roll
cited below.

56 This is the feeling, too, of ¥iss Sarash Dickson, Curator of the arents
Collection, Wew York “ublic Library. Citing Fairholt, p. 1243 "idioll
tobacco was formed in a continuous thin rope of leaf, by aid of a whesl,
as twine is made; and was formed by adding the leaves to each other,
and tightly compressing them as the wheel revolved . . . Holls varied
in weight fron one to thirty pounds; the rope-like twist was folded or
wound into long eylindrical affairs, wrapned in canvas and bound (aymond
Jahn, Tobacco Dictionary filew York, 19547, v. 139). “rint & (ippendix)
denicts the method oi shipping rolls in the hogshead. S

22
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IR height of the cmtromrav over royal tobaoco contracts (seeking -
- monopolist*c cantrol of the tobacco trade) in the. late 162{2’5 s much '
~ of the Vlrginians oppusition arose over ’che initi.al mquiremnt N

"';'j’:‘that tobacco be prepared in this form. In e.ddition ‘bo nsych010gica11;r ’j
L Well—tiaed argumenta re;farding the "cuzenage and deceit."' possible in

- making up the roll, the "unaccustomed trouble" of making up tobacco f
. An thi’ form was (Tevealingly) BtTESSGdﬁ:? , Tobacco spinning machmes |

B ‘must have been comnarativelv rare in Virginia in the seventeenth cen.- SR

L rtu'f‘y. Though 2 16151 conntv ccurt reference to a "to’bacco whaele” R
57

[ o e:risi;s, » it 1s the only such rﬂference eone upon in 'bhe course oi’ &’

: (lim::.ted) survey, tbe machine is not mentioned a’c all in Bruca 5 exe "';;
haus tive Ecogomig H;"tql_’x. , heanwhlla, both Glover and &180:9 - \'!‘iting
some twentyui'ive years la.ter - aneak (as of & common: nractice) of b.’md-

| mg up the tObacco in bundles and nac’cing i‘b into hagsheads. Sl

R

" 7757 See Gove. Yﬂ&zﬁley to. Iorda of Privy Council, April 8, 1627, in aains-» L

bury Abgtracts (Va. St. Library), AII, 155-6. ""Cozenage and decelt"
‘45 a reference to the practice of imtroducing stalks, and cther ob=
- jectlonable material in the roll, to add weight -- at the exnense of -

" good tobacco {see Druce, 1, 295, and Maclnnes, _gg @r};g; nglis J.op_acg

" Trade ,‘,’:ondon, 192_7 3" PPe.- 2-3.

; ”i‘jifs?aLsta’re inventory, Daniell Beddles £iled i" iicconae cour’c, - January

1640 (Northamston records, ODs Cit.s.p. 50): The earliest known print

Y ¢ - ghowing "tobacco wheel™ in uee in the Americas relates to the West Indies',.;y
Ecenﬂ mid~centurr; it is repraduged in_AFRALS M, II, 33?, from -

ean Baptiste Du’cer‘tre, Histoire Lenerals deg

. 58 ag long as frontier conditions existed (thet is, certainly throughout

. the seventeenth century) gome tobacco always was shipped in loose fums,
.- for frontier farrers lacked facilities for "prizing" or pressing the. .

.. :tobacco into hogsheads. Indeed, according to V, J. VWyckoff, Tobageo -

"f» &z!ation m gi Qg ! gg ! (Baltimm’ 1936), pi 12’ 8hlpment3 “in.

'fogsheads d.Ld not ’become standard in s.’x.ze for some time.,; Hg

e i
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legislation is noted until 1657/8, when hogsheads were required to

be 43 inc?les in length, with a head 26 inches in width, "’buige pro-

portionable.” = About mid~century the gross weight of a full cask

| ~of tobaccoiwaa comnonly 475 vounds, but as the century wore on the

" “weight increased to as much as 1,000 pounds —- the object being (at

least in part) to lessen the burden of the tax of two shillings that
came to be irvzposéd on ev‘em; hogshead ‘se;zlxt out". In s further ei‘fért to
f getf aronnd -i';his tax {(first imboséd in 1658)(:0 the "stemming” of tobaeco
vwas resorted to, prior to a&ipment.: ‘This aimi::ly meant the stri pping
’out of the central stem or "nez;vé" of eé;h .leaf;'gtemé‘ being without

value, a maximum value—for-weight package 'resulted..é In tobaeeco

- bulk" actually inereased in the latter half of the century. ind de
spite great agltation, no law prohibiting such shipments seems to have
been passed before 1700. The hogshead tax concelvably was an inducement,
in sone cases, to shinping tobacco in bulk., An inducement to smuggling
operations, too {see Bruce, I, 452-6), R . |

- *Hentng, I, 156
- 60 ]

Sruce, I,‘ 353

In 1736, an Unglish merchant » bdword athawes, wrote the Carter brothers

in Virginia that "Buyers . . . chose the Stemm'd tobacco that is laid

straight in the hogshead without being tyed in bundles. o . " (Cited
in IMB, XAITT, 165; Print 11, Ap ndix, illustrates the idea - though

- unstemmed leaves seen to be shown), Though "stemains" seens, generally,
to be an end-of-century develonment (Gray, I, 225; see also, by the same

- author, "The Market Surplus Problems of Colonial Tobacco," in Yilliam and
Yarv Colleme Historical Juarterly, 2nd Ser., VII-VIII), there was ap-
parently an early atteant to reruire the prenaration of tobacco in this
forn., A proeclamation by the Governor of Virginia in June 1641 in this

. regard (not in Hening, Statutes » but in Northamnton County Orders, Deeds,
Hdlls, ite., Moo 2, 1640-45 Va, St. 18br./, p. 85 = gee also, Proclamation
of February 1640 on page 24) which makes apparent reference to Act I of .
the Assenbly of January 1639 (Hening, Statutes, I, 225: ", . . and in the
next two years 170 1b tobacco per nnll striot and smoothed was to be made

e« «") requires "all the stalks out excepting two or three inches to keep }

24
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 "geldom or never® stemmed Oronoke Yas they do the sweet-scented,”

parlance, a distinction came Lo bg made between "stenmed” and "leaf"
tobaceo - the latter a referencﬁé to tobacc_o‘as- atripped fron the |
stalk of the planﬁ. iccording to'one early authority, the planteré'
62

" Perhaps as aaother\ device for evading the hogshead tax, itphe
ﬁiethod of shippingtin "hé.ﬁds’f ‘developed.ﬁ:i In this process; an mdivid—-

ual large leaf was rolled around its butt, or thick end, and a smaller .

leaf wrapped around this as 2 bindér; These "hands® were bhen laid in
the hogshead in layers, pointg aiiérﬁatél;r reversed for ‘bighter fitting
{and the iﬁterst;ces £illed with snaller leaves) == the vhole compress~
2d i'nio the cask, layer by iayer, by a morei«l::r less elaborate "prizing®

arvangement. At 1ts ‘simplest' s t_hié last involved a wooden lever sonme

thiﬁ;y or forty feet long, inserted in & mortise made in a large tree

- fora fulcrum, against which "cfhe hogshead was placed.ék (See Fig. 12.)

e S o

The leal together. . » o Thourh "btrinp:.ng" is spoken of (and the
terms were avarently loosely used), "stemming” certainly seems ime
plied. Law enforcenent being what it was, this law eonceivably was
evaded as much as the other tobacco laws, "Stenming"” became the

- practice when 4t becaze profitahle.

. 62 See footnote 13, !hir's Bookkeening (Edinburgh, 765), as ci'hed in

R. 4. Orock, "A Succinet Account of Tobacco in Virginie" in U. 3. Cen-
sus Off‘lce, _g_@_@_z% on the Productions of Agriculture gs Roturned ab
the Tenth Census Vashington, 1283).

63 g Gray saye "ecertaln" planters "very soon" began to pack tobaceo in “hands"
(I, 219). The description clted is fron Tatham, p. 3%

6L ¢y, Tatham, pp. Lh=5, for perhaps more advanced techmiques. Putbing o
hogshead "into presse” is spoken of in a York court denosition of 1691

(Tork cO,mtz Deeds, Orders, ¥ills {9, 169194, p. 121).
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In addition to dimensions, the lav} came to soecify quite
caéefully other details with ‘regardj to hugshéads.’ Thus, every stave Qaa
to be one;ﬁhird of ‘;.an inch in thickness, and the oak timb’ér from vihich
:lft“_was fashioned ’ﬁés‘ to be dry aﬁd«. senaoned -~ a state in which it v‘fas'
ﬁo‘b judge’d to be unless 1t had been kept for a pericd of three ‘:ﬁonths
after it had beax;z hewed. Vhen ﬁgéked, the hogshead came {,o be maried
1, 2, 3, or 4, and so on, according to the number ‘of 'hogsheads which

the planter was shipping at that time, and inscribeﬁ {on one end) with |
the init.iala; (4n large lebters) of the planter, and —— nrobably in most
cases -~ his mark, | ‘

All these precautinﬁé Were necessary becausé of thev primitiie—
methods used to pet the cask down to the river landing. In most cases,

~ the cask was actually rolled to market (first, perhaps, entirely by haund)
"on its own periphery" through dust, mire, and stream. Hugh Jones
sneaks in 1724 (as of an old cl;stom) of sailors drawing individual hoge-

‘ ‘ 66
-heads "for some miles, as Gardeners draw a HRoller." Probably the

65 Bruce, I, L42=33 Susie M. Ames, ed., The County Court Hecords of fc~
© comack - Northaunton, Yp., 1632-40 (Vashington, D, C., 19547, pe 1225
York County ilecords, No. 2, uills & Leeds, 1645-49 (Va. 9t. Library),
op. 100, 182, 2383 LB, IIT, 343. The Kingsmark was "the broad irrow"
(see Order of Governor's Council, Januvary 1691, in Ym. P. Palmer, ed.,
Salendar of Virsinia State Papers & Other Manuscripts, 1652-1781 ﬁich—
mond 18757; Pe 27s 4 Otartord county record or 1090 speaks ©r che "lining"
- of a hogshead (VI1W, ILV, 177); in the Charles City County records of
1655, "8 tunne" of cask are ordered delivered "ready malled, barked, and
- rived" (Beverler Fleet, comp., Virginia Colonial ,bstracts (34 typescript
" vols., Richmond 1937-49), X, 10.

_Jones, op. cit., p. 55. Deposition of John Sherman, June 1, 1692, in
Penrico County Deeds, Uills, Bte., 1688.97, p. 317 ("« » « being in Com-
. pany with some other Seamen tolling tobacco about 18 days ago. + )
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physical arrangement was somewhat similar to the horse~drewn pr‘ocedizre‘ |

 described by Tathaz in 1’:336. In the latter case, a horse was placed be=

tween split sapling shafts Vattachec_i‘to wooden spikes (each two feet long)
driven s a;~:letms into each "head" of the cask. In front of the hKOgsv- :
head, and behind the horse, a few slabs were nailed as a platforn on which
were stowed ;Srovisions for driver and horse, cooking utensils, anéxe and |
a blanket (see Fig, <13). And s0 to market -~ the pleturescue "roliex*‘”
sleeping by his horse and hogshead at night! If the more sophisticited
systen using "fgllias” had nof yét. been worked out by 1700, the éimpler
hdﬁse-—drawn "rolling' sys;tezzx hﬁy have been, for Tathan claims "a very hand-

_ ‘ 6
some credit" due “the‘early nowlation’ for devising it. 7

TR T T AP ST 7

See also similar reference, but for 1685, in Henrlco County, Deed§
g8, 1670-92s ps 355.

67 Tatha.m, ppe 53613 Samuel Lordecai, YTobacco"” in Journal of the Trans
actions of the Virginia State sgricultural Society, 1853, pp. 53-59,
- Fellles were "pleces of wood formed intc segments of a circle in the
manner of cart wheels'y these ", . . are fixed around the eircumfer-
~ence of the tobacco hogshead by means of suger holes and wooden pins
driven into the bulk of the tobacco, throuch the bellics and stavea
of the hogshead., Holled on these, as sunplementary "hoops," the hogse
head and contents were 11fted out of the dust and =mud, and sawved from
the stones. Of the "tobaeco roller," Tathan writes "The mode of sleep=
ing in the woods + . . the red clay lunds through which riost + « » ,
vagsy the continual and unavoidable exvosure to dews, muddy roads, or
dusty oneas; and the distances which they travel, contribute to add to
" their long beards a very savage anpearance « - » « Lhey have hence
become an objec,t of apprehension to strangers.”
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Bibliographical Note

Pmm:y nourcea~

: The basic "primaxy“ source cn any phase of tobacco history
and cultivation is, of course, Jerome E, Brooks, ed., Tobacco, Its
History Illustrated by the Books, Manuscripts, and n{?grav:.nps in the

Librasg OI Goorre AYcntS, JdTe/b VOlBe, Hew JOrkK, 193(=5 Visit
ATEnTS UOLlection itself ~- in the New York PublIc Library =

resulted in helpful, clarlifying disc:ussion with the curator, Miss

Sarah A. Dickson, and a detailed look at valuable items otherwise

available only in abstract form in the Brooks compilation; additionally,
& look (however unfruitful) at acquisitions since the latierts publie-
cation, and at the tobacco label collection (examples reproduced in
Fortune, IX, 22 [Epril, 193_137). The writer was also intreduced to the
unigue and valuable “extre illustrated" Fairholt, a special expanded
edition of the Fairholt tobacco study listed among the secondary ~

_ sources, and to Miss Dickson's newly-published work, Panacea, or -
_Precious Danes Tobacco in Sixteenth Contury literature {Hew York,

1950 ) =~ whose pirevious avaﬂability in gerial form in the Bulletin
of the New York Public Library, 1953 and 195&, had escaped attention,
This work, especially for its translations of foreigm materials, is
almost as "primary" as.the sixteenth—century soumes upon which it
is based. 5

A The Arents Collection, however, is limited by the nature ‘
of its holdings == books and pamphlets in the main, For the revealing
inoidental and local information on which direct knowledge of
Virginian tobacco cultivation must {save for chance narrative accounts)
finally be based, one nust turn to public and pr:.vate record material

(printed or manuscript).

Chief among the mter:.als of this natu:m consulted for this

Aatudy were Susan M. Kingsbury, ed., The Records of the Vix'ginia :

Comveny of London (l vols., Washington, De Ces 1906=35)3 ue Hoel
Sainsbury, ed.s Galendar c:-i‘ State Papers, Colonicl %eries, Anerica
and Vest Indies (3l vOLlS., London, 155()-1939) -- of which the volumes
covering the period 157L«1699 were checked; Y. Po Palmer, ed.,

" Calendar of Virrinia State Pepers and Other Vanuscripts (11 vols.,
 Richmond, 1875~1093, volume f Grenty, Wels, and Munro, James, ed.,
 dcts of Privy Councll of anfland, Colonial Series (5 vols., London,

1908), Volumes 1~1il; L. Fa. otock, rroceedinrs and Debates of the
British Farliaments respecting North America (5 vols., Tashington,

" D. C,, 1920<li1), Volume I3 H. Re lcilwaine, ed., Linutes of the

Council and Gencral Court of Colonial Virginia, 186201032, 13"-1676
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(Rictmond, 9"‘&) 3 sane, Journals of the House of mu-{*esges ci‘
Virginia, (13 volo., Richmiond, 1905=15), VOLUics l-iij sames .
. Execulive Journals of the Gounczl of Colonial Virginia (5 vols.,
.. Richmond, 1925-55), Volume 1y seme, Lecislative dournals of the

*, Gouncil of (‘olonial Virgm_.a (3:vols,, nicmonG, 19907, Volwme I We T Ve

- Hening, 1he otatutes at Lerper Selne a Collection of all the laws of
Vir__qinia e e (L3 vols., m.cinond, 13?09-23)“ Volume I, .

In addition,- the. ab»trac’cs ami whole copies of British

- records available at the Virginia State Library in the numerous
ranuscript volumes of the Seinsbury, leDonsld, Vinder, and Dedernette
Papers == which, however, were carefull; y checked only when gaps were
apcarent in the printed versions thereof that appear in the early
volumes of the Virrinia ¥acazine of History ang Blography. No .
attenpt was made to track down addi. tional coples of British menu~
scripts avallable in the Library of Congress.  Judged within the

. limits of this study, this seemed to entail too formidable a task -
.of collation ’oetween Grace Gardner Griffin, A Guide to ?..anuscrlpts
Relatine to Amordcan History in British Depositories Reproduced, for

‘7 " . the pivision of Fanuscripts cf the Library of Congress {(Vashington,

D Cog 1956) ond Ce K, Andrews and be Ge ﬂavmpor‘b, Guide to the .
- Manuscript Vaterials of the United States to 1783, in the Britmh
useum « o 4 (uash:’mgton, D. Cay. 1908). I S

tiost valuable among the governmental records are the
. Virginia county records (of which only a sampling, in effect, .
could be made), consulted either in photostat or handwritten—copJ
bound volwe form at the Virginia State Library, or in fairly~-
complete abstract form in Beverley Fleet, Virpinla Colonial
" Abstracts (3h typescript vols.; R:Lchmond, T037-5i9).  County records
consulted, included: York, 1633-57, 1691-9h; Northampton, 16L0-L5;
. Henrico, 16{7-97; Worfolk, 1646-51; Ourry, 1645723 Charles City
{Fleet); 1655=65; York (Fleet), 1633-L3; Lancaster (Fleet); 165255,
~ The American H:L torical Lssociation plfolicat:r.on, uusie M. Ames, ed.y
The County Court Records of AccomackeHorthampton, Va., 1632-40 ¥
Tosmngton, Ve Ce, IO0L) Was & Wonoeriil "find® in this record field
{a field made difficult by the l7thecentury callicraphy), and a model
_for that of which it is wished there were more., . In addition to the
volumes of records cited, additionalabsiracts and copies of such.
‘records were, of course, come upon in the Virginia Ma{*azine of - .
~ History and uwgrap}}g, and like publications. GCertain printed church
“YestTy rocords (as edited by Churchill Ghamberlayne) were hopefully T

i1




o

T

TR R TSI RS A WET T o TE SR T LT R
g T - TR

TERT T

..,,
TR T E

.,«-
TTERRTE

. Hermen Noll, Lap of D*orth Ameriea (c. 1720).
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looked throush = mth cl:.scouraging resuln; "mcly' Vestrz Book: oi‘

" Christ Church Parish, liddlescx County, 1663-1707 (ilcimond, 192703 ~ - .

Vostry JOOK end Lorister Of Lbe YCLers vorish, hew Lent and James
Bty Countics, 100he170 {ltichmond, 1951); Vestry LOOK OF Fotoworth
ramsh, Gloucester Count.y, Va. N 1677—1793 (.u.c*mond, 1933).

"Primary™, certainly', in addition to the g-cvermnental reunrds

*fcited, are the family manuseript materials published throurhout the

nany volunes of the Virrinia Maceszine of History and Biography
(Richmond, 1393 to dhte), vhe Uillianm and Lary Colle{"e Cuerterly

- Historical llarazine {Tilliamsburs, )-592 To date jylcr'd me‘terl
Yo ouen

Historical and Uenealogical Mapazine (Rictnnond, 1915~19257,

- materizls as the Hobinson hanuscripts, the Iudwell Lianuseripts, the
. Fitzhugh Papers, for emple, are contained herein, Hather than’ work- -
Cdar back and forth with E. Ge Swen, Virginia Historical Index (2 vols. .

Roanoke, 1934=36), the guide to signiTicant entries in these volumes

{end others), the mveatigator went through these publications volume ,‘ R

by volume. In an attempi to track domm additional pertinent family

- raterial, unpublished, conferences were held with Iry W, Jo Van Schmven,

the Virginia State Archivist, and John Jennings, Librarian, V:lrgmia

“Historical Society. In New York City, a wvalient effort was made to

read the vory early Smith of Nibley Lanuscripts = with discouraging
result (because or the difficult calllgr“phy) s some of thig collection

hag been printed in the Virginia Compeny RNecords cited and elsewherey
‘meanvwnile, judging from tThe "calcndar” printed in the Bulletin of the -

New York fublic Library Volume I {1897), nothing very pertinent te

this report was missed. At the Alderman Library, University of Virginia, .
. Freneis Berixley had some very illuminating remarks to make on the entire
- manuseript situation (particularly with reference to Virginiana still

. in England, untapped) and inbroduced the writer to the mldly-pertinont
_“"_Vsllllam Huzh Grove Diary, the Rdbert Anderson Tobacco Book, 1698~171?,

© _end (in photostat and transeript, fom) Documents Relating to Voyages e T
" to Virginia by George Pattison and dbel Crant, 1675-76 - ne:a.ther cf e
. wh.v,ch 1‘bems were sibmficant for ’cm.s study. o R

At the New York Bublic. Library, in the Map D:wision, D

F:Lte and Archibald Freemen, ed., Book of Uld Laps (Cambridge, 1926) :
was examined, in addition to other early maps in the Divisionts

collections == hoping for helpful vignettes, Uther than the Albart. )

 and Lotter map of 176l with the tobacco-wharf scene, reproduced,

among other places, in F. B, Simkins, A History of the (ld South
[Teve edl, Hew York, 19522 and the even DeLter known doshug Lry and

reter Jeflerson map oi' 1751 (again with sharf scene) s only one vignetté, 0

{reproduced in enlarred form with this report) -~ that (probably) snowing
a tobacco knife in action, was turnhed upe The latter was haken .from
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Williamsburg na.terials s mostly 18th century in charvacter,

were consulbed only throurh the Res toration's printed ranuseript

guide and by conversation with Dr. Edward X. Eiley, Chief, Recearch

‘Division. Fron the cuide, a 1750 tobacco-curing reference was turned

up == from the diary of Hav. Robert Rose = and copy sccured (for the

. f..leS)-

AddluiO“ial mterial of a primar*f nature»

Arbe;r, Ldward, ec:’., 1r"vels works o;. Cap’cam John unith {2 vols.,

Edinburgh, “i010) -

Brathwait, Richard, & “olemn Ioviall D sposmion,,‘ ‘Theoreticke and

Practicke; brieily ohadowing the iaw cf Triniang
{Londen , 16]: ) (Arents) o , )

Brown, fAlexander, ed. » Ihe Cenesis of the United States « « o oe'b
Forth Through & geries Qi‘“ﬁistomcal Tenuscripts {2 Vols.,
Toston, 1§905 , , _

Bullock, Willian, Virginia mpartiaﬁlv Fxamined « « « (London, 16)49)

- Cs Tey An Advice How to Plant Tobacco in ;.n;rland (London, 1615) (I»ew

York rublic .ﬂ,b rary)

D‘Evemrd, Gilles, Panacea; or The Univarsal Imadioine . Beinf ar'
Discovery o: tne Wonderiul Vertues of Tooacco Talen : in a

Tipe, With Lts Uperation and Usc Doth in rhysick and
Chyrurgery {London, 165’_} (Arents)

Farish, H, D, cd., The Presenu Swte of Virpinia and the Collere by
Henry Hortwell, demcs Diair, and cdward uhllwn (heprlnt,
Williemsburg, 19L0) , ‘

Florin, Franz £hilipp, el al, Occonomus Prudens et Leralis (Leipzig,
1702) (Arents ollcction) :

Force, Fetor, collector, Tracte and Other Papers Helating Prmc:.pally
o the Oripin, Se u’slemem, and Prorqress of the Golonies in
IIQ »th imerica, from tne Discovery of the " Comtry to the Year
’ 1.776 &h VQlu., ‘«as’binbton, De Ga, 1\)36"}4.6)

. Gardiner, aax:mel,’ The Triall gi Tobacco (London, 1615) (Arents)

- iv"
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* Glover, Thomas, An Account oi“ Vlrg'inia; Its Sci tﬁatian, Temperamre s

Productions, 1nhaoitants, and Ineir Lanney. of rlam.mﬂ and
urdering wbam,o (hegmnt, Gxford, 1)01,\)

Hall, C. C., Nar:ativeo of uar}‘z h.ar;,rlan gy 1633-166h - {dew York, 1910)

"'Hamcr, Ralph, A A True Discourse of the Prer ent Istate of Virpinia and

the Successe of the uzi',.n'es Tacre Until the 18 of dune, 3.611; )
Imﬁdon, lol“")" _

.~ Harriotb, momaq, uarra,tive m‘ 'bhe First fnelish Planta'bw on oi‘ Vir;;r_,nia

(teprint, Lonc on, 1893)

i{ax"t.lib Saﬁuel, The Wei‘cmod Commmwealth of Bees (Lmdon, 165‘?)

thberg, Wolfgang, Gear,:ica curiosa aucta (Nuremberg, 16‘*7) (Arents)

Jones, huch, The vre«sen'b State of V:.rgima (Reprint , New York, 6“’)

- Josselyn, John, An :l.ccomt of Two Voyage" to I:Yew England (London, 1673) ,

(Arent:)'

}&agor, Re Hay eday The Iustory of Trava:.le into Vipe *ima Britanm.a by

%illiam Strachey (he,{urmt, ‘_'ondon, 161;9}

« Neander, Johen, Sraicte dc "‘abac, ou Nicotiane 2y x’anacee, Fe‘*un» Autre‘nent

Herbe a 1o J,e*me ; . « (2ud.edy of mbmcolog .1e, iyon, 1629?.
Va. V&, St Liore . -

' 'Park:mson, aohn, Purad:.se m Sole 1 ondén, iG 29) (nren'b*‘)

: Rolfe, John, ".mbe“cst‘nb &ccmmt of i) rr:nin in 1617“ [Ee'lation of

- Virpinia/ in The Southcrn Literar;f L*m‘,,enger, Yole V
' (uc“nr‘nc, 18397 ,

“uloane » Ham s A Voyare to the Islands liadeira, barbadoes, Nevis s St

Chr stophiors and Jamaica, wivh the nebural Elstory s e
(2 voloe, London, l‘?OTT?Arents) : . E

| 'l‘yler, L. (ep ede s Harratives o*‘ ;a,rlgy Virgg.ma, 1606-1625 (ﬂew Yowc, 3.930)_”-" :

‘v‘zorl:.dp'e s J o ‘Systema Lpriculturae (London s 1675) (Arents)

Virigrht, L By ed., The Histo and Present State oi‘ Virg:inia. by . Rober‘h
3cvr11ey (L,hapel Hilly l9h?7 \ ,




‘ Secondaw Snurces'

 Most 1mportant oi‘ all is Philip A. Bruce, Economic Hista

‘of Virginia in the Seventeenth Century (2 wvols., New York, 1907

Whose research in primary meterials (particularly county records)

© £111s the gaps for a time-lini ted study such as this. Almost on a-
. ‘par with Bruce is Lewis C. Gray, History of Agrriculture in the
* Southern United States to 1860 (2 vols., Tashington, De E","E'BB).

Chapter 1V in L, P. Liddleton, Tobacco Coast (Newport Newsy 1953) is

& readable, informative summary -~ unfortunately {for the purposes oi‘ :

this study) toa concerned with the later picture. William Tathem,

" An Historical and Practical kssay on the Culture and Conmorce of -
Tobacco (London, 1000) 15 veluaple for inferences and. parallels, even
‘ though very late. Addltional secondary wox-ks cansulted includes '

) f

"Tobacco in Art and Litera*bure" in uhell Maga.z:me,
bhrlstmas 1395 2 S . .

: ‘Alexander, Sir w.xlllam, An I’ncaurarement to Colonies (Londcn, 1625 )

(Arents )

» Amer:ican” "Bj An, Amerlcan Husbandzy (9 vols.; ’ London 3 1775 ) -

"L Ames . ansie ey Stud,es of “the Wir J;:migl ﬁstern Jhore in ‘bhe Seventeenth

entgm (m.chmond, 191;0)

L Bassett, Jde Sey ed., '"he xritmgs of 'Golonel I’Jilliam Byrd of “Iestover

in Vz.rginia, Esqr." (New York, 1901)

Beer, C. L. 3 The Oripins of tha British Colcmial Sy'stm, 1578-1660
(Nc“"i’ork, 1908‘)" | o

o Eot“bs R C. T., et al, eds,. » The Southem Plan-tor (Rlchmond, 181;5 --)

Vols. .L-VI .

: Brock, R h., ™ Suceinct Account of Tobacco in Virgmia, Histomcal,

Atricultural, and Statistical, 1606-1790" in U, S. Census’
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Lbstract, Jean ui?‘)ault, 'ugr;eulgum e& &1303 rusti.nue (”’pris, 156‘?) ,
as translated by Sarah 4. Lickson in “anacea or ‘recious Bane {Hew York,
1954), Chapter IV. ‘The first account in print of to haceo cultivatipn

. techniques.

It needs sun and a.‘ gouth exposure and a wall at the back ta
pratect it from the north wind and f.o reflect on it the heat of ’c.he _
sunj it needs protaetion _from the blowing of the wind because of 1ts
weakness and height. It gfowa bett.ér 1P viell-watered, and recove:x“ér »
with water in tine of drcuph‘b, It hates cold; thot ‘15 the reuaon why,
in order to kesp 1%t fron dying in winter, 1t must be !:mt in caves made
on purpese in the gardens, or else he covered with a double mat or be
nrotected by a penthouse made on the wall behind wz_th a good covering
of "reed,‘ and, when the southern sun shines, the onening of the tent |
on the south side of the plant should iﬁe oveneds

To sow Eoﬁaccg?, make ‘a hole with the fingezf 71n thé earth

as deen as the finger 1s long, then throw into the earth forty or fifty .
seeds together, and £ill un the hole; for the s;ee,‘d 1s so small, ‘f;h,ai ir
only three or four seeds are pﬁ‘bfih,d the earth will choke them. If the

~ weather is dry, water the olace lightly for fifteen days thereafter. .

It can also be sowed like lettuce and other such nlunts,

and when the nlant snmuta enough 50 thut everyv seed has gent

forth a ghoot and the 1ittle threads of the roots are mineled together,
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». "s. large onening should he ma.de with a big knife around t.he place and
B 'Tthe earth a.nd evarything dug out a.nd thrown in a pail oi' water so
-' = 'that the earth 3.9 "eparated and tha little sprouta ara on the top. 01'
. the water. 3 Talfe them out tme by one without breaking them, put tha
~same earth back m them and transp‘mnt them near the ‘game well, threa
met may, a,nd four i‘aet anar’c.; if the eaﬁ.h uear the wall ia not. aa
"*_'rich as it should be, prepam some which is better, and revive the S
shoots by fmquent watering.' The time for sowing ia mid—:xpril, or
’—f;‘-bettez- atill, at the bégtunings « s v R L
IR - the leaf of the’ plant 1e éried :m 'hhe shade, hung up te A
A _' the ceﬂing sf the mc'u, neither in tha sun nar i.n the wind nor. near )
‘V‘I“"Aa :!’ire, a,nd is placed on a. ehafing dish to be burned, and 11‘ the wnoke :
" ‘.}:'from this is ﬁaken :{nto tha mouth ’c.hraugh a2 p.ine, while keeping "bha .L g
':\head we]lv-cuvemd, such a large quant.t'hy of alimy and watery mucous

comes from *bhe mouth that the bady :ls much reduced from M a,s from a

‘ long faﬂt, i‘or th:ls reason some ’believe that ineinient dronsy, nnt
‘...';yet esta&lished, will be cured ﬁ‘am this per“ume‘ EER . LT
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Extract i‘roa t‘eorge Alscp, ny Character of the ”rovince of Haryland," o

(1666), as taken from Clayton Coleman Hall, ed., Narratives of }"’ar;y_

Maryland, X 33-1685 (dew ank, 1910), Ps. 363 -

Tobacco is the only solid otaple Lo'mﬂoditv of this Province. -

The use of it was fi.rst found out by the Indiana many ugea agoe s and

transferr’d into bhriswndom by that great. D* scoverer of merica .

Colu'abus. R CAF genemlly made ‘by all the Inhabitanta of th:!.s vaince, _
| and between the months 67 March end hpril thmr sow the seed (which is
'mn.ch smaller than Musbardaseed) :‘Ln small beds and. natches divg'd up

3 and made so by art, and about kay the Pldnts comaonly qpnear green, In

those beds: In June thsy are transnlanted i'mm their beds, and set in

11%18 hillocks. in distant mwes, dug up for the same purpose;. same

twice or thriae they are weeded and succoured from thair illngitimate :

Leaves that would be ne:nping ont from the body of the ufalf. They" tOp
the several lets as they find occasion §n their nredominating mnk—

‘ neSS’ A’bout the middle of Sentember they cut the Tobaeco Ao, anri
. carry 1t int.o housea, (maﬂe for that nurnose) to brin;r it to its nuri*by.‘
: And after it has. att.aiz;ed, “by a convenient attendance upon time, to 1‘!:,5 ‘

- perfection, it is then tyed un in bu.ndles B and packt into Hogs—heada B

: ~and then laid by for the 'I‘rade. ,
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Fipure 1:

Figure 2¢

Ficare 7:

. cure 8t

Figures 9 .

and 10
(below):

Fig o 11‘:

- Higure 12:

Figsure 13:

TLBLE OF TITUSTHATINIS
htaenthmcenturj tobacco label (ﬁren,ts Collaction)» o

‘»est lndies cultivation seene.

German cultivation scene of 1700 (taken i‘rmn F ranm o
Fhilipp Florin, et al., Ueconomus ens et lLesalls )
[leipaig, 17027, p. 605 (irents Collectlon) Hote . -

B "tobacco knif‘e." ‘ Also, rows of tc‘oacco in background. o

Cultivation scene, probably est Indies, c. 1?00‘
From Hermon Moll, Man of North jimerdes (i\xew York Publ‘f.c

. Library), no dated Tobacco knife?

Viest Indies tobacca curinp, showinv uge of "lines,¥ ¢

5 From Johan' Heander, Tabacologia (uevr{en, 16 2}, print o
opnosi’oe p. 31. (irents Collection’) S

Early Eﬂ,mteenth-canturv tobaceo label (arents Collection).
Proba‘blv Weat Indiesn cultivation scene. Note tobacco bam. ‘

: ?ivhteenth-centuw tomcconist trademark or symhol (from.

G, L. Luthgen, et al., Uer Tabac in Kunst and Kultur
ﬁolo:me, 191 17 , Lirents Lcllection). Sugpests Z perhapa)
form ci‘ early rongh "roll” of tobacco.

ueventeanthvcentury German scene showing Dreoaration of

roll tobagco on "tobacco wheel.” Taken fro+ b ohgang

“Hohberg, Geo gigg, Curiosa Auctg (uureﬂberg, 1687). 1
' Eighteenth-tcenturv tobacco Lbel (nrents Collectl ini ahcm-

ing to‘bacco rolls and manner of plac:i.nb the“ in hogshead.

d*hteen‘bh;vcentury 't.ahacco lahels (nrents bolle;:t"? on) shaw—~ -
" ing forn of later tobacco rolls, and 1ez.f-arrangrement {ghove, ’
’ Vleft) for start of roll. . .

iphteenth—centur;r snuff‘ label, showingz tobacoo 1ea.ves

‘ ("unsterw"lnd"‘), as packed flat in hogshead,

Liﬂhteenth-centurv tobacco barns, and (top 1e:t‘t) "prizim "
Tathaa (1800)., .

Cetting the hogshead to marlfet. Lipht.eenth-centm (Tathwn, |
' 1800).  Lowest picture represents horoe-dram method, with :
»"i‘ellies'" . . .
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