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H0B3RT m i l  AT JAME3TCHR, 1854

by Charles B. Hatch* J r . ,
Junior H istorical Technician,

Colonial National H isto rica l Park.

Throughout the nineteenth century, as is  the oase today* there 

vat no town of Jamestown. The town s ite *  in fa c t  the en tire  Island* 

onoe again resembled ouch of the country round about -  an area of 

few inhabitants, some open cu ltivated  f ie ld s , the rest a  wooded area 

fringed with brackish marsh. The already decaying, v is ib le  evidences 

o f the once flo u rish in g  town were slowly disappearing. Throughout 

the century the h is to r ic a lly  in q u is itiv e , those in search of semi in * 

in sp iration , curio hunters, and others journeyed to the Island by 

whatever means they found. Most of the v is ito r s  came and departed 

unnoticed, others l e f t  a w ritten , or p ic to r ia l , record. Such a 

v is i to r  was Robert Sully in the f a l l  of 1854.

PjObert Matthew Sully , a native of Petersburg, V irginia* was 

born in 1803 the son of Matthew Sully, an actor fo r  many years attaoMA 

to the Charleston Theater. At quite an early age, Robert "evinced 

extreme fondness fo r  drawing", a  fondness, perhaps, that grew out of 

h is  fa th e r 's  in te re s t in landscape painting. When sixteen  or seventSWS 

years o f age Sully resolved to become a p ain ter, and, while s t i l l  a 

youth, studied fo r  a period o f months under the supervision of hie 

uncle, Thomas Sully . According to h is own statement, he p ro fited  a 

great deal through th is  in stru ctio n . To make an attempt at professional



work, he returned to V irg in ia  where he encountered many attending 

d if f ic u l t ie s .  He w rites that) ">vy u n cle 's  le t t e r s  about th is  tin e

vsre very encouraging, and strongly- advised mo to v is i t  London as 

soon as p o ssib le . 1 f e l t  a strong desire to follow  h is advice, 

and to a s s is t  my purpose. X v is ite d  several towns in Korth Carolina 

where I was su ccessfu l.*  * He sa iled  fo r  Stoglarid in August. 1824 

end remained there four years studying painting, p a rticu la rly  p o rtra it  

painting. Several works from h is  brush won favorable a tten tio n  in  

London. He returned to America in 1828 end s e tt le d  in Richmond where 

he began in earnest h is career as a p o rtra it  p a in ter. Among h is 

warks were a p o rtra it  of John Marshall from rea l l i f e ,  p o r tra its  

of the Indian 7?lrck Hawk. Black Hawk's son, v/innebago Prophet, and
P

the p o rtra it of Pocahontas mads from an "o rig in a l p o r tr a it”.

William Dunlap commented in h is  History of the B iss and Progress of 

the Arts o f Design in the United S ta te s , which appeared in 1834 that 

■Hr. Sully has performed the promise made by h is  early  we I k s .■ *  In 

fa c t  Sully a ssisted  Dunlap in assembling m aterial fo r  hie H istory. 

Dunlap w rites that to  a s s is t  him Robert Sully “kindly exerted him self 

in making researches into the a n tiq u itie s  of a rt in  V irg in ia  4 

Later in l i f e  Sully decided to leave V irginia and to beeome a  Wisconsin 

pioneer. Induced by commissions to paint p o r tra its  o f the foundere of 

Wisconsin, and because o f an in clin a tio n  toward the "sim cle l i f e *  of 

th at section , he resolved to move to Madison. He l e f t  Richmond in 

However, he was taken i l l  at Bu ffalo , en route, and

2

October, 1855.
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died there on October 28. 5 The State  h is to r ic a l Society o f Wisconsin 

in i t s  Annual Report fo r  1855, In the sketch of h ie l i f e  given there, 

c le a rly  shove the high esteem in which Sully was held by the members 

o f that so ciety . ®

Bobert Sully seems "to hare been the f i r s t  to appreciate the 

value of some record of V irginians r e l ic s  and h isto ry  in a p ic to r ia l  

form . . . ” 7 He was deeply concerned with the preservation of V ir­

g in ia 's  h is to r ic  shrines and records, and what he Interpreted to be an 

apparent disregard o f, or lack  of in te re s t in , V irg in ia 's  p ast troubled 

him g reatly . Be f e l t  that th is  lack of in te re s t was e n tire ly  too 

common throughout the s ta te .

Perhaps I t  was h is In tere st in n reserv atlor, in h isto ry , and in

making -p ictoria l records that prompted him to make an excursion to

Jamestown In the f a l l  o f 1854. On Key 13 of that year he to ld  of h is

projected  v is i t  in a le t t e r  to Lyman Draper, then Secretary of the

.‘State ifstorical Society of Wisconsin:

There is  a p ro b ab ility , in compliance with the wish 
of Mr. Maxwell [Secretary  o f the V irg in ia  H istorical 
Society] that I w ill ere long v is i t  the sacred spot 
of "Jamestown" fo r  the purpose of painting the ruins 
of the old church. The en tire  arch (of i t s e l f  cov­
ered with Ivy, is  a picturesque o b je c t) is  s t i l l  
standing. A ll that remains of the e a r l ie s t  s e t t le ­
ment of V irg in ia . Tour Society sh a ll have a copy of 
i t .  There are s t i l l  ex istin g  the old tombs, quaint 
enitanhs, many mementoes of deeu in te re s t  (out o f 
V irg in ia ). 8

In September the v is i t  took place and fortunately  9ully has l e f t  a 

w ritten as well as a p ic to r ia l  record of what he saw a t Jamestown.



The p ic to r ia l  records remain in the fair; of o rig in a l sketches, evi­

dently made on the s i t e ,  and w ater-color drawings made from the

4

sketches

to Lyman

at a la te r  time. His w ritten  account appears as a l e t t e r  

draper prepared in October, 1854.

Richmond, Oct. 1854.

My Dear S ir -
%  froquont absence f rom Richmond during the 

summer, to say nothing of ay having been somewhat 
o f  an invalid , has been the cause o f my urusu&l 
s ilen ce  -  Since I la s t  wrote, I have been in the 
footstep s of Capt. Smith, wandered through fo re s ts , 
sacred by the memory of the Indian P rin cess, & 
reposed, at le a s t  mused, among the very bones, of 
the hardy S p ir its , that two Centurys & a h a lf ago, 
d a r te d  the seeds of the old Bominion. In sober 
parlance, I have been to Jamestown Island, where 
I sojourned several day's, my Sketch it Memorandum 
book never out of my hand -  I t  is  allow 'd, I have 
done more, to p ic tu ria e  [ ? j ,  renew £ f ] ,  the few 
Colonial re lic k s  that remain, than has ever been 
done before -  Let me give you ay adventures, as 
well as an accurate  description of th is  deeply 
in terestin g  spot. There is  exceeding d if f ic u lty  
in landing on the iso la ted  Island. A fter landing 
some m iles, above the n lace, I took my chance, in 
an Oyster boat. On a fin e  Autumnal Korn, my sketch 
Book, under my arm, I f i r s t  touched the heach of 
Jamestown! But, Lobinson Crusoe, was never more 
completely bewildered, on h is  Is le , than I on mins! 
Hot the sign of a human being, a  dwelling, could I 
peroeive! Mot even a "footstep  on the sand. An 
ob ject that would have been fa r  more agreeable to 
me, than i t  was to  poor Crusoe! There is  you must 
know, but one white occupant on the whole Island.
My o b ject was to find the house. But (.page ?] a l l  
in  vain! Hour a f te r  hour, did I wander up and down 
the lonely beach! Par more romantic, than agreeable 
a t la s t ,  I determined to s tr ik e  fo r  the grove, where 
I know the Ruins of the Church stood. This, a f te r  
some d if f ic u lty  I reach'd -  You can imagine, a l l  I 
f e l t ,  in  standing before th is  lone B e l i e f T h e  Ruin
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presents, a square Tower, about 35 or 40, fe e t  high -  
ten fe e t  square, insid e. A lo fty  arch, in back & fro n t.
Tha Ivy s t i l l  c lin gs around i t  in  many c. fa n ta s tic  
Embrace. Immediately behind the tower, is  the l i t t l e  
ancient grave *** * *  - with i t s  broken w alls, -  The tombs, 
shattered, & shivered. A monumental wreck 1 The tre e s , 
growing th ick ly  around i t ,  have in a strange fashion, 
in terlaced  th e ir  boughs into each other, forming over 
head, a complete canony, -  As i f  by connect, to p rotect 
these sacred re lic k s , so inroiously neglected by man.
I have seen many a ruin in may a land, but irresp ectiv e  
o f a l l  aoreciation  [T ], never did I behold a scene of 
such funereal so litu d e. The death l ik e ,  unbroken s ilen ce  -  
Bird and even in sect have forsaken the spot. Tou are 
alone among tha dead. The l ig h t , playing through the 
arch casting a dim re f le c tio n , in the broken tombs,
The massive trees hemming ir. & enclosing the whole, 
is  endeed a P ic tu re . Twilight was fa s t  approaching, 
y e t, I could 'not T ear myself from th in  holy ground •*
I t  was a time A p lace, fo r  "th ick  coming fancy's" -  
Heating on a p ro stra te  trunk. I could but think, 
of the many wild scenes of romantic adventures th is  
enchanted land had witnessed -  In yonder grove with 
i t s  venerable looking Trees, hand in band may have 
wander’d tha chivalrous Smith, and the darling Prin­
cess -  ^  The only b lo t on Smiths escutcheon is  not 
marrying that dear g ir l?  Then the romance would have 
been p e rfe c t, instead of i t s  "lerae & impotent conclusion" -  
That she loved him is  evident I On th e ir  meeting in 
London, i f  h is heart had not been as hard as h is 
s te e l b lad e. The f i r s t  words uttered by that dear 
being, (h a lf rep roach fu lly ,) must have sraots him.
"They told  me yon were dead" -  Much of her womans 
heart was expressed in those few words -  Why did 
they t e l l  liar so? -  To induce her to marry another -  
The Colonists knew the advantage of such an a llia n ce }
[page 3] The church yard is  a complete wreck. "Shame 
where i s  t ty  blush" -  a l i t t l e  timely a tten tio n  might 
have saved a l l  th is  -  in some p laces, the marble has 
been broken to p ieces, evidently by violence} On my 
making enquiry, o f the Manager o f the E sta te , he af­
firmed me, that Gentlemen (heaven save the mark) often  
broke the tombs and carried  the fragments away -  on 
cu rio s ity ! "Think o f that Master Brook") -  I think 
were L i] the curator of th is  property, and had some 
of these gentlemen, in f a i r  R ifle  d istances, I should



rath er damp th e ir  antiquarian curi o s i t ie s  -  But to 
the end of my adventures! Night vas fe a t  closing 
in i The question was to find th is  one lodging 
p lace, or to take my re s t  among the tombs. The 
l a t t e r  would have quickly consigned me to a tomb 
of lay own! fo r  th is  spot, i s  considered the sick­
l i e s t  in  a l l  V irg in ia . I again sought the lone 
Beach, where 1 discovered, marching sin g le  f i l e ,  
a gang of domestic Geese, I knew that they were 
homeward bound -  I followd close in th e ir  wake, 
end, 0 joy! in b r ie f  time came with in sight of 
the Overseers hose! There I was welcomed with 
old Virginia h osp itality , s t i l l  thank heaven 
one of i t s  few remaining ch aracterisck s/̂ i ^ '  -  
As Oapt Cutter asys, "put that down A make a 
note o f i t "  -  A Goose once saved the Capital 
of Horae 1 and secured me a cap ita l restin g  
p lace . I sh a ll always hold the Bird sacred! -  
In th is  nlace I remind several day’ s -  and 
wandered over every part of i t  -  Of everything 
bearing the le a s t  Colonial antiquity, I made carefu l 
and elaborate Study -  highly fin ished  drawings.
Now fo r a general as well as p a rticu la r  description 
o f th is  deeply in terestin g  p lace . The Island in 
8 miles long. 1. Mile in breadth. Pearly an 
oval, except the p ro jectin g  point, where the 
lettlem ent stood. A Creek * *  opening from Jam s 
H irer, runs around i t s  northern boundary, and 
again emptys into the River! Two hundred yards 
above the Church, on an elevated Point is  the 
S ite  of the old Port °  -  The Magazine, 40, yards 
behind i t  -  The foundation of the magazine is  
s t i l l  in good preservation. Of the same kind of 
bricks as the Church, small s iz e , hard as granite *  
admirably put to -geth er. The Excavation or 
Powder P it  -  ia about 5 fe e t  tinder under ground,
10 fe e t square. Into th is  I scrambled, found 
sundry [page 4 ] old b a lle ts ,  fragments, of what 
I believe to be Cunlocks. The most in terestin g  
r e l i c  Z poetess -  was given me, by my worthy 
host -  the remains of an old musket b a rre l, of 
antique, old fashiond shape. This was plowed up 
near the Bort Point -  * I have moreover some 
blue beads, Indian arrow heads, a stone hatchet -  
Indian Pipe bowls, &c -  One K ile below the 
Church stands the ruin of a  private Colonial Resi­
dence -  to which there is  a grave yard, with 4 
marble slabetonee -  dated, 1700 -  1718 -  1730 -
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I t  i s  merely in terestin g  a t the only fragment 
on the Island, of co lon ial residence. This was 
the residence of the Chanroion fam ily1 •* I send 
yon some s lig h t sketches of a l l  the» o la ce * .
Slight» as they are, they w ill aid my description -  
I sr*ent an e n tire  day, in making ant a l l  that 
could he, of the tombs in  the James town Church» 
yard. A ll that are not u tte r ly  destroyd or per­
fe c t ly  i l le g ib le ,  I send you) ‘Robert IndwellJ 
Died 1720. hudwell was one of the deputy» sent 
by the Colony to remonstrate with Charles 2nd on 
h is prodigal g i f t s  of lands, to h is fa v o rite s  18 -  
" rs  Sarah B la ir  wife of Retd Samuel B la ir I  19 
DieU. 1713. Ursula Beverly ,"V ife o f Robert 
Beverly. Died 16B6 -  'Ceverly was the c l e r t s o  
persecuted, by th ^ o ld  Tyrant Gov Berkely.
Robert Sherwood. * *  no date. John Knight 1732. Z 
Old M ortality [ ? ] ,  with »11 h is perseverance, 
could not make fu rth er discovery. All along the 
Banks of the Creek are Indications of former Cul­
tiv a tio n  -  deep trenches, marking the d iv isions of 
land, -  broken Pottery Ac -  The encroariv'mont of 
the water on the land has been long going on -  but, 
o f la te  years, part Je s la r ljr  at the point where the 
Church stands”, i t  has been fe a r fu ly  rapid. A l i t t l e  
while, and th is  la s t ,  lone re lic * :, w ill forever pass 
away -  A l i t t l e  below the Port Point, There is ,  some 
axstance from the beach, a Cypress Tree, 23 under 
water to i t s  lower branches -  In the reeo lo ctien  of 
the liv in g , Carriages, once, drove around th is  tre e  -  
I t  is  now a t le a s t  60 yards from the beach. -  A con­
siderable distance from the Beach, at low water, 
there is  d is tin c tly  seem the Inclosure of a well 
Brick*d round in a c ir c le  24 -  At a former period, 
the l i t t l e  tongue of land on which the Church stands, 
o ro jscted  much fu rther out, -  a gentle slope. I t  
i s  nov washed away to an abrupt h a lf c ir c le ,  2b -  
In close proximity to the water -  The Banks are of a 
so ft chalky och re,. ea s ily  washed away leaving the 
hard sand beaoh iindemoath.

The original pencil drawings* made on the s i te , and the water- 

oolor sketches made la te r , when more time was available, supply a 

»ore vivid picture of what Sully saw in September, 1854 than does
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h is  In terestin g  and detailed  l e t t e r  errtotad above. Copies of a 

number of these drawings are reproduced here as p la tes  1 to 6 . 

lach  provides information about some individual aspect of Jamestown 

at th at time.

PIATE -  1 Ruins of the Old Church Tower as Seen from the 

K’ront (a w ater-color sketch).

This w ater-color sketch shoving, p rin cip a lly  the Old Church 

Tower at Jamestown now hangs in the William and Mary College Library 

as a g i f t  from Mies Ju lia  Sully of Richmond. Robert Sully made a t  

le a s t  two drawings shoving the front of the church tower. The State  

H isto rica l Society o f Wisconsin has a second one which is  d etailed  

as i f  the p ain ter stood somewhat c lo ser to the Tower. In this« 

more of the low beach area is  shown including one decaying post, 

or pile» almost on the water l in e , and le s s  r iv e r  d e ta il. On the 

l e f t  in th is  sketch the p ain ter portrays greater disorder with 

*Nl|p& appears to be two broken tombstones lying out of p osition .

In both «ketches the tower i s  placed much nearer the shore than ie  

actually  the case even today.

PLAT® — 2 Ruins o f the Old Church Tower as Seen from the 

Graveyard (a  w ater-color sketch).

In th is  sketch Sally  allows more graphically than in  any other 

the isolated  and "neglected" nature o f the church s ite  of which he 

to b it te r ly  complains. The view is  from the back of the present
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memorial church 'built in  1907 d ire c tly  over the old church s ite  

to the tower. The wall is  perhaps a section  of that b u ilt  near 

the close of the eighteenth century by 'illla m  bee and John Ambler 

to enclose the tombstones that vers s t i l l  remaining.

PLATS -  2 The Old Cypress (a  p en cil shot eh).

This is  a reproduction of Bobert d o lly 's  on-thy-sit©  pencil 

drawing shewing an old cypress tegether with a sm aller one nearby.

A cypress can bo seen standing out from the shore at Jamestown 

today. Perhaps i t  is  the ssu:e cypress that Sully saw. Although 

only one is  standing now, when the fciia is  oxtrenoly low the sub­

merged stumps of several others become v is ib le .

The note penned on the drawing reads:

The above sketch w ill give an idea of the 
rapid encroachment of the water on the land.
In the memory of a few of the oldest inhabi­
tan ts  in the neighbourhood, Carriages once 
drove b.round the Tree. -  I t  is  new a t le a s t  
60 yards fren the shore. More than l i r l f  under 
water -  The Point of land where the Church 
stands, formerly extended much fa rth er  out.
I t  i s  now washed avay, to an sbrunt h a lf 
c ir c le  . -  -  . The Cypre8sx Tree is  a  l i t t l e
above the Port P oin t. ^

FLA3U5 4 4 The Old Mf\.,r.zlne (a  pencil sketch).

foundations of the Magazine. About 40 yards 
from the Point (.Church P o in t]. The P i t t  or 
magazine about 8 feet in depth -  10 -fee t square.

Evidently Sully made th is drawing during his v is i t  to Jamestown.

Later he prepared a finished w ater-color sketch. The Brick



Powder Magazine shown here, from lo catio n  and from d e ta il, seems 

to hare been that erected as outlined by order of the Council in 

1692, which ca lled  fo r  " a powder rooms and a email building over 

i t t . "  In 1699 i t  was described as "The Magazeen ’louse in James 

City the vault . . .  digged between two flash es and . . .  near ye 

water . . . "  Evidently the magazine was abandoned in  the f i r s t  

quarter of the eighteenth century, yet i t  was an o b ject of in te re s t 

to v is ito r s  to Jamestown u n til i t s  complete disappearance about the 

close of the nineteenth century,

PLAT* • 5 'S ite  of the old Colonial fo rt and Kagatine (a  water- 

color sketch).

In th is sketch Solly was looking from the s i te  of the "Colonial 

Fort" (commonly called the f i r s t  settlement area) up the James River 

bringing into view the "Old Magazine" and the “Old Cypress". Here 

he shows, although in exaggeration, the nature of the shore line  

from Chnrch Point to the s ite  of the isthmns as i t  was before the 

construction of the seawall -  a s trip  of sandy beach in front of a 

rather steep bank broken by marshy slashes that cut through to the 

r is e r .  It is  in th is area that heavy erosion has taken place.

In a second sketch Solly gives what is  almost a  close-up view 

of ths bank and sandy beach on Church Point. In th is , however, the 

perspective is  lessened and the magazine and the cypress are omitted.

pLATE -  6 ''Remains of the old colonial residence of the 

Champion family -  1 • mile below the chnrch"

(a water-color sketch).
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Written on the c iv -th e-site  p en cil drawing that furnished the 

b asis  of th is  sketch ie  the caution "Champions. Buins of the only 

Colonial dwelling on Jamestown Islan d ." Perhaps Stilly forgot to 

mention the Ambler House, or, oossib ly  he thought o f that as f a l l ­

ing in another period. In any case he seems to hare been in error 

in ca llin g  i t  the Champion residence. I t  was more l ik e ly  a r e s i­

dence of the Travis fam ily. Sa lly  may hare been influenced by the 

marriage a llia n ce  o f the Travis and Chauroion fa m ilies , or by the 

tombstone in scrip tio n s in what is  now called  the Travis Graveyard 

where were buried, as is  shown by the le g ib le  in scrip tio n s, members 

o f the Champion and Travis fa m ilies . 31

I t  is  In terestin g  to note that in h is p en cil sketch Stilly noted 

no gravestones near the rain s of the house. Apparently he added 

these from me:nory la te r  when he prepared the sketch.

Colonial National H isto rica l Park 
Ju ly , 1942
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10. Apparently the owner of Jamestown Island from 1851 u n til a fte r  
the War between the States was William Allen (bora William
Allen Orgain). The id en tity  o f the "one white occupant*, de­
scribed la te r  in the l a t t e r  as the "overseer*, on the Island 
to  1854 has not been estab lished . Lyon C-. T yler, Cradle of 
the Republlc ,  Jamestown and James River (Richmond, 1905), 94.

11. As Dr. E.G. Swern, Librarian, College of William and Mary, has 
remarked, undoubtedly Sully was under the influence of the 
e ffect created by the deep, luxuriant growth of treee, shrubs.
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and grass that Is ch a ra cte ris tic  of th is  section. In a single  
growing season, if  le f t  unattended, an area w ill quickly appear 
as i f  i t  has been forsaken and forgotten.

12. Sully had a deep reverence fo r Pocahontas. In another instance 
he referred to her as "our dear Princess", and in a  le t te r  to 
Lyman Draper written in March, 1856 he wrote, "The truth is she 
has been the idol, of ay romantic dreams, since boyhood." Kellogg, 
■Pocahontas and Jamestown", 40.

13. Church Point.

14. Back wlver (Bac* erode).

15. At th is  point in h is le t t e r  Sully sketches a rough outline of the 
Island and mainland back of the Island. On th is  outline he locates  
the "Church", "’’’o r t " ,  and "Magazine". F is  use of "old P ort", ob­
viously, is  reference to the f i r s t  settlem ent.

16. The " r e l ic "  that he treasured most was the "match lo ck -b a rre l" .
Hie "Jamestown relick s" were given to the State H istorical Society 
of Wisconsin. Robert Sully to lyaan Draper, February 10, 1855.
Copy of l e t t e r  in possession of Kiss Ju l ia  Su lly . O riginal in
the lib rary  of the State H istorical Society of Wisconsin; Kellogg, 

■Pocahontas and Jamestown", 42.

17. Apparently he has reference to a residence of the Travis fam ily,

18. In a manuscript, in the V irginia S tate  Library, dateA c irc a  1822 
and labeled "Jamestown Tombstone Inscrip tion s" there Is no'mention 
of the tomb of Robert Indwell. There is  in  th is  manuscript the 
in scrip tion  from tho tomb of P h ilip  Ludwell who died, i t  is  stated , 
in  1726. This F h ili^  wag the son of P h ilip  who was the brother of 
Thomas Ludwell. I t  was Thomas Ludwell who was named one of the 
three agents to go to England to work fo r  the repeal of the Northern 
Nee* land grant to Lord Arlington and Lord Culpeper. "Ludwell 
Family" in  'if i l l  lam and Mary College Quarte r ly  H isto rica l ka&azino, 
1 st Ber., XIX, 199-214 f  January, 1911); William Waller Honing, 
Statu tes at Lar a  Being a C o lle c tion o f A ll the Laws of V irg in ia  
/ W  York, 1823), 516-519.

19. Apparently Sully had reference to Reverend James B la ir .

20. The comments made here regarding Robert Beverley re la te  to Robert 
Beverley the father of Robert Beverley, the h istorian , who married 
Ursula Byrd.
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P i. Reference here era at hare been to William rath er than Robert 
Sherwood. The manuscript "Jamestown Tombstone In scrip tion s"
(see footnote 17) ca rrie s  a copy of the in scrip tio n ! "Here 
ly th  tfilliam  Sherwood that was born in  ye Parish  of White 
Chaoell near London, a great Sinner waiting fo r  a Joyful 
resu rrection 11.

22. "Jamestown Tombstone in scrip tio n s" does not hare mention of 
the tomb of John Knight« yet i t  does Jfive the in scrip tion  
from the tomb of Mary Knight, h is wife, who died in 1732.

2Z. ta lly  shows the relation sh ip  of the Cypress and the shore
lin e  by a diagram ir  the body of the le tted *

Jill» Fere Sully uses another diagram to confer the idea of the w ell,

?5* A£a.lu Sully reverts to the use o f lin e  sketches to show hew 
the church once stood on a sloping point end how i t  had been 
"washed away to an abrupt h a lf c i r c l e . . . "

26. Bishop William Meade, Old Churches, M inisters, and fa m ilies  
o f V irg in ia  (Philadelphia, 1861J, " X, 111-TUT

27. H isto rica l study and actual archeological investigation  have 
established tho fa c t  that since 1680 the shore lin e  has re-

/ ceded aroroxifnately 500 fe e t  in  the general area of the "Old
' Cypress". J .  C. Harrington, "Archeological "exploratory Exca­

vations in Unit A, Jamestown Island, V irgin ia" (dated March 
2 20, 1941), p. 41; and Charles 38. Hatch, J r . ,  "^ relia in ary

H isto rica l : tudy, Unit A, lorthvesfcern :.',nd of Jamestown island 
in  Colonial Rational H istorica l Park" (dated September 14,
1939), pp. 34-36. Copies of these two national PaA  Service 
Reports are in the lib ra ry  of Colonial Rational H isto rica l 
Park.

28. The w ctsr-oolor sketch is  in  the lib rary  of the S ta te  H isto rica l
Society of Wisconsin. ‘ .

29. K. R. VcIlwaine, Executive Journals of the Council of Colonial 
V irgin ia (Richmond,-  192557 I , 275 and I I ,  153.

80« This w ater-color sketch is  in the lib ra ry  of the S tate  H isto rica l
Society of Uisconsih.

31. The old Travis dwelling down the island at Jamestown arrears to 
have burned during the f i r s t  quarter of the nineteenth century.
This would account fo r  the ruins seen by Sully  in 1854. Ons
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author has w ritten  of the old Trawls homei " in  anpesranoe,
the house was sood, one-and-ar-half storeys high* with a 
b rick  chimney a t e ith er end, in the common seventeenth cen­
tury s ty le " . Henry Chaudlee oivaan, Jamestown and it .  Mary's; 
Whirled C itie s  o f Romance (Baltim ore, 1956),' in. 324-5T ;

32. The r>encil drawing is  in the uossesslon of Hiss Ju lia  Sully of
Richmond.




